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Bis-Coin Bookings 


18 New Hotels Gear Miami Season 


for Niteries, 





By LARRY SOLLOWAY + 


Miami Beach, Nov. 9. 

Greater Miami this year is gird- 
ing itself for another smash sea- 
son, despite gloomy reports from 
other resort cities which floun- 
dered last summer. There will be 
over 2,000 additional rooms avail- 
able, via 18 new luxury hotels be- 
ing readied for the '48-49 season; 
more niteries than obtained since 
the war, and dozens of eateries, 
will be running, all looking for the 
anticipated flood of sun-seekers, 
though most admit that the lush 
dough won’t be as heavy as in re- 
cent years. 

On the nitery side, the Beach- 
comber is bellweather of the group 
prepping for the Winter. Always 
a believer in names for draw and 
profits, Ned Schuyler, operator of 
the big spot, started booking early, 
and is in best shape as regards his | 
lineup. Teeoff show on Dec. 23. 
will feature Dean Martin and Jerry | 
Lewis for minimum of three weeks 
with one-week option, depending 
on their pic commitments. Comedy | 
team has been dickered for by | 
most of the big spots here, but 
Beachcomber got them when film 
producer Hal Wallis, to whom they 
are under contract for pic, post- 
poned filming until mid-January. 

Supporting show will feature 
Frances Langford, plus a June Tay- 
lor production. Show to follow will 
combine third-time returnees, 
Sophie Tucker, Harry Richman 
and Jackie Miles for minimum of 
four weeks. Windup four-week 
lineup will have Tony Martin and 
the Vagabonds in support. 

Copa City, currently 
(in place of Copacabana) across 
the street from Beachcomber, has 
planned a late-December opening. 
However, though Xavier Cugat is 
being dickered for, with Hilde- 
garde and Kay Thompson, others 
bidded for, no set dates or names | 
have been officially announced. 
Understood though, that owner 
Murray Weinger is going after 
“draws at any price.” 

La Boheme, which will operate 
in place of the shuttered Colonial 
Inn, has Morton Downey to open 


(Continued | on page 63) 


BEA LILLIE PLUGS TUNE 
OF NEARBY RIVAL SHOW 


In one of her sketches in “Inside 


building 


U. S. A.” at the Majestic, N. Y., 
Beatrice Lillie is now plugging 
“My Darling, My Darling,” song 


hit from “Where's Charley?” the 


musical comedy hit at the St. 
James, directly across 44th street 
from her theatre. She sings several 
bars of the Frank Loesser tune 
during the skit in which she paro- 
dies backstage maids. 

Comedienne saw “Charley” a 
couple of weeks ago and thereafter 
Substituted “Darling” for another 
tune she’d previously hummed 
during the “U. S. A.” bit. 


fF could be 


Lawyer Turns Magico 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 

Dan Schmidt, local barrister who 
has parlayed his hobby, hypnotism, 
into a profitable business, is going 
to branch out right after the first 
of the year with a regular unit 
aimed at theatres and auditoriums. 

In last few years, Schmidt has 
practically given up his law prac- 
tice to give exhibitions all over the 
country. 


U.S. Envoy Feels 
British Pix Quota. 
Will Stick Indef 


By HERB GOLDEN 


London, Nov. 9. 


There’s virtually no hope of a 
change in the situation faced by 
the American film industry in 
Britain, U. S. Ambassador Lewis 
Douglas told VARIETY last week. 
The envoy said that the present 
45° quota and the currency re- 
strictions worked out in the Anglo- 
U. S. agreement of last March 
expected to stand in- 





definitely. 

Douglas explained that despite 
his preoccupation with the explos- 
ive situations in Berlin and Pales- 
tine, he had been keeping a care- 
ful watch on the American film in- 
dustry’s dealings with the British | 
government since the 75° tax was | 
instituted in August, 1947. He de- 
clared he thought there was no | 

(Continued on page 62) 
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000 NBC DEAL 
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RAIDING BY 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The NBC vs. CBS “Capital 
' Gains Battle” 
networks locked in an unpreced- 
ented rivalry for top names and 
properties, moved to a climactic 
and stunning crescendo this week 
when NBC “bought” Jack Benny 
and his Amysement Enterprises 
operation for a reported price of 
$4,000,000. 

Threatened with the loss of its 
Sunday night 
comedy shows, 
Harris-Alice Faye and the 
which would 
Fred Allen to fill 
NBC prexy 
chairman David 
swiftly 
radio’s ene 


of RCA _ board 
Sarnoff, moved 
picture to engineer 
fabulous deal to date. 

The action of Trammell and bet 
NBC board of strategy came just| 
as CBS board chairman William | 
|S. Paley was about to wrap up the | 
most farflung programming coup | 
in network radio whereby Coium- | 
bia would have grabbed off NBC’s | 
Sunday night talent lineup to en- | 
trench them in the same time seg- | 
ments on CBS. 

Under terms of the new Benny- 
NBC dea!, which, according to 
one exec close to the picture “rep- 
resents twice the coin involved in 
Columbia’s recent capital-gains ac- 
quisition of Amos ’n’ Andy,” NBC, 
as a protective measure, has been 
obliged to buy out the whole 


(Continued on page 28) | 





Record Grid Gate 


Despite Telecasts 


which finds the two | 


Niles Tram- | 
with the reported blessing | 


into the) 


WEB FA TRESTILS Senge Showmen See Price Ceilings 


Easing More Coin for Amusements 





| ‘Miracle’ Truman Song 


Recording companies an@ music | 
publishers began getting tunes 
based on President Truman’s un- |! 
expected reelection the day after 
his victory 


recording and lyric of a tune titled 
“The Miracle Man from Missouri” 
late Thufsday (4) afternoon. And | 
it was mailed from a midwestern | 
city. 

Several publishers drew almost 
as fast action. None of them is 
worthwhile, at least none of those 
that came in so fast. 





Truman Election 


Cost AFM Million 
In Disk Settlement 


Gov. Thomas E. Dewey and po- 


| litical experts were not the only ‘trols. 


ones confounded by U. S. voters | 
last week, when President Truman | 
was returned the winner in the 
Presidential election despite the | 


belief he didn’t have much of a " 


chance. American Federation of | 
Musicians president James C. Pet- 
rillo and his executive board also 


; were crossed up. They had made | 
a tentative agreement with the re- | 
lcording companies for the ending 


of the disk ban on the theory that 
Dewey would be elected. And the 
result cost the AFM over $1,000,- 
000. 

It’s firmly believed by tradesmen 
involved in the recording situation 
that Petrillo would never have 


‘agreed to forego the collection of 


Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 
As KSTP - TV rounded out its 
season it 


, d to the University of Min- 
Part of FDR ‘Shrine’ hesota that ‘television acts asa 


‘hypo at the gate rather than a re- 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Nov. 9. 

The Joseph P. Day realty people 
are planning a development adja- 
cent to the Hyde Park, N. Y., home 
of Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
include a Roosevelt Inn and sum- 
mer theatre. Monte Proser has 
been approached to operate the 
strawhat. 

Located only a few miles from 
here, upstaters have noticed that 
the Roosevelt home has increas- 
ingly become a national shrine, 
and it is the intention to create 
public conveniences to meet the 
traffic. The Johnson peo- 
ple are already building a big road- 
house. 

The Roosevelt Inn would include 
a large private room for semi- 
official occasions when the late 
President’s wife and Elliott Roose- 
velt, who have been more promi- 
nent hereabouts, could entertain 
distinguished visitors ‘o these 
Dutchess County environs, 


Tn es-ey yet 
AU Wait 


tarder. As KSTP-TV concluded its 
final televised home game, U. of M. 
reported an aii-time record break- 
ing total of 314,484. 

All seats at $3.50 grossed the 
university close to $1,000,000. 
KSTP-TV was given television | 
rights for $1,000 per game. 

| 





Kaye-Fine Switches On 
G&S Shake Up British 


Noy, 9. 
Danny Kaye and Sylvia Fine 
(Mrs. Kaye) have created a prob- 
lem for the guardians of the Gil- 
bert and Sullivan tradition. 
A copy of Kave’s newly 
album of seven Gilbert and Sulli- 
van songs, recorded for Decca, was 
specially flown over last week for 
the associates of the late Rupert 
(Continued on page 63) 


Tandan 
Bases ins 


issued 


retroactive royalties from the sale | 


LITTLE LIKELIHOOD FOR 


of disks between Jan. 1 last and 
Sept. 30 had he had any inkling 
that Mr. Truman would be re- 


elected. These royalties, which the | 


recording companies stopped pay- 
ing when the AFM’s disk ban was 
(Continued on page 62) 


Berle’s Nov. 25 Video Bid 
Keynotes He’s No. 1 on TV 


That Milton Berle has emerged 








| as probably television’s No. 1 per- 
| sonality 


was accented last week 
when Elgin-American tried to 
woo the comedian to emcee for a 
$3,000 guest shot. 

Elgin- American is 
prepping its Thanksgiving Day 
variety tayout for ABC-TV show- 
casing and was particularly anxious 
to grab off Berle. 

Comedian, however, chimed in 
with a nix, principally because, as 
far as video goes, 
| exclusive on his services, 


currently 


was assured. Decca | 
| Records, for example, got a home! 


Texaco has an 


* Theatres and cafes feel that the 
re-election of Pres. Truman and a 
Democratic Congress may be the 
rst step in the revival of the 
rina Bh industry. A workable 
| program of price control, they feel, 
may be the factor that will permit 
the average wage earner to have 
enough left out of his wages to 
spend on entertainment. Lack of a 
balance at the end of the week has 
‘been the major cause of boxoffice 
decline all over the country. 


| Entertainment entrepreneurs 
have long seen that prices of food 
and other basic necessities have 
knocked the average budget off 
base. Luxury industries, including 
| theatres, were the first hit. With a 
|general reduction of prices, war- 


\time grosses may be revived. 


| Entertainment industry spokes- 


man also think that the President’s 
byrne intention of restoring 
the excess profits tax may have a 
‘general uplifting effect on the 
‘amusement industry’s gross take. 
|Many feel that major industries 
‘would rather raise salaries than 
shell out the super-profits in the 
form of taxes. 


| It’s argued that both these con- 
'ditions existed under wartime con- 
As a result, most theatres 
and cafes played to standing room 
‘the majority of times, even if a 
| poor picture and a mediocre cafe 
bill were all that was offered. 

The film industry, particularly, 
stands to profit considerably from 
ia revised price and tax program. 
|While major studios were disap- 
pointed at Dewey’s failure to get 
the nod from the voters because of 
the adverse effects on the Govern- 
‘ment’s anti-trust suit, the average 
exhibitor feels that the customers 
that have been lost because of the 





| 


/economic situation will return to 
‘their former filmgoing habits. This 


included one or two nights out, in- 
stead of the present sporadic at- 
(Continued on page 22) 





MET ON TV THIS YEAR 


There’s very little chance that 
Metropolitan Opera Assn. perform- 
/ances will be televised, despile a 


,lot of talk and activity on that 
subject. The Met’s radio broad- 
casts every Saturday during the 


N. Y. season have become one of 
the organization’s most widely ad- 
vertised functions, and there’s been 
, increasing interest in seeing the 
operas on tele. But tele isn’: likely 
so long as the Met continues at its 
Broadway and 39th St. emporium, 
Says general manager Edward 
Johnson, because of the technical 
problems involved. — 


There's no piace in the theatre 
to rig up cameras and booths, and 
with seat space at a premium (the 
Met was 98% sold out last season} 
the Met can’t afford to take any 
seating space away. Lights and 
heat are another concern—‘“the 
man who has to be protected,” 

(Continued on page 63) 
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‘Back to 
Jerry Wald in 


the People 
Showmanship Pitch 


Pix Urged By 





By ABEL GREEN 

“Let's do like Truman. . 
back to the people for emotional | 
impact.” 

That's the observation of Jerry 
Wald, Warner Bros. producer, east 
on business and a playgoing binge. 
“Audiences haven’t changed; the 
business has changed. There's 
more talent conc entrated on the 
Coast than anywhere in the world 
but we have lost the showman- 
ship touch; we don’t know what 
to do with that talent,’ he con- 
tinues. 

Wald, ex-New York newspaper- 
man whose aptitude for translat- 
ing the passing scene to the screen 
ranks with the Hollywood top- 
notchers, has plenty to say about 
showmanship—or rather the lack 
ot it. He harks back to the lush 
period of the silents and the early 
talkers, and appraises where things 
are lacking. ‘“‘There’s nothing to 
make the women drop the dishes 
and dash to the movies,” he feels, 
“as when we had Fairbanks with 
his swashbuckling, or Valentino 
with his amour-amour department. 
There are no_ great romantic 
teams like Garbo and Gilbert. Oc- 
casionally we recapture it and it’s 
a smash, as witness Bogart and 
Bacall in ‘Casablanca’ or maybe, 
I hope, in our forthcoming ‘Don 
Juan,’ where Errol Flynn is the 
nearest combination to the gym- 
nastic Doug and the leering Val- 
entino. 

“We have no great women’s pic- 
tures such as Irving Thalberg 
used to make. They were modern 
problem or ‘society’ themes which 
were great excuse for fashion 
parades, smart folk and glamorous 
backgrounds. Any of those old 
Crawford and Shearer pictures, or 
themes like ‘The Sin of Madelon 
Claudet,’ ‘The Women,’ ‘Divorce,’ 
‘Dancing Lady,’ even the = syn- 
thetic ‘it’ of Elinor Glyn and Clara 

(Continued on page 61) 


Sentence Leon Siritzky 
In French Courts For 
‘Trading With the Enemy’ 


Paris, Nov. 9. 
Circuit operator Leon Siritzky 
left for the U. S. six hours after a | 





court sentenced him to a one-year | 


jail term on a charge of collaborat- | 
ing with the enemy. An appeal | 
from the tribunal’s decision pre- 
vented his immediate arrest. His | 
confinement was ordered after. 
Siritzky was found guilty of selling 
his 32 film theatres to the German 
film trust through a dummy during 
the occupation. 

Siritzky 
francs ‘then equivalent to $500.,- 
000) for the houses and managed 
to transfer the proceeds of the saie 
to America, Claiming he acted 
under duress, the theatre op later 


attempted to recover either the 
theatres or compensation from 
Philippe Acoulon who heads 
SOGEC, the government chain. 


This agency was formed to operate 


seized enemy exhibition proper- 
ties. 
Acoulon, through his attorney 


Paul Weill, filed countercharges 
against Siritzky accusing him of de- 
liberately trading with the enemy 
thus blocking a possible surrender 
of former Siritzky properties. The 
court which passed sentence in- 
cluded one Jewish judge in order 
to circumvent any anti-Semitic al- 
legations. 

Since the war's end Siritzky has 
been operating Siritzky Interna- 
tional Pictures in New York with 
his sons, Sam and Joseph. The 
company distributes French films 
in the U. S. and also runs the Am- 
bassador and Elysee theatres, N. Y. 





‘Lili Marlene’ Composer 
Gets Denazification OK 


Hanover, Nov. 1. 

Norman Schultze, composer of 
“Lili Marlene,” has the red light 
to get back to composing. A Ger-— 

an denazification court here ruled 
Schultze is a minor offender. He | 
may not run as a candidate in Ger- 
man elections and must pay 3,000 
marks costs. 

Press reports from England said 
he had royalties running as high. 
as $550,000 awaiting him on Brit- 
ish performances of “Lili,” but 
there was doubt he'd be able to 
collect. 


. gol” 


received 20,000,000 | 


Already? 


Circuit managers have al- 
ready noticed a steadying of 
their business post-Election. 
They don’t know whether it’s 
the general stabilization of 
business, following the Pres- 
idential race, but business 
seems to be on sounder foot- 
ing 

Some of the more enthusi- 
astic Democrats want to 
kudos President Truman’s in- 
fluence as the reason therefor. 





SWG Group East 
On Tele Rights 


Delegation from the Screen 
Writers Guild arrived in New York 
over the weekend for conferences 
with representatives of the other 
affiliates in the Authors League of 
America on the subject of tele- 
vision writing. Initial meeting was 
held Monday afternoon (8) 
confabs will probably continue sev- 
eral days. 





Aim of the sessions is apparentiy | 


to coordinate the ideas of the east 


and west branches of the League's” 


television committee, which have 


been studying the subject more or 
less independently for the last six 
months. Coast contingent includes 
Sheridan Gibney, SWG president; 
Dwight Taylor and attorney Mor- 
ris E. Cohn. Attending the Monday 
meeting for the other affiliates 
were Rex Stout and Gilbert Ga- 
briel, for the Authors Guild; A. O. 
Goetz and Arthur Schwartz, for 
the Dramatists Guild; and Lee 
Berg and Sheldon Stark for the 
Radio Writers Guild, with Luise 
Sillcox and Evelyn Burkey, respec- 
tive executive-secretary and assist- 
ant, representing the League. 


FLOCK OF SHOWFOLK 





ON THE LAM BY AIR 


list of show biz celebs | 


Long 
planed in and out of New York’s 
LaGuardia airport this week. | In- 
grid Bergman arrived from the 
Coast Monday (8) for the special 
charity preem tonight (Wed.) of 
“Joan of Arc’ (Walter Wanger- 
RKO) at the Broadway Victoria 
theatre. Proceeds go to the United 
Hospitals Fund. 

Frank Sinatra and his wife re- 
turned to the Coast Friday (5) after 
a N. Y. vacation. Merle Oberon, 
after returning from a European 
vacation, flew to Hollywood the 
same day to begin work in “Op- 
;eration Malaya” and “I Married a 
Communist,” both at RKO. On 
Saturday (6), Linda Darnell re- 
turned to the Coast after a two- 
week tour of eastern veterans 
hosps. 
| Metopera baritone Set Svanholm 
planed to England Monday ‘8) for 
|a series of eight performances with 
ithe Royal Opera at Coventry Gar- 
‘dens. He then goes to his native 
Sweden to sing with the Stockholm 
,Opera Company before rejoining 
the Met in N. Y. 





Brit. Ban on Ben Hecht’s 
Byline Childish—Wilcox 
Ban on pictures written by Ben 

Hecht by the Cinematograph Ex- 

hibitors Assn. was branded as 

“childish” by independent produ- 

cer Herbert Wilcox, who arrived 

in New York last week. Such a 

boycott, he said, could only ema- 

‘Continued on page 20) 











Violinsky Says 

Solly Violinsky, songwriter- 
vaudevillian who has “laid off 
under four presidents.” not 
counting Truman’s_ second 
term, was at a legit which had 
been roundly panned. He com- 
plained he was “dying for a 
smoke” but the manager as- 
sured him it was all right, “go 
ahead, the fireman is a good 
feller.’ Violinsky demurred, 
“I’m afraid; there’s so much 
‘paper’ in the house.” 


and 


wagt peo 





This Week's Football 








By MARTY GLICKMAN 
(Sports Director of WMGM, N. YJ) 

















| COLLEGE 
EAST ' 
*GAMES SELECTION tPOINTS 
nT ren se oo ree eee Army 13 
Army being compared to wartime Davis-Blanchard 11. 
William & Mary-Boston College .......... W&M 7 
| The Eagles can't match W&M’s speed. 
Brewn-Harvard ................ ..... Brown 6 
Brown gets better each Saturday. 
‘: — Colgate-Syracuse .............. Colgate 13 
Pee, Anything can happen in this traditional rivalry. 
eS A rg Navy-Columbia Navy 7 


After Notre Dame, Michigan and Penn, the Lions will seem 
like lambs to the Middies. 


341st Week! 








3,425 Performances — Dartmouth-Cornell Dartmouth 6 
All-time long run record in the Dartmouth is a more veteran array 
egitimate theatre. Fordham-Holy Cross Holy Cross 19 
KEN MURRAY’S ’ The Ram is getting better, but not quickly enough. 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” Georgetown-Villanova Villanova : 13 
EI Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. The Wildcats are one of the best independents in the country 
And now in world-wide release Ratgers-NY( Rutgers , > 26 
: “BILL AND COO” Once upon a time Rutgers was a “breather” for the Violets. 
a : - How times have changed! 
Ken Murray *Fil Temple-Penn State .......... — ef 20 
Academy Award Film Only Army is a match for Petchel, Rogel and Co. 
Princeton-Yale Princeton 13 


Princeton is very good now, after a*slow start. 


High Court Nixes 


SOUTH 


Alabama-Georgia Tech eye Tech 20 
Rambling Wreck is out to get even for Tennessee upset. 
SMU-Arkansas ; SMU 13 
Lawson Request Mustangs heading for another southwestern crown. 
Georgia-Auburn ee eee: .. Georgia 26 
e e e Johnny Rauch supposed to be the best passer in the south. 
Baylor-Tulane , oe .. Tulane a 
On Jurisdiction The Bears’ undefeated bubble burst last week. 
Clemson-Wake Forest ............... Wake Forest 6 


Washington, Nov. 9. Deacons are getting better each week. 


wi ; George Washington-Duke deemed Duke 19 
John Howard Lam — of An easy one on the Blue Devils’ difficult schedule. 
the “unfriendly 10,” must make his Florida-Kentucky Florida q 


appeal from his contempt of Con- The Kentucky Wildcats have disappointed all season. 
gress conviction to the U. S. Court ies rag" Sag a 6 Aptana ar cee bat bh 7 
é Steve Van Buren’s kid brother plays at , but he’s not in 
of Appeals here. his big brother’s class yet. si 
The Supreme court yesterday Mississippi-Tennessee os .e.. Tennessee 13 
‘8) nixed Lawson's request that it General Neyland’s gang racked up the upset of the south 
take immediate jurisdiction on the against Georgia Tech. 


‘ Sig es : No. Carolina-Maryland ....... ...... No. Carolina 14 
ground that the suit involves im- | The Tarheels relaxed last Saturday but won’t again. 
portant constitutional questions. Rice-Texas A&M ...................... .. Rice 7 
The Hollywood screen writer's ap- The Aggies don’t have it. 
peal in the Court of Appeals has $0. Carolina-Tulsa ........... - So. Carolina 19 
been pending for months. He now rulsa has lost the formula. 

a | Texas-Texas Christian coe .. Texas 7 

has about 10 days to get in his Flip a coin to call this one. 
final briefs. Virginia-West Virginia ... West Virginia € 


While insisting upon additional Another of those traditional meetings. 
time to get these papers before the | 
tribunal, Lawson’s attorneys pulled 


a surprise some weeks back by Ohio State-Hlinois 





MIDWEST 
.. Hinois 13 


asking the Supreme Court to take The Illini played Michigan to a standstill two weeks ago. 

over the case. This was the move , Indiana-Michigan yt eer Michigan 27 

which failed yesterday. ae Wolverine will try to improve on ND’s win over Hoosiers. 
Lawson's is the test case for the Minneseta-Iowa Pree eee Minnesota 6 

10 who refused to tell the House A rugged affair. oP 

Un-American Activities Committee ; Michigan State-Iowa State ...... Michigan State 35 

whether they were members of the | Iowa State is way out of its class. 

Communist party. In the event | Kansas State-Kansas oe ere . Kansas 13 

that the Court of Appeals upholds | Kansas beginning to come back after Sauer left to coach Navy. 

Lawson’s conviction, he can go to Marquette-Wisconsin ...................Wisconsin 19 

the Supreme Court again and ask This is one Stuhldreher’s student critics can’t criticize. 

for a review, _Colorado-Missouri ......... are Missouri 20 


The “show me” boys were shown by Oklahoma last Saturday. 


Coincidentally, on the very day | Now they'll show the Buffaloes. 


that the Supreme 


ing down ‘pprecthmgae | mg Nebraska-Oklahoma Tae We Oklahoma 26 
Thomas. chairman of the | “* The Sooners are winding up as Big 7 champions. 

aa of the Un-Amer- | Northwestern-Not D N 
ican Activities Committee, was be- | "Nowe Dame ....... otre Dame 13 


ing indicted by a Washington grand Northwestern will probably represent Big 9 in Rose Bowl. 
jury for payroll padding. Among 
the charges against him was that! 
he drew vouchers for persons al- 
legedly working on the committee, 
when no work was ever done. 





FAR WEST 
Washington State-California ... ' California 14 
Lynn Waldorf, after so many disappointing seasons at North- 
western, now has two great years on the Coast. 








Oregon-UCLA (Fri. nite) iden sate eras oie Oregon 13 

a . The Uclans are dissension-ridden. 
’ ° | Utah-Oregon State ................ Oregon State 19 
Roundup of H wood Pix A walkover for State. 

" ER A EERE a USC 13 
| Names Set to Sail For The Trojans are the second best team on the Coast. 
| | ial 
| Command Performance PROFESSIONAL 
Meltewnad. Stor NATIONAL LEAGUE 
| ollywood, Nov. 9. Los Angeles-NY Giants .................... Rams 14 


Norman Siegel has rounded up a The Giants must wait till next year. 
troupe of film names to represent _Boston-Philadelphia Eagles Cae Teese y et Se Eagies 21 
Hollywood at the Third Royal Com- deen ne Pa mag = class of the ae hee ~ 
mand _Film Performance in Lon- Green Bay is having its worst season in years. 
don, Nov. 29. Leaving here on Fri- Chicago Cardinals-Pittsburgh .......Cardinals Zi 
day are Alan Ladd, Patricia Neal, | The Cardinals have the best group of running backs in the 
Sue Carol, Virginia Mayo and Billy league in Trippi, Angsmann and Harder. 
DeWolfe iat tg Redskins _.. .... Redskins 14 

° Sammy Baugh ski , , 

Sias welll eesiet Sees aaa te y ugh and his Redskins are on the warpath. 

New York and sail on the Maure- 





ALL-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


tania Nov. 16. Ronald Reagan will Chicago Rockets-Baltimore Colts ........... Colts 21 

sail on the Brittanie Nov. 19. Cur- ined gga are so bad the league may close the Chicago 

rently in England and waiting to Brooklyn-New York ............. ee - 

take part in the event are Robert The Yankees are getting back to last year’s status. 

Taylor, Elizabeth Taylor and Myrna Les Angeles-Buffalo ... .... ose sess ... Bills 21 
Almost every British star of, = ‘The game ofthe ceacan rowns 7 


The game of the season. 
SEASON'S RECORD 
Won, 234; Lost, 68; Tied, 8; Pct., .775. 
(Ties don’t count) 


note will also be participating in 
the stage show, which is being 
produced by Jack Hulbert. The 
affair is being held in benefit for 
the Cinematograph Trade Benevo- — 
lent Fund and the selected film is * College games are played Saturd 
“Scott of the Antarctic,” produced Sunday unless otherwise stated. 


by J. Arthur Rank. + Point margin represents selector’s choic ici 
| Top admission price is $105. i odds, . Par ee ee ee 
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NUTS TO POLLS 


Showmen from coast to coast, and in all walks where influ- 
ences of polls and surveys were accented, have frankly voiced 
thanks to President Truman for at least one major contribution. 


By his election Mr. Truman has unroped them from Roper, 
galloped away from Gallup, and he may even roll Hooper, et al., 
down the alley. In short, the vigorous expressions, voiced with 
sudden elation, have been along the lines, “Now we'll all go back 
to the fundamentals and the essence of American industry—ad- 
venture. Nuts to the polls.” 


You hear it also in press and publishing, as well as film, radio 
and adman circles. It had gotten so that by means of polls, 
graphs and surveys they almost rationalized themselves out of 
existence; certainly, at the very least, the excitement and ad- 
venture of daring to do the unconventional became inhibited 
and hamstrung. 


Showmen, whose daring in formative years got them into the 
importance they now enjoy, no longer seem to dare to do the 
things of their earlier careers. The hazard and excitement, the 
adventure and the daring which propelled them into industrial, 
economic and artistic importance became unwittingly stylized— 
almost regimented—by blind adherence to “public acceptance.” 


We all know the answer, don’t we? If you asked the public its 
ideas about making a picture about a drunk: (“Lost Weekend”), 
a priest (“Going My Way”) or anti-Semitism (“Gentleman’s 
Agreement”), the answers would have been negative. You dare 
to do, and you get big boxoffice and Academy awards. That goes 
for Sam Goldwyn’s dare-to-do with an early postwar theme, in- 
cluding such theoretical tabus as the handless veteran (Harold 
Russell) in “Best Years Of Our Lives.” And it applies right down 
the line to today’s films about a deaf-mute (“Johnny Belinda’), 
a psychiatric exposition (“Snake Pit”), and the like. The payoffs 
are obvious. 


Polls have told Hollywood they’re strong for whodunits and 
mysteries—and the film cans are surfeited now with these. Same 
was true of musicals but once they died out their comeback was 
a certainty. 


Certainly the Dewey debacle is no kudos for the press corps 
attached to Mr. Truman’s campaign tours. Apparently you didn’t 
have to be a trained reporter to have noticed something was 
happening—excepting that the boys maybe didn’t bother to look. 


As for Mr. Truman, whether the 21,500,000 Republicans who 
voted for Dewey like it or not, he is our President until 1952. 
Whether any or all the “fears” about the President’s policies on 
labor, etc. materialize, there is this one important beacon for 
show business—if it means more leisure hours for labor, that 
must redound to benefit of show business. The boxoffices always 
spurt when there is more time for entertainment. And, mean- 
time, nuts to polls and back to some of that basic showmanship 
which, in former years, didn’t require filing anything in triplicate 
if a showman wanted to go brush his teeth. Abel. 


oo. — = 


Variety’ Poll Now Finds They’ l 


; Still Go on Underwriting Polls 





Despite the shaking of faith suf-+ 
fered by the poll-takers following | 
the Presidential election last week, 
most film industry users of public 


auen renee Gpete~s) See nent tax returns are missing in the 
, y . ? I I ] § “4 Ss 

— ” Vaeerte-<h07 they a go city tax office scandal, 
right on shelling out coin for the py ocpnects of having to make good | 
service. ithe funds. Local officialdom was | 
Industry who scan the shaken last spring when the sui- 
weekly statistics provided by Dr. cide of a clerk in the amusement. 
George Gallup’s Audience Re- tax division of the Receiver of 
search Institute ,or by their own Taxes Office led to the discovery 
researchers declared — confiden- of an 
tially—that their faith in the polls $300,000. 
wasn't shaken too badly because 
they never had much belief in 
them anyway The ARI figures 


, res | : 
lene geen yee - pte to | B L, Small Indie 
Get Ist Brit. Loa 


think they won't go on doing so. 
London, Nov. 9. 


Exhibs Get It Double 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 
Film exhibs here, whose amuse- 


execs 





Such staunch old subscribers to | 
ARI as Columbia, Samuel Goldwyn 
and David O. Selznick maintained 
that the value of the figures lay in| 
the individual user's interpretation The British 
ad —. Pivw paged decdingg = nounced today its first a from 
don’t know their own mind, it was the $20,000,000 fund ae y = 
stated, but are valuable in getting up to aid indie film producers. Sir 

Alexander Korda’s British Lion 


comparative values of titles, ad 4. \°: - ‘ ‘ 
‘onti ; distributing company received up 
(Continued on page 24) wards of $4.000-000, while Exclu- 
sive Films, small indie distribution 
: | outfit, got about $100, 000. 
J. C, Stein Out of Hosp / peed ie companies will not be 
Jules C. Stein returned to his eligible for loans from the fund 
Beverly Hills home over the week- unless all of their frozen funds are 
end after being away since June, exhausted, it was stated by James 
most of the time in Europe. Upon Lawrie, managing director of the 
his return from abroad last month | government’s Film Finance Corp. 
Stein contracted a bothersome in-| Only one U. S. firm has evinced in- 
fection which the medicos at Pres-| terest in such a loan. United 
byterian Lospital, N. Y., finally lo-| Artists recently broached the sub- 
calized, but it caused the Music ject to Lawrie, but there was no 
Corp. of America chairman to re- | formal application. 
Main confined for checkup more Lawrie also stated that he had 
than a week. It was diagnosed as nixed the requests of a number of 
a form of influenza. other British firms for advances. 
His wife, Doris, returned west The British Lion loan is based on 
With him. j | (Continued on page 18) 





face strong | 


alleged embezzlement of | 


government an-| 





Nashington, Nov. 

Victory A Harry S. Sao at 
the polls last week will affect the 
film industry on several fronts, 
principally by meaning more of 
the same rather than the changes 
likely to come with a new Ad- 
| ministration. 

Specifically, 

mean: 
| 1. No admission tax reductions 
| and probably no changes in either 
| corporate or personal 
| taxes. 
2. An end to any hope of the 
|Big Four anti-trust defendants 
| that if they stalled until next year, 
| they might be able to work out a 
| better settlement under another 
| administration. 

3. No change in the handling of 
| the ASCAP case regarding its 
| charge for musical soundtracks on 
| films. (The Federal District Court 
|actions barring ASCAP from col- 
| lecting from exhibitors probably 
| will go unchallenged by the Gov- 
| ernment.) 

4. Gael Sullivan’s job with The- 
'atre Owners of America appears 
|solid and those who complained 
| that he would not go so good with 
|a Republican Administration have 
|/no bag to punch any more. 

5. House Labor subcommittee 
probes of the labor situation in 
Hollywood will probably be buried, 
although Rep. Carroll Kearns (R., 


here is what it will 


(Continued on page 24) 


JOHNSTON-EXECS MEETS 
‘MAY SHIFT WEST LATER w 


Top industry execs, at the series | 
|of sessions they’re slated to hold 
|in New York next Tuesday-Wed- 
|nesday - Thursday (16-17-18), will 
|determine on the feasibility of | 
|holding another set of meetings 
|} with production chiefs on the 
Coast later in the month. If it is 
decided that the studie stanzas are 
necessary or desirable, it is re- 
ported that they will be held about 
Nov. 30. 

Among the items to be taken up 
in Hollywood is closer teamwork 


| 


‘and liaison between the Motion 








Coast affiliate, the Motion Picture 


prexy of both organizations, but 
the AMPP operates with Para- 
mount studio exec Y. Frank Free- 
;man as chairman. It is believed 
| there will be a tightening of the 
A ontinued on _Page 62) 





| 


Election Day and return to nor- 
|malcy thereafter is not giving biz 
| at firstruns generally the hypo an- 
ticipated. However, in some key 


cities covered by VARIETY, especial- | 


ly in the midwest Farm Belt area 
a definite uptrend was noted over 
| the weekend. Launching of “Song 
\Is Born” (RKO) in some 10 addi- 
ba keys is enabling the new 
anny Kaye picture to make such 
kh strong showing, it is edging into 
top position nationwide, closely fol- 
lowed by “Red River” 
has been smash for several wecks 


after copping first place last ses- | 


sion. 

Third place winner is “Johnny 
Belinda” (WB) which has been up 
with the big-money pictures for 
weeks. “Road House” (20th), a new 
‘entry showing surprising strength, 
is taking fourth slot. Fifth spot 
goes to “Sealed Verdict” (Par) 
while “Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) 
is sixth. “Hamlet” (U), even though 
roadshowing and in many limited- 
capacity houses, is winding up 
seventh with “Julia Misbehaves” 
(M-G) in eighth. 

Top runner-up films are 
Street” (RKO), “Night Has 1,000 
Eves” (Par), “Gallant Blade” (Col) 
and “Touch of Venus” (U) in that 
order. 


“Race 


FEW D.C. CHANGES FOR PIX BIZ 





NNMORE OF SAME 


ELEGTION IINRESULTS Remaining 4 of the ‘Big Meeting 


With Gov't on Breaking-Up of Vast 
Theatre Chains; Trial Resumes 29th 





Chaplin Hunts a Femme 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Charles Chaplin is hunting an 
unknown femme to be distaff lead 
in his next picture, still untitled, 


+ 
4 


| Warner 


The Government and the four 
major theatre-owning companies— 
Paramount, 20th-Fox, Metro and 
Bros. — will attempt to 


|agree at least partially on the dis- 


position 
Federal 


theatres. 
court will ad- 
journ the main anti-trust action to- 


of partnership 
statutory 


income 


which will go into production next day (Wed.) until Nov. 29 to afford 


spring. 'the parties time to get together. 
Currently Chaplin is working on | Three-weex adjournment will also 
the script for the picture, in which | pe yseq by Paramount and 20th to 
he will star in addition to his other’ gather * stipulated testimony of 
chores as producer and director. | partners in place of their appear- 





Pa.), chairman of the subcommit- | 


20th Exploring 
NT Divorcement : 


National Theatres prez Charles 
P. Skouras is scheduled to arrive 
at the 20th-Fox homeoffice today 


| ing personally at the trial. 


| 


(Wed.) to begin exploratory talks | 


with 20th h.o. toppers on the pos- 
sibilities of divorcing the NT circuit | 
from its 20th parent organization. 
|Move follows the Government’s ac- | 
ceptance last week of RKO plans | 
to break down its organization | 
into separate production-distribu- 
tion and theatre companies. 

NT exec John Bertero and treas- | 
lurer Harry Cox preceded Skouras, | 
|having planed in from the Coast 
| Monday (8) night. Sitting in on the 
‘confabs among the h.o. execs wiil be 
20th prez Spyros Skouras, veepee 


Request for the postponement 
came at the end of the second day 
of re-hearings before the court 
| consisting of myo ae Augustus N. 
Hand, Henry Goddard and Al- 
fred C. Coxe he was immediately 

ranted. Court reconvenes today 
(Wed. ) only for a brief stretch to 
| permit Warner Bros. to complete 
its defense. 

In the delayed period, the Gov- 
vernment and the companies will 
make efforts to agree on who 
among the majors’ partners are in 
the exhibition business or poten- 
| tially so. The attempt to fix that 
fact is predicated on the U. S. Su- 
preme Court decision in the case 
which held that all partnership ar- 

(Continued on page 6) 


‘Hamlet’s’ U.S. B.0. Take 
And ‘Red Shoes’ Revises 





_release in general situations. Old 
version of the picture has grossed | 


Picture Assn. of America and its | 


Producers Assn. Eric Johnston is. 


National Boxoffice Survey | 
Post-Election Biz Not Smash — ‘Song,’ 


(UA). Latter | 


‘., C. Michel, treasurer Donald 
(Continued on page 20) 


Upward Yields to Yanks 


| On the strength of U. S. boxoffice 





REVAMP ‘ECSTASY’ “Hamlet and “the” Hed Shoes” 
IN PITCH TO PC product from the British film: 


j|maker, upward revision of the 
Hollywood, Nov. /amount of money which will filter 
Revamped with new dialog, ae ‘through to American companies via 
scoring and a bit of laundering, the ‘the Anglo-British film pact is now 
controversial Hedy Lamarr film, regarded as likely. Yank distribs 
“Ecstasy.” is making a pitch for a/stand to benefit because the inter- 
Production Code seal, hoping for national deal credits the companies 
(Continued on page 18) 





more than $1,000,000 in about 250. Tse 


























arty houses but has never gone | 
,into widespread distribution. | 
Approximately 2,000 feet of new RIE7 Y 
film has been lensed here by | 
| Gustav Machety, producer-writer- | | Trade Mark Wecivteres 
director, to eliminate r trouble. | FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
| which have caused censor trouble. ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
The new version parallels the | |/154 west 46h St. New York 19, N. ¥. 
(C ontinued on page 24) | pe gt] ne hai 
a Washington 4 
{|} 1292 National Press Building 
Chicago 1 
j 360 No. Michigan Ave 
j fendon WC? 
‘River ° 1 & St. Martin’s Pl, Yrafalgar Sa. 
! 
‘ . 9¢ 9 «¢ . 96 ’ . ’ {| SUBSCRIPTION 
Belinda,’ ‘Road,’ ‘Verdict,’ ‘Blood’ Pace Field Auneal......610 Sevelgn...... $11 
’ | Singte i Pree ee ree Lee "5 Cents 
to its promise of last week. It still I - 
is. sturdy in N .Y. on second round, || V Se a 
ql ay onc rit ot. 172 Batam No. 10 
fancy in Toronto and big in L. A. | ee 
| “Snake Pit” (20th) hints great pos- | || 
sibilities on the basis of its first ||) __ INDEX : 
week’s showing in N. Y. where || Bills .........-...e.000. 55 
smash, despite a general letdown ||| Chatter ................. 62 
on reso - Pear aor '|| Film Reviews ...........15 
‘Gotta Stay Happy” (U) is head-— . ae en 
1ing for a nice session on preem at | House Reviews rie 56 
N. Y¥.-Musie Hall. Despite zood re- Inside Music ............46 
views, “Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) ||| Inside Pictures ean 5 
aoet se ——— well = | Inside Radio ............39 
la qate a IN. ° OXY. en 1] > sos 
Baby Smiles at Me” (20th) is || insige Seterislon Re el ae 
rounding up a big session on San ||| International 17 
Francisco teeoff. “Dear Secretary” ||| Legitimate ............. 37 
(UA), another _hewcomer, looks ‘Bl 2 eee ore 61 
strong in Chi with stage layout. HH] Music 42 |I 
“Wight Tie ip Boveta’- (ag is es eeeee’ - 
is handling fancy trade in Louis- i New Acts eertnesccces OD 
ville. “Gallant Blade” (Col) will do \ Night Club Reviews 5 see 55 
on in red = o— : am | Obituaries ............. 63 
spots currently. “Velvet Touch” || eS 42 
(RKO) looms smooth in Denver. Oreche — So” eS 
“Hills of Home” (M-G) will hit big |} a eee 
j ‘ | ae re Se eee 
total in serene, ; } tadio Reviews ....+.++- 40 |i 
“Red Shoes” (EL), still near ca- || eT EE eae — 
pacity in N. Y., spurted to rousing | frank Scully .......... 61 || 
total in fourth Washing round, i Telev | aie te ae 29 | 
beating third week’s figure. “Ab-'|| elevision Reviews ...... 35 
bott-Costello Meet Frankenstein” || y audeville .......cccse. 52 
(U) hit a fine session in Montreal ||‘ 
and is okay in Louisville. i} DAILY VARIETY 
(Published in Hollywood by 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on |! ens a earets end 


Again pacing the new entries is 
i“June Bride” (WB), living up 
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See Revised RKO Theatres’ Net 





Anti-Trust 


. . Enf bd e be | l——mg Continued from page 3 
Unimpair orced Liquidation creer men sox su 


the outside interest was an invest- 





RKO’s theatre profits which hit¢— 


$7,023,134 in 1947 will not be sub- , 
stantially reduced by the enforced | 
liquidation under a consent decree 
of the new company’s holdings in | 
241 partnership theatres. The new 
circuit will be well off, insiders say, 
and the advantageous deal closed 
by the RKO board with the govern- 
ment will put its stockholders in a 
sound spot for raking in future 
dividends. 

Of the $7,023,134 theatre-wing 
profit in °47, only $577,466 came 
from partnership theatres during 
the year in the form of dividends. 
Even this sum is not completely 
washed up by the decree since the 
new company will have the right to 
buy a maximum of 30 houses from 
its present co-venturers. 

Playing up the relative unim- 

ortance of the partner-houses in 

KO’s scheme of things is the fact 
that the company’s joint interest | 
with the Skouras circuit in 66) 
houses of Metropolitan Playhouses 
never brought RKO a nickel in 
dividends. These Skouras-operated 
theatres have been liquidating a 
$6,000,000 bond issue and their 
profits have-been slotted exclu- 
sively to that amortization. ps 

Biggest chunk of coin last year 
from co-partnered theatres came 
from RKO’s 50% interest in 12 the- 
atres of the Trenfon-New Bruns- 
wick circuit in which Walter Reade 
has the other half interest. RKO | 
derived $150,000 in dividends from 
the chain. Its other substantial div- 
vies were $107,000 from SKE Op- 
erating, Ltd., and $45,000 from Col- 
orado Orpheum Co. 


Gross In ’47 
In all, the circuit grossed $45,- 
087,661 during ’47. Since the com- 
pany preserves intact its first-run 


nabe chain in metropolitan New | 


York, one of the two top circuits in 
the area, that gross should not de- 
cline sharply. 

The one-year period for liquida- 
tion of partnership holdings im- 
posed by-the decree is not expected 
to force their sale at a great sacri- 
fice. Industry attorneys believe the 
court would grant additional time 
if the company demonstrates good 
faith in efforts to close out the 
holdings. Moreover, RKO itself 
considers that its right to buy back 
30 houses will prove valuable in af- 
fording it flexibility in negotiations. 


tory court approves the consent de- 
cree. 

Ned E. Depinet, president of 
RKO, in a statement this week de- 
clared that the new indie circuit 
would be intact after the decree 
sheared it from the production- 
distribution branch. Depinet said: 
“IT believe the consent decree is 
the only way RKO can be assured 
of retaining substantially all its 
so-called wholly-owned theatres. 
It also has the right under the de- 
cree to acquire without further 
court approval certain additional 
theatres in which RKO and other 
exhibitors presently have an inter- 
est. Our interest in the theatres 
which we must sell is in most cases 
that of a minority stockholder and 
those theatres are operated by 
others.” 


Loew’s Bowing Out Of 
Criterion, N.Y., Also Buff 
Pool With Par, and Others 


Loew's is selling its 50% interest 
in the Criterion. Broadway show- 
case. in which it partners with B. 
S. Moss, John W. Davis, attorney 
for the company, informed the 
N. Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tues.). Company is also liquidat- 
ing its interest in the Lee theatre, 
Richmond, and the Parkway. 
Brooklyn. 

Thirteen Buffalo houses which 
Metro jointly operates with Para- 
mount are being divided into two 
independent parcels and split be- 
tween the two companies, Davis 
said. Liquidation of the chain 
would have proceeded at once, he 
explained, but a third person (Vin- 
cent MeFaul) with minority in- 
terests has asked for a holdup until 
March so that he can protect his 
pension rights with Metro. 

McFaul wants to remain as an 
employee of Metro rather than sell 
his fractional holdings, according 
to Davis. Plan of dissolution is out- 
lined and ready and will be sub- 
mitted to the court within the next 





three months. | 


| prima facie evidence of RKO’s par- 
\ticipation in monopolistic trade noon was taken up with the testi- 
| practices by exhib lawyers. 


itaining substantially all its  so- 


‘called wholly-owned theatres.” 
No notice of a stockholder meet | 


will go out until the Federal statu- | 


ment one must be broken up by 


° ‘the sale of the majors’ holdings. 
Name Vaude as P Ic | Plea for a postponement was 
Hollywood, Nov. 9 /made by Seymour North Whitney, 


/Paramount’s lawyer, who declared 
Indie producer Paul Gordon is he had enticipated the need for 








Thomson Back to SAG 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Kenneth Thomson, one of the 





to do a film made up of vaude | .a)ing 20 witnesses from all over | 
sketches and musical interludes by ‘the country. If the court would. 
top name entertainers. List al- | prant the adjournment and the 
ready includes Judy Canova, Bert |Government would consent to in- 
Lahr, Victor Moore, William Gax- troduction of stipulated testimony 





ton, Joan Davis, Dinah Shore, Ed instead, the case could be com- 
Wynn, Benny Goodman and Larry pleted within one week of renewed 
Adler. : hearings, he said. Whitney also 
Gordon's last stint was In CO- | «+ offered to meet with the Gov- 
production with George Moskov on | vernment to try to agree on what 
Proccnanyh Magic, Yehudi Menuhin theatres must be sold or could be 
starrer now being roadshown. kept. John F. Caskey, represent- 
| ing 20th-Fox, joined in the request. 
« He asked the time to eliminate the 
RKO Div need for bringing in investor part- 
orcemen ners for their testimony. Other 

majors then joined in the plea. 

ee Estops Any Shifts 

B Off al The postponement was granted 
ecomes Ci on condition that the majors agree 
|not to expand their holdings or | 
Ending a 10-year litigation,)change their theatre situations | 
RKO’s consent decree agreement during the three-week period. This | 
with the Department of Justice | was done on stipulation of the de-| 
was approved by the N. Y. federal | fense. Special Ass’t Attorney Gen-| 
statutory court at the ouset of the eral Robert L. Wright, Govern- 
resumption of hearings in the Gov-|ment’s chief trial counsel, de- 
ernment’s anti-trust action Monday | manded the agreement claiming 
(8). The three-man court okayed indie exhibs were urgently press- 
the decree, requiring RKO to di-'ing for a theatre expansion freeze. 
vest some of its theatre holdings, No mention was made of the 
after it was presented by assistant possibility of renewed settlement | 
attorney general Robert L. Wright | talks during the period. However, 
and RKO attorney Gordon E.|/it is. considered a possible if not 
Youngman. likely development. As for the 
Youngman insisted that the court | Little Three—Columbia, United 
approve the settlement in advance | Artists and Universal-—they raised 
of hearing testimony on the case no objection to the delay. Edward 


‘in order to safeguard RKO from |C. Raftery, UA attorney, declared | 
‘liability in any future exhibitor “we're trying to find a way of not | 


triple-damages suits. If testimony | putting any evidence in.” His com- | 
was allowed, Youngman said, the! pany would seek only the grant- 
consent decree could be used as ing of some new findings of fact. 
Entire yesterday (Tues.) after- 
mony of W. Stewart MacDonald, | 

RKO prez Ned E. Depinet hailed | Warners’ ass’t treasurer. He was} 
the court’s approval of the decree, led by WB’s attorney, ex-Judge 
which he said, “will have far-reach- | Joseph M. Proskauer, through a 
ing and, I believe, very beneficial | description of the first-run theatre 
effects on our future. In a short | situation in a large number of 
time,” he said, “our theatre com-/| cities. John Paul Curtin, Repub- 
pany will commence operations as | lic’s ass’t to the sales chief, testi- 
an independent circuit. I believe | fied briefly on a breakdown of the 
the consent decree is the only |company’s bookings during 1943- 
way RKO can be assured of re- 44 season. 

Indies’ Improved Position 
Both Metro and Warner Bros. 

Depinet said, “Fortunately RKO tackled the problem of demon- 
has since its organization operated | strating that the film situation had 
its theatres independently of its materially changed to the advan- 
production and distribution busi- tage of indies since the first hear- 
ness. We have had a Picture Com- ings were held before the three- 
pany and a Theatre Company, and judge bench. In the second day of 
from an administrative standpoint trial (Tues.), M-G pounded away at 
each has had its own management the result of its competitive bid 
and staff. For that reason, the sepa- system which it inaugurated in 
ration to be undertaken will be a_ 1946. 
relatively simple one.” William F. Rodgers, Metro's 


,sales chief, analyzed a town-by- 
‘ ° 'town breakdown of bookings to 
RKO in Chi Stresses ' show that indies were now obtain- 
. : ing a far greater slice of M-G’s 
Theatre-Distrib Apart first-run product as a_ result of 
Chicago, Noy. 9. bidding in many situations. Called 
Appeal from Chicago federal to the stand by Metro’s attorney 
district court Judge Michael Igoe’s John W. Davis, Rodgers declared 
ruling last July, in which he held that competitive bidding had ac- 
that RKO theatres and distribution complished exactly what the court 
were one and the same, was made_ intended. 
today in the Chi circuit court of Conceding that the Supreme 
appeals by RKO counsel Miles Court had nixed the system as 
: Seeley. compulsory form of selling, Davis 
While admitting that both com- declared that used voluntarily it 
| panies are subsidiaries of the same voided the Government charge of 
| parent organization, Seeley argued discrimination. Judge Hand tagged 
‘that the RKO Palace and Grand the evidence as “very good proof” 
theatres here are not leased, con- but whether it has any bearing on 
trolled or operated by the RKO the question “in view of the Su- 
distribution company. To all in- preme Court decision is another 
tents, he said, RKO pictures and _ thing.” 
RKO distribs are two. separate Rodgers said his company had 
companies. also made a thorough national sur- 
If the appeal is sustained, the yey of clearances. Company has 
Palace and Grand would be exempt straightened out unfair and ovetr- 
from the two-week limitations and long clearances, he added. Ques- 
other restrictions of the Jackson tioned by Wright on what deter- 
Park decree. RKO distribs also mined whether a bid would be con- 
would be cleared of the charge of sidered, Rodgers denied the Gov- 
being in contempt of the J. P. ernment inference that higher 
decree. ‘rentals alone were the objective. 


In ap oi Figs bidding 
BROWN HEADS AMPP rights were grante cause an 
STUDIO PUBLICITY ORG ae paotheen wre affidavits of J. 


_exhib did not have sufficient prod- 
. Robert Rubin, company veepee; 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. Charles C. Moskowitz, veepee and 
George Brown was named chair- | treasurer; and Joseph Vogel, thea- 
man of the Studio Publicity Di- tre veepee, on the history of Metro 
rectors of AMPP, succeeding John and its present theatre setup. 
Joseph, who shifts over to the! Hundreds of changes* in runs 
chairmanship of the publicity di- have been put through, Rodgers 
rectors’ executive committee. told the court. Davis drew a laugh 
With Stanley Shuford heading when he refused to say whether 
the eastern committee, both Holly- other companies had done likewise 
wood and New York groups are “We don’t confer with the others.” 
chairmaned by Paramount exec- attorney retorted in response to a 
utives, i question by Judge Hand. His com- 





} 





founders and former executive sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
has rejoined that group as admin- 
istrator of the new television di- 
vision. 

In addition to Thomson, the 
current SAG executive staff con- 
sists of John Dales, Jr., executive 
secretary; Murray Kinnell, agency 
division administrator; Pat Som- 
erset. assistant executive secretary, 
and E. T. B. Harris, public relations 
director. Since 1944, Thomson 
has been in the agency and pro- 
duction fields. 


‘Little 3’ Fears 
More Exhib Suits 


Fear that a consent decree could 
be used in evidence by exhibs 
bringing private anti-trust actions 
against major companies has effec- | 
tively barred a settlement of the 
Government suit by United Artists, 
Universal and Columbia. Dept. of 
Justice has strongly hinted that it 
is willing to sign a decree with the 
Little Three incorporating the sel- | 
ling restrictions now validated by 
the Federal courts. Non-theatre 
owning companies, however, be- 
lieve a consent would be used as 
proof of anti-trust violations. 

Point was spotlighted when RKO 
this week obtained an approval of 
its decree from the statutory court 
during hearings. Gordon Young- 





Floyd Odlum’s First Reject Rights — 
To Match Hughes RKO Theatre Bids 


+ Right of Floyd B. Odlum, board 


chairman of Atlas Corp., to first 
call on Howard Hughes’ controlling 
stock interest in the proposed 
RKO theatre company has chilled 
a number of financial syndicates 
interested in acquiring the new 


circuit. Odlum, it is now confirmed, 
has been granted by Hughes the 
privilege of meeting any bid made 
for the iatter’s 24% stock interest 
in the exhibition unit. The cards 
are regarded as stacked in his 
favor to ultimately take over the 
theatre company which will be set 
up under RKO’s consent decree in 
the anti-trust suit. 


“It takes the sting out of things 
to know that Odlum has first crack 
at the circuit,” one theatre man 
put it to Variety. Ordinarily, he 
said, his group would make a 
strong bid for control. “The way 
it is set up, Odlum can sit back 
and let the others fight it out— 
then take over himself,” he added. 


While persistent rumors have 
credited several syndicates, includ- 
ing one headed by Malcolm Kings- 
berg, RKO theatre veepee, and an- 
other of Robert O’Donne!ll, Para- 
mount theatre partner, with mak- 
ing offers for the Hughes stock, it 
is now understood that neither has 
come forward with a_ tangible 
proposition. Moreover, rumored 
price of $38,000,000-$40,000,000 for 
the theatres is believed to be high- 
er than the circuit will ultimately 
bring. 

In this regard, book value of the 
chain is fixed at $38,000,000. 


|Against this are mortgages and 


other indentures which total $25,- 
000,000. Book evaluation repre- 
sents highly conservative account- 
ing practices and it’s said that the 


man, RKO's general counsel, in-|theatres are worth considerably 


| sisted that the court okay the plan 


without first taking evidence be- 
cause he feared it otherwise could 
play a part in future treble-damage 


litigation. Court approval without | 
testimony eliminated that Ppossi- | 


bility, Youngman said. 


pany didn’t even know through 
reading trade papers, Davis added. 
During the opening day’s ( Mon.) 


testimony, it became clear that par- | 
tial divorcement was in the cards | 


for the major defendants. Against | 
argument by Proskauer that the 
‘Supreme Court had left open the 
question of whether the majors 
were guilty of monopoly, Judge | 
Hand declared that he understood 
(the high court’s opinion as sug-| 
gesting “some kind of divorcement” 
as a remedy. He spoke in even. 
stronger terms against Wright's | 
proposal for “total divorcement.” | 
He termed it an “extreme” meas- 
ure for forcing the Big Four to dis- 
gorge “the fruit of the evil tree.” 
But the direction of Wright's argu- | 
ment and evidence indicated that 
the Government would continue to 
press for complete divestiture. 


Main point hammered at 
by the majors’ attorneys during the 
initial day’s hearings was the ne- 
cessity for full argument before a 
final consent decree is handed 
down. If partial divorcement is the 
remedy, they argued, then it will 
be necessary to examine each spe- 
cific case where the Government 
demands it. 

While the Big Four attorneys 
concentrated their fire on Wright's 
argument for total divestiture, at- 
torneys for United Artists, Univer- 
sal and Columbia wanted relief 
from the trade practice injunctions 
imposed by the court. Louis Froh- 
lich, for Columbia, accused Wright 
of “callously” paving the way for 
a film industry ‘disaster’ by his 
encouragement of the “immoral” 
exhibitor antitrust suit. “It will 
only take a few triple damage suits 
to ruin each company,” Frohlich 
said, adding that the final decree 
must be so worded as not to have 
a prejudicial impact on the mass 
of exhib-distrib litigations. 

Wright spent most of his time in 
trying to introduce exhibits of the- 
atre ownership structure and al- 
leged = “cross-licensing conspira 
cies.” The court admitted all the 
exhibits over the objections of the 
defendants, but upheld the latter 
in barring data on the earnings of 
Republic. Universal and PRC for 
1944. The majors’ attorneys de- 
clared they would aecept such fig- 
ures if they had the right to cross- 
examine the persons who compiled 
them. j 


more. But it is not believed that 
the difference between book and 
real value is great enough to hoist 
the sale figure to $40,000,000. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Eddie Albert 
Barney Balaban 
Richard Beckhard 
Ingrid Bergman 
Jack Cardiff 
Sue Carol 
Morris E. Cohn 
Sam Cummins 
Joan Davis 
Armand Deutsch 
Billy DeWolfe 
Howard Dietz 
D. A. Doran 
Peter Fernandez 
Victor Fleming 
Paul Fox 

Betty Furness 
Sheridan Gibney 
Billy Gilbert 
Harvey Green 
Gladys Hellinger 
Sonja Henie 
Charles Hoffman 
Russell Holman 
Jennifer Jones 
Arthur Kelly 
Michael Kirby 
Berry Kroeger 
Alan Ladd 
Joshua Logan 
Virginia Mayo 
Gene Nelson 
Stephen Pallos 
Leo Robin 

Dore Schary 
Joshua Shelley 
Steve Slesinger 
Walter Slezak 
Dwight Taylor 
Lee Tracy 

Benay Venuta 
Irving Wallace 
Max Weinberg 
Edwin L. Weisl 
Mae West 


nm. ¥. te. A. 


Martin Gosch 

Ray Milland 

Ben Thau 

Lawrence Weingarten 
Stanford Zucker 


Europe to N. Y. 


Fritz Busch 

Zino Francescatti 
Fredric March 
Liddie Murphy 
Pola Negri 


N. Y. to Europe 


Montgomery Clift 

Sir Charles B. Cochran 
Gene Kelly 

Brock Pemberton 

J. Alden Talbot 
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‘Danny Kaye... And ‘Hamlet’ 


There's a lesson to show business and to world relations in 
such divergent instances as Danny Kaye’s grip on the British 
public .. . and the resounding click in America of Sir Laurence 
Olivier’s filmization (via the J. Arthur Rank Organization) of 


“Hamlet.” 


That’s the QED on almost anything and everything as regards 
creating a frontier on art. Show business brooks no drawn lines 
on talent. It has been so for centuries and whatever the frictional 
nuances of hyper-accentuated nationalistic restrictions, the pub- 


lic is the final arbiter. Mr. 


Truman proved it last week: 


the 


American public is proving it with their acceptance of what is 


theoretically a “class” picture, in Olivier’s “Hamlet’’ 


(and that 


goes, too, for “Red Shoes”), and certainly both the public and 
peerage in Britain have manifested it anew in the instance of 


Kaye. 


Show business has witnessed all sorts of emotional eruptions, 
some spontaneous (like Valentino), some synthetically induced 


(vizZ., 


their origins. 


Sinatra), and both, incidentally, quite lasting, no matter 
But any of these instances is invariably 100% 


Yankee Doodle Dandy-inspired and perpetuated. You can’t con 


the British that way, and even until 


this summer, as reports 


continued to percolate about what a sensation Kaye was at the 
Palladium, it was difficult to accept wholly until this writer re- 
appraised it for himself. It remains a phenomenon of inexplica- 
ble motivation, excepting that Kaye’s click was more humanly 


touching than merely his prowess as a 


great single entertainer. 


In a lesser measure, the same emotions were struck by two other 


American exports, both legit musicals, 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” wherein Dolores Gray likewise cap- 


later 


“Oklahoma!” first and 


tured the imagination of the British public. 


Kaye’s career is capped, of course, by the extraordinary coup- 
ling of this comical kid from Brooklyn with Winston Churchill as 
“heroes” of the traditional Guy Fawkes Day, an historical high- 
light in British annals dating back to 1605 when Fawkes tried to 


blow up the House of Lords. 


Incidentally, not the least of it is Jack Warner’s showmanship 
in interrupting a shooting schedule—no small item in these con- 


servation days—to permit Kaye 


"Ss 12,000-mile flight from Holly- 


wood to London and back (within a fortnight), just to appear at 


the annual fete on behalf of the Variety Artists Federation. 


But 


discarding the b.o. hypo and its accumulative values, Kaye, like 
Olivier, proves the show biz axiom—give ’em quality and they'll 


buy it no matter where it comes from. 


—— —$ $$ —— 


Abel. 





IATSE’s Walsh Throwing Weight 
Into Repealing Taft-Hartley Act 


Richard F. Walsh, International¢ 





Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees president, is throwing his 
weight behind labor’s post-election 
drive to repeal the Taft-Hartley 
law. Declaring that the closed 
shop in the theatrical and film in- 
dustries had promoted stability 
over the past 50 years, the IA chief 
tagged the T-H law as ‘“‘an obnox- 


ious thing that should be stricken | 


from the statutes.” 


Walsh said, however, that the 
current labor law has thus far had 
little impact upon general show 
biz industry-labor relations beyond 
being an “an annoyance.” The full 
effect of the T-H clause banning 
the closed shop, if it’s still in force, 
will be felt in August, 1949 when 
the general basic agreement cover- 
ing studio workers expires. The 
major film labor contracts, he 
pointed out, were written before 
Passage of the T-H law. 


Walsh’s main gripe, however, 


Jack Goetz Back at Rep | 


Jack Goetz, who previously op- | 
erated his own organization, has 
been named special consultant on 
laboratory and_ studio activities | 
for Republic, according to an) 
announcement made yesterday 
(Tues.), by company prez Herbert 


'J. Yates. He’ll be active in both 


' Republic and its affiliate, Consoli- | 


dated Film Industries. 


Long associated with Yates in) 
CFI, Goetz had been plant man-, 
ager of Erbograph, which the Re- 
public chief merged with two other | 
laboratories to form CFI. 
stepped out on his own in 1930, 





C10 H.0. Guilds 


was against Governmental inter-| 
ference in the operation of the 


film industry. 
or the steel industry run 
trouble they get a subsidy,” he 
Said, “but when the theatrical in- 


dustry needs help, everybody tries | 


to run it out of business.” Refer- 
ring to the Government suits 
against the majors, Walsh said, 


(Continued on page 18) 


ATLANTA BANS ‘ROPE’; 
SHOWN IN SUBURBS 


Atlanta, Nov. 9. 
Alfred Hitchcock’s “The Rope” 
Was yanked last week when Miss 





Christine Smith, Atlanta’s film cen- | 


sor, banned the Warner Bros. pic 
for local showing. City Censor 
Board voted four to one against 
film, which was slated to play at 
Fox Theatre, Lucas & Jenkins de- 
luxe 4,400-seater. 


Local WB officials made no for- 
Mal protest against banning, but 
booked “Rope” into Emory thea- 
tve, 800-seat suburban house 
located in silk stocking neighbor- 


hood adjoinin g Emory Univ. 
campus, 


“When the farmers | 
into | 


Reverse Field On 


Taft-Hartley Law 


Facing a rout from the home- 
office labor field, two CIO white- 


collarite guilds are reversing their 
| field in moves to file the non-Com- 
|munist affidavits required under 


the Taft-Hartley law. For the last 
six months, all major 
excepting Eagle Lion, have refused 


to bargain with both the Screen 


| Publicists Guild and Screen Office 


& Professional Employees Guild 
because of their non-conformance 
stand. 

Initial step towards signing was 
taken over the weekend when the 
parent body, United Office & Pro- 
fessional Workers of America, 
voted to sign up. At a membership 
meeting Monday (8), SOPEG also 
voted to conform. SPG is expected 
to follow suit after its exec board 
meeting today (Wed.’. The unions 
switched in order to get on the 
ballot in several collective bargain- 
ing elections scheduled for home- 


(Continued on page 24) 


Goetz | 


companies, | 


WITH MPAA 


Indie producers bluntly informed 
Erie Johnston last week they could 
not guarantee the cooperation he 
asked with the majors abroad un- 
| less they were consulted before the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America 
|made industry-embracing deals 
| with foreign nations. MPAA top- 
| per retorted that since the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers has been without a presi- 
dent or executive secretary since 
last January he didn’t know to 
whom to turn to get an official ex- 
pression of indie opinion. 

Exchange of views came at a 
lengthy heart-to-heart session be- 
tween Johnston and indie execs at 
MPAA headquarters in New York 
last Thursday (4). Repping the 
producers were Grad Sears, presi- 
dent of United Artists; James A. 
Mulvey, president of Samuel Gold- 
i'wyn Productions; Dan O’Shea, presi- 
dent of David O. Selznick’s Van- 
|guard Films; Roy Disney, prexy 
of Walt [T'isney Productions; Harry 
Kosiner, sales chief for Edward 
Small; and Robert J. Rubin, coun- 
sel for SIMPP. 

Meeting was on a completely 
friendly plane. Johnston called for 
cooperation specifically in three 
territories—England, France and 


{Continued on page 22) 


‘Arnold to File New 
Suit in SWG Fight 
To Ban ‘Blacklist’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Following dismissal of the suit 
brought against the majors in N.Y. 
federal court, Thurman Arnold, at- 
torney for Screen Writers Guild, 
has advised the SWG exec board 
he will file an amended complaint 
to quash blacklisting of scripters 
by members of the Association of 
| Motion Picture Producers. 














| 


| ington said: “Careers of plaintiffs 


| and testimony before the Thomas | 
/committee must be removed from | 


‘complaint, but may be introduced 
at trial. 
/cause of action, at which the de- 
|fendant struck, is to be allowed to 
stand. Most important of all, mo- 
tion of defendants to strike is 
| otherwise denied. That means their 
| demands to have great sections of 
/ complaint stricken, as set forth in 
| their original motion, are not to be 
| complied with. It was these thrusts 
| at substantive matter which threat- 
ened the cause of action and these 
have been turned aside by the 
| court.” 





Judge Says ‘Be Concise’ 

| In granting last week the dis- 
| missal motion, New York federal 
| judge Samuel H. Kaufman gave 
ileave to the guild to file an 
,amended complaint. He advised 
the plaintiffs to omit as evidence 
the lengthy enumeration of writ- 
ings and plays, telling them to con- 
centrate on a more concise presen- 
tation of their evidence. 

/| Suit was filed by the SWG June 
1 under the Federal anti-trust 
laws. It followed the resolution 
adopted in N. Y. by the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America against 
the hiring of any writers with a 
known Communist background. 


SWG-AMG AGREE 
ON PRACTICES CODE 


Hollywood, Nov. 9 
New “code of fair practice” 
formulated by exec boards of 
Screen Writers Guild and Artists 
Managers Guild limits agents to 
10° commission. Also assures 
writers proper submissions on their 
stories. offers protection from 
agent-producers who might want 
to tie up a yarn exclusively and 
gives assurance that an agency 
employe mutually agreed upon 
will handle scripter’s property. 
Code is work of joint committee 
of two organizations. Most bene- 
fits accruing to writers are not in- 
cluded in present standard con- 
j tracts. 


INDIES ASK SAY IN O’SEAS DEALS 





| Statement from Arnold in Wash- | 


Material essential to our | 


OR WON'T CO-OP ‘Selznick’ Distrib Via UA Would 


Ease His $25,000 Weekly Overhead 





Sears Held East 


Grad Sears, United Artists prez, 
who was slated to leave New York 
for the Coast last week, has post- 
poned his departure until next 
week. He has been delayed by con- 


fabs in the east with David O. Selz- | 


nick, who may have UA do part of 
his distribution, and with Walter 
Wanger, whose pix UA may also 
distribute. 

Arthur W. Kelly, UA exec v. p., 
has returned to New York from 
the Coast. Board meeting may be 
held later this week or early next 
week in the event it is necessary 
for the directors to pass on the 
deals now pending. 


See David Loew 


Joining Shermans 





Indie Operations 


David Loew, who has been part- 
nered with Charles Einfeld in the 
| Enterprise unit for the past three 
| years, is reported joining forces 
| with Harry Sherman when the Ent 
| organization disbands at the end 
{of this year. Sherman owns the 
| California Studios, which Ent had 
| leased from him to house its pro- 
duction activities. 

New setup, it is understood, will 
| have Loew financing indie pro- 
ducers who work on the Sherman 
lot. Sherman is turning it back 
into a rental studio. Several other 
rental studios, notably that of the 
Nasser Bros., have been endeavor- 
ing to get tenants by holding out 
the bait of financing. Loew, prior | 


times participated in advancing | 
coin to producers. 

Loew may also produce “Ten- | 
_nessee’s Partner’ on the Sherman 
|lot. The property belonged to 
Sherman and was to have been 
| produced by him for Ent. He is 
understood to have turned it over 
to the unit as part of the settle- 
ment by which he got the studio 
back. Sherman will also return to 
_ producing westerns himself. 


DENEAU VICE KUSELL; 
KRAMER LESS ACTIVE 





Selznick Releasing Organization’s | 


board of directors, after meeting 
Monday (8), announced the resig- 
nation of Milton Kusell, general 
sales manager, from company. Sid- 
ney E. Deneau, Kusell’s assistant, 
was named by the board to post of 
' general manager of domestic dis- 
tribution effective yesterday 
(Tues.). SRO's total sales force in 


* Current distribution talks with 


| United Artists by David O. Selz- 
| nick are part of the general re- 
|trenchment plans on which the 
producer embarked about four 
months ago. Selznick’s policy is 
to sit out the present uncertainties 
on the domestic boxoffice front 
and the difficulties of getting coin 
out of foreign markets. 

Producer is not only continuing 
his plan of ducking any new fea- 
ture filming for the time being, 
but has also shelved’ for a couple 
years his scheme for actively get- 
ting into the television field. He 
had been planning to make shorts 
for video, but has come to the con- 
clusion that it would be uneco- 
nomic until the revenue potential 
builds. 

The UA deal is in a rather tenta- 
tive state. If it goes through, a 
skeleton force of Selznick Releas- 
ing Organization execs will handle 
sales to important circuits and UA 





to establishing Ent, had at various | 


‘examine Walt Disney, 


will. peddle the product to the les- 
ser accounts. UA would also handle 
physical distribution of SRO prod- 
uct, Which is now done by a syn- 
dicate of film delivery agencies. 
The tieup with UA would solve 
one of Selznick’s major problems. 
(Continued on page 20) 


UD (Par) Counters 
That SIMPP Toppers 


Must Appear Personally 


Detroit, Nov. 

Attorneys for United Detroit 
Theatres, Paramount - affiliated 
chain, and the Society of Indepen- 
dent Motion Picture Producers 
,again clashed this week on the 
question of whether top indie pro- 
ducers must personally come to De- 
'troit to be queried on SIMPP’s $8,- 
750,000 anti-trust action against 
‘UDT and Cooperative Theatres of 
| Michigan. 

New brief was filed by SIMPP 
‘lawyers against an application to 
David QO. 
Selznick, Samuel Goldwyn and 
others, stating that these filmmak- 
ers were busy in Hollywood in 
daily supervision of production ac- 
tivities. These producers cannot 
spare the time to make the trip 
to Detroit, brief argued. Moreover, 
it is claimed that the producers do 
not personally know the facts ale 





\leged in their complaint. 


Rockwell Gust, attorney for 
UDT, countered with a news clip 
which showed that Selznick is in 
'New York, not the Coast. In a let- 
ter to the court, he declared that if 
Selznick could take time out to 
visit Gotham, he could make it his 
business to be in Detroit. 

SIMPP action, filed several 
|!months back, charges the two de- 
fendants with conspiring to keep 
down film rentals in the Detroit 
area. 


EINFELD CHECKS IN AT 





U. S. and Canada will henceforth - 


work under Deneau, one of the 
youngest sales managers in the in- 
dustry. Kusell, in mutual parting 
of the ways with SRO, will remain 
with the company for several more 
weeks. 

Board of directors also set up a 
triumvirate to handle top manage- 
ment of the company’s domestic 
affairs. Trio includes Paul Mac- 
Namara, vice-prexy over pub-ad- 
vertising; Leonard Case, treasurer; 
and Deneau. 

Milton Kramer, board chairman 
and counsel of SRO, has been 
gradually diminishing his active 
participation in the affairs of the 
company. One of the reasons is 
his recent election to the presi- 
dency of The Cuba Co., which owns 
the only railroad and a number of 
sugar mills in Cuba. Kramer had 
previously served as its counsel. 

In the absence of a top foreign 
exec, Kramer has been handling 
that department of SRO himseli 
for the past year. Recently. Case 
and Betty Goldsmith, Kramer’s 
aide at SRO, have been directing 
foreign activities in the h.o. and 
the men in the field have assumed 
jmore autonomy. 


20TH AS PUB-AD VP. 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Charles Einfeld has checked into 
20th-Fox and reportedly will ink a 
contract as firm’s new ad-pub top- 
per toward the end of this week. 
He’s currently looking at product 
with, it’s understood, a view to- 
ward determining campaigns for 
various pix. He'll headquarter 
in New York with frequent trips 
here. 





Taplinger Joining Up 

Robert Taplinger is. reported 
joining 20th-Fox when Charles 
Einfeld takes over officially as v-p. 
in charge of advertising and pub- 
licity Jan. 1. Taplinger was pub- 
licity chief under Einfeld when the 
ieenttment and ‘was pub- -ad topper 
of Enterprise, in which Einfeld was 
partnered with David Loew. 

It is also understood that Bill 
Blowitz, Ent publicity head, may 
accompany Einfeld into the 20th 
organization. Exactly what posts 
Taplinger and Blowitz would fill 
is said not vet to have been def- 
| initely determined. 
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JEANNE GRAIN 
WILLIAM OLDEN 


wa EDMUND GWENN 
oor BY TECHNICOLOR 


with 
GENE LOCKHART « Griff Barnett » Randy Stuart 


Directed and Written for the Screen by 


GEORGE SEATON 


Produced by 


WILLIAM PERLBERG 


From a Story by Faith Baldwin 


P, SKOURAS 
35th 
Anniversary 
Celebration 
SEPT. 26—DEC. 25 
Inclusive! F 
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Aga Khan Companies Close Deal 
With Eagle Lion for Distrib-Prod. 


Eagle Lion. this week closed 
its deal with Gamma Films and 
Gestion et Participation Trust de 
Vaduz, outfits controlled by Moslem 
Jeader Aga Khan, for a joint pro- 
duction-distribution  tieup. Five- 
year pact starts with EL’s 1947-48 
releases and covers Italy, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, Austria and 
Spain. 

Under the contract, Gamma 
agrees to establish a full distribu- 
tion setup in these six countries 
within six months. Outfit will pay 
a minimum for franchise rights 
to EL product plus a percentage 
on revenues. To aid in the payment 
of hard currency, EL and Gamma 
will jointly produce in France and 
Austria at least one picture per 
year for each country. 

Final negotiations followed a 
preliminary survey of Europe by 
H. William Auten, EL foreign dept. 
rep. Alfredo Zappelli, managing 
director of Gamma, and his asso- 
ciates, Ben Barkay and Pierre Cha- 
vennes, fronted for the European 
company in New York huddles. 
Arthur Krim, EL prexy; Robert 
Benjamin, head of J. Arthur Rank’s 
U. S. org; Sam L. Seiuelman, EL 
export manager; and William C. 
MacMillen, EL veepee, handled 
the deal for the U. S. company. 


Film Shares Suffer 
Comparatively Less 


In Wall Street Slide 


Wall Street, completely fooled 
by its own so-called seers as well 
as national survey experts, slapped 
down prices as soon as President 
Truman’s reelection was certain 
Wednesday (3) as well as on Fri- 
day (5) and yesterday (Tues.). 
There was little strengthening of 
the market after these severe 
breaks. Film shares also were 
caught in the avalanche of selling 
but shared comparatively much 
better than other industrial issues. 
Most severely hit of these did not 
show much more than $1.50 per 
share loss after the heavy selling. 

Crimp in picture stock values 
came after these shares had rallied 
in October after a long decline. 
Total value for all entertainment 
shares listed on the N.Y. Stock Ex- 
change increased $18,838,924 last 
month but it’s estimated that the 
recent selling will have wiped out 
much of this gain. 

Odd angle of the stock market’s 
action in the 10 days prior to the 
national election (now noted after 
all the pollsters proved 100° 
wrong) is that Wall Street stock 
averages did anything but point up 
a smashing Dewey victory. Weak- 
ness in the market during the week 
ahead of Nov. 2 hinted strongly 
of a Democratic win, but most mar- 
ket experts blamed this on the for- 
eign situation and ignored the Tru- 
man victory signal. 


PAR ACCELERATES BUYS 
OF OWN COMMON STOCK 


Paramount shelled out a record 
$850,000 curing the month of Octo- 
ber in buy-ups of its own stock on 
the open n.arket to push its shrink- 
age-of-capital program into high 
gear. Acquisition of 40,500 shares 
of Par common during the 31-day 
Stretch represented, by a good mar- 
gin, the biggest operation by the 
company since it renewed its policy 
in July of this year after a tem- 
porary halt. 

Par has now deposited in its 
treasury a total of 706,333 shares, 
or more than 10% of its entire 
authorized stock. At present mar- 
ket prices these shares are worth 
some $15,500,000. In addition, it 
has forked out close to 200,000 
Shares for the acquisition of Lib- 
erty Films and Rainbow Produc- 
tions. 

Indicating the speedup in buy- 
ups is the fact that in September 
company picked up 32,500 shares. 
This in itself was a steep boost 
Over August, 
22.200 shares. In July, Par bought 
31.000, 

It's expected that Par will hop 
Onto the current break in prices 
Which followed reelection of Presi- 
dent Truman. It affords the com- 
Pany an cpportunity of acquiring 
Stock at what may turn out to be 
bargain prices. 
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Nat’l Theatres Revives 


Auto Giveaway Stunts 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Prewar custom of automobile. 
| giveaways 


will be revived next 


|month by National Theatres in a 


two-week splurge to hop up the 
circuit’s national sales drive and to 
bolster the pre-Christmas trade, 
usually dull at the boxoffice. 

Gimmick is a temporary tieup 
between theatres and auto deal- 
ers. NT executives declare it does 
not mean a return of giveaways as 
a regular practice. 

Thirty cars will be handed out 
to lucky customers in the Fox 
West Coast Northern and Southern 
California divisions under 
vision of George Bowser. Similar 
stunts were tried out in the Den- 
ver, Milwaukee and Kansas terri- 
tories last year during the Charles 
P, Skouras Showmanship drive. 





EL's Big Backlog, 


Studio Darkens 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Eagle Lion, with the _ biggest 
backlog of unreleased films stacked 
up in its young history and with 
no new scripts ready for produc- 


tion at this time, shutters its 
studios at the end of the week 
until the middle of January. Only 


EL prez Arthur Krim and a few 
department heads will stay on the 
job, with the rest of the studio 
personnel, including some 150 key 
execs, taking a temporary layoff. 

EL’s backlog now comprises 15 
high - budgeters, including both 
studio-made product and J. Arthur 
Rank films, plus some 10 low-cost 
pix and six westerns. With many 
of those scheduled for release dur- 
ing the next six weeks, the studio 
shutter won't affect the homeof- 
fice, since the sales and ad-pub- 
licity departments will still have 
to sell those. 


Proximity of the holiday season 
also’ figured in EL’s decision to 
close down, according to company 
spokesmen. With Armistice Day, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 
Year’s coming up, the shutdowns 
for each holiday would tie up pro- 
duction too much under’ EL’s 
shooting methods, so it was de- 
cided to shutter for the entire 
period. About seven new scripts 
are expected to be ready by the 
time the studio reopens and, ac- 
cording to EL, it will be more 


economical to put most of those | 


seven into production at once in- 
stead of rolling only one film at a 
time. 


Rocky Mt. Indies Salute 
U’s ‘Fair-Minded’ Tactics 


Strong campaign waged by AIl- 
lied Rocky Mountain Independent 
Theatres against certain Universal 
sales tactics in the Denver area 
produced results tor its member- 
exhibitors. according to ARMIT’s 
current bulletin. Inasmuch as U’s 
reps were “fair and open-minded” 
in appraising the various situations, 
ARMIT is now waving the olive 
branch and “urges every indepen- 
dgat exhibitor in this territory to 
get together with Universal.” 

With U's western division sales 





‘manager Charles Feldman and dis- 


when the total was) 


trict manager Foster Blake thresh- 
ing out individual problems in a 
long session at ARMIT’s office, the 


theatre men’s organization feels 
that a “great deal was accom- 
plished.” Bulletin thanks U’s emis- 


saries for their visit and also laud’s 
the company’s sales chief William 
A. Scully “for his consideration 
which we feel prompted the meet- 
ing.” 








Chi Passes Pair 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Chi censor board gave pink tick- 
ets to 20th-Fox’s “Snake Pit” and 
Universal's “Kiss the Blood Off 
My Hands” in session here last 
a a Pit,” opening at B&K’s 
Garrick theatre Nov. 11, is set for 
eight weeks. “Blood” bows at the 
RKO Palace Dec. 1. 


super- | 


Hospital Honors Blanks 


Des Moines, Nov. 9. 


itor of children’s degree.” 


|Mrs. Blank in 1944 as a memorial 
to their son, Raymond. 

Blank heads Tri-States Theatre 
Corp. and Central States Theatre 
Corp. here. 


Wanger Would 
Turn Over His 2 
For EL to Others 


Walter Wanger has been talking 
with several distribs in New York 
during the past few weeks on the 
possibility of their taking over for 
release two films, “Tulsa” and 
“Reign of Terror,’ which he pro- 
duced for Eagle Lion. It is under- 
stood the producer is hoping to 
have one of the other companies 
ante up a sufficient sum to make it 
profitable for EL to give up the pix. 

Reasons for Wanger’s efforts to 
recapture the films are beclouded 
in conflicting explanations. Ac- 
cording to the producer, he feels 
that one of the other distribs might 
be able to get more coin out of the 
films than EL can and thus give 
him a bigger sum as his end of the 
profits. 

Spokesman for EL declared that, 
in the first place, the company had 
full rights to the pictures and had 
no intention of giving them up 
unless it got an excellent deal. Its 
explanation of Wanger’s desire to 
get them back is that the producer 
on previous pictures had gone over 
budget. As a result, the contracts 
for “Tulsa” and “Reign of Terror” 
contained a penalty clause by 
which Wanger’s participation de- 
creased for each dollar the produc- 
tions topped the original estimate. 

Because of this, the EL explana- 
tion goes, Wanger desires to have 
the pix distributed by another com- 
pany which would give him his full 
percentage participation. It was 
said that “Tulsa” cost $1,650,000 
and “Reign of Terror’ $1,000,000, 
both over budget. 

Grad Sears, United Artists prexy, 
viewed “Terror” last week and is 
slated to see “Tulsa” this 





| officers named: Elmer 


Ttalians’ 


| A testimonial dinner honoring | 
|Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Blank was held | 
.at Raymond Blank Memorial Hos- | 
pital here Nov. 3, with staff mem- | 
| bers, members of the hospital 
board, guild and other officials 
presenting both an “honorary doc- | 
The | 
_children’s hospital was presented 
|to the city and state by Mr. and | 


Agoressive Showmanship 
A Lesson to U. S. 


.% 


Exhibs—Seidelman 





Samuelson Heads Philly 


Buying-Booking Combine 
Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 
Stockholders’ meeting of the 
Allied Motion Picture Theatre 
Service, Inc. held here last week 
resulted in the election of Sidney 
E. Samuelson as head of the buy- 
ing and booking combine. Other 
Hollander, 
veepee; Cecil Felt, treasurer; Al- 
bert M. Cohen, secretary, and E. B. 
Gregory, financial secretary. Some 
nine directors were also elected. 
Board approved expansion plans 
for the service. With 17 theatres 
now subscribers to Allied, several 
additional exhibitors have _ sub- 
mitted applications to enter the 
fold. These applications were also 
discussed by the directors. 


Duals m Canada 
On the Downgrade 


Ottawa, Nov. 9. 

While double features are more 
than holding their own in the U. S., 
the dual policy is definitely on the 
downgrade in Canada. Figures re- 
leased by the government’s annual 
statistical survey of the film indus- 
try here disclose that double bills 
constituted 53% of all film per- 
formances in 1947, as against 57% 
in 1946 and 59% the previous year. 

Government statistics also 
showed the boxoffice take in Cana- 
dian theatres for 1947 hit a record 
$78,684,000, up 5% from 1946. Of 
last year’s gross, $15,819,000 went 
back to the government in amuse- 
ment taxes. Increased admission 





prices apparently had much to do | 


with the peak gross, since attend- 
ance dropped from 227,538,000 to 
220,857,000 last year. 

Average admission price in 1947 
was 28!4c (not including tax), as 
against 26.3c the year before. Box- 
office take was a record $6.30 per 
capita, as against $6.15 in 1946. 





CAN’T SEE ANY YANK 


week. | 


He expressed himself as interested | 


in the two films if a favorable deal 
can be worked out with EL. 


Jack Schlaifer Steps Up 
As Eagle Lion Sales Mgr. 


u. J. (Jack) Schlaifer has been 
tapped for the previously unfilled 





| post of general sales manager of 
| Eagle Lion by the company’s dis- | 
tribution veepee William J. Heine- 


man. Schlaifer immediately steps 
up one notch from his prior job 
of being assistant to Heineman. 
Promotion comes after being with 
EL for an eight-month stretch. 
Newly-named exec will supervise 
domestic sales under Heineman 
who heads both U. S. and foreign 
distribution. Schlaifer came to EL 


PROFIT OUT OF FRANCE 


After surveying the French scene 
on his swing through the Continent 
which ended last weekend, Josep! 
H. Seidelman, Universal’s foreign 
dept. chief, is convinced that the 
majors will make no money out of 
their operations in France under 
the pact made with that country 
in August. 


New agreement permits the 


Yanks to bring in a total of 121 pix | 


yearly with 110 going to the ma- 
jors, Seidelman noted. No com- 
pany, he said, limited to 11 films 
annually can turn in a profit for 


| the year. Volume of business under 


from his post of sales director for | 


Allied Artists-Monogram in which 
he served during the previous two 
years. Prior to that he was cen- 
tral sales manager for 20th-Fox 
from 1943 to 1945. 


Youngstein on EL Board 


Max Youngstein, Eagle Lion’s 
ad-pub veepee, assumes a role rare 
for a publicity topper in the film 





business. Youngstein has been 
named to the board of directors 
of his home company. Only other 


ad-pub chief to act in that capacity 
is Nate Spingold, veepee at Co- 
lumbia. 

Youngstein and Spingold along 
with Howard Dietz of Metro and 
Mort Blumenstock of Warner Bros. 
are the four publicity heads of pix 
companies to hold down the title 
of viee-president. Charles Einfeld, 
when he inks at 20th-Fox, becomes 
the fifth. 





Albany Tent to Honor Smakwitz 
Albany. 
Charles A. Smakwitz, recently 
promoted to zone manager of War- 
ner Theatres upstate, will be hon- 
ored by Variety Club at a dinner 
at Colonia Country Club Nov. 15. 


the strict limitation will not permit 
it since costs of distribution are 
currently so high in France. 


N.Y. Palace’s Circusing 
Of 2 Oldies Spells B.0. 


With chance of garnering more 
than $53,000 in its first two weeks, 
reissue combo of “Last Days of 





|Pompeii” and “She” not only has 


| ace, 


been attracting people to the Pal- 
N. Y., in the last 10 days, 
but has become a live topic in the 
trade. Combination of two oldies, 
first released in 1935, hit a ter- 
rific $32,400 in first week ended 
last Friday (5), over hopes, and 
easily a new record under current 
policy at theatre. No show like it 
at Palace has drawn the weekend 
crowds as these’ two reissues since 
“Sinbad the Sailor” played there 
firstrun two years ago. 


While not having the benefit of 
Flection Day crowds, second week 
of “Pompeii’’-“She” looks to better 
$21,000, plenty big enough to keep 
the pair there a third session. Ani- 
mated lobby, with volcano in action 
to attract passersby and compre- 
hensive circusing of the two pic- 


Same type of campaign on these 
two reissues has resulted in equal- 
ly sensational business opening 
week in Chicago. 


* The American film industry 


| might well tear a leaf from the 
‘Italian book of tricks when it comes 
to ballying pictures and “getting 
back to showmanship,” according 
to Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal’s 
veepee in charge of foreign. Most 
jimpressive discovery Seidelman 
made in his trip to Europe was the 
“intense and ingenious ways in 
which the Italian exhibitor is suc- 
cessfully exploiting American 
films,” U’s biggie declared on re- 
turning over the weekend. 

Business in Italy for American 
films has been amazingiy good, 
Seidelman said. Italian theatres in 
the past year absorbed 725 Holly- 
wood-made features, or double the 
number of Yank films taken on an- 
nually by American theatres. In 
| gross billings, revenues in lire to 
|American distribs are up some 
|20% in the Italian market. 

“Literally every empty space in 
Italian cities is blanketed with 
ihandbills blurbing American films,” 
|he said. “While competition on 
i/American films is particularly 
|keen, there is a terrific drive by 


|Italian theatre operators to pro- 
mote attendance of patrons. In 
Italy, the film business has~re- 


turned to showmanship. 

Where billboards are not avail- 
able, exhibs have turned to novel 
and effective ways of selling pic- 
jtures, Seidelman said. “In Milan, 
'for instance, I saw an exhibitor 
using four bikes to carry a bill- 
|board on wheels throughout the 
city. Posters are carried by sand- 
wich-men to tell the people there’s 
a show going on. Any and every- 
thing is being employed to get out 
the customers.” 

In Genoa, according to Seidel- 
man, there is such a demand for 
American product that theatres are 
stampeded by milling crowds. “One 
exhibitor practically collapsed be- 
cause of the crowds,” he said. “He 
‘was holding his lhiead in his hands 
and when I spoke to him, he re- 
plied: ‘I can’t stand it anymcre. 
There are simply too many people 
to handle.’ ”’ 

The hustling Italian theatremen 
have turned to an old device used 
by the Japs in days past, Seidel- 
man went on. Because theatres are 
too small for the crowds, some of 
the- audience stands behind the 
iscreen to view the picture from the 
‘reverse position. 

“Italy was the highlight of my 
trip, there can be no question about 
that,” he said. “The exhibitors 
‘have built up from the ground. 
/They have gone back to work and 
‘the result is apparent in good busi- 
jness. They don’t sit back and read 
the reviews to see if the critics like 
a film.” 
| France, on the other hand, 
\seemed apathetic, avers Seideiman. 
Concern over government develop- 
ments and insecurity over the fu- 
ture generally has taken its toll of 
the film business, he explained. 
Nonetheless, production of native 
‘product is going on in volume de- 
\spite high costs and the uncertainty 
of profits. 

Seidelman is no longer con- 
cerned over the _ possibility of 
German-made films being exported 
to the U. S. and elsewhere. He be- 
‘lieves the American military gov- 
ernment has tightened its super- 
vision over story properties and 
‘treatment. Consequently, he sees 
little present danger of German pix 
|being used as propaganda for a 
'pan-Germanic movement. Previ- 
ously, he fought proposals to per- 
mit Teuton-made pix to be sent 
overseas. 


THAU RETURNING WEST, 
SCHARY EN ROUTE EAST 


Metro studio exec Benjamin 
Thau, who’s been huddling at the 
‘homeoffice the last 10 days with 
|M-G prez Nicholas M. Schenck and 
other h.o. officials, is slated to re- 
turn to the Coast today (Wed.) or 





‘tomorrow. While in New York, 
Thau discussed with Schenck 


veepee-treasurer Charles C. Mosko- 
witz and veepee J. Robert Rubin 
next year’s production schedule. 

M-G production exec Dore 
Schary, meanwhile, arrives from 
the Coast Monday (15) to continue 
the huddles. Schary will also hold 
confabs with eastern studio and 
| story depariment representatives 
in order to establish a closer liaison 
between those offices and the stu- 
dio. He’s expected to remain in 
New York about two weeks. 
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Fill ‘em up at 
THANKSGIVING!" 


(The State, N. Y. record-breaker, a 
simultaneous Thanksgiving sensation!) 
M-G-M presents Alexandre Dumas’ “THE THREE MUSKETEERS” 
Starring LANA TURNER, GENE KELLY, JUNE ALLYSON, VAN 
HEFLIN, ANGELA LANSBURY, FRANK MORGAN, VINCENT PRICE 
KEENAN WYNN, JOHN SUTTON, GIG YOUNG - Color by TECH- 
NICOLOR « Screen Play by Robert Ardrey + Directed by GEORGE 
SIDNEY + Produced by PANDRO S. BERMAN « An M-G-M Picture 


"Fill ‘em up at 
CHRISTMAS!” 


{Next at Radio City Music Hall and 
America's perfect Xmas show!) 





M-G-M presents “HILLS OF HOME” .- Starring EDMUND GWENN 
DONALD CRISP, TOM DRAKE, JANET LEIGH, and LASSIE « Color 
by TECHNICOLOR - Original Screen Play by William Ludwig - Sug- 
gested by The Ian Maclaren Sketches “Doctor of the Old School” - Directed 
by FRED M. WILCOX -« Produced by ROBERT SISK « An M-G-M Picture 











~ “Fill 'em up- at 
NEW YEARS!" 


(Happy New Year at Radio City 


Music Hall and across the nation! ) 
M-G-M presents “WORDS AND MUSIC” « Starring JUNE ALLYSON . 3% 
PERRY COMO, JUDY GARLAND, LENA HORNE, GENE KELLY XK VVA UL yh fg 
MICKEY ROONEY, ANN SOTHERN with Tom Drake, Cyd Charisse  ~ — ae 
Betty Garrett, Janet Leigh, Marshall Thompson, Mel Torme, Vera-Ellen ™ eerie emecereesccs as 
Color by TECHNICOLOR - Based on the Lives and Music of Richard _- M- ue M PICTURES 
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart + Screen Play by Fred Finklehoffe - Story by Fe 
Guy Bolton and Jean Holloway - Adaptation by Ben Feiner, Jr. « Musical 
Numbers Directed by Robert Alton - Directed by NORMAN TAUROG 


Produced by ARTHUR FREED - A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Fill em up all year round” 
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Rain Lifts Chi Biz; Ink Spots, Lorre 
Boost ‘Road House’ to Fancy $55,000, 


‘She'- Pompeii’ Wow of Week, $28,000 


Chicago, Nev. 9. + 





Despite week of rain and fog,| 
boxoffice take is holding up nicely | 
with five new bills and seven hold- | 
overs. “She” and “Last Days of 
Pompeii” at Grand is surprise win- 
ner of week, with bearded reissues 
breaking attendance mark. House 
average is $9,000 for reissues, but, 
this pair may hit huge $28,000. 

“Dear Secretary” with Bobby 
Breen topping stageshow is strong 
$50,000 at Oriental. “Road House” 

lus Ink Spots, Peter Lorre shapes 
big $55,000 at the Chicago. “Race 
Street” is fast $25,000 at Palace. 


“Gallant Blade” looks’ sharp 
$16,000 at Roosevelt. 
“Johnny Belinda” leads _ hold- 


overs with excellent $28,000 in sec- 
ond week at State-Lake. “Song Is 
Born” at Woods, still looks fancy 
$18,000 in third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Appolo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Hangmen Also Die” (Indie) and 
“Blockade” (Indie) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Okay $9,500. - Last week, 
better than expected at solid 
$11,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) 
“Road House” (20th) with Peter 
Lorre and Ink Spots onstage. Big 
$55,000. Last week, “Apartment 
for Peggy” (20th) with Mickey 
Rooney p.a. (2d wk), great $47,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
“Untamed Breed” (Col) and “Rac- 
ing Luck” (Col) (2d wk). Mod- 
erate $7,500. Last week, nice 
$9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Last Days of Pompeii” (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues). Terrific 
$28,000. Last week, “Secret Land” 
(M-G) and “Variety Time” (RKO), 
average $10,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Dear Secretary” (UA) and Pee 
Wee Hunt, Bobby Breen, Jon and 
Sandra Steele on stage. Strong 
$50,000. Last week, “Luck of 
Irish” (20th) plus Jane Powell in 
person (3d wk), solid $36,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Race Street” (RKO). Fast $25,000. 
Last week, “Station West” (RKO) 
(2d wk}, $17,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Gallant Blade” (Col). Sweet $16,- 
000. Last week “Cry of City” 
(20th) (2d wk), $12,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (2d wk). 
Solid $28,000. Last week, smash 
$33,000. 

Surf (Indie) (650; 85)—‘‘Mikado” 
(U) (reissues) (4th wk). Nice $2,500. 
Last week, $3,090. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)\—"Sealed Verdict” (Para) (2d 
wk). Fair $10,000. Last week, 
$12,500. | 
_Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—, 
“Song Is Born” (RKO) (3d_ wk). ! 
Fancy $13,000. Last week, sweet | 
$24,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Beauty 
and Beast” (Indie) (4th wk). Fine 
$3,000. Last week, grand $3,500. 


H.0.’s Slow Buff. Albeit 
‘Song’ Smash at $20,000 


Buffalo, Nov. 9. 
Town is loaded with holdovers 
this week, and it will cut into the 
Overall total. Best bet is “Song Is 
Born,” smash at the Century. 
Night Has Thousand Eyes” looks 
nice at Lakes. 


Estimates for This Week 

J Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70}— 
Red River’ (UA) (2d wk). Still 
Solid $12,000 after smash $18,500 
opener. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—~"Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) and 
Night Wind” (20th). Nice $15,000. 
Last week, “Southern Yankee” (M- 








r) and “Secret Land” (M-G), 
$14,500. « 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 40-70)— 


“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (2d wk) 
{in.o.). Still fancy at $10,500. Last 
week, big $13,000. 

ucteck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— 
southern Yankee” (M-G) and 
Secret Land” (M-G) (m.o.). Trim 
$4,500. Last week, “Apartment 
for Peggy” (20th) (m.o.), about 
same. 

upl@fayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70}— 
Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) and 
prutrender Dear” (U) (2d wk). 
ine $6,000 in 4 days. Last week, 
sock 318,000. 

century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
‘v'—"Song Is Born” (RKO). 
Smash $20,000 or near. Last 
Week, “Race Street” (RKO) (2d wk) 
and “Music Man” (Mono) (5 days), 
$5,500. | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on theatres ) 
Last Year $676,000 
(Based on 22 theatres) 


River a Swifty 
In Cincy, $18,000 


Cincinnati, Nov. 9. 

General take _of downtown 
houses continues velvety this 
round in face of stiff opposition 
from annual 5-day Firemen’s 
Vaude Show in the indie Taft and 
the third yearly “Holiday on Ice” 
date in Music Hall.” “Red River” | 
is tops currently and nearing 
Keith’s high mark for year. “A 
Song Is Born” is rousing at the) 
big Albee. 
Estimates for This Week 


$702,500 
16 











Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—| 
“Song Is Born” (RKO). Lilting | 
$15,000. Last week, “Spiritualist” 
(EL) plus Three Stooges, others, 
on stage, at 60-94c. scale, nice 
$21,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Satisfactory $8,000 after rollicking 
$15,000 preem. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Cry of City” (20th). Modest $8,000 
in 9 days. Last week, “Love of 


Mary” (OU), week $4,500 in 5 days. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘‘Red River” (UA). Smash $18,- 
000 to top town and close to the- 
atre’s high this year. Holds. Last 
week, “Innocent Affair’ (UA), par 
$7,500. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Apartment for Peggy” (20th) 
(m.o.), 4 days, and “Slave Ship” 
(20th) and “Rose Washington 
Square” (20th) (reissues). Mild 
$4,500. Last week, “Secret Land” 


(M-G) and “Variety Time” (RKO), 
sturdy $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Station West” (RKO). Moderate 
$11,500. Last week, “Johnny Be-— 
linda” (WB), fine $14,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— | 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (m.o.). 
Solid $6,000. Last week, “Apart- 
ment for Peggy” (20th) (m.o.), okay 
$5,500. 


Prov. Oke; ‘Eyes’ Bright 
136; ‘River’ Hep 186, 
‘Belinda’ $14,000 in 2d 


Providence, Nov. 9. 
Strong holdovers are keeping 
business at an even, keel this week 
State’s “Red River,”’. and Majestic’s 
“Johnny Belinda” are the big hold- 
overs. “Night Has Thousand Eyes” 
was solid on first Strand session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Christmas Eve” (UA) (reissue) and 
“Montana Mike” (RKO). So-So 
$12,500. Last week, “Station West” 
(RKO) and “Nanook of North” (In- 
die) (reissue), nice $14,000. 


Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Peabody and Mermaid” (U) and 
“Lady Midnight” (U) (2d run). 
Good $5,000. Last week, “Apart- 
ment for Peggy” (20th) and “Night 
Wind” (20th) (2d run), $5,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) (reissue) and 
vaude on stage. Good $7,000. Last 
week, “California” (Par) (reissue) 
and vaude on stage, nice $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65 )— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Life 





With Father” (WB) (2d wk). Fine 
$14,000. First week was happy 
$17,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—‘“‘Hold That Ghost” (Indie) and 
“Hired Wife” (Indie) (reissues). 
Fair $9,000. Last week, “Cry of 
City” (20th) and “Smugglers Cove” 
(Mono), solid $19,600. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65)—“Red 


River” (UA) and “Manhattan 
Angel” (M-G) (2d wk). Hep 
$18.000. First week was strong 
$27,500. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) and 
“Racing Luck” (Par) (2d wk). First 
week hit hefty $13,000. r 


‘Evil’ Good $16,000, Mont’! 


Montreal, Nov. 9. 
Too many holdovers are slowing 
|up boxoffice returns this week. 
| Paramount’s “Evil My Love” 
‘Shapes okay. “Lady in Ermine” 
looks trim at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Date with Judy” (M-G) (3d wk). 
| Nice $14,000 after $15,500 in 
| second. 
| Capitel (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Evil My Love” (Par). Okay $16,- 
000. Last week, “Black Bart’ (U), 
$13,500. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th). Trim 
$16,500: Last week, “Blandings 


Dream House” (SRO), $14,600. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U) (3d wk). 
Fine $11,000 following strong sec- 
ond week at $13,600. 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“The Search” (M-G) and “Close- 
Up” (EL). Good $8,500. Last 


week, “Return of Bad Men” (RKO) 
and “Gentleman Nowhere” (Col), 
$6,200. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 26-45)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Singing 
Spurs” (Col) (2d wk). Fast $5,500 
after sock $7,000 first week. 


‘Song Standout 
In Balto, $14,000 


Baltimore, Nov. 9. 





Business here is rather moderate | 


with “A Song Is Born’ looking 
standout at the Town. “Road 
Heuse” is doing well at the New. 
Rest of list shapes just fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — ‘‘Red River” (UA) (2d wk). 
Holding well at indicated $12,000 
after a bangup $17,200 opener. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘Gallant Blade” (Col) plus 


vaude headed by Dave Apollon. 
Okay $15,000. Last week, “Un- 
tamed Breed” (Col) plus vaude, 


mild $12,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—‘‘Kiss Blood off Hands’ (U). 
Passable $9,000. Last week, second 
of “Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) 
way off at $5,600. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Belle Starr” (20th) (reissue). Mild 
$4,000. Last week, “Gung Ho” (FC) 
(reissue) held well at $4,900 in sec- 
ond round. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Road House” (20th). 
well at $14,000. Last week, “Cry 
of City” (20th), thin $7,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) (2d 
wk). Maintaining fairish pace at 
$8,000 after solid $18,400 opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 


'—**Song is Born” (RKO). Very nice 


$14,000. Last week, “Lost Horizon” 
(Col) (reissue), $6,800. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,885; 20- 
60)—“‘Night at Opera’ (M-G) (reis- 
sue). Surprisingly active $5,500. 
Last week, “Innocent Affair’ (UA) 
(m.o.), steady $4,700. 


Rope’ Fancy $23,500 In 


Denver Despite Snow 
Denver, Nov. 9. 
Despite a snowstorm last Sunday 
(7), biz shapes big enough to jus- 
tify two holdovers. “Red River” 
gets a third at Broadway while 
“Isn’t It Romantic” is going to hold 
a second at Denham. Top coin goes 
to “Rope,” doing nicely in two of 
three spots where playing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Sitting Pretty’ (20th) and “Voice 
of Turtle’ (WB). Fair $3,000. Last 





week, “Apartment for Peggy” 
(20th) and “Michael O’Halloran” 


(Mono) (m.o.), $5,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500: 35-74) 
—‘‘Red River’ (UA) (2d wk). Fine 
$10,500. Holds again. Last week, 
big $15,000. 

Denham (‘Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Isn’t It Romantic’ (Par). Good 
$12,000 or near. Holds. Last week, 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes” (Par) 

(Continued on page 20) 








Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net. ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated. 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax, 


Doing very | 


25-75)— | 


N.Y. Spotty; ‘Verdict -Lame-Wald Plus 


Haines Tall $90,000, ‘Pit’ Smash 606, 





Broadway film business is only 


fair this week despite six new bills, | 


strong entries being the exception 
rather than the rule. Election Day, 
Nov. 2, did not prove as big as ex- 
pected and a desultory tone set in 
shortly thereafter. Rain last Thurs- 
day (4) put a crimp in newcomers 
and extended runs alike. A return 
of Indian summer weather was re- 
sponsible for the absence of any 
big upsurge last weekend. 

Failure of several new pictures 
to shape up as strongly as expected 
plus the offish general tone is 
| prompting several deluxers to re- 
shuffle bookings while other spots 
are just coasting until colder 
weather arrives. 


Rivoli, Paramount and Mayfair 
shape strongest with their new 
lineups. “Snake Pit,” at Riv, is 
‘heading for smash $60,000 or near, 
high crix appraisal helping. 
“Sealed Verdict” with Frankie 
| Laine, Connie Haines, Jerry Wald 
orch onstage, is bringing the Par 
ia big $90,000 in first eight days. 
|**Road House” is doing stout trade 


at $45,000 at Mayfair. But the 
Roxy, with “Unfaithfully Yours” 
plus Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 


Healy, Jack Cole Dancers, new ice- 
show, is very disappointing with 
$90,000 or less. Film drew some 
fine reviews but is barely okay for 
opening week. 

“Gotta Stay Happy” looks only 
nice $125,000 in first Music Hall 
week. Slow opening hurt, despite 
smart pickup over weekend. ‘“Be- 
trayed”’ and ‘Shanghai Cobra,” re- 
issue combo, looks very mild at 
bandbox Rialto. 

“June Bride,” with Vaughn Mon- 
roe band onstage, is holding well 
at $65,000 or close in second week 
at Strand. “Three Musketeers” is 
off more than $23,000, coming in at 
$43,000 in third State week, but 
still fine profit. Capitol, Criterion, 
Globe and Astor all are off sharply 
from previous week. Same is true 
tof Palace but it continues remark- 
ably well, all considered, at $21,000 
for its two oldies, “Last Days of 
Pompeii” and “She.” 

“Joan of Arc” starts its regular 
‘run at the completely remodeled 
Victoria tomorrow (Thurs.) after 
a special benefit preem tonight 

(Wed.). House capacity has been 
, upped to 1,100 and interior of the- 
,atre virtually rebuilt since it was 
shuttered in early summer. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
|—“Song Is Born” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Third week ended last Monday (8) 
finished. at $27,000, good, after 
stout $33,000 in second. Continues 
indef. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20)- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) 3d wk). 
Current session ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks to held to capacity 
$17,000, aided by extra matinee on 
Armistice Day; last week, was ter- 
rific $17,500, helped by added show 
Election Day. Continues. 
| Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
'—“Touch of Venus” (U) with Jean 
Sablon, Betty Bruce, Ted Straeter 
orch topping stageshow (2d wk). 
Down to very thin $37,000 for 
initial holdover stanza after only 
mild $48,000 opener, below hopes. 
Stays a third, with “Kissing Ban- 
dit” (M-G) due in next. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
$1.85)—“Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) 
(2d wk). Second stanza ending to- 
morrow (Thurs.) not holding well; 
fairish $27,000 or less after rugged 
$40,000 opener, best here in many 
weeks. Stays. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Hollow Triumph” (EL) (2d-final 
wk). Second round ending today 
(Wed.) looks to sag to very thin 


$10,000 after modest $15,000 initial | 


week. “Blood on Moon” (RKO) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.20) 
—‘‘The Piunderers” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Still very fine at $10,500, following 
stout $15,500 opener. Stays a third. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘Road House” (20th). First week 
ending Friday (12) is soaring to big 
$45,000 or over. Upped scale plus 


some nice reviews all helping. 
Holding, of course. In _ ahead, 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO) (3d wk), fair $16,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)— 
“Last Days Pompeii’ (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk). 


Holding up strongly at $21,000 or 
better in second round ending next 
Friday (12). First week hit terrific 
$32,400, over hopes and best here 
under present policy. Animated 
front and circusing two oidies 
bringing biggest crowds since “Sin- 
bad the Sailor’ (RKO) played here 
two years ago. Stays a third week. 
j Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 


‘Yours -Hayes-Healy-Cole Fair 906 


—‘“‘Sealed Verdict” (Par) with 
Frankie Laine, Connie Haines, 
Jerry Wald orch topping stagebill 
(2d wk). Initial holdover session 
starts today (Wed.). First week of 8 
days registered hig $90,000. In 
ahead, “Night Has Thousand Eyes” 
(Par) plus Vic Damone, Tony Pas- 
tor orch (3d wk-5% days), $42,000. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"Hamlet” (U) (7th wk). 
Sixth round ended last (Tues.) 


night was better than $16,000, close 
to capacity, after $17,200 for fifth 
session, aided by extra matinee. 
Stays, of course. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U). First week end- 
ing today (Wed.) is hitting only 
$125,000, disappointing since it’s 
below recent opening weeks. Last 
‘week, “Julia Misbehaves’” (M-G) 
(4th wk), okay $120,000 albeit a bit 
below hopes and rounding out 
highly profitable run. 

Republic (Brandt) (1,000; 35-90) 
—‘‘Roosevelt Story” (UA) (2d run). 
Cashing in on revived interest in 
New Deal indicated by election last 
week, this looks to land good $9,500 
in first week. May hold. Last week, 
subsequent-run. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99) — 
“Crash Dive” (20th) and “Man 
Hunt” (20th) (reissues). Open today 


(Wed.). Last week, “Betrayed” 
(Mono) and “Shanghai Cobra” 
(Mono) (reissues), got only mild 
$9 000. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.50; 
—‘‘Snake Pit” (20th). First frame 
ending today (Wed.) is soaring to 
smash $60,000. Helped by several 
nice reviews, picture is doing 
especially well at late night shows. 
Stays on indef. In ahead, “Gallant 
Blade” (Col) (3d wk-9 days), 
$10,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) with 


Peter Lind Hayes, Mary Healy, 
Jack Cole Dancers, new iceshow. 
First stanza ending tomorrow 


(Thurs.) looks barely okay at $90,- 
000, way below expectancy despite 
nice crix appraisal. Likely stays 
only two weeks. In ahead, “Apart- 
ment For Peggy” (20th) plus Kay 
Thompson-Williams Bros., iceshow 
topping stagebill (3d wk), finished 
at $76,000, below hopes. “Baby 
Smiles At Me” (20th) in next. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 


“Three Musketeers” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Third session ended last 
(Tues.) night slipped along with 


‘rest of Street to $43,000 but still 


plenty strong business; second was 
smash $66,500. Continues indef. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“June Bride” (WB) and Vaughn 
Monroe orch topping stageshow 
(2d wk). Continues in chips at 
$65,000, after very strong $72,000 
opener. Holds again. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,100; 95- 
$1.80) — “Joan of Arc” (RKO). 
Opens tonight ‘Wed.) with special 
benefit preem for United Hospital 
Fund. Regular run starts tomor- 
row (Thurs.), reopening theatre 
after more than four months spent 
in increasing seating capacity, com- 
plete facelifting. 


SUE 


‘HILLS’ LOFTY $15,000, 
TORONTO; ‘ROPE’ 166 


Toronto, Nov. 9. 

Smash third week of “Best 
Years” shows no drop evident in 
capacity attendance, and is current 
highlight here. Top newcomers are 
“Rope” and “Hills of Home.” 
“Mourning Becomes Electra,” in 
for first time at pop prices, looks 
nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 36-66) 
“Rope” (WB). Big $16.000. Last 
week, “Velvet Touch” (RKO), okay 
$11,600. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— 
“Julia Misbehaves” (M-G) (2d wk), 
~ $11,000 after last week’s $13,- 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Turn- 
away biz at all performances for 
$20,200 after ditto capacity last 
week. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 36-66)—‘“June 
Bride” (WB). Fancy $14,500. Last 
week, “Loves of Carmen” (Col) (2d 
wk), $12,300. 


Tivoli (FP) (1,431; 36-66—~ 
“Mournin Becomes Electra” 
(RKO), ith special sexed-up ex- 


ploitation, started slowly but a 
nice $8,000. Last week, “Cry o 
City” (20th) (2d wk), $5,200. 
Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 30-66)~— 
“Hills of Home” (M-G). Kid draw 
hypoing to big $15,000. Last week, 
“Innocent Affair” (UA!, $13,200. 

















PICTURE GROSSES 





VARIETY 








‘Song’ Solid $52,000, Best L.A. Bet; 
Bride’ Hot 576, Blade’ Not So Sharp 
SM mi, Blood rbecesel to 246 in id 


“W alk Crooked 
“Black Eagle” 


‘ndpls. Spotty; ‘River’ 
Loud 166, ‘Belinda’ 146 


Indianapolis, Nov. 9. 
Biz is spotty at firstruns here 
this week. “Red River” is strong 
at Loew’s, and pacing the city. 
‘Johnny Belinda” also is getting a 
good play at Indiana but “Cry of 
City” at Circle and “Lady in Er- 
mine” at Lyric are tepid. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) ‘2,800; 44- 


(Col) (2d 65)\—"Cry of City” (U) and “Smug- 


‘al hypo to local firstrun 


usiness this week. 3.398: 60-$1) 


Last week, $16,000 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) ‘1.- 
“Station West” (R 


’ will be okay §$ 


$37,000 in five : 
smaliseaters RKO Hillstreet t 
mild in their final stanzas. — 
is dropping to 
$24.000 in five locations where held 
for a second session. 


Estimates for This Week 


“Walk Crooked 
* (Col) and “Black Eagle” (C 
okay $11,900. 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘Kiss 


(2d wk-6 days), 


glers Cove” (Mono), Mild $9,000. 


Last week. “Isn't It Romantic” 
(Par) and “This Corner” (EL), $7 
500. 


Indiana (‘G-D) (3,300; 44- 65) — 
“Johnnv Belinda” (WB) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA). Sturdy $14,- 
000. Last week, “Good Sam” (RKO) 
and “Behind Locked Doors” ‘EL), 
fair $12,500 

Keith’s ‘(G-D) 1.300; 44-65)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) and “Behind 
Locked Doors” (EL) ‘(m.o.). Aver- 
‘age $4,500. Last week, “Rope” 
(WB) and “Winner Take All’ 


| (Mono), $4,000. 


(1,532; 60-$1)— ‘U) and “Sword 
Mild $4,500. 
week, okay $6,800. 


Studio City (F WC) (880; 60-$1)— 


“Gallant Blade” 
“Untamed Breed” (Col) and 


Last week, $3,900. 


Hills Music Hall : 
3 United Artists (UA 





; ) (2,100; 60-$1) 
* (UA) (4th wk). ; 

10 (EL) (2d wk). 
Last w eek, neat $15,800. 


“Paradine Case” 


Under $3,000 in 5 jion Dollar Weekend” 


(EL) (2d wk- 


(Grauman-WC) ' 
“Paradine Case” Vogue (F WC) (885; ind "Raving 
(2d wk-5 davs). ’ 
“Untamed Breed” 


“Kiss ‘Blood Off Hands” 
week, giays) 


Hefty $19,000. 
“Johnny Belinda” ’ (WB) (3d wk), 
<), good $15,500. 


Downtown Music Hall (PrineCor 


nifty $12 2 000. 


Sons’ Beats Crix 
In Pitt Fine 136 : 


Holdovers are 


3d wk-4 days). 


“A Song Is Born” i 
ing okay at Fulton among newcom- 
ers despite mild notices. * 
has been coming to life on roadshow 
run at the Ritz after < 
“Station West” 


Last week, $1.800. 

; ‘UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"“‘Hamlet” (U J 
sock $16,000. is doing much bet- 
Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)\—"Kiss strength of good reviews and Dick 
Powell's growing b.o. st 


week. fair $3 900 Estimates for This Week 
ii (G - Prin - Cor) (1,106; 

J “Song Is Born” 
’ Kave picture has run up 
against such disappointing notices, 
seems to be over- 
nice $13,000. 


but his past rep 
' _ coming them for 
’ (WB) (3d wk), not up to Kaye's past clicks. 
sharp $12.400. 


Hollywood Musie Hall (Prin-Cor) +” $3,000 in 4 days. 


‘Continued on page 20) 


Down to $2,500. Last 


Loew’s ‘Loew’'s) (2,450; 44-65)— | 
\“Red River’ (UA) and “Surrender | 
Dear” (Col). Hefty $16,000. Last 
week, “Loves of Carmen” (Col) 
and “Triple Threat” ‘Col), slow 
$11,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
Lady in Ermine” (20th) and) 
“Creeper” (20th). Tepid $6,000. 
Last week, “Evil My Love” (Par) 
and “Bodyguard” (RKO), sluggish 
$4,500. 


2, River Swift 196, 
* St Loo; “Song 86 


. Louis, Nov. 

“Red River” is showing mn 
greatest pulling power of main- 
stem cinemas this week, being 
solid at Loew’s. “Song Is Born” 
shapes very big at the small Shu- 
bert. “Night Has 1,000 Eyes” looks 
well at Ambassador. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—"“Night Has 1,000 Eves” (Par) 
and “Angels in Exile’ (Rep). Nice 
$17.000. Last week, “Moonrise” 
(Rep) and “Smart Girls Don't 

"a (WB), $14,000. 

(F&M) (5,000; 50-75) — 

sr ch (20th) and “Bungalow 

13” (20th). Good $18,000. Last 

week, “Return of Bad Men” (RKO) 

and “Berlin Express” ‘RKO), $15.- 
000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) — 
“Red Rivey”’ (UA) and “Manhattan 
Angel” ‘(Col). Solid $19,000. Last 
week, “Peabody and Mermaid” (U) 
and “Black Arrow” ‘Col), $15,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.500: 50-65)— 
“Johnny Belinda’ (WB) and 
“Apartment for Peggy” (20th) 
(m.o.) (2d wk). Trim $8.000 after 
$9.000 first session. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60-75)— 
“Wing and Prayer” (20th) and 
“Navy Comes Through” (RKO) 
(reissues). Oke $5,000. Last week, 
“Drive by Night” (WB) and “An- 
gels with Dirty Faces” (WB) ‘re- 
issues), $5,500, 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500: 40-60)— 
“Song Is Born” (RKO). Big $8,000 
or near. Last week, “Rope” ‘(WB) 
and “Lightning in Forest’ (Rep) 
‘m.o.) (2d wk), $5,500. 





H.0.’s Slough Hub; ‘Saxon’ Charms At 
$22,000, ‘Texas, B’klyn’ $19,000, 2 Spots 


Tschaikovskyv” 
_ About $2.000. 


Le oew's _ State (| OCW- “WC in: 404): 


(2d WK-5 days), 
slow $16,000. 

pe Angeles (D'town- a (2,097; 
60-s1) — ‘Luxury Liner 


Boston. Nov. 
of extended-run 
‘ry currently sees biz sagging 


amount and Fenway. which shapes 
Second week of “. 
* still is big at ! 
Estimates for ’ 
Astor ‘(Javeox) (1,300; ¢ 


(1.248; 60-$1) — 


_ returbished second-run house. 
(2d 1 run), with iianuay Ayre. al Errol 
Ga rner on st age. Sca nt $9, — ag 


(2d run) Ww ith Milton Larkin orch, 
on stage, $9,800. 
( D'tow n-WC) 
“Gallant Blade” 
“Racing Luck” 


“Saxon Charm” 
.O). Nice $22.000 or near. 


“The Creeper” 
Nice $13.000. 
“Untamed Breed” 


‘Prin-Cor) (940; 85- “Blanche Fury” 


“Gay Intruder” (20th) (2d wk), $3,- 
f€éat $3,000. Last week, $3,100. 

(2.812: 60-$1)— 
“Song Is Born” 


“Moonrise” (Rep). So-so $5,000. 
Last week, “Night Has 1.000 
Eves” (Par) and “Smuggler’s Cove” 
iMono) (2d wk). $3,200 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-80) — 
“Race Street” (RKO) and “Variety 
Time” ‘RKO) (2d wk). Holdover 
begins today ‘Tues.) after fine $21.- 
000 first week. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-80) 
—‘Johnny Belinda” (WB) and 
“Homicide for Three” ‘Indie) (2d 
wk). Big $23,000 after sock $35.400 
first. 

Orpheum ‘Loew! (3.000: 40-80)— 
“Red River” (UA) and ‘“Manhat- 
tan Angel” (Col) (3d wk). Final 
week begins today (Tues.) after 
neat $24,000 second. 

Paramount ‘(M-P) (1.700: 40-80) 
—‘Texas, Brooklyn” (UA) and 
“Moonrise” (Rep). Usual $14,000. 
Last week “Night Has 1.000 
Eves” 'Par) and “Smuggler’s Cove” 
(Mono) ‘2d wk), $8.800. 

State ‘Loew! (3,500: 40-80)— 
“Red River” (UA) and “Manhattan 
Angel” ‘Col) 3d wk). Final week 
begins today ‘Tues.) after good 
$16,000 second. 
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‘Baby’ Smiles on Frisco, Lusty $30,000; 
Belinda’ Torrid v8 000, Starr's 166 


San Francisco, Nov. 9. 
strong bally, 
Smiles At Me” shapes big. at Fox, 
and “Johnny 
Paramount this round, 
” is strong again i 
round at United Artists. 
Starr’s Daughter” is j 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


, chiefly first runs, 
cluding N. Y.) will land only modest money at Or- 
Total Gross Same Week 
4 holdovers especially 
Estimates for ' 
Golden Gate 








' * (RKO) 2d wk). 
to thin $11,000. 


‘Song Tuneful 
$16,000, KC Ace 


With satin out of way, 
are again going 
true loeally as current Cae is | 
Orpheum’'s | have 
shapes solid, 
“Johnny ad 
at Paramount likewise is strong at | ~ 
$15,000 and likely stays over. 
midweek cleared up for an ideal | — Millions” 
fall week end. 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) | 
-‘Apartment for Peggy” 


“When Baby Smiles At Me” 
Big $30,000. 
With Dirty Faces” 


mild $14,500. 
(2 656; 60-85)— 
“Belle Starr’ s Deagiter 


“The Secret 
a (M- G) (2d wk), nice $14,500. 


Pay B 
"Se ng rs orn Paramount | (Par) (2,646; 60-85)—— 


is sure to hold. 


Rain | $28. 000 or over. 





“St. Francis (Par) (1, i 60-85)— 
“Night Has 1,000 Eyes” 


“Corvette 225" (Blumenfeld) 
>| 55-85)—"Gallant Blade” 
average $3,000. “Rusty Leads Way” 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35- 


United Artists (S. Corwin) ‘1.207; 
55-85)—" Red Rivet 
Mild $14,000, | Strong, $10,000. 
“Walk Crooked ert 
“Rusty Leads Way” 
thin $10,000 in 5 davs. 

Orpheum ‘RKO) (1,900; 


J *’ (UA) (4th wk). 
—Gallant Blade ; 
hattan Angel” 


Good $2,500 in 5 days. 


ayeee (Blumenfeld) 
Paying off nicely at ’ , 


solid $16,000 and holds. “Shed No Tears” 


“Loves of Cur- 
United Nations (FWC) | 
Paramount : Par 


“Golden Earrings” 


’ <ge ee “Sons of Adven- 
“Miss Tatlock’s Millions = “ 
“Trade Winds” 


at mild $13,000. 


" (EL) (2d wk). 


Grid Crowds Up Philly; 
‘Blood’ Rich at $33,500, 
‘Road House’ Huge 356 


Philadelphia, 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway 


$21,000 in 9 days. 








Penn State game, 
and general holiday mood gave the 
houses their 





L’ville Lively; ‘Venus’ 
Hot $16,000, ‘Julia’ 146 


Louisville. Nov. 4p 
had the Mar- 


Rialto looks to ring the bel! as 


will Roy Rogers’ opus, “Kiss Blood Off Hands,” 


off to a big start via personal ap- 





Estimates for This Week 


also showed real strength 





‘vy. Wrong Number” 


“French Leave” (Mono) (m.o.), Estimates for This Week 


y (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
: Frankenstein” 


St rong $3.400. 


; “Rachel and Stranger” 
. sock $8,000 in 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50- 


(WB) (2d wk). Satisfactory $7,000. 


Last week, swell $9,000 in 8 days. 


$14. 000 or over for windup. session. 


‘Sets (WB) 12,700; 
[ , . Love of Mary” ‘ 
End of River’ ‘l “Walk a 
“Touch of Venus” 
Sc lz Fara’? 
cotland Yard (2,250: 50-99)—* 


“Julia Misbehaves” 
Big $17,500. 
great $23,000. 
Karlton (Goldman) ‘1,000; 50-99) 
‘Seaied Verdict’ 
“Rep and | Fine $10,000 after $14,000 opener. 
_ Keith's (Goldman) (1, 300; 50- 99) 
—‘Apartment for \ 
(Continued on page 20) 


“Manhattan An- 
* (Col) (19 days). $ 
a in Exile” 


“y3nda Be Good" (EL ’, $4.000.| 
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“WORLD PRE 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1948 


VICTORIA Teor: 


Broadway at 46th st. New York, N.Y. 


Ree - oa | 


starring INGRID 


) _ BERGMAN ~ 


A VICTOR FLEMING propucrion 
Produced by WALTER WANGER 
Directed by VICTOR iain 





> ' Color By TECHNI 








t-———4_—Based on the Stage fe Play JOAN of LORRAINE” by had ANDERSON + 
.with JOSE FERRER 
FRANCIS L. SULLIVAN «J. CARROL NAISH * WARD BOND 
SHEPPERD STRUDWICK * HURD HATFIELD * GENE LOCKHART 
JOHN EMERY * GEORGE COULOURIS * JOHN IRELAND and CECIL KELLAWAY 

Screenplay by MAXWELL ANDERSON and ANDREW SOLT « Art Direction by RICHARD DAY £. 

Director of Photography JOSEPH VALENTINE, A.S.C. fe 
- Presented by SIERRA PICTURES, INC. « Released by RKO RADIO PICTURES pe 
om et Ae, TEE TT : ‘ ‘s 
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VARIETY 


FILM REVIEWS 





When My Baby Smiles 
at Me 
(SONGS-COLOR) 

Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

20th- release of George Jessel pro- 
doninn, Biers Betty Grable, Dan ey; 
features Jack Oakie, June Havoc, Richard 
len, James Gleason. Directed by Walter 

. Screenplay, Lamar Trotti; adapta- 
tion, Elizabeth Reinhardt; from play, 
“Burlesque.” by George Manker Watters, 
Arthur Hopkins; camera (Technicolor), 
Harry Jackson; editor, Barbara McLean; 
gongs, Mack Gordon, Josef Myrow; musi- 
cal direction, Alfred Newman. Trade- 
shown Nov. 3, *48. Running time. 98 WINS, 


Te cake dbaexiseae ees Gee 
Bid paeaveseens Cee seseesers Dan Dailey 
BOZO. <2. ccc cece seomereecah ees Jack Oakie 
Gussie....... oe8eeee eee June Havoc 
Flarvey .....scccccescceaes Richard Arlen 
BOMty 2. ccsrcccvcesepocses James Gleason 
Bubbles Pei Reen eee Vanita Wade 
Specialty Dancer........ Kenny Williams 
Sylvia Marco.......-...+.+.- Jean Wallace 
Woman in Box , ‘ Pati Behrs 
Sam Harris .. Robert Emmett Keane 
Midget rere Jerry Maren 
Comic ..George “Bettlepuss” Lewis 
rere Tom Stevenson 


Sam Bernard 
Mauritz Hugo 
, Frank Scannell 
Graham, Dave Morris 


Process Server 
Stage Manager 
Vendor 
Painters 


Tim 


This 20th-Fox version of the old 
George Manker Watters-Arthur 
Hopkins “Burlesque” is a happy 
journey down memory lane. Sta- 
ture is added through nostalgic 
quality gained in the aging. Packed 
with surefire old tunes, plus a cou- 
ple of new ones, and filled with 
time-tested gags and laugh lines, 
it answers all requirements of the 
entertainment seeker. Technicolor 
adds lustre and marquee values 
are strong. 

Producer George Jessel brings 
forth plenty of showmanship in 
tying up the entertainment. Show- 
wise, he has picked his cast with 
care, and his affection for the old 
flesh shows is apparent in the 
touches given “When My Baby 
Smiles at Me.” Score is studded 
with the memory treat of such 
songs as the title number, “Don’t 
Bring Lulu,” “Bye, Bye, Black- 
bird,” “Birth of the Blues” and 
snatches of scores of others. 

Betty Grable and Dan Dailey 
function strongly in the star spots, 


both trouping their roles and han- | 
dling song and dance with a style! 


that pleases. They fit easily into 
the burley atmosphere that per- 
meates the production and give a 
lift to the aging, but still fun, plot. 
Dailey is equally at home in dra- 
matics, comedy and _  song-dance 
man routines. Miss Grable is more 
than an eyeful ornament to the 
story. She’s a wow when inter- 
preting a burley queen at work, 
and shows up well in the story se- 
quences 

There’s a lot of chorus curves 
and glamor to appeal to the males 
in the several production numbers. 
Costumes are visual treats, lend- 
ing color to the numbers. From the 
title tune opener, sung by Dailey. 
through to new tunes by Mack 
Gordon and Josef Myrow, it’s a 
musical feast wrapped around the 
corn and hokum of the burley gag 
and art. Best of the two new songs 
are “What Did I Do?,” with Miss 
Grable on vocals. Other, also 
listenable, is “By the Way.” Both 
are reprised with solos and pro- 
duction number backing. ; 

Walter Lang’s direction is lively 


and warm in handling the good 
script by Lamar Trotti. Screen- 
play follows closely the original 


play in telling of marital team of 
Skid and Bonny. When success 
g0es to Skid’s head, Bonny gets a 
divoree. Skid takes to the bottle. 
Bonny returns to straighten him 
out and there’s a reconciliation for 
the finale. . 

Jack Oakie and June Havoc are 
perfectly at home in the atmos- 
phere of this one and provide a lot 
of the punch that helps sell the 
show. Jimmy Gleason is good as 
the manager and Richard Arlen, 
rancher who goes for Miss Grable, 
pleases. Excellence of stars and 
feature players is reflected down 
the line by supporting performers. 
_ Alfred Newman’s musical direc- 
tion is solid. as are the orchestral 
arrangements and vocal direction. 
A sharp, eye-filling lensing job has 
been turned in by Harry Jackson. 
Dance direction, settings and 
editing are commendable. 





Every Girl Should Be 
Married 


RKO release of Don Hartman (Dore 
thary) production, directed by Hartman 
Stars Cary Grant; features Franchot Tone, 
Diana Lynn, Betsy Drake, Alan Mowbray 
Screenplay, Hartman and Stephen More- 
ouse Avery; camera, George S. Diskant; 
editor, Harry Marker; music, C. Bakalei- 
nikoff¥. Tradeshown N. Y. Nov. 5. 48. Run- 
hing time, 85 MINS. 
Dr. Madison Brown . 





Cary Grant 
‘oger Sanford.......... Franchot Tone 
Julie Hudson.............. Diana Lynn 
"bay ll, _.. SE RRIRRRRS Betsy Drake 
See, NOE, 6 vk.cthocsace Alan Mowbray 
Mary Nolan............ Elisabeth Risdon 
Sam MeNutt.. . Richard Gaines 
SOUMRMENE aS 05k .6 paths ans i Harry Hayden 


Chick Chandler 

Leon Belasco 
“rerre re ee ee ee Fred Essiler 
Saleslady... . Anna Q. Nilsson 


Soda Clerk rae - 


¥ idlinist 


“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
Is one of those rare comic delica- 
cies that are always in good season 
at the b.o. Out of that venerable 
theme of the war between the 
sexes in which the cemmes are the 
Buileful aggressors, Don Hartman 


| has fashioned a sparklingly witt 
comedy of modern manners whish 


will set off a chain reaction of 
chuckles. 


newcomer, Betsy Drake, this film 
will have a terrific payoff. 

Script and direction, both han- 
died by Hartman, are finely bal- 





cued for universal appeal. 
though toned in smart dialog and 
subtle touches within a broad com- 
edy situation, the pic nevertheless 


With Cary Grant top-| 
ping a superlative cast including | 
ranchot Tone and a standout. 


| Miniature Reviews 


anced in a clever pace and style. 
Al- | 


dodges the twin pitfalls of ultra- | 
sophistication and corny slapstick. | 


Starting off in a breezy flippancy, 
it rolls smoothly along in the same 
key throughout. 

Miss Drake, a fresh personality 
with looks and talent who will gen- 
erate plenty of word-of-mouth 
commendation, is the young gal set 
upon hooking an. eligible bache- 
lor. Accidentally bumping into 
Grant in a drugstore, she maps an 
elaborate pincer strategy after 
studiously gathering data on his 
habits and habitat. When this 
fails in a series of tactical rever- 
sals, she switches to piquing Grant 
with jealousy, using Tone, the boss 
of-the department store in which 
she works, as the foil. But Grant 
still refuses to bite, maintaining an 
amused indifference that occa- 
sionally boils into irritation at the 
gal's persistence. 


Her inventiveness, however, 


| finally surmounts Grant’s intran- 


sigeance. But before she can haul 
up the marriage license, Miss 
Drake is forced to sharpen the 


hook and pretty the bait. She en- 
lists fhe whole town in her cam- 
paign to pressure her man to the 
altar. At the windup, she plays 
the winning trick by hiring a radio 


,actor to pose as her home town 


flame coming to take her home. 
Grant relents, they clinch and with 
perfect timing, a preacher an- 
nounces himself to work out the 
wedding details. 

In a long part that keeps her 
within camera range for the full 
length of the film, Miss Drake's 
performance is a tour de force in 
the romantic comedy vein. She 
displays a remarkable range of ex- 
pressiveness, going from pathos to 
frothiness with firm control. 
Grant, handling his lines with ap- 
propriate acidity, plays with skill 
and wit. Tone, in a brief role, and 
Diana Lynn, as Miss Drake’s side- 
kick, both contribute strong sup- 
port. 

Matching the script’s roguish 
air, this production is buffed down 
to a high polish although no lavish 
settings are evident. Topnotch 
camera work, expert editing and a 
gay background score integrate all 
aspects of this film for maximum 
impact. Herm. 


Blood on the Moon 


Hollywood, Nov. 6. 


RKO release of Theron Warth produc- 
tion. Stars Kobert Mitchum, Barbara Bel 
Geddes, Robert Preston; features Walter 
Brennan, Phyllis Thaxter, Frank Faylen, 
Tom Tully, Charles McGraw. Directed by 
Robert Wise. Screenplay, Lilhe Hayward; 
adaptation, Haroid Shumate, Luke Short. 
from a novel by Short; camera, Nicholas 
Musuraca: editor, Samuel E._ Beetley. 
Tradeshown Noy. 5, ‘48. Running time, 
86 MINS. 
Jim Garry 
Amy Lufton 
Tate Riling 


Robert Mitchum 
. Barbara Bel Geddes 
; Robert Preston 


Kris Barden... ......+::: Walter Brennan 
Carol Ss cqavtweckas Phyllis Thaxter 
Jake Pindalest....... . Frank Faylen 
Jehn Lufton Tom Tully 
Milo Sweet... ....ceccss> Charles McGraw 


Clifton Young 


. § t 
Joe Shotten Tom Tyler 


Frank Reardan 


Fred ED. 5 +s enews George Cooper 
Ted ae Richard* Powers 
Cam WiMB. .....cccece .. Bud Osborne 
Nels Titterton........-- Zon Murray 
Bart Daniels ........ Robert Bray 





“Blood On the Moon” is a terse, 
tightly - drawn western drama. 
There's none of the formula ap- 
proach to its story telling, a switch 
that doesn't add to its chances in 


the general market. However, 
name of Robert Mitchum prom- 
ises some initial b.o. attention. 
For the connoisseur of adult 


western fiction there is appeal, but 
the average fan isn’t likely to go 
for the understatement and gradu- 
ally developed plotting. 

Picture captures the crisp style 
used by Luke Short in writing his 
western novels. and ticket buyers 
who like the different_ approach 
will find a load of excitement, 
deadly menace and high action. 
Performances are all above aver- 
age. fitting ably into the mood 
sought by Robert Wise’s direction. 
The Lillie Hayward script, from 
Harold Shumate’s and Short's 
adaptation of the latter’s novel, has 
none ot the theatrical flamboyance 
of the commercial western plot, vet 
generates its own brand of inter- 
esting tension. 

Plot deals with a Texas cowpoke 
who rides into a section ot range 
country where ranchers and _ set- 
tlers are battling. Breke, he hires 
out his gun to an old friend, who is 
scheming with an Indian agent to 
acquire a cattle herd by promoting 
the feud. Ruthlessness of his friend 


“When My Baby Smiles at 
Me” (Songs-Color) (20th). 
Smooth musical with nostalgic 
tunes, Betty Grable, Dan 
Dailey. Bright b.o. prospects. 


“Every Girl Should Be Mar- 
ried” (RKO). Cary Grant, 
Franchot Tone in sock roman- 
tic comedy; surefire appeal. 


“Blood On the Moon” (RKO) 
Adult-styled western drama 
away from usual action form- 
ula, which will hurt its b.o. 
chances. 

“Racing Luck”’(Col). Draggy 
racetrack entry lacks plot in- 
terest 

“Indian Agent” (RKO). Okay 
Tim Holt western for the Sat- 
urday matinee trade. 

“West of Sonora” (Col). 
Average Charles Starrett 
(“Durango Kid”) oatuner. 

“The Guinea Pig” 
Sensitive British 
study. 

“Ne Room At the Inn” 
(Pathe). Grim British yarn 
about orphans in a Cockney 
boarding house. Limited draw. 

“Scorned Flesh” (lialian). 


(Pathe). 
schoolboy 


Story about a sailor and his 
tragic love; okay for foreign 
houses. 








finally awakens his conscience and 
he swings to the other side, finding 
new self-respect and love before 
the finale. 

Mitchum is the cowpoke, a role 
he hendles with skill under Wise’s 
realistic direction. Barbara Bel 
Geddes registers strongly as the 
range heroine who first battles and 
then loves Mitchum. Robert Pres- 
ton makes an oily villain, whose 
false charms fool Mitchum as well 
as the daughter of his chief rancher 
opponent, and the settlers. Walter 
Brennan, settler who loses his son 
in the feuding, Phyllis Thaxter, 
Tom Tully, Frank Faylen, Charles 
McGraw and others capably add to 
mood of the film. 

Picture’s pace has a false sense 
of leisureness that points up sev- 
eral tough moments of action. 
There is a deadly knock-down and 
drag-out fist fight between Mitch- 
um and Preston; a long 
across snow - covered mountains 
and the climax gun battle between 
Preston's henchmen and Mitchum, 
Brennan and Miss Bel Geddes that 
are loaded with suspense wallop. 

Theron Warth's production, un- 
der the executive supervision of 
Sid Rogell, has supplied topnotch 
scenic locations against which to 
film the story. Nicholas Musuraca’s 
camerawork gives the physical 
values fine lensing. Editing is good. 

Brog. 


He Walked by Night 

Eagle Lion release of Bryan Foy pro- 
duction. Features Richard Basehart. Scott 
Brady. Directed by Alfred Werker. 
Screenplay, John C. Higgins, Crane Wil- 
bur; additional dialog, Harry Essex; orig- 
inal story. Wilbur: camera. John Alton: 
editor, Alired DeGaetano: music, Leonid 
Raab. Tradeshown N. Y. Nov. 4 ” 
Running time, 79 MINS. 
Davis Morgan . . Richard Basehart 
Marty Brennan . Scott Brady 
Police Sergeant Breen Rov Roberts 
Reeves cone alee : . Whit Bissell 
Chuck Jones Jim Cardwell 





Eagle Lion's production formula 
for action fare has clicked again. 
In “He Walked by Night.” Bryan 
Foy has turned out another pack- 
age of dynamite that will rank 
with “T-Men” and “Canon City” 
as surprising wicket spinners. This 
pic is a high tension crime meller. 
supercharged with violence but 
sprung with finesse. {t can’t miss. 

Top credits for this film’s wal- 
lop is shared equally by the sev- 
eral scripters, director Alfred 
Werker and a small, but superb 


_cast headed by Richard Basehart. 


Produced on a relatively modest 
budget in this inflationary era, this 
pic rolls up all of its resources for 
firstrate quality impact. It accents 
the essential cinematic ingredients 
of plot, pace and characterization 
within a workable framework 
shorn of fol-de-ro! trimmings. 
Yarn is a straightforward docu- 
mentary-style saga of a psychotic 


but brilliant killer who is tracked 
down through dogged detective 
work. Taken allegediy from the 


files of the Los Angeles police de- 
partment, film opens with the 
brutal murder of a cop and fol- 
lows through in detailing the crim- 
inal’s career while the dragnet is 
closing in. There are no romantic 
angles in this all-male operation to 
slow matters down. 

Starting in high gear, the film 
increases in momentum until the 
cumulative tension explodes in a 
powerful erime-doesn'i-pay ciimax. 
Striking effects are achieved 
through counterpoint of the slay- 
ers ingenuity in eluding the cops 
and the police efficiency in bring- 
ing him to book. High-spot of the 
film is the final sequence which 
takes place in L. A.’s storm drain- 
age tunnel system where the killer 
tries to make his getaway, but fails 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


chase . 


after a resounding crossfire of 
automatics and tommyguns. 

With this role, Basehart estab- 
lishes himself as one of Holly- 
wood’s most talented finds in re- 
cent years. As the killer, he per- 
forms with emotional range and 
suppleness, delineating his psycho 
portrayal of a vicious character 
with complete persuasiveness. He 
heavily overshadows the rest of 
the cast, although Scott Brady, 
Roy Roberts and Jim Cardwell, as 
the detectives, deliver with high 
competence. 
by realistic’ camera work and a 
solid score. Herm. 


Racing Luck 
Hollywood, Nov. 5 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 


tures Gloria Henry, Stanley Clements, 
David Bruce, Paula Raymond, Harry 
Cheshire, Dooley Wilson. Jag Ingram, 


Nelson Leigh, Bill Cartledge, S.d Savior. 
Directed by William Berke. Screenplay, 
Joseph Carole, Al Martin, Harvey Gates; 
editor, Henry Batista: camera, Ira H. Mor- 


gan. At Vogue, L. A.,.Nov. 2, °48. Run- 
ning time, 65 MINS, 

Phyllis Warren ‘ Gloria Henry 
Boots Warren .. Stanley Clemenis 


Jeff Stuart “ 
Natalie Gunther 


David Bruce 
Paula Raymond 


Radcliffe Malone....... Harry Cheshire 
Abe ‘ ae Pe Dooley Wilson 
George poh ead eh eerRars Jack Ingram 
SU NOMD. + vccrone Se eens . Nelson Leigh 
Joe re ane ee Bill Cartledge 
PO. Gickodetaeebecas , Syd Saylor 

A series of horseraces plus a 


mild sprinkling of the human ani- 
mai and a dash of plot do not com- 
prise entertainment. Inept formula 
was mixed for “Racing Luck”’ with 
catastrophic results. “Luck” rolls 
through 65-minutes at a mealy pace, 
failing to generate interest in 
races, humans or plot footage 

Thesps gather ’round for the old 
college try but to little avail. 
Gloria Henry, Stanley Clements 
and David Bruce follow director 
William Berke’s wand very closely, 
but the magic stick is without 
power. Ensuing lineup pitches all 
the way. 

Sam Katzman failed in his pro- 
ductional chores with a poor 
screenplay by Joseph Carole, Al 


‘Martin and Harvey Gates and di- 


rector William Berke fails to give 
the pic a pace worthy of interest. 
Ira H. Morgan manages some good 
camera glances. Free. 
Indian Agent 
Hollywood, Nov. 9 


RKO release of Herman Schlom pro- 
duction. Stars Tim Holt; features Noah 
Beery. Jr., Richard Martin, Nan Leslie. 
Harry Woods. Director, Lesley Selande: 
Original screenplay. Norman Houston: 
camera, J. Roy Hunt; editor, Les Mill 


brook. Tradeshown Nov. 3, ’48. Running 


time, 64 MINS. 

DAVE. . .ssandeuueeacsont wa Tim flolt 
DOREOR . « iavcubtnecti *...Noah Beer: yi 
CGO. « wt Malev edhe s newn’ Richard Martin 
WRG <.. 6p hbae ci Otkeg bneses Nan Leslie 
OLUOk.\ctaddecatehnecs Harry Woods 
BRUCEI eicas canneeenes Richard Powers 
TRTOMOENN? so acseseesecet Claudia Drake 
IMM. c V.ceheneseneeds Robert Bray 
7 ee, See eee Lee White 
OE I em Bud Osborne 
WOU 6 sav badicwns Iron Eyes Cody 


“Indian Agent’? measures up as 
an okay Tim Holt saddle adventure 
Wherever there’s a demand for film 
gallopers this will fill the bill and 


appeal is particularly good for 
juve trade in Saturday matinee 
spots. 


Plot deals with a crooked Indian 
agent, in cahoots with an equally 
crooked freighter. They*scheme to 
divert food supplies destined for 
the reservation to the more lucra- 
tive gold field market. The red- 
skins are unhappy but the scheme 
is working without a hitch until 
Holt and his buddy, Richard Mar- 
tin, become suspicious and manage 
to deal out some stern. sixgun 
justice. 

Holt is a good western hero. in 
appearance and actions, and Mar- 
tin makes an excellent teammate to 
handle the lighter moments. Skull- 
duggery is capably projected in the 
western manner by Harry Woods as 
the freighter and Richard Powers 
as the agent. 

Seript has a twist or two to give 
formula pattern a lift and Lesley 
Selander’s direction keeps things 
racing along at the proper pace for 
an oater. Herman Schlom’s pro- 
duction guidance furnishes good 
sight values for budget and lensing 
is expert. 

Noah Beery. Jr.. plays an Indian 
chief in this one and hasn’t much 
to do. Also with little to do are 
Nan Leslie and Claudia Drake. 
since femme interest is kept to a 
minimum, which should please the 
kiddies. Brog. 

West of Sonora 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Smiley Burnette, Steve Darrell. Directed 
by Ray Nazarro Original sereenplas 
Barry Shipman; camera. Ira H. Morgan 
editor. Jerome Thoms. At New York 
atre, N r.. Nov. 2, °48. Running 
55 MINS. 

Steve Rollins ? 
The Durange Kids 


the 
time, 


Charles Starrett 





Smiley Burnette... Smiley Burnette 
Black Murphy Steve Darrell 
Sherifi Jeff Clinton George Chesebro 
Penclope Clinton . \nita Castle 
Sandy Clinton ..Hal Taliaferro 
Brock , Bob Wilke 
wee: OOD, 6 cs nace cic . Emmett Lynn 
Dickson .. Ee Lynn Farr 
The Sunshine Boys 
“West of Sonora,” another in 


the Charles Starrett (Durango Kid 


Film is also marked | 


series, generates a fair amount of 
ridin’, shootin’ and fightin’. There’s 
some feudin’, too, for the yarn 
hinges on a long standing quar- 
rel between two grandfathers. An 
unpretentious oatuner, the film 
_is average action fare for the duals 
/and Sat. mat. trade. 
__ Cast in his usual dual role, Star- 
rett does yeoman work in patch- 
ing up hard feelings between the 
maternal and paternal and- 
fathers of moppet Anita Casile. 
Former, who's suspected of being 
an outlaw, makes off with the girl. 
This touches off a posse hunt, an 
| attempted lynching and a variety 
of gunplay. In his role of the 
Durango Kid, Starrett bags the 
true culprit paving the way for 
the customary happy finale. 
interspersed in the footage 
| several tunes contribbed by the 
{four Sunshine Boys. Smiley 
| Burnette also warbles a song and 
| holds up the comedy end in so-so 
fashion. Starrett convinees as the 
/champion of law and order while 
Steve Darrell and George Chese- 
bro are okay as the rival grand- 
pops. 

Ray Nazarro’s direction is stand- 
ard. Production values of Colbert 
Clark reflect the maximum out of 
the low budget. Lensman Ira H. 
Morgan’s photography is adequate 
'while Jerome Thoms edited the 
film down to a concise 55 minutes. 

Gilb. 








are 


The Guinea Pig 
(BRITISH) 
London, Oct. 27. 


Pathe release of Pilgrim Pictures-Filippe 
Del Giudice John Boulting) preduction. 
Stars Richard Attenborough, Sheila Sim. 
Directed by Roy Boulting. Screenplay by 
Sernard Miles, Warren Chetham Sérode; 
adapted from stage play by Warren Chet- 
ham Strode. Editor, Richard Best; music, 
John Wooldridge; camera, Gilbert Taylor, 
Sheets Kelly. At Carlton, Londen. Run- 
ning time, 98 MINS 


Jack Read . Richard Attenborough 
Lynne Hartley.......... ee Shei Sim 
Mr. Read .Sabeeeren . Bernard Miles 


Vir. Hartley 


iF Cecil Trouncer 
Nigel Lorraine 


Robert Flemyng 


Ore Edith Sharpe 
 & * Serer Joan Hickson 
Ronald ED «1-55-46 0416 palvce Tim Bateson 
PO Serr re Clive Baxter 
Buckton... Basil Cunard 
i Seer ere ro ee John Forrest 
a Sees Maureen Gliynne 
Lorna Beckett Brenda Hogan 


Sir James Corfield 


Herbert Lomas 
Miles Minor 


Anthony Newley 


Typically British in flaver, War- 
ren Chetham Strode’s play of the 
rural schoolboy who is sent to an 
exclusive public school as an ex- 
periment, has been brought te the 
screen by the Boulting Bros. with 
sincerity and care. Not By any 
means in the big picture elass, it 
should have a happy future at 
homc. but the ‘very nature of its 
insular theme is likely to restrict 
its success in the American market. 


The guinea pig in the experi- 
ment is Jack Read, son of a sub- 
urban shopkeeper, whose admis- 


sion into one of Britain’s exelusive 
public schools brings him at once 
into conflict with tradition. 

The role of Read provides Rich- 
ard Attenborough with a human 
part, and it’s a tribute to him that 
he looks every bit the sehoolboy. 
First class performance is contrib- 
uted by Cecil Trouncer as the un- 
willing but converted housemaster, 
and Sheila Sim as his daughter, 
and Robert Flemying as the tutor 
provide the not too obtrusive ro- 
mantic interest. Bernard Miles 
and Joan Hickson, as the boy's par- 


ents, and Edith Sharpe, as the 
housemaster’s wife, turn in effec- 
tive sketches. Muro. 


Ne Reem at the Inn 
(BRITISH) 
London, Oct. 26. 


Pathe release of British National ‘Ivan 
Foxwell-Louis H. Jackson) preduction. 
Stars Freda Jackson. Joy Shelton. HVer- 
mione Baddeley. Directed by Daniel Birt. 
Sereen ¥ by Dylan Thomas, Ivan Fox- 
well, from play by Joan Temple. Edi- 
tor, Charles Hasse; music, Hans May; 
camera, James Wilson, Moray Grant. At 


Warner, London, Oct. 25, °48. Running 
time, 8? MINS. 
ee Freda Jackson 


Judith Drave 
Mrs. Waters... 
Norma Bates 
Mary O’Rane 


Joy Shelton 
Hermione Baddeley 
Joan Dowling 
Ann Stephens 


Rev. Allwroth .. . Harcourt Williams 
Oc <3 98252 ckene ce Niall MaecGinnis 
Spiv Stranger .... Sydney Tafler 
ee ae Frank Pettineell 
Lily PS Ae A ee Betty Blackler 
aa JW Gibbs 
PRR ee ee Rebin Netscher 


Councillor Creen . 
Ceuncillor Trouncer.. 
News Editor 


Wylie Watson 
James Havier 
Eliot Makeham 


Reliance on legit material is al- 
most becoming a chronic complaint 
with British producers nowadays. 
“No Room at the Inn” was a very 
successful West End stage play, 
and the picture version bears obvi- 
ous traces of its theatrical origin, 
being restricted in settings and 
lacking in movement. Nonethe- 
less, it isn’t lacking in dramatie 
values, but its fate in America is 
predetermined by the overwhe!m- 
ing use of Cockney English. which 
dominates the entire script. 

Retaining a close affinity to the 
original, it’s a story of evacuee and 
orphaned children who are board- 
ed out with a drunken woman, who 
feeds the kids on seraps while sie 
soaks gin at the local public house. 
Gradually the youngsters are over- 
whelmed by the degradation and 

(Continued on page 18) 
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BIGGEST BUSINESS IN 7 
MONTHS AT WORLD PREMIERE 
WARFIELD, SAN FRANCISCO!... 
and ROARS INTO THE CIMARRON 
COUNTRY IN 100-THEATRE 
STATE-WIDE PREMIERE 
WITH KICKOFF TODAY A 
WARNER, OKLAHOMA CITY! 

















































with Wallace Ford + Charles Kemper + William Phipps + Edith King 
Directed by Produced by Associate Producer Original Screenplay by 


‘®” ~—_LESLEY SELANDER - EDWARD L. ALPERSON - JACK JUNGMEYER, JR. « W. R. BURNETT 


An Alson Production * Released through 20th Century-Fox 
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Germans Lapping Up U. S. Comedies: 
Turtle, ‘Men on Horse’ Big Favorites 


Berlin, Oct. 26. + 





German audiences are doing a! 
American drama and | 
demanding new ideas on the stage, | 


rave over 


according to Dr. Eugene Bahn, the- | 


atre officer of Military Govern- | 
ment’s Education and Cultural ~~) 


lations division. 


“The idea of the stage existing | 


for its own sake—purely for enter- 
tainment or for the completely free 
expression of ideas instead of a 
means of education—is a compara- 
tively novel one, especially to the 
Nazi-imbued youth,” he says. “But | 
it has caught hold. While some |} 
German critics are still loath to 
concede drama evocative of laugh- | 
ter is worthy of the sacrosanct | 
boards, American satire and com- | 
edy are nonetheless packing the | 
houses.” | 


Bahn 


The theatre office, Dr. 
points out, isn’t a propaganda | 
agency. One of its main jobs is as | 


a publishing house for representa- | 
tive U. S. plays which have been | 
cleared by the civil division of the 
Army, for production in Germany. | 
It handles translations and neces- | 
sary business arrangements, and | 
makes copies for consideration | 
available to directors who ask for 
them. It uses no pressure and the | 
phenomenal demand for American 
drama is therefore the more strik- 
ing. 
To date 195 contracts have been 
negotiated in the U. S. Zone, 134 
in the British, 40 in the Soviet and | 
12 in the French. In all, 45 modern | 
American dramas are available to 
German theatres, and most of them 
already have been performed. 


Most amazing success to date 
has been “Voice of the Turtle,” 
which has been produced in 55 
cities in German (including several 
in the Soviet Zone) and has played 
precedent-breaking runs in all of 
them. Its popularity is the more 
remarkable in that an actor of a 
defeated nation, in the hero’s role, 
wears the uniform of the con- 
queror. There is also a nice point | 
(of little significance to Americans 
but having a decided effect on Ger- 
man audiences) in this soldier’s 
putting on an apron and washing | 
dishes. 

Second in popularity has been | 
“Three Men on a Horse” (in 42 
cities). Explanation seems to be 
that it brought to German audi-| 
ences totally unfamiliar but appar- 
ently irresistible elements — fast- 
paced comedy, lively repartee and > 
the ridiculous situation. 

‘Thunder Rock’ Scores 

“Thunder Rock” (in 41 cities), al- 
though not a success on Broadway, | 
has been extraordinarily popular 
here, as it also was in England. Its 
philosophy, coupled with the reali- 
ties of threatening war, causes it 
to speak with marked directness to 
German audiences, according to 
Dr. Bahn. 

“Our Town” (25 cities) delighted 
both audiences and critics and set 
off controversies over whether this 
play was “typically American” or 
“universal.” “The Skin of Our 
Teeth” (16 cities) got wide critical 
acclaim and “Time of Your Life” 
is having great success, both criti- 
cal and popular. “First Legion” 
(24 cities), “Biography” (24 cities) 
and “On Borrowed Time,” also 
were well received, as was “The 
Patriots.” 

“Family Portrait,” 
the U. S., flopped here. 
called it ‘sacrilegious.’ The Berlin 
performance, however, given in the 
Soviet Sector, was well received. 

“Ah Wilderness” also flopped 
here. Germans just can’t see any | 
drama in juveniles or adolescents. 
“Kiss and Tell,” which opened in 
Berlin, got a chill from the critics 
but was a boxoffice success. “Of 
Mice and Men” was praised as a 
study of “social and metaphysical 
Significance.” “Ethan Frome” 
flopped. Germans said it was “too 
heavy.” Yet “Mourning Becomes 
Electra” clicked in 15 cities. 


well liked in 
Germans 





Lelarge’s Pic Buy 

Andre Lelarge, head of Euro- 
pean Copyrights and Distribution, 
has acquired the U. S. release 
rights to the French film, “Guille- 
mette Babin.” He’s been in 
France for the past six months 
looking over new product. 

Picture is a Guillaume Radot 
production in association with the 
Union General Cinematographique. 
Prints are expected in New York 
sometime next month. 


to sereen product 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Nov. 9. 
cA La Carte,” Savoy (21). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty (54), 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (75). 


“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (81). 


“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (27 
“Browning,” Phoenix (9). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (31). 
“Carrissima,” Palace (35). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (63). 
“Don’t Listen,” St Jas. (10). 
“Eden End,” Duchess (10). 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (76). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (5). 
“Giaconda Smile,” Wynd. (22). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (33). 
“Kid From Strat.,” Princes (6). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (31). 
“Medea,” Globe (6). 

“Off Record,” Piccadilly (71). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (80). 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (9). 
“Rain on Just,” Ald. (10). 
“Saloon Bar,” Garrick (6). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (53). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (83). 
“Worms View,” ‘Whitehall (80). 


US. Distribs Await 








Reports from Rio 


Major film companies are 
withholding their okay on the deal 
closed by Gerald Mayer, interna- 


‘tional chief for the Motion Picture | 


Assn. of America, with 
zilian government until they 
own local reps in Rio. Once re- 
ports are received, board of the 


'Motion Picture Export Assn. will 
|meet again to vote on the pact. 


Previous MPEA meet developed 


| considerable opposition to the set- 


tlement proposal. 
Mayer, in a flying trip to Rio, 


worked out a modification of regu- | 


passed by the Brazilian 


commission 


lations 
price control 


company opponents claim 
the 42% ceiling, applicable to in- 


dividual exhibs and distribs, is un- | 
| workable and without precedent. 





SOVIET ASKS-U.S. PIXERS 


FOR PARIS SCREENINGS 


Paris, Nov. 

Soviet Embassy has eit 
local reps of U. S. film companies 
for selection 
following the recent picture agree- 
ment made by Eric Johnston, pres- 
ident of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, in Moscow. However, 
it’s understood that the list of 100 
films which the Russians are to 
draw from is still being prepared 
by homeoffice toppers. Hence it’s 
unlikely that there’ll be any im- 
mediate screenings. 

Johnston's pact calls for the So- 
viets to pay flat sums in dollars 
in New York for American prod- 
uct. Pictures are to be purchased 
in blocks of 20. They're permitted 
to make deletions from prints 
from pix they choose but can in- 
sert no additional material. In 
addition the Russians are to do 
their 





Gambling Casino Given 
Okay in Wiesbaden 


Wiesbaden, Oct. 26. 

Authorization of a gambling ca- 
sino in Wiesbaden has been made 
by the Military Government in 
Hesse. Recently similar authoriza- 
tion for the casino at Bad Homburg 
was announced. 

City-controlled gambling houses 
in Wiesbaden date back to 1771. 


|In 1810, the Kurhaus was the scene 


of large-scale gambling. Through- 
out the years, Juring wars and 
revolutions, gambling has always 


played an important part in the his- | 


tory of this area as a source of in- 
come in the vacation playground of 
the wealthy. 

The gambling houses remained 
closed for a time after the first 
world war. Then once again Wies- 
baden became famous as a gambling 
centre, remaining as such until the 


beginning of the Nazi regime, w hen | 


it was ended by “highest order.” 


which | 
limited rentals on American pix. | 
' Major 


own subtitling and cutting. | 


U’s Latin Sales Drive 


Universal 
| eerloat sales convention which 
— place in Buenos Aires, Nov. 
15-22. Al Daff, chief aide to Joneph | 
|H. Seidelman, U’s foreign dept. | 


head, will handle the gavel. Daft , 


| Sika for BA within the -week. 

| Confabs will be attended by all 
| Latino and West Indies exchange | 
managers of the company. Daff, | 
it’s said, will launch a new drive 
/on British product of J. Arthur 
| Rank synchronized with the wind- 
up of the huddles. 





| Argentine to attend the conclave is 
| Robert Weait, treasurer of the 
Rank Organization. Taking along 
ja British-made trailer of Rank 
| films to be screened at the meet, 
he is planing south with Daff and 
Fortunat Baronat, U-I foreign pub- 
licity chief. 





‘Elsa Maxwell’s ‘Variety’ 
| Story on Venice Film 
| Fest Started Somethin’ 


Rome, Nov. 4. 


“L’affaire Maxwell,” an Italian | 


| tempest stirred by Elsa Maxwell’s | 
| VARIETY article, Sept. 15, in which | 


| she blasted operation of the Venice | 


| Film Festival, is gaining momen- 


‘tum in Italian cinema circles. In| 
addition to several editorials, the | 


film critics, whose judgment were 


special targets for Miss Maxwell’s | 


barbs, are rising to meet the “chal- 
lenge” with sharp counter-attacks 
;on the U. S. columnist. 

Latest rebuttal has come from 
| Giorgio Prosperi, in Italian trade 
/ magazine, Cinema, which has just 
, reappeared after being suppressed 
|as the official governmental organ 
| under the fascist regime. 
set 


VARIETY “deserve to be 


“not one that impresses a film 


| critic,” Prosperi charges that her 
|resentment towards the Venice 
|Festival has its origin in her | 


|friendship for Orson Welles, who | 


fwithdrew his “Macbeth” 
|val entry. 


as a festi- 


“Miss Maxwell is a good friend | 


'of Orson Welles, considers him her 
discovery, protects and exalts him,” 
Prosperi writes. “As opposed to 
her few notions of esthetics, 
Welles’ illusory talent, his rebel- 
lious poses, his second hand 
tellectualism represent the 

|mate in her 
|stage and screen. All of which 
|failed to budge in the least the 
|jury at Venice which.. denied 
their vote of approval to Welles’ 
mediocre and pretentious ‘Mae- 
| beth.” Hence the ire of Miss Max- 
well and the undignified move of 
the director (Welles) who, seeing 


ulti- 





that things were taking a turn for) 
removed his picture | 


the worse, 
from the competition.” 
(In Miss Maxwell’s article in 


VarIETY, Welles is quoted as fol- | 


lows: “‘Why risk my picture, which 
will never be shown in Italy, be- 
cause you cannot dub Shakespeare 
and ‘Macbeth’, is only intended for 
an English-speaking audience. I 
prefer ‘Macbeth’ be judged by a 
public that is intelligent.’’ Miss 
Maxwell said, “I do not think we 
Americans should enter into these 
Festivals any more. They are run 
badly, the jury is prejudiced and 
also ignorant,” having just been 
freed “from the mental prisons” 
they were “completely incapable 
of sitting on juries to judge inter- 
national pictures produced in free 
democracies.’’) 

Why then, Prosperi asks, did the 
! Venice jury award prizes to Lau- 


let’? Prosperi also denies that 
the Italian crix were in 
prisons” during the fascist era, 
claiming that “not for nothing 
were names of the best-known the- 
atre and film critics of Italy on the 
files of the fascist police.” 

Ascribing to Miss Maxwell the 
idea that the reason why Italian 
critics disliked American films was 
their opposition to the Marshall 
Plan, Prosperi says, “See how the 
pen of someone not used to re- 
flection can twist things.” [In her 
VARIETY article, Miss Maxwell 
made no reference to the Marshall 
Plan, either directly or by impli- 
eatior.—Ed.] 





‘Tralee’ Basis for Pic 


Dublin, Nov. 9. 
“Rose of Tralee,” song made 


famous by late John McCormack, 
will be basis for picture skedded 
by Harold Young Productions, Inc., 
New York. 

Exteriors for film will be done 
iin Ireland. 


is staging a Latin 


Also leaving this week for the | 


Stating | 
| that Miss Maxwell’s comments in| 
the Bra-| 
re-| 


: ©-| straight” even though her name is | 
ceive recommendations from their | 


in- 


conception of the | 


/rence Olivier’s production of ““Ham- | 


“mental | 


Labor-Industry Shakeup Forecast 
Following Strike at Denham Studio 





Argentine Radio Bivins’ | 
Buenos Aires, Nov. 1. 
The Argentine networke are 
, doing a considerable amount 
of juggling with their time- 
| sheets, trying to accommodate 
the large number of would-be 
spensors clamoring to buy 
space to advertise the wares 
for which they can no longer 
obtain newspaper space, due 
to cuts in paper imports and 
a government decree fixing the 
number of pages each sheet 
and magazine can print. 

With sponsors jostling one 
another on their doorstep, the 
webs have to contend with the 
government’s continuous requl- 
sitioning of time for official 
broadcasts, especially in view 
of elections for Congressional 
representatives, due to take 
place next March. The opposi- 
tion parties, naturally, have 
never yet succeeded in wrest- 
ing time from the government- 
dominated webs, but the Pero- 
nista party is already cam- 
paigning on the air for free, 
both in individual party “‘pur- 
chases” of time, and through 
the official speeches. 


H 











Talk French-Jap 


~ Filn-Prod. Deal 


Tokyo, Nov. 1. 

Deal between the French Dis- 
cina Co. and two Japanese studios 
for the production of French films 
in Nippon is under consideration 
here. 

Francois Chevalier, Tokyo repre- 
sentative of French Cinema Ex- 
porters Assn., returned to Japan 
this week from ‘a three-month so- 
journ in Paris, where he discussed 
‘the deal with Discina’s Andre 
| Paulve. He is now negotiating with 
the Toho and Shochiku studios 
here with a view toward establish- 


ing a Franco-Japanese studio to be | 
financed by the French association. | 


Chevalier also announced that 


come to Japan in December, along 
with an assortment of actors, ac- 
tresses, directors and cameramen, 
and would produce a film using his 
own script. 


BRITISH, FRENCH TO 
OPEN QUOTA TALKS 


London, Nov. 9. 

British industry is to open im- | 
mediate talks with the French gov- | 
ernment on the restrictions im- | 
‘posed on the distribution of British 
pix in France, which allow only 20 
to be shown in a year against the 
'121 allotted to the U. S. 

Following representations made 
by Harold Wilson, president of the 





Board of Trade, to the French gov- | 


ernment, three British producers, 
Air-Commodore F.M.F. West, Sir 
David Cunynghame and Major 
R. P. Baker, have been warned to 
hold themselves in readiness to go 
to Paris at a moment’s notice. 


GI Shows Keep Soldiers 


Entertained in Japan 


Tokyo, Nov. 1. 

Soldier shows in Japan are play- 
ing an increasing part in keeping 
army’s occupationaires entertained. 
With a staff of 33 professional ac- 
tresses, directors and technicians 
as the nucleus, the program relies 
heavily on local soldier talent to 
round out casts and keep stage 
shows playing throughout Japan 
wherever American troops are sta- 
tioned. 

Ten companies are in action 
most of the time. Shows produced 
since the program started early 
this year include “The Drunkard,” 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 





“Dear Ruth,’ “Three Men on a 
Horse,” “Out of the Frying Pan,” 
“The Warrior’s Husband” and 


“Claudia.” Currently on tour are 
“George Washington Slept Here,” 
“Petticoat Fever,” “Kiss and Tell’ 
and “The Warrior’s Husband.” 
Now in rehearsal are “Angel 
Street,” “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
“Over 21” and “Born Yesterday.” 


Jean Cocteau, French poet-novel- | 
ist-playwright-film director, would | 


London, Nov. 9. 
The British production drive to 
fill 45% of the domestic screen’s 
| playing time under the new quota 
| was seriously snagged by a “wild- 
| cat” labor walkout at the Denham 


| studio last week. Following set- 
tlement of the four-day strike 


which held up production on three 
| features and cost the Rank ag 
| ization upwards of $20,000 daily, 
complete shakeup of industry ater 
‘relations loomed as a preventive 
|measure against future unoffi- 
cial” stoppages. 

Immediate problem of the 
dustry is to resolve the Denham 
dispute, which has ended on the 
ibasis of official union talks with 
j}management. To ease the atmos- 
jphere, Rank has agreed, purely as 
la personal gesture, to extend the 
inotices to the 92 workers who were 
regarded as surplus. 
| Labor unrest has been a symptom 
lof the production side of the in- 
dustry during the past year, owing 
to the large number of studio 
workers who.have been unemployed 
over long periods, at a time when 
ithey feel that full employment 
should exist to meet the increasing 
iproduct demands of the Quota-Act. 
|Shutdown of studios and large- 
scale sackings, which have been 
going on since the crisis a year 
ago over the ad valorem duty, has 
led to a cynical attitude among all 
grades of workers, who now fear 
ithat unless they take the law into 
their own hands and take unofficial 
and unconstitutional action in de- 
fense of their own interests, the 
employment situation will become 
‘steadily worse and will ultimately 
‘effect wages and conditions of em- 
playment. 

Despite the unanimity among the 
Denham workers, their efforts to 
extend the stoppage to Pinewood 
proved unsuccessful, but as a ges- 
ture the employees there agreed 
to contribute a minimum of two 
hours pay to aid the strikers, after 
flatly turning down overtures to go 
out in sympathy. 


in- 





Test U.S. Pix in Uruguay 
Before Argentine Dates; 
Quota Nix Held Remote 


Montevideo, Nov. 1. 

Uruguayan audiences are getting 
releases of the latest Hollywood 
pix long before these will be seen 
by audiences in Argentina, just 
}across the River Plate, and distrib- 
'utors are thus able to test them out 
on South American audiences be- 
fore they come to trial before the 
‘more widely sophisticated Argen- 
‘tine patrons. 

Paramount, for instance, has al- 
‘ready released “So Evil My Love” 
‘in Montevideo, where it has been 
grossing big at the Ambassador. As 
things stand at present, it is doubt- 
iful whether Argentine fans will see 
this picture before 1949, and if the 
Argentine government does actu- 
ally establish film-import quotas, 
it may not be released before the 
middle of the year. 

The return from the U. S. of Am- 
bassador James Bruce, without any 
special financial deal being reached 
‘between the U. S. State Depart- 
ment and the Argentine govern- 
ment, has dashed any hopes distrib- 
‘utors may have entertained of 
‘warding off the film quota blow. 
The Argentine government has 
‘even cut down on private remit- 
tances abroad, so acute is the short- 
age of foreign exchange. All luxury 
and even essential imports are be- 
ing cut to the minimum—and there 
is no doubt that picture imports 
will have to take the rap with all 
the others. 


Mrs. Marchand’s UA Post 


Mrs.. Pia Marchand has been 
named managing’ director of 
United Artists’ interests in Swit- 
zerland. Former assistant to UA’s 
previous manager Paul Rappaport, 
she’s believed to be the only wom- 
an holding down such a responsible 
position for an American film com- 
pany abroad. Rappaport resigned 
from UA recently to head up David 
O. Selznick’s distrib outfit in Swit- 
zerland. 

Georges Neuffer, former UA 
salesman in that country, has been 
named general salesmanager. He 
and Mrs. Marchand will operate 
under the general supervision of 
Georges Rouvier, UA’s general 
manager in France. 
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Looks Like U, EL and Other US. Indies 


May Benefit Most in Rank’s Carcuits 





London, Nov. 9. + 


J. Arthur Rank’s continued re-| 
luctance to book all-American dov- | 
ble bills on his two major circuits | 
may have as its net result a boost- 
ing of Universal, Eagle Lion and a 
number of American indie pro- 
ducers to the top bracket when the 
first year’s $17,000,000 from the 
Anglo-American film pact is por- 
tioned out among Yank distribs. 
Filmites here also see the prob- 
ability that some of the big Amer- 
ican companies will find them- 
selves trailing U, EL and the 
others in their share of the coin 

Rank is still refusing to hook 
major product, except that of | 
and EL, on the Odeon and British- 
Gaumont circuits after the first of | 
the year. Situation is so acute that ! 
George Weltner, Paramount's for- 
eign chief, who is here on a per- 
sonal checkup of the tangle and 
other reps of American companies 
have been confabbing with Rank 
toppers before taking the final 
plunge by selling away from the 
Rank circuits. ' 

If Weltner and the others de- 
cide that no agreement can be 
reached with Rank, they will prob- 
ably give the greenlight to a long- 
term policy of selling indie houses 
However, all Yank filmites here 
agree that there is entirely too 
much product for the indies to ab- 
sorb completely. The recently 
sharpened competition for play- 
dates in these indie houses has al- 
ready driven down the rentals 
which can be extracted from them. 

$400,000 Take 


Aside from the question of rent- 
als, it’s generally agreed that the 
available houses free from the re-! 
gime of Rank or of the Associated 
British circuit are not enough to 
turn in big film revenues. Against 
that factor, it is pointed out that 
a film package booked on either of 
Rank’s circuits means a minimum 
revenue of $400,000 for the dualer. 

With eight pix booked before the 
year’s end, Eagle Lion now is in 
the most advantageous position of 


any American company on the 
Rank circuits. Universal which 
has a half-dozen bookings comes 


next with the remaining pix scat- 
tered among other distribs, mostly 
indies. Both U and EL are not 
bound by the ban against booking 
American and British films on the 
same bill which Eric Johnston, 
prexy of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, laid down during his 
recent stopover in England. 

EL and U expect increased re- 
turns in the British market while 
other companies are facing a de- 
cline. Since apportionment of the 
$17,000,000 is based on gross bill- 
ings, their share will be that much 
larger. 


IATSE’s Walsh 


Continued from page 7 Se—mem 
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“Let them leave us alone so that 
we can continue the good job we've 
done up to now.” “Everybody is 
trying to put a spoke in the 
wheels,” he said, rapping both pro- 
ducers and some labor unions who 
didn’t understand the industry's 
problems. . 

The IA topper’s sole objection 
to the non-Communist affidavit 
provision of the T-H law was that 
it is too narrow. “If they continue 
that clause,” he said, “it should be 
broadened to include every union 
member and every Congressman. 
I think that something should be 
done about Communism because 
its loyalty is to a foreign power.” 

Walsh, who was an administra- 

tive member of the Labor League 
for Political Education which 
played a prominent role in rolling 
up the Democratic vote, said he 
was “wholeheartedly” in favor of 
furthering labor’s participation in 
politics. The fate of the Labor 
League will be decided at the na- 
tional AFL convention at Cincin- 
nati next week. “If it’s continued.” 
Walsh said, ‘we'll do better next 
time in the job of supporting our 
friends and punishing our ene- 
mies.” 


’ 





U-I Keeps 15 Scribes Busy 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Writing mill at Universal-Inter- 
national has 15 scribes at work on 
13 stories indicating a burst cf pro- 
duction activity. 
New U-I production policy calls 
for at least three pictures before 
the cameras at all times. 


Bush New MPFE Prez 


New officers elected by the Mo- 
tion Picture Film Editors, Local 
771. N. Y., International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, at a 
membership meeing last week in- 
clude Jack Bush, president; Marc 
Asch, v.p.; Robert Dworsky, secre- 
tary; and John Oxton, treasurer. 

New members of the trustees are 


Leonard Hein, Fred Ahrens and 
Robert Klaeger. Charles Wolfe 
was named business rep. 





Walker Not Dittoing 
Mitchum; One Pic In 
Release, None Coming 


Robert Walker, actor who re- 
ceived widespread press coverage 
when arrested recently in Holly- 
wood on a drunk-and-disorderly 
charge, has only one picture cur- 
rently in release and no more 
coming up for the immediate pres- 
ent. Film is Universal’s “One 
Touch of Venus,” for which Walker 
was loaned out to U by Metro. 


Situation, consequently, is unlike 
that of Robert Mitchum, who had 
several pictures completed when 
he was arrested on a_ narcotics 
charge, prompting RKO to rush 
into release “Rachel and _ the 
Stranger” after preliminary tests 
proved most audiences were sym- 
pathetic to Mitchum’s plight. Re- 
action to Walker hasn't been re- 
corded one way or the other, ac- 
cording to execs of the Capitol the- 
atre, N. Y., where “Venus” opened 
two weeks ago. Film grossed only 
a moderate $50,000 during its 
initial stanza but that’s attributed 
to generally unfavorable press re- 
views, rather than to any anti- 
Walker feeling among the cus- 
tomers. 

Walker has been on leave from 
Metro for almost a year for rea- 
sons of illness, but remains under 
contract to that company. His last 
M-G release was “Song of Love,” 
which went out in the summer of 
1947. 











‘Hamlet’ B. 0. | 


Continued from page 3 jae 











with American revenues of British 
films in addition to $17,000,000 
which the Yanks can draw annually 
from Britain. 

It is now believed that the pessi- 
mistiec $1,000,000 figure set as the 
extent by which Yank distribs could 
benefit from British revenues in 
the U. S. for the first year is too 
Jow. Most of the credit for the re- 


' vision is given to “Hamlet,” which 


has been doing sensationally at the 
U. S. houses where it is now play- 
ing. 

As result of the film’s strong re- 
turns, Universal, co-distributor 
with Eagle Lion of Rank product 


here, is experiencing a sharp up-| 


turn in its weekly rentals from 
British pix. Figure which had been 
down to a low of $20,000 weekly 
has already climbed to the $50,000 
marker although the pic has been 
booked so far in few situations. 
With a speedup of bookings 
planned for the next two months, 
U's weekly returns on Anglo pix 
are expected to climb to a new 
high. 

U's take is almost all gravy be- 
cause “Hamlet” is being roadshown 
at distrib rental which averages 
70°¢. Moreover, ad expenses have 
not proven prohibitive since U, 
undertaking 70% of the ad nut 
against the exhib’s 30%, has not 
found it necessary to splash large 
ads in newspapers. 

Promising outlook for “The Red 
Shoes,” being roadshow by EL. also 
sweetens the outlook of heightened 
revenues. Film has been given a 
solid sendoff by critics and is doing 
well in the several situations 
where it has opened. 


Rank has a number of big pic- 
tures which will hit the American 
market within the next 12 months. 
Included are ‘Christopher Colum- 
bus,” Fredric March starrer, and 
“Scott of the Antarctic,” film desig- 
nated for the British “Command 


_Perfermance.” 


Short Into 100 Houses 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Fox-West Coast's second venture 
into exhibition of commercially 


sponsored films will be “Biggest 
10-minute Cinecolor short. 


Inch,” 
on the Texas-California natural gas 
pipeline which opens Thursday (11) 
in outlying theatres, and comes 
into firstruns around Thanksgiving. 
Circuit’s usual rates of $10 per 
thousand admissions will be paid 
by the Southern California Gas Co. 
which is sponsoring. Will be 
screened-in approximately 100 the- 
atres in area served by company. 
Fifteen prints being used. 

Several months back, F-WC and 
the parent chain, National The- 
atres, screened Liggett & Myers’ 
‘Tobacco Land” in 4509 houses to 
approximately 2,500,000 people. 
Only one written protest was re- 
\ceived and the ciggie firm reported 
sales up 

“Inch,” blown up to 35m from a 
16m 25-minute subject, was then 
processed in Cinecolor. It doesn’t 


attempt sell gas appliances or com- | 


pany, and doesn’t even mention the 
firm. Produced by Juan Hutchin- 
son and Perry King, of Polaris Pic- 
tures, it tells of the building of a 
$83,000,000 project to assure ample 
gas supply to this area. 


Ask Govt. to Take 
Idle Brit. Studio 


London, Nov. 9. 


Direct approach is to be made to 
the Government within the next 
few days to take over all idle studio 
space, following the announcement 
from Warner Bros. that it is closing 
its Teddington outfit, which had 
been dark since July. 

Unions’ 
Wilson, Board of Trade prexy, was 
made when the original closure an- 





nouncement was made in the sum- | 


mer, and was followed by the cre- 
ation of the Film Finance Corp. As 
the FFC has not been able to act 
quickly enough to save the studios 
going out of business, Wilson will 
face renewed labor and _ parlia- 
mentary pressure for a complete 
takeover of the Teddington stages, 
and to make them available at 
economic rents. 

Advocacy of such a policy has 
already been made by some union 


interests in the evidence given to. 


| the Government probe on studios, 
which is to be published within a 
month as a parliamentary White 
Paper. 

Growing difficulties of British 
production, at a time when the 
greatest scope is needed to provide 
the product to satisfy the quota, is 
leading to a tighter government 
grip on affairs, and although the 
industry is still a long way from 
any threats of nationalization, the 
tendency to greater Whitehall dom- 
ination and control is becoming a 
disturbing factor. 

Although the Teddington closure 
is precipitating the demand for 
more government intervention. 
Warners has made continuous ef- 
forts to keep the studios open; but 
“we cannot afford any longer to 
stand the cost of upkeep.” 

When the Teddington plant was 
reopened at the start of the year, 
WB faced allegations that Ameri- 
can companies were dominating 
studio space in Britain, and conse- 
quently answered those charges by 
turning the stages over to indies. 
, “Now,” says Arthur S. Abeles, Jr., 
WB managing director for Great 
Britain. ‘“‘we have been answered 


in turn by the failure of independ- | 


ents to hire the space.” 

Since January only two pix have 
been lensed at Teddington, and 
since July, when the first batch of 
sackings took place, there has been 
no filming at ail. 











British Loans 
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a vears program of 18 features 


and is repayable over a period of | 


several vears at 4% interest. Ex- 
clusive’s loan carries a 414% inter- 
est rate. 

The advances are made: by the 
FFC to distributors rather than di- 
rectly to producers as the distrib 
is required to guarantee them. He 
is also required to insure proper 
distribution of the films and other- 
wise act completely as the midttle- 

‘man between the government and 
, the producer. 


-WC Books 2d Comm’! 


first request to Harold | 


Ne Reom at the ee 
dirt, until they are saved when 
the landlady is killed in a drunken 
fury. 

Relieved only by glim Ses of 
Cockney wit, which woul n't ap- 
peal outside this island, it’s in the 
main a grim piece of entertain- 
ment. and sordid to a degree. 
Freda Jackson repeats her original 
stage success, her performance as 
the brutal landlady being a fine 
characterization. Ann Stephens, 
as the kid going wrong, and Joan 
Dowling, Robin Netscher, Betty 
Blackler and Jill Gibbs, as the un- 
happy boarders, excel. Hermione 
Baddeley turns in a fine study in 
a small incidental role and Joy 
Shelton makes the village schoo!- 
teacher a convincing character. 

Myro. 


Seorned Flesh 
(Statua Vivente) 
(ITALIAN) 


Foreign Screen release of Kino Film 
dcillo Sterbini) production. Stars Laura 
Solari, Foseo Giachetti; features Camillo 
Pilotto, Lauro Gazzolo, Dhia_ Christiani, 
Guido Celano, Olga Solbelli, Checco Ros- 
sone. Directed by Camillo Mastrocinque. 
Story by Giorgio Pastina; camera, Aldo 
Tonti: music, Alessandro Cicognini; Eng- 
lish tithes. Rosemarie loppolo, Max De 
Alban; editor, James B. Cahoon. Pre- 
viewed in N. Y. Nov, 3, “48. Running 
time, 105 MINS. 





(In Italian; English Titles) 
Obvious but interesting yarn 
about a wolfish sailor and a simple 
factory maid has several things to 
recommend it. Although film’s ap- 
peal is limited largely to Italian- 
speaking trade, it will do okay in 
art houses catering to that trade. 
Drawbacks to more general in- 
trest are a somewhat hackneyed 
story, its slow pace, some blurred 
or dark camera work and careless 
subtitling. Dialog is obviously 
loosely translated and doesn’t do 
ithe script justice. 
Yarn has a sailor (Fosco Gia- 
| chetti) on the prowl, trying vainly to 
pick up a shy maid ‘Laura Solari), 
falling honestly in love with her 


cated after they 
She’s killed in an aecident on their 


Film Reviews 
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and finding his affection recipro- | 
formally meet. | 





emphasized currently by the battle 

‘in Israel. All-around excellence of 
the cast, sto and direction, 
though, makes the picture able to 
stand on its own merits. 


Screenplay, penned by Israel 
Becker and Karl Georg Kulb from 
an original by Becker, pulls no 
punches in getting across its point. 
Some of the concentration camp 
scenes are especially grim. Story 
has Becker, as the son, separated 
by the Nazis from his mother and 
father. He joins a Polish partisan 
troop, while the father is killed 
by the Germans as “unfit” and the 
mother is shifted from one labor 
camp to another. With the war 
over, the mother and son, after 
criss-crossing Europe in a search 
for each other, are finally reunited 
—but they still have no home. In- 
terspersed with the main plot is a 
postwar romance between the son 
and a displaced German gir’. 

Becker does an admirable job in 
his dual capacity as writer-actor. 
Although far in appearance from 
the accepted Hollywood juve type,- 
his fine thesping job will grow on 
the audience as the picture pro- 
gresses. Equally standout is Berta 
Litwina as the mother. A Polish 
star before the war, Miss Litwina 
gives a finely-shaded character- 
ization to the tragic role. Bettina 
Moissi, daughter of the former 
Max Reinhardt actor, Alexander 
Moissi, is appealing as the Ger- 
man girl. Jakob Fischer is fine as 
the father, and the rest of the cast, 
down to the smallest bit part, turn 
in good performances under the 
knowing direction of Herbert B. 
Fredersdorf and Marek Goldstein. 

Dialog is mostly in Yiddish, but 
there’s also considerable Polish, 
German and some English. English 
titles are adequate to follow the 
story. Production mountings are in 
keeping with the grim mood of the 
picture, which is also aided by the 
low key lighting and Lothar 
Bruhne’s score, which includes 
several w.k. Yiddish folk tunes. 
Franz Koch’s camera work, for the 
most part, is good. Stal. 


8 MAJORS NAMED IN 





wedding day, and the sailor takes | 


to drink. Friends drag him off to} 
a dame | 
‘also played by Miss Solari), who} 


a dive where he meets 
startles him by her striking facial 
similarity te his dead love. 
though he sets up 
with her, he broods over his old 
love, and when taunted by the 
other, kills her. 

Story isn’t morbid, although the 
way it telegraphs its situations is 
a little trite. Picture has authentic 
mood and atmosphere for a good 
deal of appeal. Wharf and seacoast 
‘shots, and bistro interiors, 


cast are good. Miss Solari, doubling 
as the two lead femmes, is very at- 
tractive and strikingly contrasted 
in two dissimilar roles, handling 
both with skill. Giachetti’s per- 
fermance opposite is also superior. 
Camera catches some neat shots, 
but lighting is occasionally dull. 

Bron. 


re 
Long Is the Road 
(GERMAN) 


| Lopert (Astoria) Films release of Inter- 
national Film Organization (Abraham 
Weinstein) production. Stars Israel 
Becker, Bettina Moissi, Berta 
features Jakob Fischer. Directed by Her- 
| bert B. Fredersdorf, 
Sereenplay, Karl Georg Kulb and Israel 
Becker, based on original story by Becker: 
camera, Franz Koch: music, 
Bruhne. Previewed N. Y, Nov. 8, 48. Run- 
ning time, 75 MINS, 

eee 


Dora Berkowitz............ Bettina Moissi 


"See Berta Litwina 
C._. 2. RRS Jakob Fischer 
Senter. Decter............. Otto Wernicke | 
2. eae ....Paul Dahlke 
Farmer. ............... Alexander Bardini 
Mr. Liebermann............. David Hart 
ae ne Mischa Nathan 
IS Coe dad wie bck od ek H. WL. Fischer 





(In Yiddish. German. Polish, Eng- 
lish; English Titles) 

First picture to be lensed in the 
American Occupation Zone of Ger- 
many, “Long Is the Road” is an 
honest and poignant story of the 
displaced persons in Europe look- 


ing for a homeland. Cast, though | 
are. 


actors, 


mostly ere 
1 DP.s themselves and 


nearly a 


much of the story is said to be. 
woven out of their own experi- | 


ences. Film is a sure bet for the 
art house circuit, for which it's 
grooved in this country. 

_ Original story centers around a 
single Jewish family from Warsaw. 
its uprooting by the war and sub- 
sequent determination to find a 
new place to live. Number of 
newsreel clips bridging the early 
sequences gives the picture a docu- 
mentary form which sharply points 
up the theme. As such. the film 
represents honest propaganda for 
the European Jews’ desire for a 
j}homeland in Palestine—which | is 


Al- | 
housekeeping , 


lend | 
much reality, and performances of | 


Litwina; | 


Marek Goldstein. | 
Lothar | 


Israel Becker | 


4506 ST. L00 SUIT 


St. Louis, Nov. 9. 

| The Frisina Amus. Co., its sub- 
sidiary, the Frisina-Mexico The- 
atres Co., and eight distributors 


last week were named defendants 
in a $450,000 anti-trust suit filed 
in the local U. 8. district court by 
Louis M. Sosna, Moberly, Mo., for- 
,/mer owner of the Sosna, Mexico, 


Mo., which he sold to the Frisina ~ 


Amus. Co. in January, 1944. 


The petition alleges that in 1940, 
in response to demands of mer- 
chants and civie biggies in Mexico, 
Sosna mulled a plan to open a the- 
atre in that town which then had 
two theatres, one of which had 
been closed for 15 years. When 
the rumors of a new theatre open- 
ing became known, the petition 
States, the closed house was re- 
opened for two days a week. Sosna, 
in his petition, charges that he was 
promised by representatives of the 
distribs that he would receive 
first-run film in sufficient quanti- 
ties to operate the house he sub- 
sequently opened. Later, the two 
other houses were sold to the 
Frisina interests and then his 
troubles with the distribs began. 


In January, 1944, Sosna said he 
was forced to sell the Sosna to the 
Frisina-Mexico Theatres Co., and 
compelled to abstain from com- 
peting with them in Mexico for 10 
years. Because of this Sosna’s peti- 
tion charges that he lost $150,000, 
‘He is seeking treble damages. 

Besides the Frisina organization, 
the other defendants are Loew’s, 
Warner Bros. Pictures Distributing 
Corp., RKO Radio Pictures, 20th- 
Fox, Paramount Film Distributing 
Corp.. Columbia Pictures, Uni- 


versal Film Exchanges and United 
Artists. 





Majors Settle With Nick George 
Detroit, Nov. 9. 

Another anti-trust suit bit the 
dust this week when Nicholas 
George, local exhib suing the eight 
majors for an injunction and un- 
Stated damages, settled his action. 
George received a small cash sum 
and an agreement that his Allen 
Park theatre will be given a better 
run. 
_ George had filed action in 1945 
in Michigan federal district court. 
He had charged that the Mel (Par- 
amount) was being favored over 


~ theatre in violation of antitrust 
aws. 
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‘Song’ Sweet $14,000 In 
Seattle; ‘Sam’ Fine 136, 
‘Julia’ Terrif 116, 2d 


Seattle, Nov. 9. 

Fleet week and football crowds 
are boosting biz here this week. 
“Song Is Born” looks sock at the 
Liberty. ‘Good Sam” at Paramount 
and “Race Street” at Coliseum 
also shape fine. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Blue Meuse ‘H-E) ‘800; 50-84)— 
“Apartment Peggy” (20th) and 
“Big Punch” WB) ‘4th wk). Nice 
$3,000 in 6 days. Last week, okay 
$3,700. 

Celiseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Race Street” (RKO) and “Olympic 
Games” ‘EL). Good $9,500 in 8 
days. Last week. “Return of Wild- 
fire” (SG) and “Jungle Goddess” 
(SG). slow $4,800 im 6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) ‘2,200; 50-84) 
—“Julia Misbehaves” ‘(M-G) and 


“Secret Land” ‘(M-G) (‘2d wk). 
Great $11,000 after sock $14,000 
opener. Holds again. 

Liberty (Ind) (1.650; 50-84)— 


“Song Is Born” (RKO) and “Leath- 
er Gloves” (Col). Big campaign 
helping to land smash $14,000. Last 
week, “Night Has 1,000 Eyes 
(Par) (2d wk), slow $3,300 in 4 days. 

Music Box (‘H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
“Touch of Venus” ‘(U) and “Sword 
of Avenger” (EL) (3d wk). Excel- 
lent $4,000. Last week, $4,200. 

Musie Hall ‘H-E) (2.200; 50-84)— 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) and 
“Mickey” ‘EL). Very dim $4,500. 
Last week, “Peabody and Mermaid” 
(U) and “Mrs. Crane” (EL), slow 
$5,300. 

eum (‘H-E) (2.600: 50-84)— 
“Belinda” (WB) and “I Surrender” 
(Col). (2d wk). Still big at $10,500 
or near. Last week, $12,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) ‘1,350; 50-84) 
—‘Blandings House” (RKO) and 
“Luck of Irish’ (20th) (2d run). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, “Out of 
Storm” (Rep) plus Mills Bros., 
others. on stage, fat $13,200 at 40c 
scale. 

Paramount (HE) (3.039; 50-84)— 
“Good Sam” ‘RKO? and “Arizona 
Ranger” (RKO). Fine $13,000 or 
over. Last week. “Southern Yan- 
kee” ‘(M-G) and “Hunted” (Mono) 
(2d wk), okay $7,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—‘‘Easter Parade” (M-G) and “Em- 
braceable You” (WB) (2d _ runs). 
Good $4.500. Last week, “Guys 
Texas” (WB) and “Foreign Affair” 
(Par) (2d runs), nice $4,100. 


‘Belinda’ Boffo $16,000, 





Port.; ‘Julia’ Big 1156 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 9. 

“Johnny Belinda,’ “Rope” and 
“Julia Misbehaves” are getting the 
real coin at boxoffiee currently. 
“Larceny” isn’t doing anything in 
the wav of biz. “Good Sam” and 
“Apartment for Peggy” are still 
tops among holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘Rope” (WB) and “Embraceable 
You” ‘WB). Sock $13,000. Last 
week, ‘“Paradine Case” (SRO) and 
“Daredevils of Clouds” (Rep) (10 
davs), $10,700. 

Mayfair ‘Parker) (1.500; 50-85)— 
“Larceny” (U) and ‘Blondies’ Re- 
ward” ‘Col). Thin $3.000. 


and ‘Flight Lieutenant” (Col) ‘re- 
issues) (4 days), fine $4.000. 

Music Box ‘H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Apartment For Peggy” (20th) and 
“Escape” (20th) (2d wk) (m.o.). Fine 
$2.500. Last week, sock $4,400. 

Oriental ‘H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Johnny Belinda’ (WB) and ‘Be- 
hind Locked Doors” (EL), day-date 
with Paramount. Sock $6,000 or 
mear. Last week. ‘Good Sam” 
(RKO) and “Shed No Tears” (EL) 
(6 days), wow $5.900. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) and “Shed No 
Tears” ‘EL) (2d wk). Exeellent 
$5,700 in 5 days. Last week, also 
Oriental, sock $106.400. 

Paramount ‘H-E) (3.400: 50-85)— 
“Joounny Belinda” (WB) and “Be- 
hind Locked Doors” ‘EL), also 
Oriental. Big $10,000. Last week. 
“Rose Washington Square” (20th) 
and “Siave Ship” (20th) (reissues). 
good $6,700. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1.200: 50-85)— 
“Slave Ship” (20th) and “Rose of 
Washington Square” ‘20th? ‘re- 
issues) (m.o.). Fair $1.500 or less in 

6 days. Last week. ‘Walk Crooked 


Mile” (Col) and “Gay Intruders”, 
(20th) (m.o.), okay $1,600 in 6 days. | 
(Parker) (895; | 


United Artists 
§0-85)—“‘Julia Misbehaves” (M-G). 
Terrifie $11,500. Last week, “Saxon 
Charm” (U), fair $4,700. 


} 


Last | 
week, “Doctor Takes Wife” ‘Col) | 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 11) 


\ (2d wk), and “Triple Threat” ‘Col), 


$8,500. . 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 35-74)— 
“Rope” (WB) and “Big Punch” 
(WB), day-date with Esquire, Web- 
ber. Big $18,000 or close. Last week. 
“Time of Life” (UA) and “Thunder- 
hoof” ‘Cob, $16,000. 

Esquire ‘Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Rope” (WB) and “Big Punch” 
WB). day-date with Denver, Web- 
ber. Nice $3.500. Last week, ‘““Time 
of Life” (UA) and “Thunderhoof” 
(Cob, poor $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) and “Prai- 
rie” (SG). Good $13,000. Last 
week, “Pirates” (M-G) and “Secret 
Land” ‘M-G), fair $15,500. 

Parameunt (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Cry of City” (20th) and “Dog 
Rusty” (Col). Thin $8,000. Last 
week, “Northwest Stampede” ‘EL) 
and “Spiritualist” (EL), $3,000. 

Rialte (Pox) (878; 35-74)—“‘Hairy 
Ape” (FC) and “Wolf Man” ‘FC) 
freissues). Dim $2,500. Last week. 


“Apartment Peggy” (20th) and 
“Michael O'Halloran” (Mono) ‘m. 
o.), $3,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 


“Rope” (WB) and “Big Punch” 
(WB), also Denver, Esquire. iiiin 
$2,000. Last week, “Northwest Pas- 
sage” (EL) and “Spiritualist” (EL), 
about same. 


‘BODYGD’ 356, CLEVE. 
Cleveland. Nov. 9. 

There’s a slew of husky hold- 
overs which came through the elec- 
tion slump better than expected 
this week. “Hamlet” at Ohio and 
“Johnny Belinda” at Hipp are the 
punchiest, with latter chalking up 
a solid second week. Palace's 
“Bodyguard,” augmented by Hor- 
ace Heidt’s New Stars on Parade 
stage unit, will pace the city with 
smash session. 

Estimates’ for This Weck 

Allen (RKO) (3.000; 55-70) — 
“Song Is Born’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
Holding nicely at fine $14,000 fol- 
lowing very smart $17,500 getaway. 

Esquire (Community) (800; 55- 
70)—"Girl From Manhattan” (UA). 
Taking a slugging at $3.200. Last 
week, “Moonrise” (Rep), new thea- 
tre’s first bill. $2.600 

Lower Mall ‘Community) (570: 
55-70)—"*Damned” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Down to $2,800 following fine $4.,- 
000 last folio. 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1,200; 90-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). Striding 
along rapidly with $17,000 on heels 
ot great $19,000 for first roadshow 
week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 65-90)— 
“Bodyguard” (RKO) plus Horace 
Heidt’s New Stars on Parade unit 
onstage. Great $35,000. Last 
week, “Station West” (RKO) (2d 
wk). mild $14,000. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3.450; 55-70) — 
“Red River’ (UA) (2d wk). Still 
robust at $17,000 after initial 
week's fast $23.000. 

Stillman’s (Loew's) (2.700: 55- 
70i\—“‘Sealed Verdict” (Par). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Southern 
Yankee” (M-G) same. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (2d wk). 
Still hotsy at $22,000 after smash 
$28,000 opener. 


PITTSBURGH 


‘Continued from page 12) 








wk). Staying only 5 days with> 


“Road House” (20th) opening to- 
morrow ‘Wed.), okay $7,000. Last 
week, was sock $14,000. 

Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 44-76) 
—‘‘Red River’ (UA) (2d wk). Big 
$15,000 on top of sizzling $22,000 
last week. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 90c-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U). Got away slowly 
but rave reviews are helping it. 
Close to $9.000, considerably under 
capacity but impressive. Advance 
sale just fair. Last week, “South- 
ern Yankee” (M-G? and ‘Secret 
Land” ‘(M-G) ‘m.o.) only about 
$2.000 in 6 days. 

Senater (Harris) (1.750: 44-76)— 
“Wolf Man” (U) and “Hairy Ape” 
(U) (reissues). Former oldie got 
some extra space because Lon 
Chaney, Jr., was here at same time 
on stage in “Born Yesterday.” May 
have helped some, oke $3,500. 
Last week, “Walk Crooked Mile” 
(Col) (m.o.), $3,006. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 44-76)— 
“Station West” ‘RKO. Brisk $14- 
000 or above that. Last week, 
“Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (‘Par’), very 
dim $10,000. 

Warner ‘WB) 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Amazing $9,000 for fourth 


‘week downtown after $10,000 last 


‘week. 


PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 12) 
Sock $6,500. Last week. ‘Sorry, 
Wrong Number” ‘Par’, $4,000. 


a 


Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 


Still holding near initial pace at 
$20.000. Last week, sock $22,500. 

Pix (Cummins) (500: 50-94)—“No 
Creater Sin” (Indie) and “Children 
on Trial” (Indie) (34 wk). Solid 
$7,000. Last ewcek, $8,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Southern Yankee” ‘M-G) ‘2d wk). 
Down to $16,500. Last week, mod- 
est $21,000. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Angels With Dirty Faces” (WB) 
and “Drive By Night” ‘WB) (reis- 
sues). Smash $12,500. Last week, 
“Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) (2d 
wk), $9,800. 


Grid Game Tilts Mpls.: 
Yankee’ Great $14,000, 
‘Song’ Sockeroo $17,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 
Weekend business was bolstered 





“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (5th wk). 


again here by influx of football | 


crowds attending Minnesota-Pur- 
due game which set a new attend- 
ance record of 66,593. Principally 
benefitting were such major new- 
comers as “Apartment for Peggy,” 
“Southern Yankee.” “Song is Born” 
and “Coroner Creek.” “Song” 
shapes as standout of week. Cold 
weather is a stimulus to biz still 
is not big. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Tatlock’s Millions” (Par) (m.o.). 
Well-liked picture soaring to very 
nice $7,500. Last week, “Peabody 
and Mermaid” ‘U?} $4,300. 

Gepher (Par) (1,000; 40-50) — 
“Thunderhoof’ ‘Col} and “Triple 
Threat” (Col). House has practie- 
ally adopted dual policy. Light 
$3.000. Last week, “Secret Land” 
(M-G) and ‘“‘Return Wildfire” (S-G), 


, $2,500. 


Lyrie ‘Par) ‘1,000; 50-70)—‘“‘Time 
of Life’ (UA) ‘m.o.). Moderate 
$5.000. Last week, “Blood and 


Sand” (20th) and “Wake Up 
Screaming” (20th) (reissues), okay 
$6.000. 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70) — 
“Bloed@d and Sand” (20th) and 
“Wake Up Screaming” (20th) ‘re- 
issues) (m.o.). Good $2,000. Last 
week. “Deep Waters” (20th) (2d 
wk), $1,500. 

Radie City (Par) (4.400: 50-70)— 
“Apartment ‘Tor Peggy” (20th). 
Much praise fer this and looks big 
$17.000 or near. Last week, ‘‘Tat- 
lock’s Millions” (Par), $15,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 50- 
70)—*Song Is Born” (RKO). Danny 
Kaye’s popularity holding this one 
up. Comment divided but likely 


will hit socko $17,000, up to par | 


for Kaye film takings. Last week, 
“Walk Crooked Mile” (Col), $11,- 
500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Coroner Creek” (Col). Trim $9-, 


000. Last week, “Rope” (WB) (2d 
wk), fine $8,200. , 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
“Southern Yankee” (M-G). Arlene 
Dahl, localite' who plays feminine 
Jead, made p.a. opening day. Skel- 
ton picture should hit great $14.- 
000. Last week, “Time of Life” 
(UA), $9,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000: 44-60) — 
“Date With Judy’ (M-G). 


Okay | 


$4,000. Last week, “Twe Guys | 


. Texas” (WB), $3,500. 





Cold Warms Omaha Biz; 
, hd b J 
‘Peggy’ 126, ‘Station’ 86 
Omaha, Nov. 9. 

Wintry blasts and cold rains is 
pushing the boxoffice take upward 
nicely this week. “Apartment for 
Peggy” at Paramount will rell up 
a big session and “Northwest 
Stampede” at Orpheum is healthy. 
The Brandeis with ‘Station West” 
shapes nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—“Apartment for Peggy” (20th). 
Big $12,000. Last week, ‘Southern 
Yankee” (M-G), $11,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000: 16- 
65)—"Northwest Stumpede” (EL) 
and “Shed No Tears” (EL). Healthy 
$11.000. Last week. “Dream Girl’ 
‘Par) and “Gallant Legion” (Rep), 
$10.800. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500: 16-65)— 
“Station West” (RKO) and “I Sur- 
render Dear” (Col). Nice $8,000. 
Last week, ~“‘Repe” (WB) and 
“Gentleman Nowhere” (Col), big 
_ $39.800. 
| Omaha ‘Tristates) (2,100: 16-65) 
—“Saxon Charm” (U) and “Let’s 
Live Again” (20th), Only fair 
$9.000. Last week. ‘Man-Eater 
Kumaon” ‘U) good $9.500. 


| State (Goldberg) (865: 16-65)— 
(2.000; 44-76)— | “San Francisco” (M-G) and “Night 


at Opera” ‘(M-G) ‘reissues). Looks 
smash $5,500. Last week, “Luxury 
Liner” (M-G) and “Secret Land” 
(M-G), $6,500. 






Selznick-UA 


Centinued from page 7 = 


That’s reaching houses far down 
the line, which it isn't profitable 
for the limited SRO staff; with 


only an occasional single picture | 


to peddle, to contact. Neil Agnew, 
until recently SRO prexy, at- 
tempted the experiment of reach- 
ing these houses by mail, but it 
proved only minorly successful. 
As a result, if UA enters into the 
deal. it will not only handle the 
post-key sales of future Selznick 
product, but will attempt to pick 
up the umsold accounts of the 
regular run of “Duel in the Sun” 
and of “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House,” “The Paradine 
Case” and the reissue of “Inter- 
mezzo.” The only film coming up 
is “Portrait of Jennie,” which DOS 
promises for Christmas release. 
UA Can Stand It 


The deal with UA is seen as 
mutually advantageous. Company 
has a full sales staff on the road 
with its own product and the ad- 
dition of the Selznick films would 
be no burden, particularly inas- 
much as UA is light on releases. 
It is understood that the deal calls 
for UA to get a percentage of the 
entire income of each new film. 
This, along. with the return for 
physical distribution, would help 


earry UA's nut of almost $100,000 | 


a week. 

At the same time, the deal would 
permit Selznick to further trim his 
staff. thus redueing the $25,000 
weekly overhead under which he 


is currently staggering with an in-| 


sufficient amount of product in re- 
lease to keep his men profitable 
engaged. Selznick is considerably 
on the hook with SRO, inasmuch 
as the deelining boxoffice since he 
established the distribution or- 
ganization 2%» vears ago has large- 
ly changed the basis to which it 
was geared. DOS anticipated that 
the staff would handle up to five 
or more pictures a year—an idea 
that hasn't materialized. 

It is believed that Selznick’s for- 
eign staff will continue to handle 
his product abroad, but may get 
assists from UA in certain terri- 
tories, if the deal is consummated. 

Should UA handle Selznick dis- 
tribution, it would mark his return 
to the company in which he was 
until a few years ago a partner and 
producer. 














British Ban 
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nate from small minds. for a man’s 
political beliefs should have no 
bearing upon his films. 

Hecht drew the wrath of the 


British exhibitors’ organization be- | 


cause of a statement he allegedly 
made which commended terrorism 
in Palestine as well as the assas- 
Sination of United Nations’ medi- 
ator, Count Folke Bernadotte. He 
also has been active with the 
Irgun’s aetivities in the U. S. 





ACT Feels Ditto 
London, Nov. 9. 
Assn. of Cine-Technicians has re- 
fused to join in a resolution made 
by the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. which demands a boycott on 


films written by Ben Hecht. The | 


ACT contends that the personal 


views of writers, however obnox-| 


ious they may be regarded, should 
not interfere with the normal ex- 
hibition and distribution of purely 
fictional pictures. 


| 20th Exploring 


Henderson, general counsel Otto 
Koegel and NT veepee Dan Micha- 
love, who headquarters in New 
York. 

Twentieth homeoffice spokesmen 
emphasized that no definite plans 
for divorcement have yet been 
made and that the entire situation 
is still up in the air. Decision on 
whether the company will offer a 
plan for divestiture to the Govern- 
ment, however, is expected to be 
made at the confabs. 

Former Secretary of State James 
F. Byrnes. meanwhile, is reported 
readying for 20th a specific pitch 
to the Dept. of Justice for some 
form of divorcement. Despite re- 
opening of the majors’ anti-trust 
trial in N. Y. Monday, there is 
nothing to prevent any of the de- 
fendant companies from negotiat- 
ing a private side deal, even while 
the case is being heard by the trial 














, court. 





‘Pic Industry Coin 
Key to Continuance 
Of Freedom Train 


Washington, Nov. 9. 

Freedom Train, largely backed 
and supported by the motion pic- 
ture industry, may get another 
year’s lease on life. Big problem is 
one of financing and whether the 
picture industry is willing to con- 
tinue carrying a share of the nut 
for the additional period. 

Freedom Train was due to wind 
up Sept. 20, but has received an 
extension until mid-January. Now 
there is a plan under consideration 
to continue it for a year afier that. 
Instead of rolling it into a/! kinds 
of towns for short visiis, the 
scheme envisions long stays at key 
centers with excursions from sur- 
rounding points to visit the train. 

Matter is expected to be de- 
cided early in January at a meet- 
ing of the officers of the Heritage 
Foundation, the group supporting 
Freedom Train. Another possibil- 
ity is that Congress may take the 
train over from the Foundation 
and operate it. Heritage Founda- 
tion is understood to have spent 
upwards of $1,000,000 converting 
the train to its present use as a 
burgiarproof, fireproof museum on 
wheels. Running costs include the 
railroad crew, publicity staff, 
guards, ete. 





‘WILCOX STILL PLUGS 
ANGLO-US. CAST IDEA 


There should be a unification of 
the British and American film in- 
dustries, independent  produeccr 
Herbert Wilcox declared upon ar- 
riving in New York from England 
Saturday (6) on the Queen Eliza- 
beth. Such a step, he feels, can't 
hurt either side. To clarify the 
advantages of closer cooperation 
he cited his own reciprocal pro- 
duction plan which he had in mind 
as early as 1939. That arrange- 
ment called for top British stars to 
make films in America and vice 
versa. 

Wilcox referred to his “Nurse 
Edith Cavell” and the musical 
“Irene,” both of which he produced 
and directed for RKO release in 
1939 and 1940 respectively. as 


samples of his proposed Anglo- 
American film-making project. 


Those pix starred his wife, Ann 
Neagle, with an American cast. 
War temporarily — shelved his 
scheme but he now expects to work 
out a joint production pact on his 
current visit. Walter Wanger has 
been mentioned as in on a possible 
deal but the producer declined to 
confirm the report. 

Main purpose of Wilcox’s one- 
week junket is to negotiate a dis- 
tribution agreement with an Amer- 
ican company for three of his Im- 
perado pictures, including the lat- 
est Anna Neagle-Michael Wilding 
starrer, “Elizabeth of Ladymead.” 
Others are “Courtneys of Curzon 
Street” and “Spring in Park Lane.” 

Accompanying Wilcox is his wife. 
Also arriving with the couple was 
Sir Arthur Jarratt, managing direc- 
tor of British Lion, which releases 
the producer’s films in Britain. 


Yank Cast Clippers To 
Paris on ‘Condon’ Prod. 


Cast and execs of “Miss Con- 
don,” to be filmed in Paris this 
winter, planed out of New York 
Saturday (6) for France. They in- 
cluded Montgomery Clift, whe is 
tentatively set to star; Betsy Blair, 
femme lead (she was accompanied 
by her husband, Gene Kelly): 
Michel Bernheim, director: Ruth 
Roberts, dialog director, and Peter 
Cusick, head of Cusick Interna- 
tional Films, which will produce 
the pic in association with Com- 
pagnie Continentale Cinematique, 
French outfit. 

“Miss Condon” is an adaptation 
from last year’s novel of the same 
name by Aline Bernstein, Cusick’s 
mother-in-law. Vladimir Pozner is 
now in Paris working on the seript. 
Film is to be made mostly on leca- 
tion, with the French company 
matching the equivalent in francs 
of each dollar expended by Cusick 
International in providing cast and 
— personnel. No release is set 
yet. 

Accompanying the group toe 
Paris was Cusick’s attorney, Wil- 
liam Roach, of O’Brien, Driseoll, 
Raftery & Lawler. Roach will also 
Visit Rome to consult with Robert 
Goelet, Jr., David Pelham and John 
‘Shepridge, clients of the law firm, 
bw are producing “Rapture” in 
j stary. 
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fin ‘Polls’ Furnish New Script 


For Comics; Pix, Press Caught Too 


It’s “Black Tuesday” for the po-' 
litical pundits, prognosticators and 
pelisters but it’s a gift to gagsters. 
Gallup, Roper and Crossley will 
spawn more yocks than anything 
since the discovery of President 
Truman's piano or the giveaway 
shows. 

Gallup, Crossley and Roper now 


admit that something went hay- 
wire with their figures although 
the latter waited almost as long 
as Gov. Dewey before conceding 


on the ABC network. It was 4 a.m. 
on Wednesday morning when Elmo 
Roper capitulated and then it was 
an unconditional surrender. “I was 
s0 wrong” was the refrain of his 
column in the N. Y. Herald Trib- 
une next morning. But the poll- 
sters didn’t stay on the canvas very 
long. They were up Wednesday 
afternoon with the proposal to take 
another poll to find out why the 
first poll was wrong. As one ex- 
pert expertized: “The fact that all 
the major pollsters missed the elec- 
tion results suggests that some- 
thing was wrong.” (N. Y. Times, 
Nov. 3). 

The election upset threw War- 
ner Bros.’ “June Bride”’ for a small 
loss. One of Robert Montgomery's 
lines, antictpating a Republican 
victory, read from “McKinley to 
Dewey,” which produced yowls 
from the N. Y. Strand customers 
on Wednesday. By airmail special 
delivery, the studio rushed a re- 
serve replacement clip changing 
the line to “McKinley to Truman.” 
The topical Broadway legit show, 
“Make Mine Manhattan,” also had 
te revise the lyrics of one num- 
ber, “It Was Better in the Good 
Old Days.” The first version went, 
“When Pola Negri was fashion and 
Truman was haberdashin’.” The 
second one came abreast of the 
times with “the Country proved 
what we suspected, a Republican 
just can’t get elected.” 

All those wood barriers on the 
Times Square store windows elec- 
tion night were put up for nothing. 
The crowds stayed at home and 
Times Square was as populated as 


New York Theatres 
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Pitkin avenue. 


vision as the reason and others 
said it was the general public 
apathy. It couldn't have been the 
weather, because it didn’t rain, 
and as Mever Berger of the N. Y. 
Times. put it, it wasn’t even 
“dewy.” 

Americans may like the under- 
dog but they like a winner better 
When “The Truman Story,” a 10- 
minute biog of the President, 


played the theatres before the elec- 
tion, audience reaction was slight. 
The short was revived on Wednes 
dav at several Broadway newsreel 
theatres and then Truman received 
an ovation. 
The Gags 

Gags galore. Milton Berle’s new 
theme song for Truman—“used to 
be ‘Missouri Waltz,’ changed to 
‘It’s Magic’. Comedians aplenty 
had to 
jokes. Joe F. Lewis openly cracked 
some slightly indigo nifties about 


Gallup's polls. His opening crack at | 


N. Y., premiere 
“glad to see so 


his Copacabana, 
was that he was 


many fellow-Repub .. . er, Demo- 
crats here;” that he threw out 
jokes about Margaret Truman 


throwing away her orchestrations; 
kayoed a flock of Dewey gags, etc. 

Herbert Wilcox, the British pro- 
ducer-director, who arrived on the 
26-hour delayed Queen Elizabeth 


(fogbound in N. Y. harbor) with | 


his wife, Anna Neagle, and Sir 
Arthur Jarratt, managing director 
of the British Lion company, re- 
ported that “he and Joe Seidelman 
were the only 
aboard. Latter, head of Universal’s 
foreign operations, arrived with his 
wife. Wilcox stated cocky GOPers 
offered up to 60-1 on Dewey, as 
the Elizabeth was steaming toward 
the U. S. Tuesday evening, and 
beeause of the odds many British- 
ers who didn’t know or care enough 
about it, but couldn't resist that 
price, took wagers. There were 
plenty of relatively small bets, ac- 
cordingly—excepting to the losers 
when a pound note meant over a 
$200 deficit. 





Newspapers, Mags Went 
Out on That Limb, Also 


The way the pollsters went out 
on a limb in last week’s presiden- 
tial election is as nothing compared 
| to the comedy of errors staged by 
the newspaper world in wrong- 
guessing President Truman’s vic- 
, tory. The bulls actually started 10 
| days before the election, when Life 
|magazine ran a picture of Gov. 
|; Dewey in California with the cap- 
tion: “Our Next President Crossing 
San Francisco Bay.” Current (8) 
issue of Life, on the newsstands 
Friday (5), curiously enough, has 
no pic of Truman or Dewey, but 
has a pic on page 51 captioned 
“China For Dewey,” showing some 
Chinese urchins carrying Dewey 
placards. Life’s Dewey (‘Our 
New President’) cover was killed 


in the main, but for the advance- 
mailed Coast edition. 

Last Wednesday (3), day after 
election, the N. Y. Mirror ran a 


Drew Pearson column (prepared in 
advance, of course), which listed 
the names of the (Dewey) people 
who would be occupying the White 


House, which column the Mirror 
didn’t bother to yank. Same day, 
Wednesday, Leonard Lyons’ syndi- 


cated column (also prepared in ad- | 
had the first half | 
about | 


vance, of course), 
devoted to anecdotes 
Dewey, evidently in expectancy of 
his election. 

President Truman had his fun 
returning from Missouri to Wash- 
ington last week, 


Chicago Tribune and Billboard for 
the crowds to see and how! at. The 
home edition of Wednesday's (3) 
Chi Trib had a banner line which 
read ‘‘Dewey Defeats Truman,” and 
the President several times in St. 
Louis raised the newspaper and 
turned about so that all sections of 
the crowd could have a look. He 


did the same with the Nov. 6 issue | 


of Billboard, which showed a sing- 
er holding a big placard portrait of 
Dewey, 
dent.” 
Others who rushed into print too 
early were Joseph and Stewart Al- 
‘sop, columnists for the N. Y. Her- 
,ald Trib. On Wednesday (3), their 
column, prepared in advance, 
spoke of Dewey as the election win- 
sner. 


Some gave tele-| 


Double-Talk 


Public’s desire to answer 
questions of the poll-takers as 
it thinks they should be an- 
swered, rather than truthfully, 
was the downfall of the Gal- 
lups, the Ropers, et al., last 
week, in the opinion of Morris 
Kinzler, 20th-Fox account exec 
at the Kayton - Spiero ad 
agency. 





rewrite beaucoup Dewey | 


two Democrats | 


when at various | 
train stops he held up copies of the | 


headed “Our Next Presi-. 


It ineluded such phrases as, 


After being told that ads 
for the Roxy, N. Y., were be- 
ing placed in the wrong news- 
papers, Kinzler hit the morn- 
ing line at the house with pen- 
cil and paper and did his own 
“What paper d’ya read?” ques- 
tionnaireing. Nine out of 10 
answers were the Times or 
the Herald Tribune, accord- 
ing to the ad exec, while prac- 
tically everyone in the line 
had a Mirror, News or Journ- 
al-American peeking out of a 
pocket. 








“the outgoing Administration” and 
“events will not wait patiently un- 
til Thomas E. Dewey officially re- 
| places Harry S. Truman.” On the 
Trib’s front page that day,, early 
|morning headlines already indicat- 
ed that Truman would get in. 
The Wall Street Journal on Elec- 
tion Day (Nov. 2) headlined on 
front page one of its top stories, 
with the election of Tom Dewey 
freely admitted, as follows: ‘““‘Dewey 
As President—Government To Re- 
main Big, Active, Expensive If GOP 
Wins Today.” Story 
that “government will remain big, 


|“Body and Soul” and their just-completed “Force of Evil.” 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


John Garfield cites how much Bob Roberts, his producer, and he 
‘learned in independent picture-making by the comparative costs of his 


The 


former was brought in at $1,850,000, and the latter film only cost 


| $1,150,000, with no values lost. 


Roberts, who has been handling Gar- 


‘field’s business for years, decided to take a crack at indie production, 
|latching on to Enterprise for United Artists release with “Body. * 
Their new one, also under the Ent banner, however is a Metro release. 

Garfield is one of the younger actor-producer groups who express 
themselves most vehemently about restrictions by the Joe Breen (Eric 
Johnston) office because of their tabu on the original title of ‘“‘The 


'Numbers Racket,” 
people are bilked by the numbers mob. 
in a film title. 


itself stated | 


active and expensive under Presi- | 


i|dent Thomas E. Dewey.” 


TRUMAN NEWS CLIPS 





NOW A B.0. WINDFALL 


What looked like an _ unprof- 

itable but necessary chore for the 
five newsreel companies before the 
Presidential election is now turn- 
ing out to be a black-ink entry in 
major company ledgers. The nine- 
minute campaign film biog of 
President Harry S. Truman, made 
cuffo by the reels for the Demo- 
| cratic Party, and included in one 
of the regular issues which a good 
number of exhibs sloughed off, is 
currently in big demand since the 
President became the man-of-the- 
hour. 
| Moreover, the process is re- 
versed. Where plenty of exhibs 
snipped the biog from the reel and 
showed only the news clips which 
were included in the Truman issue, 
now the Truman treatise is getting 
the bookings without straight news 
footage. All five reels have wired 
their exchanges to ride the band- 
wagon by pushing the campaign 
picture. 

Twentieth-Fox is parlaying the 


strike. Company completed a one- | 


reeler 
man titled 
souri.” 
touch the pic. Twentieth has made 
available all prints of the briefie 


“The Man From Mis- 


still in exchanges and reports that 
every print on hand is being 
booked. 


Truman newsreel biog produc- 
tion cost was split five ways among 


the companies after Universal 
drew the production assignment 
out of a hat. It was only made 


originally because certain theatres 
had booked a nine-minute pic laud- 
ing Governor Thomas E. Dewey 
which March of Time prepped for 


in 1946 on President Tru- | 


At that time, no one would | 


against the usage of ‘‘racket” 


which is an affirmative story to expose how poor 


The MPAA was adamant 


Special press shows for 


British critics may end. 


Proposal mooted 


some months ago has now been revived within the British Film Pro- 


ducers Assn., 


which has asked J. Arthur Rank and Sir Henry 


L. French 


to form a committee which will include publicists, and to investigate 


the matter. 


Dissatisfaction which has existed for some time has been heightened 
by adverse reviews received recently by a number of British pix, not- 


ably Korda’s $4,000,000 “‘Bonnie Prince Charlie,” 


and producers blame 


the fact that frequently the pictures are seen cold, without an oppor- 


tunity of gauging public reaction. 





’Tain’t so, says R. J. O'Donnell, veepee and general mahager of the 
Interstate Circuit, that he’s set a deal with Harold Lloyd for the playing 


of a batch of the actor’s old films. 


Subject was merely a topic of casual 


conversation between both of them recently. 


In denying the report, 


O'Donnell said: 


“T have made no commit- 


ments to sereen a number of Lloyd’s old films at Interstate Theatres in 


this area.” 


It was said that the actor contemplated boosting the value 


of the oldies for television by bringing his name before the public again 
in the event the deal was consummated. 


Under the signature of Harry Cohn, Columbia’s president, 


company 


has sent out a letter to every stockholder explaining why Col recently 


passed its quarterly dividend. 


After referring to foreign currency dif- 


ficulties and domestic boxoffice decline, Cehn promises stockholders 
that “I will be among the first to urge a resumption of cash dividends 


when the condition of the company’s business warrants it.” 
“vital interest” 


highlights Cohn’s own 


Letter also 
in company’s earnings in view 


of the fact that he holds 150,000 shares of common. 





Hollywood producers, 
siasm for pictures about Palestine. 


in two cases at least, have lost their enthu- 


“Night Watch,” which was to have 


been produced and directed by Robert Buckner at Universal-Interna- 


tional, has been shelved indefinitely. 
have abandoned their film with a Palestine background. 
“no comment.” 


why, the answer was 


Billy Wilder and Charles Brackett 
When asked 





Mathematicians at Paramount and 20th-Fox juggled three loanout 


deals to make a 50-50 split, squaring a triangle. 


In exchange for Vic 


Mature’s $75,000 worth of services in ‘Samson and Delilah,” Paramount 


sent Wanda Hendrix to the 20th-Fox picture, 


“The Prince of Foxes,” 


for $25,000 and is lending John Lund to the same lot for a forthcoming 


film for $50,000. 








Indies Ask Say 


Continued from page 7 








Brazil. Indies pointed out that re- 
cent agreements with the govern- 
ments of France and Brazil were 
negotiated without consulting them 
and were completely unacceptable 
and harmful to the producers. 
They went at length into the rea- 
sons. 

Johnstor declared it was the 
first time that he had heard these 
squawks registered and had not 
previously known of the incie ob- 
jections. He agreed that most of 
the producers’ reasoning appeared 
sound and promised that they 


'would be consulted in the future. 


the Republican Party. Industry de- | 


cided to play it fair by giving equal 
playdates to the two films. 


Roy Acuff Cuffed 


Nashville, Nov. 9. 
Acuff, hillbilly radio 
singer, and Republican candi- 
date for Tennessee governor, 
was among those swamped in 
the Democratic landslide. He 
was trounced by Gordon 
Browning. Although the back- 
woods-balladeer never was 
given much of a chance, he 
outdrew Browning during their 
stumpirg tour of the state. 
Probably, it was because he 
toured with his hillbilly band 
troupe and dished out more 
entertainment from the _ hust- 
ings than political harangues. 

One of the reasons for the 
slump in Acuff’s popularity 
was laid to his infrequent ap- 
pearances on the radio dur- 
ing the last two years. An- 
other reason was his acquisi- 
tion of the Dunbar Cave resort 
for an estimated $145,000, 
which iact, coupled with his 
running on the Republican 
ticket, stamped him as a pluto- 
crat. 


Roy 


Indie reps; in turn, promised that 
they and their principals would 
get together as quickly as possible 
and come to an agreement on a 
man to head SIMPP. Producers 
have been stalling on this in in- 
decision as to whether to appoint 
a name personality, such as Donald 
Nelson, who headed the organiza- 
tion until the end of last year, or 
hire a working exec secretary com- 
pletely familiar with the business. 
Sears Repudiates Johnston 
Sears gave a more-or-less direct 


|nix to Johnston’s request for co- 
/operation in the MPAA policy of 
'not allowing its members’ films to 
| be dualled in England with British- 


made product. UA prexy declared 


‘that his company was so complete- 


ly shut out of the British market 


‘the only time it could get major 


_ breaking points. 











Some Showmen 
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tendance only when a top film is 
shown. 

A steadier flow of patronage will 
also mean that names will lose 
their present importance. This is 
especially the case in cafes where, 
under present conditions, there’s 
little business unless a top name 
is advertised. 

As it is, most amusement enter- 
prises are geared to operate at high 
A good weekend 
is insufficient to take most spots off 
the nut. With present expenses 
they need a Saturday night almost 
every night. They hope to get it as 
soon as grocery and meat market 


‘prices level off. Many are optimis- 
tic enough to feel that the Truman 


program can do the trick. 


circuit 








playdates was during pe- 


,riods of strained relations between 


ing, 


J. Arthur Rank and the MPAA. 


UA has sold one picure to Rank 
on an unrestricted basis since the 
MPAA established its ban on 
mixed bills Oct. 1. This is the 
only indie film on which any kind 
of deal has been made since that 
time. SIMPP has adopted no of- 
ficial policy regarding the Anglo- 
American pic twinning, with most 
of the producers taking a wait- 
and-see attitude. As a result. John- 
ston got noncommital replies to 
his request for cooperation in the 
MPAA policy, pending action by 
SIMPP. 


Nuts to Brazil and France 


Johnston got the worst scorch- 
however, on his request for 
cooperation in the deals recently 
worked out by the MPAA for the 
industry with the French and 
Brazilian governments. Regarding 
France, it was pointed out to him 
that the new agreement permits 
the remittance to the U. S. of an 
average of only $8,000 per picture. 
On an ordinary Technicolor sub- 
ject, such as a Disney film, print 
costs for France are $25,000, while 
on Walter: Wanger’s lengthy “Joan 
of Arc” they'll be $30,000 to $40.- 
000. The indies are thus obviously 
in an impossible squeeze, Johnston 
was informed. The majors, it was 
said, have enough diversity of 
product to choose only black-and- 
white subjects for French distribu- 
tion and thus hold their print costs 
to a minimum. 


Regarding the Brazilian agree- 
ment recently negotiated by MPAA 
international division chief Gerald 
Mayer, the indies were even more 
vehement. This accepts a ceiling of 
42°> on rental terms and limita- 
tions on admissions in various cate- 
gories of theatres. It particularly 


hurts Goldwyn, Mulvey _ pointed 
out, because he has been selling 
away from the major circuits in 


Brazil and has been playing minor 
houses. This has proved very profit 
able. Now, however, the type 
houses he has been booked in are 
limited to a 20c. ceiling, as against 
the maximum of 35c. in the top 
classification. Result is, Mulvey de- 
clared, that Goldwyn is being dou- 
bly squeezed by the admission ceil- 


iing and the percentage limitation. 
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~ "some of the truest 
and fairest stories 


about Hollywood and 
Hollywoodians that — 
have ever been published!” 


-Nonnally Johnson 


Millions of Americans enjoy Pete Martin’s famous Salata iat 
Hollywood articles in The Saturday Evening Post. HOLLYWOOD WITHOUT MAKE-UP 
Accurate, adult and written with refreshing good B by Pete Martin gam 
humor, these articles give a new insight into a great soles ws Sennintall toy EHOLLY ODD i 
industry, . Nunnally Johnson Maw? , Nasi 
| a I 
Like all Post writers, the author knows his subject ye «Pete Martin, Associate 

a ‘ Editor of The Saturday 

-..and presents it so well that his readers are bound Evening Post, brings 
to know it, too. Sometimes his straight facts hold ae nor aye ane we 
more fascination than publicity’s strangest fictions. 
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ee eee, om © ‘ ° : ° adult point of view. = 
ne Even if y ou ve known the picture business from its : You'll meet many of the more colorful toilers 
to. first faint flicker, you'll want to read these honest-to- in the Hollywood vineyard —obscure as well as 
ea. @ " . famous. Here is the full story —with loving 
ioe goodness articles about it, now put in book form by p attention given to the zanies, great men, screen 
» « a i : a ee ss ; lovelies and creative geniuses of the movie city 
ee J. B. Lippincott Company aptly titled Hollyw ood ‘ At bookstores everywhere . 6 6 « « $3.00 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK | 


Lou Allerhand, Metro sales 
staffer for 22 years and most re- 
cently New Jersey salesman, upped 
to N. J. branch manager; succeeds 


+4444 


Ben Abner, resigned to go with 

WB. . * 
Clarence Eiseman, Warner 

branch manager, promoted to 


metropolitan district manager, re- 
places Sam Lefkowitz, on tem- 
porary leave due to ill health. Ben 


Abner. Metro’s New Jersey branch | 


manager, becomes N. Y. branch 
manager Nov. 15 

Republic sales toppers covering 
the east and midwest in a flurry of 
junkets. James R Grainger, exec 
veepee in charge of sales and dis- 
tribution, 0.0.’ing Minneapolis 
branch and due back at h.o. Friday 
(12). His assistant, Edward L. Wal- 
ton. trekking through Chicago, Des 
Moines, Omaha, Kansas City and 
St. Louis and returns to Gotham 
Nov. 22. Division manager Walter 
L. Titus, who attends the W. Va. 
Theatre Owners two-day conven- 
tion in Cincinnati starting Friday 
(12). will also swing through some 
five eastern exchange areas. 


ST. LOUIS 

Sam E. Pirtle, head of Pirtle Cir- 
cuit, Jerseyville, Ill., in St. Louis 
eonfabbing on plans for new 600- 
seater in Jerseyville. 

Fox Midwest Amus. Corp., sold | 
Park, Cape Girardeau, Mo., to Sal-| 
vation Army for $14,000. Latter | 
will use house as recreation center. 

Albert W. Butler, Hillsboro, IIl., 
sold Clayton, 400-seater, Clay City, 
Hil., to Vern Elliott. 

Bud Moran, new St. Louis man- 
ager for Selznick Releasing, vice 
James McCann. 

Joe Goldfarb relighted his Up- 
town, 500-seater, Alton, Ill., after 
facelifting. ; 

Harold Holdstlaw converting his 
Frolic, Middleton, Ill., from 16m to 
35m theatre. 

Izzy Wienschiek, 





district man- 


ager for Publix Great States The- | 


atres, Alton, Ill., made a Noble of 
Mystic Shrine. 
Max Krutsinger 


| ——— 


relighted his 

















...and your new Lincoln is 
coming UCH SOONER 
THAN YOU THINK, at Murray- 
Wiseman, your Bronx home of 
America’s most beautiful car. 
Terms to fit your budget...super 
Service, too. Ask about your new 
Lincoln at Murray- Wiseman today! 
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Film Row 
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Kay, 400-seater, St. Francisville, 
lll.. following facelifting. 

Maury Edgar resigned from St. 
Louis Eagle Lion staff to become 
gentleman-farmer. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Public hearings will be held in 
suburban Lower Merion Township 


on a proposed 10° amusement tax. | 


The tax was approved at a recent 
township board meeting. 


Earle Sweigert resumed his 
post as Paramount district man- 


ager over Philadelphia-Washington 


area. The post has been vacant 
since Sweigert took over mid- 
Eastern division for Par three 


years ago 

The Fox celebrated its 25th anni 
Nov. 5 with a 200-pound cake in 
the lobby, and cut pieces for pa- 
trons as long as it lasted. 

Will Rogers Memorial Drive in 
this area has collected $37,000. 
Charles Zagrans, RKO branch 
manager, was campaign treasurer. 

Petition by residents in subur- 
ban Plymouth Township asking for 
a vote on Sunday films was turned 
down by the Montgomery county 
election board. 


BOSTON 


E. M. Loew hosted a party at 
Latin Quarter honoring Louis 
Richmond, recently resigned as his 
executive assistant. Alec Davis 
of the Park and Spencer and Leo 
Howard of the Star, North Brook- 
field, applied for membership in 
Independent Exhibitors, of New 
England, local Allied unit. 

Jewish Appeal Drive dinner of 
film division for New England, held 
at Hotel Kenmore, with Louis 
Nizer, of N. Y., chief speaker, and 
full quota from this district real- 
ized. 

The old Beacon, where first 
sound film was shown in New Eng- 


land but long subsequent run, 
turns up an-_- expensively re- 
furbished house when it takes 


| “Hamlet” off the Astor’s hands to 
continue Hub run. 


MIAMI BEACH 


Brandt Theatres, now operating 
the Flamingo on Miami Beach’s 
Lincoln Road, may add a new 
house within the next six months. 
It would be the theatre now under 
construction in the north Beach 
‘area by Ed Singer, hotel operator, 
|is completed. It will seat 1,600 
|and offer competition in that sec- 
| tion to Paramoun’ts Sheridan. 

Wometco chain took over indie- 
|operated Normandy, located op- 
posite their Surf in upper north 
Beach sector. Deal is on _ per- 
centage basis. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Arlene Dahl, home from Holly- 
| wood on visit, made personal ap- 


| 


# pearance at State opening day of 


|“Apartment tor Peggy.” 

; <A. J. O’Keefe and Mannie Gott- 
|lieb, Universal assistant general 
| Sales and district managers, re- 
| spectively, off to Milwaukee after 
eight-day visit here. 

“Hamlet” opens roadshow date 
here at Century early in January. 

Richfieid, still another independ- 
ent suburban house, starting 28- 
day availability policy in place of 
former 56 days. 

“ay” Chapman, Columbia 
branch manager, discharged from 
hospital and completing rest cure 
at home. 

Joe Wolf back home after 
stretch at his Texas drive-in thea- 
tres. 

Theatre business helped here by 
high employment rate, the total 








|again, according to figures just 


issued. 


LOS ANGELES 


Pix theatre, renamed the AAA, 
|reopened by Fanchon & Marco 
| after shutdown for remodeling and 
| reequipment. Now on deluxe nabe 
policy. 
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‘Stan Kramer’s Careful 
Pre-Production Planning — 
Seems to Charm Bankers 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Stanley Kramer, whose Screen 
Plays unit sent “Champion” before 
the cameras last Thursday (4), 
broke financing precedent for indie 
production by getting the Bank of 
Ameriea and second-money lenders 
unlimited pre-production 
Usual bank 
money custom of not releasing coin 


to allow 


outlay. and second- 


until a film actually starts lensing 
was broken down by Kramer and 
associate producer Robert Stillman 
to allow signing of all key tech- 
nicians two months in advance of 
filming and the cast as long as six 
weeks before the starting date. 

As a result, “Champion” went 
before the cameras with the most 
complete preparation and _ full- 
scale rehearsal yet given an indie 
picture. Kramer figures the 
lengthy pre-production work will 
mean an actual cash saving of 
about $60,000. Pic is budgeted at 
$750,000. Kirk Douglas and: Mari- 
lyn Maxwell are starred, with 
Mark Robson directing from script 
by Carl Foreman. 

United Artists will release. 
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' 
campaigns or combinations of 
stars. 


ARI’s listing of players in order 
of their popularity with the public 
was Said by most subscribers to be 
a conceit in which they never had 
any faith. Figures on penetration 
into the public consciousness of 
the publicity and advertising on a 


film ‘have been mostly used by | 


pub-ad directors as a means of im- 
pressing their bosses with what 
good jobs they’re doing—with 
neither the pub-ad men nor their 
bosses, reportedly, of the opinion 
that they meant much. 

ARI likewise provides a testing 
service for stories which is sup- 
posed to tell a producer whether 
a certain story line will be liked 
or not. It is these surveys which 
have probably come in for more 
criticism than any other single as- 
pect of the researching. Most pro- 
ducers and writers figure there are 
too many angles which enter into 
a film’s b.o. value other than a 
mere one-sentence resume of the 
plot to make this kind of research 
of any use. 


Selznick Just Polls To 
Agree With Himself 


While many producers have used 


‘the ARI figures publicly from time 


| having hit wartime peak of 235,000. 


to time to prove a point, most of 


them claim to be like Selznick, 
who remarked recently: “I only 
use the polls to back up opin- 
ions I already have. When my 


views and the figures don’t agree, 
I throw out the figures.” 

Al Sindlinger, who was one of 
the founders of ARI and served as 
its exec head until! a split with Gal- 
lup a couple years ago, has recent- 
ly started a new outfit with the 
aim of getting around the pitfalls 
of statistics, but hasn’t offered it 
to the film companies as yet. He 
calls it “research in depth.”  In- 
stead of polling a large number of 
people, he queries just a few, but 
plies them with questions for as 
long as a couple hours. The inter- 
views are wire-recorded and pro- 
vided to the client who can play 
them back and do his own inter- 
preting. 

Metro is the only company which 
maintains its own research depart- 
ment. It employs Dr. Leo Handel, 
who, it was said this week, would 
go on making his surveys for the 
company undaunted. 








‘Ecstasy’ Pitch 
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original Chechoslovakian picture, 
rather than the one which was doc- 
tored up in France. This time 


_Miss Lamarr wears a bathing suit. 


Revamped version, to be billed 


as “Hedy Lamarr in ‘My Eestasy’,” 


| cost $70,000 for refilming and runs 


about 65 minutes. 


Sam Cummins gandered the film 
here Jast week and announced that 
it will be released by the Pix Dis- 
tribution Corp., if it gets the PCA 
seal and an okay from the Legion 


jof Decency. 


{ the 


inual 





tee was reelected. He will not be 
chairman any more, 

6. Situation much beclouded on 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee investigation of Holly- 
wood Reds. Rep. John E. Rankin, 
of Mississippi, will be a power in 
the committee next year. No in- 
dication of whether the adminis- 
tration leadership will be able to 
keep this committee from riding 
everything in sight—including the 
industry—with spurs. 


7. Obviously no change in the 


way the State Department will 
handle the overseas situation. Eric 
Johnston pulls pretty well with 
much of the Department's top 


brass: he might have been strong- 


er, though, in a Republican ad- 
ministration. 

8. Sharp changes in the Taft- 
Hartley Act are indicated at this 


time, although all features of the 
law will not go out the window. 
Such things as the anti-Commy 
oath expected to remain. No in- 
dication of whether there will be 
any change affecting the royalties 
on phonograph records. 
No Tax Reductions 

The Democrats are already mak- 
ing clear that there will be no 
further tax reductions in 1949, 
since money is needed for ECA 
and rearmament. This means the 
20° admissions tax and the 20% 
bite on nitery checks will be with 
us for a while yet. Reps. Harold 
Knutson (R., Minn.), chairman of 
tax law originating House 
Ways & Means Committe, and Rep. 
Bertrand Gearhart (R., Calif.), 
member of the committee, were 
beaten at the polls. Both were in 
favor of cutting excises, including 
the admissions tax. 


So far as the big anti-trust suit 


is concerned, the film majors 
must continue to wrestle with the 
same Attorney General, Tom C. 
Clark, and the same motion pic- 
ture specialist in the anti-Trust 
Division, Robert Wright. Wright 


has been handling the case since it 
started in 1938. 
In addition to 
party control of 
what scrambles the situation so 
badly regarding the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, is 
the fact that the committee was to 
have a number of new faces. Ques- 
tion of whether they will be sane 
or wild-eved boys. Rep. John Mc- 
Dowell (R., Pa.), chairman of the 
subcommittee probing Hollywood, 
was licked as was Rep. 
B. Vail (R., Ill.). Rep Karl 
Mundt ‘(R., N. D.) was upped to 
the Senate by his voters. And, of 
course, J. Parnell Thomas, cur- 
rently chairman, has been indicted 
[see separate story] by a Grand 
Jury, in connection with charges 
of iliegally diverting Federal funds 
which were to go for Congres- 
sional help. Committee had 


the 
the 


change in 
committee, 


Few D. C. Changes 


Continued from page 3 


»Allied Board chairman, 


Richard | 


in- | 


tended to hold a hearing on the. 


Coast in January. 
now be filed and forgotten. 


Reelected to the Senate after an 
absence was Matthew Neely 
W. Va.) who has picture biz on its 
ear in his last tour of duty as a 
senator. Neely fathered bills to 
terminate block booking and blind 
selling. While he 


This plan may | 


(D., | 


never got to/| 


first base with them, he usually | 


managed to stir up the wolves and 
collect plenty publicity. 


aim at the studios and distributors. 


Question | 
is whether Neely will again take | 


Among‘the members of the House | 


reelected were Sol Bloom 
N. Y.), oldtime showman: 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, former 
actress and singer and wife of 
Melvyn Douglas. 


Johnston and Dulles 


Anyway, Truman puts an end to 
that off-again-on-again _ palaver 
about Eric Johnston as Secretary 
of Commerce in Dewey's when- 
and-if cabinet. Ditto John Foster 
Dulles, who was pencilled-in as 
Secretary of State. 
lizing the Sullivan & Cromwell law 
firm, which Dulles heads, had more 


and 


than a future weather-eye in such | 


legal retainers than normal barris- 
ter relations. 

Rep. Walter Ploeser (R.. 
chairman of the House Small Busi- 
ness Committee. was another vie- 
tim of the voters’ wrath against the 
80th Congress. This promptly 
killed all his ambitions to 
tigate small business complaints. 
One result was abandonment of the 
committee's plan to take testimony 
in New Orleans, Dec. 1, at the an- 
convention of the Allied 


(D., | 


Mo.), 


inves- | 


Filmites uti-, 


States Exhibitors. Instead of hear- 
ing the exhibitors tell their com- 
plaints against the distributors, the 
committee will invite Abram F, 


|Myers to testify before it either 


Nov. 15 or 16. On those two days 
this committee plans to wrapup 
hearings of all outstanding cases 
to get them out of the way. Myers, 
will have 
to carry the ball for his group. 
Talk here is that Rep. Wright Pat- 
man (D., Tex.), will seek to have 
the committee continued under the 
8ist Congress next year. In that 
event, Patman would become its 
chairman. Should he succeed, the 
small exhibitors might get another 
chance to air their grief. 








ClO Guilds 


Continued from page 7 —— 


office employees in several major 
companies. 

Both unions, meanwhile, are 
pressing their film boycott cam- 
paign with a national “Don’t Go to 
the Movies” day planned for next 
Thursday (18). National support 
from other unions has been pledg- 
ed to this move. Last week, Allan 
Hayward, CIO vice-prexy, threw the 
full support of his organization 
behind the white collarite guilds 
in a letter to Harry Cohn, Colum- 
bia president, urging him to nego- 
tiate with SOPEG and SPG. 

Heavy blows against SOPEG are 
being delivered at the same time 
by Local H-63, IATSE, which is 
rapidly becoming entrenched in 
companies formerly dominated by 
SOPEG. H-63, which claims major- 
ites in Republic, Paramount, RKO 
and several subsidiary outfits, is 
currently pressing for collective 
bargaining elections before the Na- 
tional Labor Relations board. 

A serious twist of possible vio- 
lence was also given to the N. Y. 








labor dispute with reports that 
“stench bomb neutralizers” had 
been delivered to several RKO 


theatres in the metropolitan areas 
which have been picketed by the 
CIO guilds. Both unions flatly de- 
nied any intention of resorting to 
stink bomb tactics, declaring that 
methods were being used ‘to dis- 
credit honest fighting unions. RKO 
theatre execs, however, have made 
no charges against either SOPEG 
or SPG. 

















Have YOU tried 
a SKYBERTH on 
American’s 
famous DC-6 
“MERCURY” flight 
to LOS ANGELES? 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 or your travel agent 


Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center ¢ Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway © Hotel St. George 
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On the Occan.... MIAMI BEACH 
Direction: Jomes J. Carroll » + N.Y. Office: VAnderbilt 6-5339 
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AVAILABLE 


Comptroller or Senior Department 
Head, Accountent many years’ experi- 
ence, major distributing 
College grad. Familiar 
theatre circuit procedures. 

BOX 811, VARIETY 


company. 
with large 








154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥. 
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NBC IN POST 





~— Gov.-Elect Bowles’ Radio Hypo 


As a result of the election of ex-huckster, ex-OPA head Chester 
Bowles to the governor’s seat, there is a definite feeling among 
radio men and politicians statewide that radio electioneering is in 
for a change of fare and pace. Successful campaign solely by ether 
by Bowles has beaconed the path for a new type of radio politiking. 


Hartford, Nov. 9. 


Bowles concentrated entire fire on radio campaigning utilizing 


all methods known to advertising agencies. 


He knew the defects 


of the ordinary political campaigner and avoided pitfalls encount- 
ered by them. He made his programs interesting and to the point, 
without sidestepping issues. He emphasized terrifically trained seal 
and soap selling methods of ad agencies. 

Bowles campaign was masterminded by himself and Douglas 
Bennet. Latter told Variety that radio methods of electioneering 


are in for a change. Said Bennet: 
ment when subject matter is of a serious nature.” 


“People don’t want entertain- 
He said that 


listening should be made easier to “listen to.” 








Trade Poser: Is Client Justified 
In Axing Show After First 13 Wks.? 


General Foods, currently going 


into a Hooper tailspin with its trio 
of new shows, has become cancel- 
lation-conscious, much to the dis- 
tress of CBS and ABC, All three 
are Young & Rubicam shows. 

Bankroller bowed in the new sea- 
son with the Jane & Goodman Ace 
“Mr. Ace & Jane” and the dack 
Carson program as its Friday night 
60-minute (8 to 9) parlay, and the 
Meredith Willson show as part of 
ABC’s sock Wednesday night line- 
up. However, GF feels that the 
“Ace” 5.1, the Carson 5.6 and Will- 
son's 5.3 don’t add up to a proper 
per point payoff. 

Talk is that the Ace show, de- 
spite the kudos it’s won in the 
trade circles as mature comedy in 
the satiric idiom, is slated for ax- 


ing after its 13-week cycle runs 
out and it’s reported that Ace, 
in anticipation of such a move, 
has already booked reservations 


for Miami this winter. Fate of the 
Carson and Willson shows are still 
in doubt, although it’s reported 
Carson has a firm 39-week contract 
and cannot be yanked. 

Attitude of the webs — and a 
large segment of the trade—is that 
GF is perpetuating one of the old- 
est evils in radio in its demand 
for an immediate payoff without 
giving a show an opportunity to 
develop audiences. They point to 
the list of top-bracketed Hooper 
shows, from “Fibber & Molly” 
down, as cvidence that the Hoopers 
don’t start rolling in during the 
initial 13-week cycle; that you have 
to exercise patience in “nursing 
’em” into the bigtime. 


Longines 706 
Repeat’ Melody 


Unusual instance of a sponsor 
buying an additional half-hour of 
network time on the same day for 
a virtual repeat of its program has 
cropped up in the case of the 
Longines-Wittnauer Watch Co. 

L-W currently bankrolls_ the 
Mishel Piastro Symphonette pro- 
gram in the 2-2:30 Sunday after- 








Win With WINS 

Lew Fisher, who does a 
daily 4 to 6.30 p.m. disk jockey 
session for Strauss Stores on 
WINS, N. Y., gives a gentle 
nudge to his gabby fellow-plat- 


ter-spinners in billing his 
show. He tabs it: 
“The only record show in 


radio which features music.” 


Weaver Rides Out 
Merry-Go-Round 
In Y&R Melee 


Pat Weaver, who joined Young 
& Rubicam about a year ago as 
vice-president in charge of radio 
and television, is reportedly under 
the same_ sort of top-executive 
pressure as_ harried his _ prede- 
cessors. Situation is understood to 
have reached a climax recently in 
Weaver submitting his resignation | 
to Sigurd S. Larmon, agency board | 
chairman and_ president. Latter | 
refused to accept it, however, and | 
Weaver is remaining. 

Immediate subject of differences | 
between Weaver and the executive | 


floor is said to be the radio de-| 








partment’s handling of the Gener- 
al Foods account. Matters came to 
a head at a recent plans board 
meeting, with Weaver expressing 
resentment at what he called the 
carping criticisms of A. V. B. 
(Tony) Geohegan, v.p. and media 
director. 

After a bitter personal exchange 
between the two men, Weaver re- 
portedly told off the meeting and 
the general executive-floor attitude 
toward the radio department.~- He 
then went to his office, dictated 


ae 


CWEZEY FUTU 
FEW IN PICT 


Informed quarters within the 
trade, putting together the post- 
election pieces and tying them in 
with the current unprecedented 
jockeying among the networks for 
dominance, see some interesting 
developments shaping up, particu- 
larly as they apply to NBC. 

One aspect of it concerns the 
split in relations between Mutual 
network president Ed Kobak and 
his exec veepee, Robert Swezey, 
who, it’s reported, may be wooed 
over to the NBC family as one of 
the higher echelon. A year ago, it’s 
been confirmed, NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell made _ overtures. to 
Swezey, but the latter turned 
them down, preferring to string 
along with ‘his longtime associate 
and friend, Kobak. 

Another facet of the inner-circle 
speculation concerns the ultimate 
operational powers of NBC's exec 
veepee, Charles R. Denny, the for- 
mer chairman of the Federal.Com- 
munications Commission, whose 
political ideologies jibe with the 
continuance of the Truman Admin- 
istration. 

That Denny, with his pro-Demo- 
cratic sphere of influence in the 
all-important Capitol Hill-White 





| House circles, will emerge as an 
| important 


link for NBC is re- 
garded as a foregone conclusion. 
These informed circles are of the 
opinion that Denny will be the one 
to move into the presidency of the 
parent Radio Corp. of America, a 
post into which RCA board chair- 
man David Sarnoff has been 
doubling since it became vacant a 
few years back. 

In such an eventuality, it’s re- 
garded as highly likely that Swezey 
would take over the exec veepee 
role at NBC as No. 2 man to Tram- 
mell—the same position he’s been 
holding under Kobak at Mutual. 


Chevalier Emcees 


Paris Show For 
Taping to U. S. 


Paris, Nov. 9. 
‘Maurice Chevalier has’ been 
signed to emcee a series of half- 
hour shows from the Rue de la 








Paix cafe in Paris. Program, which | 
will be a combination of pro tal- | 


ent and audience participation, will 
be taped in Paris and flown to 
U. S. for broadcast next day. Ray- 
mond R. Morgan closed the deal 
in Paris and upon his return to 


ELECTION FORMAT? 





2 
> 
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F ‘Trade Masterminds Effect, If Any, 
JAF OF Gallup-Roper Election Fiasco On 


Hooper, Nielsen & Co. Radio Ratings 





Look Who's Back! 


John J. Anthony, after several 
years’ absence from the airlanes, 


has been ticketed by WMGM, N. Y.., 


for a comeback try via a full-hour 
weekly show on the Loew’s indie, 
Mondays at 8 p.m., starting Nov. 22. 

Program has already been sold | 
to Norlon Corp., makers of Sural. | 
New “John J. Anthony Hour” will 
be substantially the same format 
as his earlier stanzas. “Books on 
Trial,” “now in the Monday at 8 
segment, will be moved to Tues- 
days. | 


Coke Wraps Up 








At $1,750,000 


Coca-Cola has bought the Edgar 
Bergen comedy show, which Stand- 
ard Brands is relinquishing. Deal 
represents a $1,750,000 time-and- 
talent buy. 


’’ 
- 


The Gallup-Roper election poll 
fiasco  reverberated jarringly 
| through the whole research field 
| during the past week and rocked 
| the radio rating status quo so bad- 
ly that the whole audience-meas- 
urement picture got slightly out of 
focus. 

Although C. E. Hooper, A. C. 
Nielsen and listener pulse-taking 
brethren jumped in with don’t- 
point-the-finger-at-us, too _ state- 
ments (i.e., they measure what’s 
actually happening or what has 
happened rather than what is go- 


jing to happen), broadcasting cir- 


cles buzzed with speculation on the 
possible effects of the election 


| polls’ misfortune. 


Whole matter wasn’t helped any, 


either, by the Election Night cov- 


|erage ratings issued by Hooper. 
|He gave NBC 15.8 for 8-11 p.m. 


} in 36 cities; CBS 14.1; ABC 11.4, 


Bergen Deal | 


IN. Y., 


and Mutual 7.0, with total sets-in- 
use placed at 54.7. Teleratings for 
with 74.1 sets-in-use, were 
| placed at 32.3 for WNBT (NBC), 
15.0 for WJZ-TV (ABC), 13.6 for 
WABD (DuMont); 8.2 for WCBS- 
|TV (CBS), and 5.0 tor WPIX. 


' Trade observers who ranged over 


the dial during the evening found 
the figures as hard to believe as 
the election’s outcome. 

(Local ratings, to make matters 


The soft drink eat@t. in reeset! thoroughly confusing, were far dif- 


years one of the major network | 
clients on nighttime programming, | 


ferent. In Chicago, Hooper rated 


| WBBM (CBS) on top, WGN (Mu- 


with an approximate $4,000,000 an- tual) second; WMAQ (NBC) third 


nual outlay, currently bankrolls a | (In 


brace of CBS half-hour shows 
(Percy Faith-Jane Froman on Sun- 
days and Spike Jones-Dorothy Shay 
on Fridays) plus the Morton Dow- 
ney NBC program. 

Coca-Cola is said to be dropping 
the Faith-Froman musical program, 
heard in the 6:30-7 p.m. period, 
since, with Bergen continuing as | 
a Sunday attraction, the client 
obviously doesn’t want two Sunday 
shows competing with one another. 

Coca Cola is keeping Bergen . 
entrenched in the Sunday night at | 
8 NBC slot, thus meaing the loss | 
of a half-hour in billings for CBS 
with the exit of the Percy Faith 
program. 

Bergen, a $25,000 weekly pack- 
age, was sold via Music Corp. of 
America. 





Mayor O'Dwyer Moves 
To Clarify Siegel's 


Status as WNYC Boss 


| 
N. Y.’s Mayor William O’Dwyer | 
moved this week to take the, 


Municipal Broadcasting System 


|}and WLS-WENR (ABC), fourth. 
Philadelphia, Albert ~Sin- 
(Continued on page 30) 


Union Angle May 
Balk 52-Wk. Plan 


Whether or not NBC or CBS 
will be able to carry through on 
their plans to keep the comics and 
top programs on the air on a 52- 
week basis by means of transcribed 
repeats during the summer layoff 
stretch is still dependent on the 
attitude of the talent unions. 

Although CBS has already cir- 





|cularized agencies and advertisers 


with an invitation to “come on in” 
under the easing of the transcrip- 
tion ban, NBC is still holding off 
on definite action until it gets the 
go-ahead from the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists and the 
Radio Writers Guild. The Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians is un- 
‘derstood to have given its okay in 
advance. 

Chief hurdle to overcome as far 








and signed his resignation, sent it wn arc ae with net- 
(Continued on page 30) ei 


nye Making the trip to Paris with 
° i ) 
Weiss Yanks ‘Song 





Morgan were Sam Pierce, former 
Coast radio head of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, and William N. Robson, on 


(WNYC and WYNC-FM) off the 4S the talent unions are concerned 
“who’s boss?” spot. Since the late | is the question of second perform- 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s days, the | ance rights. Since it’s one of the 
city-owned indie has been under | basic issues involved in the current 
direct supervision of the mayor’s | RWG dispute with the advertising 
office, but recently the new public | agencies, the union’s decision, of 
works commissioner, Frederick H.| Course, will be predicated on the 


From Theatre Studio 


noon segment on CBS. Last week 





it negotiated a contract with the 
web for the 5-5:30 afternoon time, 
representing an approximate ad- 
ditional $750,000 a year time-and- 
talent outlay. 

New show bows in Dec. 26. Only 
Switch in format is that the latter 
show will put more stress on semi- 
classical and classic selection in 
contrast to the “pop” versions on 
the 2 p.m. program. 

One show will plug Longines, the 
other Wittnauer watches. 


Chesebrough’s ABC Show 


Chesebrough Mfg. Co., in an 
evident expansion of radio bank- 
rolling—since its longstanding “Dr. 





Christian” series on CBS appar- 
ently is on solid footing—has 
bought a new dramatic mystery 


Stanza for Saturday night airing 
on ABC. 

Program, titled “Little Herman,” 
will preem Jan. 1 in the 9-9:30 
lime segment. It’s the first billing 
by Chesebrough on ABC. Agency 
is McCann-Erickson. 


To Comply With FCC 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

In yanking “What’s The Name 
of That Song” from Hillstreet The- 
atre back to Don Lee studio after 
two years, Lewis Allen Weiss, net | 
prexy, said the step was taken in| 
compliance with FCC ruling that * 


no show could be aired from 
remotes where admission 1s 
charged. 


Weiss stated “in order to comply 
with the regulations, interpreta- 
tions of FCC, it will be necessary 
for us to discontinue origination of 
all programs containing any con- 
tests or awards of prizes from any 
point at which admission is 
charged.” 

Mrs. Rita Williamson has been 
conducting program since the death 
of his band. Tomorrow's (10) airing 
is from Russ Auditorium, San 
Diego, after that from the studio. | 
“Name” has been a Coast favorite 
for many years. | 


leave from CBS production staff in 
Hollywood. One or the other will 
remain in Paris to produce the 
show. 





Brill’s ‘New Faces’ For 


Ameche’s Tobacco Show 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Leighton Brill has been inked by 
Bernie Schubert to supply talent 
or the new daytime American 
Tobacco show, “Your Lucky 
Strike,” starting Dec. 6 on CBS. 

Schubert packed the five-a-week 
“New Faces” layout which will use 
20 people weekly with Don Ameche 
emceeing. 








Same Station 


Elmo Roper originally sched- 
uled his post-election CBS 
topic as “The End of an Era.” 

After the vote was in, the 
pollster retabbed the sequence: 
“The Mandate of the People.” 


_ night 


Zurmuhlen, discovered the setup 
was legally under his jurisdiction 
and made a gesture to take over. 


O’Dwyer, to whom WNYC direc- 
tor Seymour Siegel appealed for 
clarification of the situation, got 
City Councilman William M. Mc- 
Carthy to introduce a bill amend- 
ing the city Administrative Code. 
It would create a new Division of 
Radio Broadcasting, subject to the 
mayor’s supervision, and headed 
by a director of radio communica- 
tions. That would be Siegel. 





No Owl Shift Prowling, 
Medico Tells Hershfield 


Harry Hershfield, after less than 
two weeks on WOR’s (N. Y.) mid- 
air as a_ cross-the-board 
prowler of Gotham’s nitery circuit, 
has ankled the assignment. Doc- 
tor’s orders, says Hershfield. 

Benny Rubin took over the spot 
starting last Friday (5) night. 
Hershfield, however, keeps his 
8:55-9 p.m. storytelling segment on 


i; the Mutual key. 


‘outcome of the current negotia- 
tions. 

As far as AFRA is concerned, 
George Heller, exec secretary, has 
notified NBC that the union wants 
to appraise the whole situation be- 
fore making up its mind. A lot of 
AFRA-ites, it’s conceded, won't 
‘like the idea of the webs doing 
transcribed repeats during the 
summer months, since it will cut off 
live programming and knock off 
‘one of their principal sources of 
;income. A bunch of the AFRA 
|boys say they looked forward to 
|the summer semester for work, 
and figure that, onee the tran- 
scribed idea takes hold, “the hon- 
eymoon’s over.” 


J. SOULARD JOHNSON UPPED 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

J. Soulard Johnson, former as- 
sistant manager of KMOX, St. 
|Louis, has been upped to western 
division chief of CBS Radio Sales- 
‘Television. He will headquarter in 
| Chi. 
| Johnson joined KMOX in 1937 as 
jsales promotion chief. 
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Directors Move In on Agencies, 
Packagers for Better Freelance 
Terms, Riding Crest of Demo Sweep 








IN NEW YORK CITY 


has returned to the States. 
man for AMG....Alice Reinhart, 





On the heels of resumption by the¢ 
ad agencies and independent pack- 
age producers of negotiations with 
the Radio Writers Guild (see sepa- 
rate story), the Radio and Television | 
Directors Guild (AFL) last week 
opened a drive to sign the agencies 
and packagers to a basic minimum 
agreement covering freelance di- 
rectors in radio. 

It’s regarded as significant that 
the RTDG move, designed to im- 
prove the working and pay condi- 
tions of the biggest segment of 
guild membership, came quickly in 
the wake of a Democratic victory 
which promises repeal of the Taft- 
Hartley Act. There’s no question, 
observers note, but that the un- 
expected outcome of the election 
tremendously enhanced the _ bar- 
gaining positions of the writers as 
well as the directors. 

It's also regarded as noteworthy 
that 25 top-ranking execs of lead- 
ing agencies and packaging outfits 
showed up Friday (5) at the Roose- 
velt hotel, N. Y., in answer to a 
call by RTDG to open talks. Among 
those present were: 

Tom McDermott of N. W. Ayer; 
James Sauter of Air Features; 
Allen Dingwall of Ted Bates; Wal- 
ter Craig of Benton & Bowles; 


BIGTIME SHOW BIZ | 
BALLY FOR VD DRIVE 


Saturation ‘radio campaign in | 
the New York metropolitan area 
in an unprecedented effort to fight | 
venereal disease got under way | 
this week with assists from a flock 
of radio and other showbiz figures. 

Fourteen quarter - hour shows 
have been transcribed for the four- 
week drive, featuring such person- 
alities as Raymond Massey, Margo, 
Roger Pryor, Roy Acuff and Eddie 
Albert. Stanzas, eight of them dra- | 
matic and six documentaries, were | 


_ manne. 
scripted under supervision of Erik . 
trgeay beeen wes re Ma jor Bankrollers 
Erthein, Welbourne itis and | e..°® 
Sitting In On New: 
RWG-Agcy. Talks 


Max Ehrlich, Ben Kagan, 
Doria Folliott. Programs were all 
Radio Writers Guild-ad agencies 


directed by Frank Papp. Spots 

have been waxed by Drew Pear- 
negotiations have been resumed, 
with the Big Boys with the bank-' 





KLZ’s Topnotch News Woman 


LUCILLE HASTINGS 


iiss Hastings is KLZ’s women’s 
news editor and four-times winner 
of first place in the National Press | 
Women's contest for the best pre- | 
pared radio newscast. 


KLZ, DENVER. 














son and musical jingles by Tom 
Glazer. The documentaries were 
put together by George Hicks. 
Virtually every station in the 
N. Y. area, including all four net- 
work flagships, will participate in 
the campaign in response to an 
appeal 


Lucielle Webster of Biow; Leonard 
Bush of Compton; Frank Barton of 
Federal; Douglas Coulter of Foote, 
Cone & Belding; David Stewart of 
Kenyon & Eckhardt; B. R. Proctor 
of Lennen & Mitchell; Leonard 
Bass of Phillips Lord; John Bates 
and William Vilas of Mathes; Ted 
Sisson of Pedlar & Ryan; Bill 
Tuttle of Ruthrauff & Ryan; Carl 
Stanton of Show Productions; Ed- 
ward Wilson and John Devine of 





} 


J. Walter Thompson; Ted Huhn of | 


Warwick & Legler; 
and David Miller 
Rubicam, and Kénneth Godfrey, 
representing the American Assn. 
of Advertising Agencies. 

Agency - package reps indicated, 
in response to inquiry by Craig, 
who heads the 4A’s radio commit- 


Tony Zaghi 


of Young & | actor Bob Strauss to offer a Santa 


by Gen. Dwight Eisen- 
hower, president of Columbia U. 
Slogan of the drive is “Be Ex- 


amined.” 


Santa’s Helpers, Inc., 
Brings Yule Cheer To 


AFRA, Equity Jobless 


Jack Barry, emcee of “Juvenile 
Jury” and “Life Begins at 80,” has, 
teamed up with legit and radio| 





Claus service during the Christ- 


mas season to homes, clubs, etc., 
with unemployed AFRA and, 
Equity members portraying the be- 
whiskered gent. Present plans call 


rolls getting into the act, indicat- 
ing the seriousness now attached 
by management to the scripters’ 
fight for minimum basie agree- 
ments. RWG strike was suspended 
last Thursday (5) and negotiations 


‘resumed that day after. both sides 
| agreed to certain “conditions,” 


Second huddle was held Friday 
(6) and a third yesterday (Tues.). | 
Among those represented on the! 
management side were four major 
advertisers — Procter & Gamble, | 
Lever Bros., General Foods and | 
General Mills; and a trio of the| 
major agencies—J. Walter Thomp- | 
son, Compton, and Sullivan, Stauf- 
fer, Colwell & Bayles. 

RWG, meantime, has conducted 
annual elections, which were at- 
tended by a stormy meeting of the 


for the hiring of about 25 Santas, 
who'll get scale pay. 

Barry-Strauss outfit, named 
| Santa’s Helpers, Inc., has set up 
; |New York offices and will break 
agentment in the RTDG talks. ads in the metropolitan area of- 

Ask 2-Week Study Period fering the services of Santas at $15, 

Guild tossed the agency - pack- | per half-hour, $50 for a full eve- | 
ager group a proposed agreement |ning’s party. Service will be avail-| 
covering (1) recognition (2) Guild | able throughout December. 


prone ha a cep + (4) If hae pre . pd said pn be | ANGLE JOAN DAVIS FOR 
audition practices and fees va- | expanded to other cities next vear. 
: FRIDAY CBS GF SPO 


cations with pay, and (6) air cred-| Strauss introduced it on a limited 
its. Guild toppers contended the | basis last Christmas in Hollywood. | 
| Now that Joan Davis has switched 


fb gag are not only a 
ut are in every case conditions > 4 
Ward Ingrim Ad Chief ‘from the William Morris office, 
Of Don Lee Network MCA is moving in via Young & 


or terms which are at present in 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. pope ~ agency in a bid to wrap 


tee which has been huddling with | 
RWG, that the same committee or | 
, a similar small group would be em- 
powered to carry the ball for man- 


Guild’s eastern regional in N. Y. 
Monday night (8). Erik Barnouw 
was re-elected national president. 

Storm arose over many mem- 


(Continued on page 41) 








force in at least one instance. 
Agency - packager proup looked | 
ever the proposed agreement, 
(Continued on page 34) | 


| Ward Ingrim is leaving the John | 
. | Blair Co. Nov. 15 to join Don Lee Friday night CBS General Foods 
SYNDIC ATE LOOMING AS po perenne gor e ponecoed slot, if GF goes through with its 
_of advertising. Post newly created! . : 
iby Lewis Allen Weiss, prez of | Cancellation of the 
WINX, D. . PURCHASER | coast chain, embraces selling, ad-| Jane” show. 
Weshintien Mev. 0 |vertising and promotion. Ingrim| Miss. Davis has been among 
Howard Stark >see ye the | the hareay Reeng a0d > mg ee lense wee ee 
s , ctor he late Tom Breneman headed up | ,:)......, i 
radio department of Smith-Davis, kilocycles this season. 


i the San Francisco station in 1936. | ” 
radio and newspaper brokers, was| Ingrim assumes the duties of | She also lacked a national sponsor, 
in town last week representing 


; Sydney Gaynor. being co-oped on CBS. 
possible customers for WINX. - - ss 


WINX and WINX-FM belong to 
the Washington Post which recent- 
ly acquired WTOP, 50,000-watt 
CBS station in Washington. Under 
the duopoly rule, the Post must 
dump its present affiliates before 








1947 Radio Profits in 6.19, Drop 


Last year | 


it can take over WTOP. 


Stark’s clients are said to con- 


sist of a syndicate made up of 
Washington and out-of-town 
people. Washington’ Post paid 


$500,000 for WINX. 


the vicinity of $250,000 
little local watter. 


Unity Preems KFMV 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

KFMV, sponsored by 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, made its formal bow tonight 


for 





(9) with the first of two dedi- 
eatory programs. Second, tomor- 
row (Wed.) night, will feature a 


non-duplicating array of top civic. 


leaders and show biz names. 
Station is first of three ILGWU 
(Unity Broadcasting) stations to be 
opened formally. Chattanooga is 
now airing on informal basis. 
me Y: 
missions within 60 days. 


Interna- 


However, un-| 
loading price will probably be in| 
the | 


is expected to sjgrt trans-| 


on broadcast business. 


Washington, Nov. 9. 

Despite a gain of 12.8[o in rev- 
enues, profits of standard radio 
stations and networks during 1947 
were down 6.1% from the previous 
year, FCC reported last week in 
the first of a series of tabulations 
The drop 
in income resulted from an in- 
crease in industry expenses of 
18.60 over 1946. 

Also outstanding in Commission 
data were figures showing that sta- 
tions without network affiliations 
increased their profits in 1947 by 
17°o while the affiliates did 7.7‘ o 
less than the previous year. 

The FCC tabulations covered 
four national and three regional 
networks and 1,464 standard sta- 
tions. Stations having time sales 
of less than $25,000 were not re- 
quired to report. 

Commission said 
crease in 





that the in- 
industry revenues was 


Despite Gain of 12.8% in Revenue 


mainly attributable to a gain of 


27°o in time sales to local adver- ' 


tisers. Non-network time sales to 
national and regional advertisers 
jumped 10° in 1947 while network 
time sales remained virtually un- 
changed from 1946. 

Networks and their 27 owned 
and operated stations accounted 
for 28.7°o of total industry rev- 
enues and 27° of industry income 
(before Federal tax) in 1947. The 


“The Journey of the Magi’’.. 





From the Production Centres 





Wilbur.S. Pratt, ex-chief of the American-controlled radio in Berlin, 
His last position was official radio spokes- 


star of “Life Can Be Beautiful,” 


prepping video series on “Mexicana,” using native music and films she 
i} has made below the Rio Grande....Robert J. Landry has penned 
preface for published version of Bruce Stauderman’s radio verse drama, 
.. Adelaide Hawley, the Fashion Flashes” 


lady, ticketed for lectures at City College tonight (Wed.) and next 


week....ABC staffers 


Earl Wild, 


pianist-conductor, and Chauncey 


Kelley, conductor, sail next Tuesday (16) for a European tour, with 


| dates scheduled in London, Paris and Rome. 


Ralph Staub, producer of Columbia “Screen Snapshots,” doing a film 


briefie about disk jocks... 


.Nancy Lee Waring, formerly with the Allan 
Meltzer public relations firm, has opened her own office... 


NBC pro- 


gram veepee Ken Dyke, and his bride, off on a European honeymoon. 


Back in a month 


ships,” 


Adam Hats bought a series of daily spots on the 
Lanny & Ginger Grey stanza (\WMGM) 


..."*Teen-Age Music Scholar- 


half-hour stanza showcasing young talent, gets a network audi- 


tion by Mutual tomorrow night (Thurs.), 8-8:30, from the Longacre. 
Olin Downes will emcee, with Roger White producing and Sylvan Levin 
batoning a 39-piece orch....Paul S. Wilson, with Adam J. Young, Jr., 
Inc., since its inception, has been named veepee and general sales man- 


ager of the station rep outfit. 
Helen Claire added to the cast 


of “Our Gal Sunday’... . Jeanette 


Dowling and John Gibson with “David Harum”....Arthur Vinton to 


“Lorenzo Jones’’....Santos Ortega 


added by “Front Page Farrell’. 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau is revising its “Radio Families USA— 
1948” to conform with revised census estimates of state populations. 
Louis Housman, of CBS promotion, copped top award with his cocker 
spaniels at Queensboro Kennel club last week. 

Frederick Opper, ABC’s London correspondent, married Monday 


(8) in N. 
xuide. 
in a month.. 


me 


to Katherine C. Blanchard, managing editor of Screen 
He flew back to England afterward and she’ll join him there 
Drew Pearson to get an honorary doctor of humanities 


degree from William Jewell College, Liberty, Mo., tomorrow (Thurs.) 
....WOR sold twice-a-week tab on the “Deems Taylor Concert” to 


Dolcin Tablets... 
fame” on his CBS cross-the-board 
performers each week....Fatima 


Herb Shriner has instituted a 


“hall of vaudeville 
stanza, featuring different oldtime 
cigarets reported so pleased with 


its Basil Rathbone radio spots that Newell-Emmett is building a show 


around him for the client. 


..Friends heard from John Guedel, on 


the Coast, that he and his wife have adopted their second child, a yirl, 


from the 


Radio Dial’ for 400 media execs, 


‘radie in Evanston, Ill.... 


NBC to screen its “Behind Your 
agency and advertiser toppers and 


top talent Nov. 22 at the Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof....WOR 


prexy Ted Streibert elected to the board of Ward Baking. 


Red 


Benson has taken over as permanent emcee on Mutual’s “Take a 


Number.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Les Weinrott parked here through the holidays to ride herd on, the 
two all-star Wrigley shows over CBS. He'll set ’em up, take a hand 
at writing, producing and flip the cues on Thanksgiving and Christmas 


day 


.. Jack McCoy, who has been emceeing “Sunrise Salute” on KNX 


for the past 18 months, can now get that early ayem shuteye he has 


been missing. 


Lundberg, commentator on KXLA, 
fore election and has the script to prove it. 


He upped and quit for the later time slots... 


Dan 
predicted a Truman win night be- 
He also called the turns 


on the party tickets before convention time and has the scripts to 


prove that, too. 


If the Smithsonian Institute is interested in his Nov. 


1 script we may be able to swing it for them....And just to prove 


bers’ opposition to a proposal, sub-| that miracles can happen twice in one week, Newscaster Sam Hayes 
mitted by the agencies and ac-| holed out in one at Lakeside for which feat he won a case of Wheaties, 


| his long time sponsor....Bob Forward pulled out as assistant program 
| director at Don Lee after nine years with the network....Sam Levine 


| being shipped out by Mutual to set 


up “Golden Hope Chest,” half hour 


| daytime strip which Ben Alexander emcees and gives away stuff like 


| mad. 


| 
H 


It fills the time niche left 


nin 
| Croft will be 


| 
| 


| 6s 
| 


vacant by cancellation of “Heart's 


Desire.”....Walter Lurie has come and gone and every Mutual house 
job felt the effect of his master touch. Among the fresh starters win- 
g his approval is a situash comedy piece called “Cinderella O’Toole”’ 
,over to Musie Corp. of America! written by Sol Sacks and to be directed by Myron Dutton. Mary Jane 
piney’ in the audition... 
'con” to the coast for fresh casting and more nibblesome sponsor bait 

...Jon Slott and Emil Frank teamed up to turn out a series of 52 
Opera Miniatures” for Cardinal transcriptions....Bob Hope and Jack 
up a deal for her takeover of the Benny are going calling on each other, with Bob saying “and here is 


Mutual may move “The Fal- 


is” first.... Frank Cooper rounding up performers for his modern min- 
| strel show, which ABC would like for both radio and tele. Snag Werris 
|is writing the audition scrip. ...Burritt Wheeler moving over to KNX 


\IN CHICAGO... 


| 
| 
prez of the Central [llinois Radio 
them in Birmingham week of Nov. 


—— 


“Mr. Ace & from KFI for one of those daytime participators. 


Mike Henry bows out of WBBM’s sales staff Dee. 1 to take over as 


Corp....“Ladies Be Seated” seats 
22 in connection with the southern 


city’s Xmas festival....‘“Nora Drake” renewed by Toni on both NBC 
and CBS... Jackpot on WGN’s “Calling All Detectives” is at an all- 


time high of $1,020....Frank Pellegrin, sales manager of ‘Transit 
Radio, talking on bus broadcasting at Wednesday’s (10) meet of the 
Chi Radio Management Club....Gloria Ann Breneman, 20-year-old 
daughter of the late Tom Breneman, replaces Patsy Lee as “Breakfast 


| Bob Guilbert, NBC continuity 


biz-vacash trip. . 
NBC’s midwest division. . 


Club” songstress during week of Nov. 13....Studebaker has signed for 
| Norm Barry’s thrice weekly newscasts on WMAQ through Roche, Wil- 
liams & Cleary... Rita Ascot’s weekly commuting takes her to N.Y. 
for her role in “Ma Perkins,” then back to Chi for weekends. 


acceptance ed, and Les Weinrott, 


producer of “Meet the Meeks,” motoring to Coast on a combined 
Marge Niess upped to asst. promotion manager for 
.Kudner Agency named last week to handle 


radio and tele media for Admiral Corp., with Cruttenden & Eger con- 
tinuing to place space....Rex Maupin, ABC musical director, is 50 
Noy. 25....Art Mercier, WBBM announcer, off for Crowley, La., where 
he will serve as one of the judges in the national duck-calling contest 

--“Hint Hunt” set for originations at the Armour Gymnasium during 
week of Nov. 29 in connection with the International Livestock Ex- 


position 
WBBM Nov. 14... 
“It's Your Life.” 


nets and their 11 key stations ac- | 


counted for 25.480 of total rev-| 


enues and 22.63°°o of total income. 
Aililiated 
57.320 of revenues and 67.13°% of 
income while non-affiliated outlets 
got 13.97°o of total revenues and 
5.61°o of total income. 

The aggregate income of the 
networks and stations, before Fed- 
eral taxes, during 1947 was ap- 
proximately $72,000,000 Total 

(Continued on page 30) 


stations accounted for! 


GRIM’S KAI-SHEK AWARD 
Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 
George Grim, WCCO newscaster 
and analyst, was awarded Victory 
medal by government of Gener- 


alissimo Chiang Kai - Shek in 
China. 
Award was for 18 months of 


wartime service in Chungking «s 
radio adviser to Chinese govern- 
ment. 


Marion Sheppard starts her 14th year aS a secretary at 
Maraleita Dutton flacking Ben Park’s new series, 


‘On Trial’ Two Ways 


“On Trial,” the ABC 


current 


issues pro-and-con series, will re- 
turn to the ether Nov. 22 as a dual 
AM-TV program. 

Telecast, on ABC's eastern hook- 


up, will be aired at 8-8:30 p.m., 
with the radio version hitting the 
iweb at 10:30. 
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- PARLAYING COIN WITH KNOW-HOW 


Comedy Writer-Director Status Quo 
On Coast Leaves N.Y. TV Shelves Bare 


With the top comedy shows 
radio still emanating from the 
Coast (with no indication that the 
situation will change), and with 
New York definitely established as 
the key’ production center for 
comedy-variety slanted television 
programs, the New York-berthed 
top radio directors and writers are 
becoming the salt of the TV earth. 

It would appear that, with the 
upped tele programming activity, 
the scripters and directors capable 
of translating their know-how into 
video are conspicious by their ab- 
sence on the Gotham scene. 

About a year ago, the networks 
were drumming up the eventuality 
of simultaneous showcasing of top 
radio shows on television, which 
would have resulted in many Coast 
shows moving east. That would 
have solved the _ writer-director 
problem in New York. But the 
boys apparently guessed wrong on 
that one, for simultaneous AM-TV 
programming has played but a 
small role in the TV picture, with 
little likelihood of a boom ex- 
pected. 

With but isolated exceptions, as 
in the case of the Kudner agency’s 
Ed Cashman moving east for the 
two-way Texaco Star Theatre AM- 
TV spread, the status quo prevails, 
with the top comedy show writers 
and directors remaining on the 
Coast. The tele gap in New York 
on that type of creative talent has 
yet to be filled. 

The heightened bidding in re- 
cent weeks for such personalities 
as Irving Mansfield and Nat Hiken 
berthed in 


who are permanently 
New York, has accented the situa- 
tion 





Election Sponsors 


Get a Free Ride 


One-shot bankrolling of Election 
Night on the major radio and tele- 
vision networks—the first time 
they've sold this public service— 
turned into the biggest sponsor 
free ride in broadcasting history. 


Nets had underpriced their Elec- ' 


tion Night packages, to begin with, 
evidently in the belief it was better 
to get partly off the hook than not 
at all, as in the past. They had 
counted, however, upon the “show” 
being well over by midnight. 

As it turned out, of course, the 
show went on straight through the 
night and well into the following 
morning, with the sponsors, whose 
deals were effective until “signoff,” 
getting hours more—in fact, virtu- 
ally triple—the amount of air time 
they had counted upon. 

It’s impossible to calculate the 
actual time-and-talent value of the 
Election Night shows, which ran 
from 11 to 14 hours, but it is a cer- 
tainty that, all told, it ran into sev- 
eral hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars more than the actual tabs. 

Chevrolet, for example, paid 
NBC about $125,000, and expected 
to get about four hours, but in- 
Stead got 12. (Pact agreed: the 
sponsorship would be effective ‘as 
long as public interest was main- 
tained” and the auto outfit could 
have held the net to it until 11:15 
a.m., when Dewey conceded, but 
let web out of the obligation at 8 
a. m.). Chevvy conservatively got 
triple its money’s worth, consider- 
ing the high-salaried talent which 
went with the deal and the un- 
doubtedly large audience which 
kept tuned straight through. 

‘Hooper checked listening only 
to 11 p.m., but Nielsen and prob- 
ably also Sindlinger—latter in 
Philadelphia only—may come up 
with reports on extent of the all- 
night dialing.) 

Chevvy’s commercials during the 
12-hour ride totaled up to 30 min- 
utes 40 seconds. 

The story was similar on the 
other nets, with Nash Motors on 
CBS and CBS-TV, Life magazine 
on NBC-TY, Kaiser-Frazer on ABC 
and ABC-TV, and Curtis Publish- 
ing Co. on Mutual all collecting 
heavy bonuses from the upset, 


in¢-—s 





WNOE’s Negro Forum 


New Orleans, Nov. 9 

WNOE is the first here to ap- 
point a public relations director in 
charge of Negro programs. Named 
to the post Wednesday (3) was O. 
C. W. Taylor, Negro school princi- 
pal. 

He will act as moderator of a 
program to be known as the Negro 
Forum, presented each Sunday 
morning. 

The station wiii aiso add shortly 
a 15-minute news and sports broad- 
cast under the sponsorship of Gen- 
eral Longshoremen Workers Union 


1419, Negro. 
Taylor is the first Negro in the 
city to handle a radio program. 





Buyers Market 
For Stations; 
Prices Diving 


Washington, Nov. 

It's a buyer’s market in a 
cast stations and the price of the 
outlets has dived substantially in 
the past year, industry people say. 
Where a station sold for five times 
earnings before taxes a year ago, 
today the price is down to three 
times earnings before taxes in the 
average deal. 

Situation sharpens up a point 
made in the proposed Hoover Com- 
mission report that the Federal 
Communications Commission be 
obliged to warn newcomers into 
the field that they are liable to find 
themselves in an economic buzz- 
saw. 

Some industry people say that 
radio, like motion pictures, is cur- 
rently going through a shake-down 
and recession at a time when, in 
most American industry, profit is 
at an all-time high. 

It’s reported here that as many 
as 50° of the new stations which 
have gone on the air in the past 
vear or so have been operating 
constantly in the red. Some are 
running out of working capital and 
are expected to be in real trouble 
in coming months, 

Talk in Washington is that up- 
wards of 100 AM stations could be 
picked up immediately from own- 
ers if they could merely get out 
from under without suffering a loss. 
And as for FM stations, the feeling 
is that most.of them can be had. 
There is always a buyer for a good, 
money-making station. Trouble is 
that operators are trying to get rid 
of outlets which have never made 
a dime and have no particular 
prospects. 

Most of the new station owners, 
say the industry biggies, dived into 
the broadcasting business immed- 
iately after the war, 
that it was not only colorful busi- 
ness but also offered fantastic 
profits. These people were fooled 
by the wartime situation in which 


ceili 


in the belief | 


the lid was on and no new stations | 


could be built. At that time, the 
existing stations were offered more 
business than they could handle. 
One reason was the paper shortage 
which diverted advertising from 
newspapers and magazines to 
broadcast stations. 


WJAS, Pitt., Loses News 
Client After 15 Years 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 

WJAS will lose half of one of its 
best and oldest accounts after first 
of vear when Kaufman's depart- 
ment store switches its 6:30 p.m. 
newseast with Beckley Smith to 
KQV. Program has been running 
now, six nights weekly, on the lo- 
cal CBS outlet for nearly 15 years. 





Kaufmann’s, however, will keep 
Smith on WJAS in his noontime 
slot. 


WOO BANKS FOR | 
AM FLING IN TV 


Washington, Nov. 9 

A plan to interest banks and 
insurance companies in financing 
television stations for experienced 
radio station operators is being 
broached to the financial institu- 
tions by Smith-Davis, newspaper 
and radio station brokers. Diselos- 
ure of this came last week from 
Howard E. Stark, director of the 
Smith-Davis radio department, who 
refused, however, to disclose de- 
tails of the firm’s proposal. 

Situation in TV is such that, up 
to now, it has been a rich man’s 
game. A roster of those with sta- 
tions reveals the license holders to 
be almost entirely concentrated 
among the networks, motion pic- 
ture companies, set manufacturers, 
newspapers, department _ stores, 
Texas oil millionaires and large 
corporations like AVCO. 

Because the tab is so heavy, rel- 
atively few AM _ station owners 
have come forward to bid for chan- 
nels, despite the fact, according to 
Stark, that “the FCC wants people 
in television who have grown up 
with the broadcasting industry.” 

“Television,” says Stark, 
only major business being financed 
today entirely out of personal 
wealth. The reasons are that the 
banks and insurance companies re- 
gard it as too speculative and, in 
some states like New York, insur- 
ance laws hamstring that type of 
investment. 

“The banks and insurance com- 
panies don’t know television and 
we are trying to explain it to them. 
We are pointing out to the financial 
institutions that they missed the 
boat on AM radio financing. Now 
that television is here they should 
climb on the bandwagon. It helps 
them to get more diversification 
in their lending. 

“We know also that no major 
business in the United States has 
ever expanded to its ultimate pos- 
sibility without bank credit.” 

Six Stations On Block? 


Talk in the industry is that the 
Thackrey TV station in California, 
which is sold to Warner Bros., sub- 
ject to FCC approval, is not the 
only one to go on the market. At 
least five others—two already oper- 
ating and three in construction— 
need additional financing so badly 
that unless they get it, they may 
have to be put on the auction block. 

Industryites guess that, up to 
now, no television station has made 
money and possibly as many as 
only one or two are breaking even. 


Reason the AM _ broadcasters 
need help to get into video is that, 
during the war, when they were 
making big money, Uncle Sam was 
taking most of it back in the form 
of excess profits. Those were the 
peak vears and the station owners 
couldn’t build up a backlog of cash 


to take advantage of all the new 
developments. Today the good AM 
stations are competing ~ for the 


advertiser’s dollar with FM and 
video. 


























etty, But D. C. 


Ponders on Guy Named Johnson 





Same Hymn, Different a 
- Chicago, Nov. 9. 
“Club Time,” the hymnal series 
bankrolled by Club Aluminum, 
planned to salute Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey on its Nov. 9 ABC broadcast 
by playing his favorite hymn, 
“Faith of Our Fathers.” Election 
returns caused an about face, how- 
ever, and it was decided to play 
President Truman’s favorite. 


ABC called on _ its Kansas 
affiliate, KCMO, to find out the 
|\Chief  Executive’s’ preference. 


“is the 


‘third of CFRB’s audience. 


KCMO couldn’t reach him so they 
tried his sister, Mary Truman, who 
said her brother’ s fave was ‘Faith 
of Our Fathers.” 


Toronto Power 
Lack Causes 


3-Way Snarl 


CBS, Ward Wheelock and Proc- 
ter & Gamble, agencies on the 
Campbell Soup and Jack Smith 
shows, find themselves in an un- 
usual predicament as result of a 
power shortage in Toronto. Due to 
the power famine, Harry Sedg- 
wick’s 50,000-watt CFRB is being 
shut off to Toronto listeners for 45 
minutes a day (7 to 7:45 p.m.), with 
the “blackout” going into effect 
Monday (8). 

Affected by the power clamp are 
the brace of CBS shows, Jack 
Smith (P&G) and “Club 15” (Camp- 
bell), plus a Canadian-sponsored 
15-minute musical for Imperial To- 
bacco. 

Toronto 





listeners represent a 


In ex- 


‘change for the loss of this segment, 


Sedgwick has agreed to a playback 
of the Smith, *‘Club 15” shows the 
following afternoon. Thus, Sedg- 
wick points out, the clients would | 
be getting a larger audience than | 
usual, for in addition to the two- | 
thirds (outside Toronto) nighttime | 
audience, the afternoon pickup rep- 
resents half again as many listen- | 
ers as the station gets at night. 

Ward Wheelock, on the other | 
hand, wants the station to play back 
the show for Toronto audiences 
later in the evening. The station’s 
schedule doesn't permit for that. 
And there the situation rests. 


HAYWARD’S PHILLY POST 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 
Hayward, former general 
KWSC, in Pullman, 
Washington, has been named di- 
rector of advertising, promotion 
and public relations for the Phila- 





Fred 
manager of 


delphia Inquirer stations, WFIL, 
WFIL-TV, WFIL-FM and WFIL 
Facsimile, 


Daytim imers to Huddle on Plea to Govt. 
Re Mex Easing Clear Channel Bar 


Washington, Nov. 

More than 100 owners of (a 
stations have been called to a con- 
ference here Nov. 22 to unite in 
urging the American Government 
to intercede with Mexico to let 
down the bars on nighttime use 
of six class 1-A clear channels on 
which the neighbor country now 
holds priority. 

Support of the stations was 
enlisted by Howard B. Hayes, pres- 
ident of the Daytime Petitioners 
Assn., part-owner of WPIX, Alex- 
andria, Va. The association is seek- 
ing to clear for fulltime use the 
frequencies 730, 800, 900, 1050, 
1220 and 1570 ke. Two of these. 
1050 ke and 1220 ke, are used at 
night by WMGM, New York and 
WGAR, Cleveland, respectively, 
tinder special arrangement. The 
remainder are restricted to day- 


jtime use in the U.S. and provide 


the signals which powerful Amer- 

ican-controlled transmitters send 
out from across the border to 
peddie medicines, merchandise and 


magazines. 
The association contends the 
agreement with Mexico’ which 


restricts the use of the frequen — 
is no longer valid and that the day- 


time stations should not be re- | 
quired to wait until the matter is 


explored at future international 
conferences. 

Negotiations to break down the 
daytime restrictions on the fre- 
quencies, the association informed 
its members, have been delayed by 
problems arising under the North 
American Regional Broadcasting 
Agreement (NARBA). However, 
DPS said, “we now feel that success 
may be achieved by renewing out 
efforts now both at FCC and the 
State Dept.” 


Washington, Nov. 9. 

A Federal Communications Com- 
mission in solid with no chance of 
any legislation to weaken its 
powers is being forecast here as a 
result of President Truman’s sur- 
prise victory at the polls last week. 
Any thoughts that big stations 
might have grown bigger at the ex- 
pense of the small operators and 
the Commission can be packed in 
the mothballs, say the local seers 
(not pollsters). 

Here is the way it looks in radio: 

1. There appears to be no ques- 
tion that FCC chairman Wayne 
Coy will serve out his full term 


|and continue as a powerhouse on 


the Commission. On the other 
hand, G.O.P. appointee Robert F. 
Jones, whom many guessed would 





Also Vs. Sin 


Washington, Nov. 9. 

With the anticipated acces- 
sion of Sen. Edwin C. Johnson 
(D., Col.) as chairman of the 
Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee, the radio boys will 
have a lot to do with him in 
the next four years. 

And they’re not too happy 
over the fact that, as one key 
broadcaster put it: ‘“We’re up 
against a guy who’s opposed to 








Sunday advertising, liquor- 
beer commercials—and sex.” 
enema, 


be Thomas E. Dewey’s choite for 
chairman, will continue as a 
minority member of the commis- 
sion and its principal dissenter. 
2. The pre-election talk dealt 
with such things .as a _ possible 
ripper law to terminate the present 
FCC and substitute an entirely new 
one. There were also reports that 
the NAB would make a new try: at 
getting laws to limit the Commis- 
sion to technical policing of the 
ether and routine issuance of 
licenses and renewals. In Com- 
mission circles it is felt that there 


(Continued on page 28) 


Decision Due On 
Puerto Rico Grant 


Washington, Nov. 6. 

A decision as to whether the 
House Select Committee to inves- 
tigate the FCC will journey to 
Puerto Rico soon to hold hearings 
on the Commission’s licensing of a 
commercial station to the island 
government will . probably be 
reached this week, VARIETY learned 
today (9). 

Although the Committee chair- 
man, Rep. Forest A. Harness (R., 
Ind.), was defeated for reelection, 
he is understood to be seriously 
considering taking a majority of 
the membership to the territory to 
look into the Commission's action, 
It is expected the investigation 
would last at least a week. 

Recently, three staff investiga- 
tors of the Committee visited the 
islands on a preliminary probe of 
the FCC grant of a 10kw station 
on 940kc to WIPR, appropriations 
for which were authorized by the 
insular government. Private broad- 
casters are opposing the station, 
which is almost ready to Begin op- 
eration, on the ground of unfair 
competition. A report of the staff 
is now before Rep. Harness. 


Griffith’s KEPO Sale 
(487) for $345, 000 


El Paso, Tex., Nov. 

Application has been att hy to 
the FCC by H. C. Griffith, sole 
owner of KEPO, for sale of the 
outlet for a total consideration of 
more than $345,606 to KEPO, ftnc. 
Griffith would be prez of the new 
group with 52.25% interest. 

Other stockholders are his asso- 
ciates in KWFT, Wichita Falls. 
These include among others, Ken- 
yon Brown, Agnes Doyle Rowley, 
i. H. Rowley and Frank M. Dowed. 
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Estimated Weekly Network Program Costs: 1948-'49 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, 
: ; ‘ . ry > ~ ps oJ " Vi ~~ ee 
Writers. Rovalties, Freelance Directors, Transportation, Prizes, Etc., But Not Commercial 
? = Ry ‘ . . rete ‘ : 
Announcers, Agency Directors, Agency Commission or Time Charges 


Agencies listed by initials are Dancer-Fitzge rald-Sample; Foote, Cone & Belding; Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield; Batten, Barton, 





poe ee lon naner rection Frank & Anne Humoert.) 
Durstine & Osborn; Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles. | Produced under general direction of 














NET HEAD 
~ 7 " 
PROGRAM — 2. or ice on ARR ee 
. ; ‘o-0} varies Vanda , ‘orman-Conli 
Abbott & Costello # ar eye tale Foods Young & Rubicam Ed Duerr ; Norman Pokal 
Aldrich : amily | oe as ‘RBS 6 500 Miles Labs 7 ee Wade Louis G. Cowan......Norman Barasch 
————— | See as 25.000 Ford J. Walter Thompson Howard Reilly ...- Fred Allen 
Fred Allen TrLT Ae. ane a ‘280 USAAF Gardner Staff ae Mel Allen 
Mel Allen Se oat NBC 5,500 Baver-Phillips ..D-F-S . Frank Hummert ......Statf 
— ha ao MBS 1.000 Universal Carloading Raymond Spector . Theodore Granik ..... ; 
American Forum l MBS 750 American Bird Products.. Weston Barnett Arthur Barnett ... Weston Barnett 
Setioen Rate Warnes ‘BS 22,000 Lever Bros ...-.-+--Ruthrauff & Ryan Glenn Middleton......Robert Ross 
rene ap oe rae ak br 1,250 Se ee eee: J. Walter Thompson...Ken MacGregor......Carl Jampel 
gga oe ee ela la ABC 2000 General Mills ......... Knox-Reeves James Jewell ........¢ James Jewell 
, oo ty ggg eee CBS 2.750 ee oe eT ee Ruthrauff & Ryan ....Bob Steele............Various 
— — ET TRIES CBS 6.000 WONTON 2s ok cease eeweenes Ruthrauft & Ryan.....Bill Bureh....... .....Pat Buttram 
—- oy ghd aban at NBC 2500  Lyons-Phillips ......... D-F-S _*Fred Weihe ....... Ruth Borden 
Backstage Wife Pr Te NBC 5 500 Cities Service..........- Ellington James Haupt..........Agency Stafl 
or 2 See Pare..... MBS 1.300 Mutual Benefit ..........Ruthrautf & Ryan MOD DIOOIe.. 5. se caee -Heetor Che\ igny 
eee cee Senay TROP. ++: NBC 25,000 Eueey Bevine. .. 15 oe ce ses BBD&O .. Hilliard Marks........Sam Perrin 
SOee AON «--- ++. bk aa NBC 3.500 Prudential EGS Benton & Bowles Herb Leder reer My Ny 
ily: ot id al at dela NBC 25.000 Standard Brands.......;. J. Walter Thompson. .Earl Ebi eoeee.-LeNO Klinker 
Bdgar Berge... ..scccescess NBC 1060 Volupte “ceceess: Muirshon-Garfield .....dack Byrne.......... Jack Byrne 
Better Half............--.. noe 8.000 Procter & Gamble........D-F-S ware ee Tom MekKnight.......Hal Kanter 
—e_ ea Saas © CHS 2.500 Procter & Gamble....... Compton bo sie bese bo ee ... Julian Funt 
ee epee Veenesnner tse ++ NBC 7.500 oS) ee EINE ©, cv e'eex 644 Bernard Procktor..... Various 
Cm #7 At RA MARE DERE NBC 5500 Raa Meek, sss ae eon Rain Jerry McGill .... Jerry McGill 
+ dk haa pak: NBC 9.500 OEE EE Re ee er Win. Esty .....-Glenhall Taylor.......John Greene 
Mtendie niga i BC 4,000 Bristol-Myers ...........- DC&ES .Ed Wolf Assoc..;.....Joseph Kane 
ao, oe Bank ee ee A BC 2,500 Swift seecceees sd. Walter Thompson CIE FECCTEOR \<5a53s 3 
ene MPs «vv nd ood ap General Mills .......... Tatham-Laird Bie 
Philco .....-Hutchins + daar ial cieiba ine 
; , <9 . Sy ee er Car IOTCOE.. v.00 .Colvig-Pierce 
Breakfast Ge Hollywood .... rs 0 rye Gheriing 20) rere er D- aa 5 pss wie, DERE VAND BOOGIE co 40 8 6 John Reddy 
ewe . — ehaone Genet NBC 2.000 Procter & Gamble.......D-F- Pt Arthur Hanna.........Orin 7 ovroyv 
—. “Alles  eewvaaes See 16.000 General Foods ........ Benton & Bowles ee ee? Paul Henning 
ne sas a ange ttehle te NBC 11.500 Colgate .... Sherman & Marquette Joe Rines se -Henry lloople ° 
—_ . oe NBC 20,000 Pabst ; Warwick & Legler Manning Ostroff......Irving Elinson 
Eddie Cantor ee eewereesers MBS 9750 Wander Co. & Co-op _ Hill Blackett Kirby Hawks ..ee-- Lou Scofield 
Caps. rage RAAHIS HS A BC 6.500 American Oil € Katz Robert Swan .....George Maynard 
’ oe Gas ens ernertsa 2? CBS 9.000 General Foods ..».. Young & Rubicam Sam Fuller .o..-dack Douglas 
ee Se + oy ssh ee se nese, MBS 2 000 Cudahy Packing poses CpPant Jock MacGregor...... Various 
een Shee x othe NBC 15.000 Du Pont rg ee BBD&O George Kondolf ... Freelance 
Setennaie | ot America Ride NBC 3.000 Lewis-Howe Roche, Wms. & Cleary Dick Porter ee 
Carmen Cc avanere . See: 3c 1.750 Quaker Oats Sherman & Marquette Fred Flowerday .Fran Striker 
Challenge of the Yukon .. — 750) Champion Spark Plug McManus, John & Harry Wismer 
Champion Roll Call ABC ‘ amplot syria . : 

‘ ; . 3 3.500 Ralston-Purina Gardner Chas. & Will Brown Chas. & Will Brown 
Checkerboard ny tet or ; 750 Christian Science Pub. Soc.H. B. Humphrey Jessie Maas -Erwin D. Canham 
Christian — CBS 15.000 Campbell Ward Wheelock \iurray Bolen Carroll Carroll 
Club 1S ABC 1.000 Club Aluminum Leo Burneit -Henry Selinger : Klaine Kus 
Club — ae NBC 8.500 Carnation Erwin-Wasey .C. H. Cottington 
Contented baataans eet: BC 3.000 Universal Match schwimmer & Scott Phillips H. Lord .. .Palmer Thompson 
»psoantonye- aa See CBS 2.000 Borden be Kenvon & Eckhardt Leonard Carlton Bob Quigley 
rie sting ee SS ; CBS 5.000 Toni Shim poo - FC&B John Dietz .... Alonzo Deen Cole 

“4 eee ne ee ABC 3,000 General Mills 6.985 beet eee ees ; -Bill Doughten “ea JO Lyons 
matey “ot , ABC 28.500 Philco A od Rb we PRUSOMING: iS wise BEd Se -Bill Morrow .... Bill Morrow 
+ san maga ily “5 tala ie ety NBC 2.500 A are ees ee CEOME.Y i OV = resem at Harry Holcombe , 
peer Dallas . ~ eax sid: NBC 2,250 Phillips ses 68 peters D-F-S a Pie << “Richard Leonard . Helen Walpole 
Vic SS Se NBC 6.500 ee PEN x, sek 0 8 hd Gardner Roland Martini ... Roland Martini 
Date With Judy. NBC 5,000 LCWISNIOWG. nc oboe Roche, Wms. & Cleary Helen Mack ».eoe...Aleen Leslie 

Dennis Day eee NBC 10,500 BE OR ae Oe aa Ted Bates Bill Harding sees Prank Galen 
Double or Nothing 4 Siar ih NBC 3,000 OME IE 2-5 5 0.5504 0s Wd Ward Wheelock ...Diana Bourbon...... -.Vetter-W ald 
Morton Downey eee 6,500 Bc fC ae D Arey vs ...Paul Lewis ; er Newt Slammer 
Dr Christian Aeendaabeee CBS 4.500 Chesebrough ......... Mc ann-Erickson .... Dorothy McCann..... Various 
Dr. ONE ES terrane NBC 3,500 RO vse fn as os 4 RAD Rs , Grant ..+...Warious +++. Various 
I a a ca Nena NBC 2.000 LS aa arenes se Grant iieeea . Various weer Various é 
OE ee eee ee eee CBS 2.500 TOM SAAMPoOo:: .i.i.0064.< FC&B ee eee eS eee Julian Funt 

ABC 
PO eo | a ee eee NBC 1,000 MGT AL sk vk oes tas Henri. Hurst & Alex Dreier 
MECIIODAIG noi eve 

DUG y 6 Tavert.. .i..8 iio cas NBC 13.500 Bristol-Myers .......... Young & Rubicam .. Tony Stanford ..... Vincent Bogert 

Jimmy Durante............ NBC 13.500 Came} pure ated a Wim. Estv Phi CONGH: fic ies: Stanlev Davis 

Electric Theatre eT ete, 9.000 Electric Cos. oeeeN, W. Ayer ..... Jdoseph Stauffer ......Robert Cenedella 

F.B.F. in Peace & War...... CBS 4.500 Procter & Gamble ......Biow ... Betty Mandeville...... Finke-Pelletier 

Family Hour of Stars........ CBS 10,000 Prudential .....Benton & Bowles .... Jack Johnstone ..... Ken Burton 
Fat Man ee eee TEE. ABC 4.500 Norwich Pharmacal ......Gumbinner ea E. J. Rosenberg....... Lawrence Klee 
Faye-Harris OTTCTTTT SS... 11,500 Rexall -+ +. BBD&O ....Paul Phillips soos. DICK Chevillat 
Festival ee are CBS 4.250 Longines-Wittnauer ..... Victor Bennett Alan Cartoun..........Harrison Cowan 
Fibber & Molly............ NBC 14,000 Bs SOONSOR:. 654 44-40 Necdham, Louis & 

Brorby Frank Pittman ......Don Quinn 

Jimmy Tidler TCC 3.500 og) ae SSC&B Hartfield Weedin...... Jimmy Fidler 
First Nighter _. CBS 3.000 Campana .....Wallace-Ferry- Hanley Joseph Ainley ....Various 
Fishing & Hunting Club.... MBS 2.500 Mail Pouch & Co-op. .#...Walker & Downing Victor Seydel -..-David Newell 
Ford Theatre ee ae kk 7, 15,000 Ford Motor ....Kenyon & Eckhardt ..Fleteher Markle. ..... Freelance 
Front Page Farrell......... NBC 2,250 Anacin D-F-S ...*Blair Walliser vos: VATIOUS 
Dorothy Fuidheim.......... ABC 500 Brotherhood of R.R. Tmn. Win. Von Zehle otaff ..eeeee Dorothy Fuldheim 
pO et 2 ee ABC 600 United Elect. Workers Weinstein Co. Staff soocsnmronur Gaeth 
Game of the Week.......... ABC 3.000 USAAF .. Gardner Thomas Velotta 2 
Gang busters sseeeeeess ABC 5.000 Procter & Gamble........ Benton & Bowles Philips H. Lord ...... Stanley Niss 
OE oo ABC 3.500 CU a a \iaxon Thomas Velotta:...... 

Give & Take ee ee on 3.500 Toni Shampoo ........ FC&B Jack Carney iy ae en 
Arthur Godfrey eacteas Ae 2.500 VOU. BSCR ca c ees MeceCann-Erickson Will Roland. . «sce. -Arthur Godtrey 

‘Davtime) 2.500 SS | ia Campbell-Mithun 
; 5,000 Chesterfield ...cccees Newell-Emmett 
Arthur Godtrey'’s Talent 
Scouts . CBS 6.500 BHORON cis seewseeen Young & Rubicam Irving Mansfield - 
Grand Central Station...... CBS 2.500 PIMOMUEY oon cee seeeden MeCann-Erickson .Martin Horrell Freelance 
Grand Ole Opry ... NBC 5,000 Came! -++..Wm. Esty -Al Foster ....Ed Birnbrver 
Grand Slam ees es CBS 4.500 Continental Baking Ted Bates Irene Beasley .. Lillian Schoen 
Great Gildersleeve NBC 11,000 Kratt , Needham, Louis & 
Brorby Fran van Hartesveldt Andy White 
Great Scenes from Great 
Plays .. MBS 10.000 Protestant Epise. Church H. B. Humphrey Bob Novak ....Various 
Greatest Story Tae le: 5,000 Goodvear : . Kudner Ravshow. Ine Henry Denker 
Guiding Light. . 2st ane, ae - 2.500 Procter & Gamble. ...... Compton -see++...Gordon Hughes ......lrna Phillips 
Hallmark Playhouse. ....... CBS 5,000 | a F-C-B Ws. tee diatns Dee Engiebach .o+.. Various 
David Harum PEAS Rah et <a 2.500 See eee Duane Jones ....... ‘Martha Atwell ..... Peggy Blake 
OS Serre ee NBC 5,500 Ns: 35. ee eaeneeeee ihn Mo eee ee eee Wendell Adams 
Gabriel Heatter.......... MBS 5,000 COED ivi vemicwsveetye.. ae eee Max Heatter ..... Gabriel Heatter 
eT eeeers terre ..Roy S. Durstine ‘ 
SS ee a Erwin Wasey jak 


R. B. Semler 
‘Continued on page 30) 








Benny’: $ Deal 


——am Continued from page 1 








Amusement Enterprise operation, 
already incorporated by Benny as 
a capital gains setup. 

In effect, it also puts NBC in 
the business of film production 
‘Amusement Enterprises has just 
completed its first pic), as well as 
a takeover of the other show biz 
facets involved, including  far- 
reaching plans. for television, 
Trammell is presently on_ the 
Coast wrapping up final details 

Had Paley succeeded in his Ben- 
ny coup, it would have meant the 
Harris-Faye program also moving 
over (‘as Benny goes so goes Har- 
ris’ is the “must” blueprint in 
this two-way setup. because of 
their integral program relation- 
ship.) Similarly, with Coca Cola 
grabbing off the Edgar Bergen 
show, it was a case of waiting to 
see where Benny went in order to 
reestablish the same Sunday night 
program sequence. Thus it’s con- 
sidered a foregone conclusion that 
Coca Cola will step into the Sun- 
day night at 8 NBC slot when 
Standard Brands relinquishes Ber- 
gen. 

That NBC was engineering its 
own “Project X” to counter the 
Paley move was hinted last week 
following the Varirry revelation 
of the CBS maneuvers. That. it 
was Wrapped up successfully in 
such swift order and with = so 
much coin involved will neverthe- 
less hit the trade with consider- 
able impact. 

it wasn’t expected. of course. 
that NBC would sit idly by and 
permit the rival network to grab 
off one of the most enviable bloc’s 
in radio historv—a sequence which 
has played a large part in NBC 
maintaining programming leader- 
ship, for NBC is still smarting un- 
der the blow that resulied in a 
partial disintegration of the web's 
sock Tuesday night lineup by CBS 
buying up the Amos ‘n’ Andy 
property. (‘Subsequent Hoopers, 
however, show that the back-to- 
back slotting of Fibber & Molly 
and Bob Hope on Tuesdays is as 
potent a parlay today as ever.) 

The intricacies and ramifications 
of the $4,000,000 purchase of Ben- 
ny and Amusement Enterprises, 
of course, are still to be fully 
crystallized. Benny. for one, will 
continue in the 7 o'clock segment 
which he has “owned” for the past 
few years—the first and last per- 
sonality in radio to capture con- 
trol of a time segment. 
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will be no important ¢hanges in 
the authority of the FCC. 

3. There will be a considerable 
drive to raise salaries of lop gov- 
ernment officials. Talk includes a 
salary boost for the radio commis 
sion from their present $10,000 
unnually to $15.000. There is a 
good chance of this. 

4. Rep. Forest A. Harness ‘R., 
Ind.) who was chairman of a spe- 
cial House ,Committee investigat- 
ing FCC, was beaten for reelection. 
His committee apparently was be- 
Ing given the needle to show FCC 
a rough time. This was a short- 
lived special Committee and there 
is little likelihood of it being con- 
tinued next vear. 

+. However, there has been at 
least one investigation of FCC by 
every Congress since the Com- 
mission began. Hence. if precedent 
holds good, there will be another 
somewhere in the 8Ist Congress 
during either 1949 or 1950. 

6. Big radio gets a setback with 
the accession of Sen. Edwin C. 
Johnson (D., Colo.) to the chair- 
manship of the Senate Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce Committee. 
Some months ago, Johnson intro- 
duced legislation to break up the 
clear channel stations and to bar 
super-power stations: He finally 
agreed to limit his bill to a 50,000- 
Watt ceiling on power and to elimi- 
nate the portion which would des- 
troy the clears. Nothing ever came 
of the bill. Nevertheless, it shows 
where Johnson stands. 


Schenectady. — “Radio Round- 
up.” teachers’ guide to recom- 
mended programs for children and 
adults carried by seven stations in 
Schenectady, Albany and Troy. is 
being distributed here by Ted E 
| Bennett, coordinator of radio fer 
the Schenectady Dept. of Educa- 
‘tion. Listed seal more than 150 
features broadca by WGY and 
WSNY, Sc sit tady: WPTR, 
WOKO, WABY and W XKW, Al- 
ibany, and WIRY, Troy. 
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SHARP UPSURGE IN SPONSORS 





Round-Clock Schedule Here to Stay 
As DuMont Programming Makes Good 


Now in its second week of op-+ 


eration, DuMont’s daytime pro- 
gramming has apparently accom- 
plished what it set out to do. Num- 
ber of advertisers buying time on 
WABD’s (N.Y.) 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. log 
exceed even the optimistic hopes 
of the DuMont sales toppers, and 
the programming itself, while not 
comparable in quality and scope to 
most nighttime TV shows, is ac- 
ceptable fare for the housewives, 
shutins and moppets who consti- 
tute the largest part of the avail- 
able daytime audience. And that 
is all any DuMont spokesman ever 
claimed it would be. 

While DuMont itself will con- 
tinue to consider its daytime inno- 
vation as an experiment for the 
first 13 weeks, it seems apparent 
that round-the-clock TV program- 
ming is here to stay. Web is al- 
ready setting plans to offer it on a 
network basis to any station desir- 
ing a feed. Questions on how soon 
other tele broadcasters in N.Y. 
take the plunge and how it will 
affect daytime radio listening and 
sponsorship remain to be seen. 
When the final word is in, though, 
the credit will have to go to Du- 
Mont for originating the stunt. 

Those responsible for the day- 
time innovation, including Com- 
mander Mortimer E. Loewi, exec 
assistant to prez Dr. Allen B. Du- 
Moni; program chief James L. Cad- 
digan, sales manager Humboldt J 
Greig, network chief Lawrence 
Phillips and WABD station man- 
ager Len Hole, wisely confined 
their planning to the limitations of 
their programming facilities As 
a resuli, their margin for error has 
been considerably reduced and 
what cemes over the viewing 

(Continued on page 38) 


Philly’ s Pre-Ballantine 
Fight Segment a ‘Must’ 


For WCAU-TV Sponsor - 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 

CBS’ major entry into the video 
sports picture is paying dividends 
to its affiliates. WCAU-TV, the 
first CBS affiliate, has accepted a 
reservation from Scott & Grauer, 
local Ballantine Beer and Ale dis- 
trib, for sponsorship of a 15-minute 
segment immediately preceding 
any CBS sports event sponsored by 
Ballantine 

Ballantine has already shown 
strong indications that it means to 
capture much of the TV boxing 
audience, and the station antici- 
pates little trouble in clearing the 
time for Seott & Grauer. Local 
distrib grabbed at the  pre-fight 
quarter hour before the recent 
Jimmy Bivins-Ezard Charles fight. 
which CBS telecast from Washing- 
ton. 


NAB, PIX CODES GOOD 
ENOUGH FOR TELE: TBA 


Pointing up the common censor- 
ship problems confronting most of 
show business, the Television 
Broadcasters Assn. board last week 
recommended that the industry. al 
least tor the time being, adopt pro- 
duction codes of the film and radio 
industries to guide broadcasters. 
Proposal was recommended to the 
TBA board by the organization’s 
code committee after months of 
Studying the situation. 

Stressing the broadcasters’ need 
for guidance in developing new 
production techniques, the board 
declared nonetheless that “because 
the effects of these techniques 
both on television programming 
and on the television audience are 
as yet largely unknown, it is not 
Possible or even desirable to at- 
tempt at this stage to formulate 
Standards of practice.’ TBA con- 
sequently sent copies to all mem- 
bers and stations of the film indus- 
try’s production code and_ the 
NAB's “Standards of Practice.” 

Until the industry has acquired 
further experience, TBA said, it 
wont propose to have any quan- 
titative limitations set for spon- 
sored shows. 








Hoagy Eyes Video 
Hollvwood, Nov. 9 

Hoagy Carmichael is working 
out video ideas with his agency, 
Famous Artists 

Carmichael is tossing around 
both live and film ideas with his 
current radio format in the fore 
for TV scripting. 


Godfrey's 90-Min. 
Video Spread For 
Lipton’s, Ch’feld 


With Arthur Godfrey set to make 
his television debut Dec. 6 via a 
simultaneous pickup of his AM 
“Talents Scouts’? show on the CBS- 
TV web, he’s also pacted with 
Chesterfield for an hour-long TV 
variety show. scheduled to tee off 
Jan. 5 in the Wednesday night 9 
to 10 slot on the same network 
Codfrey will emcee the show, which 





carries a $10,000 weekly produc- 
tion nut. 

Newell-Emmet agency. which 
handles the ciggie account, is cur- 


rently tiffing with Godfrey over 
the show’s format. Comedian would 
like to carry over the casual, in- 
formal personality he's built 
throughout his daytime _ radio 
shows. Chesterfield. on the other 
hand, would rather build a more 
dignified show, similar to the theme 
incorporated in its current “Supper 
Club” AM airers. What form the 
show will finally take remains to be 
determined. 

Inking of the pact with Chester- 
field makes the ciggie firm the 
winner in a running argument with 
Lipton’s Tea. which bankrolls the 
Talent Scouts” program. Lipton’s 
had demanded first refusal on God- 
frey’s talents for video and had 
thus attempted to stymie any deal 
with Chesterfield. Latter firm had 
based its demands on the fact it 
sponsors a part of Godfrey’s morn- 
ing show on CBS-AM. 

Scheduling of the forthcoming 
TV variely show on Wednesday 
night places it directly opposite 
“Kraft Television Theatre” on the 
NBC-TV web, which has consistent- 
ly maintained a place among the 
top 10 Hoopers. Parallel situation 
will thus ensue as on Sunday 
nights now, when the *Toast of the 
Town” vaudeo show on CBS-TV 
bucks directly the “Philco Tele- 
vision Theatre” on NBC. 


British Circuit Maps 
Fullscale Theatre TV 


London, Nov. 9. 

Associated British Pictures Corp. 
is entering theatrical television 
with a video installation in every 
ABC theatre as its ultimate target. 
Plans have been adopted for the 
establishment of tele studios and 
application has been made for of- 
ficial permission in order to con- 
duct experimental transmissions in 
three of the company’s London 
theatres. 

ABPC board meeting today 
(Tues.’ elected Sir Philip Warter 
chairman of the firm’s policy com- 
mittee, which will decide whether 
direct projection or the interme- 
diate film process will be employed 
for the video screenings. Tele- 
vision, said Warter after the con- 
clave, is going to provide a fillip 
which theatres will be needing 
next year. 


Seattle’s KRSC Ready 


Seattle, Nov. 9. 
When KRSC-TV puts out its first 
television shows here Nov. 25 there 
will be approxiim itely 1,000 receiv- 
ing sets in the city, according to 17 
‘ocal set distributors. Figure is ex- 
pected to reach 3,000 by gm: 1, 
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| 


OF 100% 10 4 


Bearing out the predictions of 
television officials that their med- 
ium would continue to attract new 
advertisers as it expands, a check 
of TV sponsors revealed there were 
495 as of Oct. 1, as against the 243 
who were using TV four months 
earlier, on June 1. Number of teie 
stations in that period jumped 
from 20 in 11 market areas in June 
to 38 in 21 market areas by‘ Oc- 
tober. 


Fact that radio billings this vear 
are highest in that industry’s his- 
tory indicates, according to TV 
ofiicials, that most of the money 
pouring into tele represents new 
ad budgets. Maiority of clients 
entering the newer medium, in- 
stead of draining money from 
their other budgets, have allocated 
new funds to tele. In addition, sev- 
eral of the top-spending video ad- 
vertisers are those who used ver\ 
little radio advertising in the past 
and those who had never employed 
radio to pitch their sales messages 
to the public. 

Among the latter category are 
the fashion and textile manufac- 
turers, who bypassed radio because 
it lacked the necessary visual re- 
quirements they needed. An ex- 
ample of these is Bates Fabrics, a 
textile house which is now spend- 
ing approximately $200,000 yearly 
to bankroll a single half-hour tele 
network show, Kyle MacDonnell’s 
“Girl About Town.” Also new to 
tele are those manufacturers pro- 
ducing articles for the medium 
itself, such as Walco and Polaroid 
tele filters. Most of these have con- 
centrated on spot campaigns. 

Breakdown of the tele adver- 
tisers discloses the percentage of 
advertisers buying network shows 
varied only slightly from June to 
October. Number of network spon- 
sors in June was 14, representing 
6°> of the total of 234, whereas 
those in October numbered 33, rep- 
resenting about 6 2/3°7 of the total 
of 495. Spot advertisers showed 
a jump of 4!2°7, the number in- 
creasing from 76. or 32°, in June 
to 181, or 36!2°¢, in October. Local 
retail merchants. representing the 
preponderance oi sponsors, showed 
a slight drop. June total was 144. 
or about 62°° of all TV advertisers, 
while the October figure was 281 


a 


or about 5614°°. 

With all audience surveys show- 
ing tele cutting severely into radio 
listening and magazine and news- 
paper reading, the question of how 
long the new medium’s competition 
for the ad dollar will be able to 
hold their own is problematic. This 
factor, of course, is the basis for 


radio’s newly-emphasized protec- 
tive stance against TY. Tele 
officials, though believe their 


medium will continue to attract 
new money, instead of draining off 
funds from established ad forms. 
This belief is. of course, predicated 
on the assumption that the country 
will continue its present era ot 
prosperity. 


GE Tries Tele Again 
With New Quiz Show 


General Electric, following its 
ouster of the “Dennis James Car- 
nival” on the CBS-TV web after 
only one performance, will make 
another stab at tele bankrolling on 
the same web Sunday (14) night 
with a quiz show, as yet untitled 
Format will comprise a panel of 
experts guessing the identity ol 
persons or places shown to them 
and the viewing audience simul- 
taneously via film clips. 

“Carnival,” which marked the 
quickest on-and-off commercial 
fade in tcle’s young history, was 
aired only on Oct. 29. Following 
notification from GE that it was 
_still interested in establishing a 
franchise on the new medium, CBS 

pitched it the network-packaged 

“Winner Take All” as a TV produc- 
tion, but GE nixed that in favor of 
the quizzer. ‘Winner,’ with a tal- 
ent nut of $1,600, is currentiy pay- 
ing off with one of video's top 
j vatings, 








IMP INA MONTHS No Tele in Canada for at Least 


2 Years as CBC Freezes All Bids 





Fairy Tales 
Variety has a hunch its rep 
in New Haven is a cutie. Last 
week he sent in a yarn about 
Yale using a video set on the 
bench so that the head coach 
could get all angles of the 
game. Two weeks ago the 
same story appeared in the 
dailies about Harvard. 
Variety further thinks both 
varns are fairy tales because 
if the coaches had the same 
cameraman. VARIETY did at 
either game the coaches still 
don’t know what happened. 


Admiral, Emerson 


Agency Switches 
To Cue Expansio 


Admiral Radio and Emerson 
Radio, two of the top-spending 
television bankrolilers, are now eve- 
ing an expansion of their TV bill- 
ings following a switch in ad agen- 
cies last week. 

Kudneér agency copped Admiral’s 
hefty $1,000,000 in annual billings 
from the Cruttenden & Eger outfit 
in Chicago, while Blaine-Thompson 
took over Emerson’s TV account, 
representing about $275,000 yearly, 
from the Blow agency. Admiral 
reportedly effected the switch be- 
cause of dissatisfaction with its 
“Welcome Aboard” show, now 
aired Sunday nights over the NBC- 
TV web. Emerson, while satisfied 
with its “Toast of the Town” 
vaudeo show Sundays on CBS-TV, 
wants better commercial plugs 
than those Biow was able to turn 
out 








Admiral is now studying an hour- 
long revue, packaged for TV by 
producer Max Liebman, legit and 
borscht circuit entrepreneur. Lieb- 
man first brought Danny Kaye to 
3roadway, by importing the come- 
dian from the borscht belt. Until 
a decision is made on Liebman’s 


show. Admiral will retain ‘“Wel- 
come,’ a half-hour variety show. 
Blaine-Thompson  has_ already 


instituted a new series: of inte- 
grated commercials for Emerson 
into “Toast,” the hour-long vaudeo 
show featuring columnist Ed Sulli- 
van as emcee. With the program 
now aired on five CBS-TV outlets 
on the east coast network, the 
client plans to expand to other tele 
market areas, either through kine- 
scope recordings or a direct feed 
from N. Y. when the east and mid- 
west networks are linked Jan. 12. 
Marlo Lewis, veepee of Blaine- 
Thompson, incidentally, is also co- 
producer of “Toast” 


Agency, 


It recently placed a series 
of spots on various TV stations for 
Popsicle and it now wrapping up 
a half-hour show for Messing 
Bakeries, which it hopes to launch 
on CBS-TV within the next several 
weeks. 


YOUNGMAN MC. ON OWN 
‘TURNDOWNS’ PACKAGE 


Henry Youngman has packaged 
a new half-hour weekly tele show 
called “Turndowns,’ with Danny 


Shapiro as scripter and Herb Moss ' 


as producer. Pregram will bring on 
show biz personalities who, since 
their original turndown, have 
hit the bigtime, with Youngman, as 
emcee, tieing in for a reprise of 
their original acts. 

Meanwhile Youngman may go in 
as a regular on the Kaiser-Frazer- 
sponsored Guy Lombardo Saturday 
night show on Mutual. He's cur- 
rently set for an additional four- 
weeks at the Diamond Iiorseshoe, 
N. Y., nitery, making total run of 


(12 weeks. 


with Sullivan. | 
according to: Lewis. is 
now working out its own tele ex- 
‘pansion. 


, bankrollers 


Toronto, Nov. 9. 

| Any television broadcasting in 
| Canada has been stymied for at 
|least two years, and then set own- 
ers will likely have to pay a $10 
annual fee, with that of such pub- 
lic outlets as bars, etc., paying a 
considerably higher tariff. 

These statements were incorpo- 
rated in the decision of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. to defer 
|all applications for television sta- 
| tions in this country and the indefi- 
|nite postponement of any such in- 
| dependent TV outlets until the 
| federal-subsidized radio system in 
Canada arranges for further tech- 


|nical development and secures ear- 


marked funds from the federal 
| government and from any consid- 
‘ered private stations for this pur- 
pose. 

From the hearings on applica- 
tions ay private television stations 
here, is manifest that the CBC 
intents to freeze out any possible 
TV competition until this govern- 
ment body makes choice of chan- 
nels for its own television program. 
With CBC reserving two channels 
in the Toronto-Montreal area, this 
leaves two open for private sta- 
tions—if the CBC Goes not arbitra- 
rily decide that it wants these two 
additional outlets itself. Six appli- 
cants were turned down. 

Most important of these was Fa- 
mous Players Canadian, with 640 
theatres across Canada, and CFRB, 

(Continued on page 34) 


Shouse Called It On 
FM, So Editors Want 


His Seering on Video 
Cincinnati, Nov. 9. 

Because he pointed high on FM 

predictions two years ago, James 

D. Shouse will do an encore talk 

before the National Editorial 

Assn.’s fall meeting, Nov. 21, in 





the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
cago, his subject being “What's 


Ahead in Television.” 

At their 1946 powwow in Estes 
Park, Colo., the editors and pub- 
lishers heard the Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp. president and board 
chairman forecast that FM would 
encounter rough sledding, mainly 
because it offered little funda- 
mental improvement over AM, and 
cautioned that they approach FM 
warily. At the time Shouse’s 
views created considerable con- 
troversy and drew columns of 
rebuttal from many FM _ propo- 
nents, including Major Edwin H. 
Armstrong, inventor of FM. 

This time Shouse will be equally 
candid about video, is the word 
from those associated with him in 
the operation of all phases of 
broadcasting. 


COLGATE AUDITIONS 
SPITALNY TV SHOW 


Phil Spitalny and his al)-girl 
orch, missing from the airlanes 
since last season when General 
Electric cancelled out, were audi- 
tioned by the Lennen & Mitchell 
agency for Colgate last Saturday 
night (6) at Radio City, N. Y. 





| Drug outfit is shopping for a show 


ifor 9:30 Monday nights on NBC 
Television, to start around the first 
of the year. 

Closed-circuit tesi set up by 
L&M’'s Nick Keesely was one of the 
most elaborate. full-scale showcas- 
ings yet staged for a prospective 
client. Films were employed in a 
number of sequences for novelty 
effect. During a medley of college 
songs, shots of gridiron scenes were 
superimposed; during the orch’'s 
playing of “Sabre Dance.”’ Russian 
ballet scenes overlapped shots of 
the femme musickers. Spitalny ar- 
ranged special orchestrations to 
suit the tryout. 

The several agencies handling 
portions of Colgate’s billings are 
expected to audition shows for the 
before a choice is 
made The Spitainy showcasing, 
however, apparently stands a good 
bet to get the nod. 


: 
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PROGRAM WORK 
Gabriel Heatter’s Mail Bag. MBS 
Horace Heidt........--+++: NBC 
Edwin C. Hill.......-+++: ABC 
Hint Hunt........-seceeees pene 
Hit the Jackpot es eeeee CBS 
Hollywood Star Preview NBC 
Hollywood Star Theatre NBC 
Bob Hope aie ; NBC 
Hour of Stars......--see-+e+) ¢ BS 
House of Mystery MBS 
House Party CBS 
Eddie Howard........--- NBC 
Inner Sanctum ; CBS 
Inside Sports........«++++: MBS 
Johnson Family.........-++> MBS 
Lorenzo Jones.... ‘ NBC 
Joyce Jordan NBC 
Junior Miss CBS 
Just Plain Bill.........-+.-- NBC 
Juvenile Jury - MBS 
H. V. Kaltenborn.........-: NBC 
Katie’s Daughter.........-. NBC 
John B. Kennedy.......-. MBS 
Dorothy Kilgallen.......-.- ABC 
Kraft Music Hall........... NBC 
Kay Kyser........--+-s+es: ABC 
Ladies Be Seated ABC 
Lassie . NBC 
Lora Lawton.. , ‘ NBC 
Leave It to the Girls ...... MBS 
Let’s Pretend... , CBS 
Fulton Lewis a iis MBS 
Life Can Be Beautiful NBC 
OSC 2) (rere Ce NBC 
Light of the World : NBC 
Victor H. Lindlahr......... MBS 
Listening Post.........-«-- a 
Lombardo....... MBS 

— ABC 
Lone Ranger.. ABC 
Lum ’n’ Abner............. CBS 
Lux Radio Theatre......... € BS 
Ed McConnell............. NBC 
fa Perkins......cccccecces NBC 
-” CBS 
Ted Malone..... ABC 


Manhattan Merry-Go-Round NBC 
Groucho Marx ABC 
Perry Mason.............. CBS 
Mediation Board........... MBS 
Meet the Meeks......... NBC 
Meet the Press MBS 
Metropolitan Auditions of 
ME. io oiesessscnrsss 
a a: re .. MBS 
Monday Morning Headlines. ABC 
Vaughn Monroe... rin Sone 
Philip Morris Playhouse.... CBS 
Mie BOG & PORE... . 6. tees CBS 
Mr. Chameleon.............- CBS 
Mr. District Attorney....... NBC 
ee NS i ds as odene> Se 
Mr. & Mrs. North.......... CBS 
Mr. President.............. ABC 
Edward R. Murrow......... CBS 
My Friend Irma............ CBS 
My True Story..........e.-. ABC 
Mystery Theatre... . 5 eae ee 
National Farm & Home ..... NBC 
One Man’s Family.......... NBC 
Original Amateur Hour..... ABC 
Our Gal Sunday............ CBS 
Our Miss Brooks............ CBS 
Ozzie & Harriet............ NBC 
Louella Parsons............ ABC 
Pause That Refreshes....... CBS 
Drew Pearson.............. ABC 
People Are Funny.......... NBC 
Portia Faces Life.......... NBC 
Queen for a Day........... MBS 
Quick as a Flash...... css) eee 
eae... 
ee ae ea ABC 
Ok er (iia ee 
Right to Happiness......... NBC 
eS 2 ree aaa NBC 
ew Weeee..............5. BS 
Romance of Helen Trent.... CBS 
cola. on case's ck 
Screen Guild Players....... NBC 
Sealtest Show.............. NBC 
Second Mrs. Burton........ CBS 
Oe gc ce cctssescs EOS 
I SN os tics é 6 beware Ss NBC 
Sherlock Holmes........... MBS 
0 OS Saree reer rere. 
Red Skelton............... NBC 
3 SSE ABC 
Skyway to the Stars........ CBS 
OSS eer & 
Kate Smith Sings....... «.. MBS 
Kate Smith Speaks...... ... MBS 
en  . , SPT EPEPEECE EEL CBS 
Spotlight Revue........ seer CBS 
ie CS, 5. os sss cvcees Ae 
Stars Over Hollywood....... CBS 
ES eres eee NBC 
Stop the Music............. ABC 


COST 


2,000 
9,000 
500 


4,000 
3,000 
3,500 
4,500 
22.500 
8,500 
3,500 
5.200 
2,000 
5,500 
1,750 
1,560 
2,250 
2.200 
3,500 


2,250 
1,250 
8,000 
2.000 
750 
1,000 
16,000 
3,500 


2,500 
2,500 


2.500 
2.500 
2,500 
4.500 
2,500 
12.000 
2.500 
500 
500 
2,500 
2,000 
4,000 
10,500 
20,000 


3,500 


2,500 
2,500 
2,000 
5,000 
5,000 


4,000 
10,000 
4,500 
7,000 
2,500 
3,000 
7,500 
2,500 
4,500 
3,500 
8,500 
5,500 
2,250 
6,500 
11,000 
5,000 
7,000 
5,000 
7,500 
2,750 
4,000 


2,500 
4,000 
15,000 
7,500 
2.500 
2,500 
6,000 
2,500 
2,500 
11,500 
12,500 
2,750 
6,800 
2,100 
4,500 
6,000 
16,000 
3,000 


2,000 
7,500 
5.000 
7,500 
6,000 
8,000 
8,500 
3,000 
3,000 
12,000 


SPONSOR 
Co-op 
Philip Morris 
Nash-Kelvinator 


Armour j 
DeSoto-Plymouth 


Estimated Weekly Network Program 


Continued from page 28 


ucts 


American Home Prod 
American Home Prods 
Lever Bros. 


Prudential 

General Foods 
General Electric 
Sheaffer 

Emerson Drug 
Bayuk Cigars 
Co-op : Rxcane 
Bayer-Energine ‘ 
Procter & Gamble 
Lever 


Kolynos-Aerowax 
General Foods 

Pure Oil erate 
Manhattan Soap .... 
Doubleday ere 
Drackett 
Kraft 
Pillsbury 
Toni Shampoo 
Quaker Oats 
Red Heart 


Babbitt . ate % 
Kyron ies 
Cream of Wheat : 
Co-op 

Procter & Gamble 
Procter & Gamble 
General Mills 
Serutan ... 
Curtis ; 
Kaiser-Frazer 

First National Stores 
General Mills , 
General Motors 
Lever Bros. . 
Brown Shoe 
Mantle Lamp 


Procter & Gamble... 


Procter & Gamble... 
Westinghouse 


Lyons ; eye 


Elgin-American ee 


Procter & Gamble... 
Co-op 
Swift 
Co-op 


Farnsworth 
Ralston-Purina ..... 


Camel 


Géneral Foods 
Bayer “f 
Bristol-Myers 
Anacin-Kolynos 
Colgate 
Co-op 
Campbell 


Libby 
Bayer-Phillips 
Allis-CLalmers 
Standard Brands.... 


0) re 


Anacin 
Colgate : 
International Silver 
Jergens ........... 
Coca-Cola .. 
Lee Hats 

Raleigh oe 


Miles Labs. 
Philip Morris 
Helbros 


Bros. , 7 


.. Benton & Bowles 





Costs: 1948-49 


Wednesday, November 10, 1948 
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HEAD 
AGENCY PRODUCER WRITER 
pS get as) ee Gabriel Heatter 

BiGW: i ic< cad. dse. eaeres Bowne: . 2.460. ..Horace Heidt 
Geyer, Newell & 

Ganger .... .Ted Long ... Edwin C. Hill 
> OR a re Georgene O'Donnell. ..George Menard 
i) Os error erry te Bill Topman .Mark Goodson 
tA ..Jdoe Thompson Various 
SSC&B Nat Wolff Various 


Young & Rubicam 
Benton & Bowles 
Benton & Bowles 
Young & Rubicam 
Russel M. Seeds 
BBD&O 
a ee 
D-F-S 
D-F-S i 
Needham, Louis & 
Brorby 
D-F-S 


Leo Burnett 
Duane Jones 
Huber, Hoge 
Young & Rubicam 
J. Walter Thompson. . 


. MceCann-Erickson 


FC&B 


..C. J. La Roche 


. .D-F-S 


. John C. Dowd 


..J. Walter Thompson 


..Wm. Hart 


Henri, Hurst & 

MeDonald 
Duane Jones 
Arthur Meyerhoff 
BBD&O 


3i0Ww 
Benton & Bowles 


Roy S. Durstine 
BBD&O 
Weintraub 


D-F-S 
FC&B 


Leo Burnett 
Adler 
D-F-S 

D-F-S 
McCann-Erickson 
D-F-S 

Weiss & Geller 


Benton & Bowles 


J. Walter Thompson 


..Warwick & Legler.. 


it Bavech asia wanes J. Walter Thompson. P 


eeatouw’ Ted Bates — me) 
.Young & Rubicam... 


Pe tae Aner euantel D'Arcy 

. . Weintraub 
1+ 00.04.0000: MM. Seeds 
<SCDGTR! POOGS .<ii6 decd. 
bt. Saseee ere Aare Wade 


je ee 


American R.R. Assoc.... 


Radio Corp. 
Procter & Gamble 
Procter & Gamble 


Kolynos-Aerowax 


Procter & Gamble.. a 


Quaker Oats .......cs 


ca iae'sa 3,04. 6.0 Ser Se mI 
Pi MOTNIS 2.0 sesasws 


.Benton & Bowles 


Gardner Essie 
Wm. H. Weintraub... 


Biow .... Te Rane 
Young & Rubicam 
CS ee 

DC&S 
See ee ee ee 
Sherman & Marquette 


Ward Wheelock ..... 
ake ne ee 


FC&B 

D-F-S 
Bert S. Gittins 
J. Walter Thompson 


...Lennen & Mitchell. .4 


D-F-S 


Robert W. Orr.. 


Benton & Bowles. ; 
Cecil & Presbrey .... 
Wm. H. Weintraub... 
Wade 


J. Walter Thompson. 
Compton 
Compton 


.. Sherman & , M’quette. 
..D-F-S Mastek 
... Benton & Bowles.... 


Sue ee.% 
eeeeee 


. Leslie Harris 
.Les Weinrott 
-Tevis Huhn 
Mary ATIUGEK..« . sce 


. Staff . 
-Wendell Adams...... 


. Arthur Hanna ...... 
.Walter Gorman 


. Leslie Harris ...... 


Albert Capstaff...... 
Jack Johnstone...... 
,Olga Druce 
. John Guedel 


Various 


-Himan Brown 


Staff 
J. C. Lewis 
“Ernest Ricca 


‘eee ee 


.. Arthur Hanna 


..Fran van Hartesveldt 
.*Norman Sweetser 


Dan Ehrenreich... 
Wayne Howell 


..F. & A. Hummert 
.. staff 
..Cy Pitts 
.Cal Kuhl. 
Jack Cleary....0.- 
.Chuck Acree...... 


Harry Stewart 
Fred Weihe 


_.Martha Rountree as 
Nila Mack... 


Fred Morrison 


.Don Becker 


Irving Brecher 


....-Basil Loughrane 
cs cee 


Henry Klein. 
Ray Harvey 
Frederick Ziv 


eee 


.. Bill Livingstone...... 
Si Gay... ... tis 
-William Keighley 


Hobe Donovan 


ack Lyman....... 
..-Edwin Wolfe...... 
..-David Owen 
..Phil Doelker 
....Frank Hummert 
is EI. 2 25s teen 


Staff 


Martha Rountree 


Bill Spier. 


wewe eee a. 


..Goodman Ace.. 
.*Richard Leonard ... 
oy er 
.*Richard Leonard .. 


Larry Marks 
Various 
. Various 


.. John Guedel 


. Various 


..Various 


Bill Brandt 


.. Jimmy Scribner 


Ted-Mathilde Ferro 


..Margaret Sangster 


Soderberg-Garson 


.. Jack Kelsey 


H. V. Kaltenborn 
Elizabeth Todd 

_John B. Kennedy 
.Dorothy Kilgallen 


5c _..Manny Manheim 
....M. Wark-Wald 


Hobe Donovan 
Elizabeth Todd 
.Martha Rountree 
.Nila Mack 

.Fulton Lewis 
.Carl Bixby 

Alan Lipscott 

K. & A. Seymour 
. Victor H. Lindlahr 


.,.Gerald Holland 


‘Fran Striker 

-Roswell Rogers 
.Sandy Barnett 
.Hobe Donovan 
.Ed McConnell 


...-Orin Tovrov 


.Orin Tovrov 


....led Malone 


Staff 
. Smith-Freedman- 
Tyler 


...Irving Vendig 


Staff 


..Les Weinrott 


-Brent Gunts 


..George Lother 
.. ABC Newsroom 


. Various 
.Goodman Ace 
. Marie Baumer 
-Bob Shaw 


.. Lawrence Klee 


John Loveton........ . John Loveton 


Dwight Hauser....... 


» OF HOWETE 2. ices 
.Charles Warburton... 
...*Martha Atwell 
..Herbert Lateau 
.Carlton E. Morse .... 
.Lou Goldberg .....é. 


*Arthur Hanna ..... 
‘OTEY BOCAS .. i.e 
Nb vas owe 
.Richard Diggs ..... 
el Owes ....%666 
Paul Seheffels ....... 
John Guedel ....... 


eee AUGW vo. seas 
Jim Morgan 


BD. PROGR? «...ccse 
John Llewellen ..... 
PxOt DULtON «..... see 
George Voutsas ..... 


Tom Hargis 
*Ernest Ricca ...... 


Camel ce Bill Lawrence ....... 
Sealtest Meet Se eee. eee. Glenhall Taylor ..... 
General Foods .......... Young & Rubicam... .Beverly Smith ...... 
Blue Coal & Co-op ....Ruthrauff & Ryan...John Cole .......... 
Standard Brands ......... J. Walter Thompson..Ezra McIntosh ...... 


Trimount Clothes 

Pacific Coast Borax 
Procter & Gamble 
Derby Foods ....... 


USA & USAF 
Practer & Gamble 


So Ae eae 
Wildroot 
Coca-Cola 
Revere Camera 
Armour 
Colgate 


Sees ee eee 


Smith Bros. .. 


Old Gold ........... 


Eversharp 


‘saan Wm H. 


Weintraub... 
McCann-Erickson 
Benton & Bowles 


...- Needham, Louis & 


eee eee 


Pro MOImris «3... avi 


..B.B.D. & O. . 


.  ane.. & B. teal 
Lennen & Mitchell.... 


Brorby 
Gardner .. 
D-F-S_. 


D'Arcy 


Roche, Wms. & Cleary 


2 Seer ee 
Sherman & M’quette. 
Cecil & Presbrey 


eee 


Riow 
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-Basil Loughrane 
‘Dorothy McCann .... 
..Edna S. Borzage..... 


.Ted Collins ..... een 


CON WAMBO 1.60 Asiws 
..Tex McCrary 


' Suess a - . Bill Brennan 
. Cecil & Presbrey 


eee eee 


SOG CUMS 2... ceees 
OS a 
Joe Bigelow 


Charles Herbert ..... 


TOWOEG NEVO... iiis 
Maurice Robinson ... 
Mark Goodson 


Jean Holloway 
Edward R. Murrow 
. Parke Levy 

. Margaret Sangster 
. Various 

Carlton E. Morse 
. Bob Green 

.Jean Carroll 


... Al Lewis 
. Ozzie Nelson 


.Louella Parsons 


.. Newt Stammer 


.Drew Pearson 
John Guedel 
.Mona Kent 


..Don Victor 


...Gene Wang 


. Jeff Wade 
.Don Ettlinger 
.Jack Wilson 


.. John M. Young 


.Howard Teichman 


...-Ray Wilson 


. Martha Alexander 


.. Elaine Carrington 


.Warry Kronman 
. Howard Harris 
. Priscilla Kent 

. Peter Barry 
.Phyllis Merrill 
.Howard Merrill 


.Edna S. Borzage 
.Roy Winsor 


.Vex McCrary 
.Bob Smith 


..Ted Collins 


.Ted Collins 
.Gil Doud 
Henry Taylor 
-Fred Heider 
. Freelance 
.Bill Stern 
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dlinger’s Radox, using a sample of 
/75 sets, put CBS far out front 
all evening, with NBC and Mutual 
'close for second, and ABC ttrail- 
‘ing. On tele, ABC-TV was in the 
|lead, except during the 8-9 period, 
| when NBC’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
grabbed most of the play. 
(Sindlinger’s meters, incidental- 
ly, showed that a sizeable audience 
hung on until 1:30 a.m., then, after 
a couple of hours, 


number at 4 a.m., the “total fami- 

lies” figure rising from 13.2 at 

that time to 57.8 by 7:30 a.m.) 
Wide Divergence of Views 

Speculation on possible repercus- 
sions in the radio rating field 
ranged with an optimistic “it'll all 
blow over” view to dire predictions 
—although many shuddered at the 
word—of tough-sledding for the 
Hooper-Nielsen-Pulse & Co. opera- 
tions. It certainly meant, some re- 
sponsible observers believed, that 
the whole business of radio re- 
search ana the industry’s reliance 
on it stood to get a new kicking- 
around. 

Researchers like NBC's Hugh 
Beville, far from seeing the Gallup- 
Roper debacle as spelling the fin- 
ish of radio ratings, hoped never- 
theless that i! would put an end 
to “unreasonable projections” of 
rating figures, as Beville put it. 
“It’s crazy to follow ratings slavish- 
ly,” the NBC researcher comment- 
ied. “And some of the uses to 
| which they’ve been put probably 
have been detrimental. What is 
needed is correct analysis of re- 
search and closer attention to its 
interpretation.” He added that he'd 
| noted no letup in requests to NBC 
for rating information on various 
| shows. 

Some network execs are not so 
sure, however, despite Hooper's and 
Nielsen’s we’re-different stances 
(the latter’s a nine-page_ state- 
ment), but that agencies and ad- 
vertisers will come up with serious 
questioning of the reliability of 
the samples employed in arriving 
at radio ratings. 


returned in 
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| Radio Profits | 
—mas Continued from page 26 == 


revenues were $363,714,387 and 
_ total expenses were $291,918,447. 


| _ Average per station income, be 
fore tax, as determined from a tab- 
ulation of 812 identical stations, 
| totaled $67,426 in 1947, a decline 
| of 6.3% from previous year. Nete 
| Work affiliates averaged $73,888 
| brofit while non-affiliates averaged 
| $31,913. FCC pointed out that be- 
cause of many new stations in 1947 
| trends in income were determined 
(on basis of comparative yearly 


(data of identical outlets. 


A breakdown of station income 
| by classes showed that 50 kw clear 
channel outlets averaged $367,511 
In 1947 income, a decline of 7.2°%, 
_ While fulltime regional stations 
, averaged $92,577, a drop of 6.5%. 
| Local (250 watt) fulltime stations 
| averaged $23,705 profit in 1947, a 
| decrease of 11.1%. 

| Commission data showed that in- 
| dustry revenues from talent totaled 
| $19,599,478, an increase of approxi- 
| mately 17% from 1946. Networks 
| and their key stations realized 
$8,203,382 from talent in 1947, a 
Bain of 22% from previous year. 

















Weaver 
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to Larmon and left the building. 
The agency head, who had not been 
present during the quarrel, imme- 
diately phoned Weaver and firmly 
nixed the resignation. Then he in- 
| Vestigated the entire situation and, 
/according to those in the agency, 
took steps to forestall a recurrence 
of the battle. r 


| Relations with the executive 
floor, particularly the plans board, 
|has long been a touchy matter for 
(the radio department and various 
‘Of Weaver’s predecessors have 
|Smarted at criticism from the 
|agency’s top brass. Some of the 
‘resentment has been especially 
\bitter against Geohegan. Even 
Tom Harrington, whose regime as 
pons of radio at Y & R was notably 
successful, occasionally received a 
bese at plans board sessions. 
That situation, in fact, was regard- 
ed as one of the principal factors 
iin Harrington’s resignation from 
¥ & R to join the Ted Bates agency. 
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Theatre Status 
On TV Pickups — 





Still in Doubt 


With the Broadway Paramount | 
theatre paying for its theatre tele-. 


vision coverage of both election 
returns and President Truman’s 
return to Washington last week, 
the question of a theatre’s right 
to pick up events for which a 
broadcaster has paid for tele rights 
remains in doubt. Both broadcast- 
ers and theatre owners have de- 
cided to hold their fire until a 
suitable situation arises that will 
force a test case in the courts. 


For its coverage of the election 
returns Nov. 2, Paramount worked 
out an arrangement with the N. Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX to feed returns 
to the theatre as they rolled in. 
Since the early evening returns 
were not too important, the theatre 
wasn't forced to break into its fea- 
ture at any time during the night. 
Instead, a schedule was arranged 
so that the theatre could present 
an up-to-the-minute summary three 
times during the evening, at sched- 
uled breaks in the show. 

Theatre used its intermediate 
film. method for the coverage. Au- 
dience reaction was good but, ac- 
cording to Par theatre execs, use 
of theatre tele election night didn’t 
boost the boxoffice gross any. 

In covering President Truman's 
return to Washington from his In- 
dependence, Mo., home Friday (5), 
Par paid for a share in the broad- 
casters’ pool on the event. Theatre 
thus took a line feed directly off 
the Washington to N. Y. coaxial 
cable, thereby eliminating the ne- 
céssity of taking a pickup from 
one of the N, Y. stations covering 
the event. 


Tele Chatter 
New York 


Sherling Oliver, former  pro- 
ducer-director for the N.Y. Daily 
News’ WPIX, now peddling to 
agencies and networks a 15-minute 














domestic comedy series starring 
Virginia Sale and her husband 
Sam Wren, and titled “Wrens 
Nest”... Don MacLaughilin, detec- 


tive on his own radio series, set 
to guest on the Dunninger-Paul 
Winchell “Bigelow Show™ tomor- 
row (Thurs.) night on NBC-TV... 
Owen Davis, Jr.,. NBC-TV program 
exec, scheduled to speak before 
Yale’s drama department Saturdas 
(13) at New Haven. He's a grad- 
uate of the school... Helen Ryan, 
singer on NBC-TV’'s “Musical Min- 
iatures,” elected queen for Marine 
Reserve Officers Assn. dance at the 
Hote! Astor tonight (Wed... . 
Cartoonist Otto Soglow set as first 
guest on the new Vicks’ show, 
“Picture This.” which starts to- 
night (Wed.) on the NBC-TV web 
... With Wendy Barrie starred... 
Stanton Miller Osgood, formerly 
with RKO-Pathe’s commercial film 
department, named film procure- 
ment manager for CBS-T\ 
WABD (DuMont) offering diamond 
rings totaling $1,800 in value to 
viewers who offer the best 25-word 
answers to “I like daytime tele- 
vision because”... WJZ-TV (ABC) 
covering the “Joan of Arc” preem 
from the Broadway Victoria the- 
atre lobby tonight (Wed.). 

Arthur Pine Associates now han- 
dling publicity for Andrea Radio 

Robert W. Sarnoff, until now an 
account exec in NBC's network 
sales department, named assistant 
to NBC-TV national program chiet 
Norman Blackburn. He's to act as 
coordinator between the sales de- 
partment and TV program opera- 
tions Indie tele packager Lester 
Lewis lining up a new show star- 
ring Mary Anderson, who'll! plas 
the lead in the forthcoming Broad- 
way legiter, “Jenny Kissed Me,’ 
opposite Leo G. Carroll. 


Hollywood 


Lott-Johnson Commercial Film 
Productions has been formed bys 
Dave Lott and Gaylord Johnson, 
heads of Lott Advertising Agency 
Film company will be a subsid ol 
the ad agency to serve clients with 
TV film... Eastern-Columbia de- 
partment stores have purchased 
eight spots weekly on KFI-T\ 
KLAC-TV expects to move into 
newly built vid-studios within two 
weeks Central Chevrolet is 
Sponsoring a one-minute film com- 
mercial on KTSL twice weekly for 
52 weeks .. .Sentinel Productions 
Starts shooting next week on the 
first of its new tele series titled 

(Continued on page 41) 





Children’s Viewing 


Do your children watch the 
programs as intensely as for- 
merly? 

No, % 
Watch less intensely 49 24.7 





About the same. ...129 65.2 
Watch more inten- 

Bea bes «al 20 10.1 
Total respondents 

answering ......198 100. | 


Respondents with no 
children who could 
not answer for 
and who have set 
short time ; 60 


New Low-Price 


Sets on Market 


New lines of 1949 television sets 
unveiled iast week by several ma- 
jor manufacturers revealed the 
first attempt to lower prices since | 
the end of the war. Instead of cut- 


ting the sales price on current sets, 
however, most set producers are 
turning out new models grooved 
to retail for less. Also unveiled 
last week were DuMont'’s first 
metal cathode-ray viewing tubes, 
which most manufacturers look for 
eventually to end the current tube 
shortage. 

Indicativ® of the lower prices are 
RCA’s three new 10-inch table 
models. One is priced at $325, one 
at $349.50 and one at $395, with 
differences in cabinet  construc- 
tion accounting for the differences 
in prices. Following the introduc- 
tion of the new models, RCA plans 
gradually to discontinue production 
on the table set now retailing at 
$375, until now the company’s most 
popular receiver. 

Philco also brought out a new 
10-inch table model, equipped with 
its own table stand, to retail at 
$349.50. Set is being offered for a 
limited introductory period at 
$329.50. Philco also brought out a 
new TV combination, featuring 
tele, AM. FM and a phonograph 
equipped with both standard and 
long-playing tone arms, to retail 
at $875. General Etectric unveiled 
its lowest-priced console to date, 
a 10-inch set to retail at $359.95, 
and its first 12-inch table model, 
listed at $389.50 








itelevision set 


MINEVITCH’S FRENCH 
IKE RIGHTS FOR USS. 


Borrah Minevitch, whose “Har- 
monica Rascals” are currently ap- 
pearing at the Last Frontier, Las 
Vegas, Nev.. headed for Paris over 
the weekend on a video deal which 
he has just completed with the 
French government. Minevitch has 
been granted rights to make films 


of all TV shows aired by Radio 
Diffusion Francaise, government 
agency which controls all video 


and radio. He'll offer the films for 
sale in the U. S., with the French 
getting a percentage. 

Minevitch’s plan is to record the 
films off the iconoscope tube, 
which is made feasible by a switch 
in the past few weeks by RDF 
from the 450-line standard to 1,- 
000 lines, which is considerably 
finer than prevails now in the U. S. 
Terms of the deal Minevitch closed 
in Paris reeently with Vladimir 
Porchet, director general of RDF, 
call for his transcribing of shows 
for the purpose of creating good 
will and showing the cultural ad- 
vantages of France. 





Stravinsky, Jr., Starred 
In Longhair Telepix 


Hollywood. Nov. 9. 

Hermes Films, new tele film pro- 
ducing unit, will put first ot a 
series of longhair pix before the 
cameras at Hal Roach studios Nov 
22 Titled “Great Masters of 
Music,” initial three of the 26 
quarter-hour shorts will star Souli- 
mar Stravinsky. pianist and son of 
composer Igor Stravinsky Pic- 
torial inserts will be accompanied 
bv narration and Stravinsky's 88- 
ing. Each film is slated for a one- 
dav shooting schedule 

First will deal with the life of 
Von Weber. second with Tschai- 
kowsky and third with the origin 
of Vienese waltzes in the music of 
3Zeethoven, Schubert, Brahams and 
Strauss. Eugene Lourie will pro- 
duce and direct Hermes officers 
are Lourie, Hans de Schulthess 
and Aaron Sapiro. j 


lies by 


> VIEWERS WATCH 3 HOURS AS 
AVERAGE HOME AUDIENCE 


VIDEO'S 


By GEORGE ROSEN 





si 


. . ! 
This second chapter in a survey 


of TV home viewers deals with 


|(1) how long do they watch at 


one sitting; (2) how many in the 
average home audience. and (3) 
the intensity of children’s viewing. 

Instigated by VARIETY, with the 
field work and statistical summar- 
i Pulse, Inc., this survey is 
primarily based on a sample of 258 
owners, most of 
whom have had their sets six to 
nine months. This has been par- 


| 


(The second in a 
three articles on television vi WING 
habits. Based on a survey compiled 
and assembled by Pulse. Inc., for 
VARIETY. ) 


series Of 


ticularly stressed fo obtain the con- 
trast ut opinion between the new 
and the veteran viewers. 

The figures on these two groups, 
as shown in the first story of the 
series (issue Nov. 3}, revealed that 
the freshman video viewer watch- 
es anything and everything the 
first six months he has his set. 
Then he begins to get particular 
in his choice of program. The ter- 
ritory covered by the survey takes 
in the entire Metropolitan area, 
including all the New York bor- 
oughs, Westchester and some coun- 
ties in New Jersey. Those in 
charge for Pulse find that these 
summaries run much the same as 
those compiled in other television 
centers such as _ Philadelphia, 
Washington, Chicago, etc. 

Of the 258 viewers responding 
to the question, “How long do you 
usually watch your television set 
at one sitting?” the largest per- 
centage, 32.6 (or 84 persons) es- 
timated three hours, with 28.3°% 
(or 73 persors) putting their sus- 











Length of Viewing 


How long do you usually 
watch your television set at 
one sitting? 

Estimate in hours No. Go 
—!| 14 5.6 
> 4< stcktteendes 23 8.9 
- és cutegbesbans 73 28.3 
6% ap ae eee 64 32.6 
_ ere ae ee 4) Lo. 
5 and over 13 5.0 
Don’t know, depends 11 4.3 


Total TV families in- 
terviewed 258 100. 
Median number of hours— 

3.23 hours 


Viewers Per Set 


How many persons usually 
watch with you? 
Number of Viewers No. © 
oh WR Ae SAEs pk aie Mee 8 
ea awe rere 43 
i rpigthueie Riek alee e & EE 4) 15.9 
ere ee eee 47 18.2 
Dt. Miwety rama slats 83 Bae 
Pe” Gittic ax cist ware aah 4" 13.6 
7 21 B.1 
‘ewe ee cis ; ) 1.9 
9 7 rei 
10 and over 6 23 
Total TV _ families 
interviewed 258 100 


Median number of persons per 
session—5.2 








tained viewing at two hours. Forty, 
or 15.5°, admit they watch for 


‘four hours at a stretch, this prob- 


ably including the youngsters and 
the late afternoon shows. For the 
overall estimate, however, the me- 
dian number is 3.23 hours. This 
figure is important because most 
of the persons questioned have 
had their sets six to nine months, 
and it indicates that with the first 
flush of novelty worn off tele view- 
ing in the home has woven itself 
into the pattern of family life. 
TV and AM 


The 3.26 median figure on view- 
ing is also significant in terms of 
long-range appraisal and in weigh- 
ing television’s impact when con- 
trasted with the average amount of 
radio listening per family. The re- 
search boys have established uni- 
versal figures to show that radio 
listening in the home adds up to 
four hours a day. Of course, the 
span of radio listening runs around 
the clock, whereas television pro- 
gramming at present stage is main- 
ly concentrated over a few eve- 
ning hours. Yet in these few hours 
the video adherents almost match 
those who listen as to time de- 
voted to their respective mediums. 
Important, too, is whether this 
average 3.26 hours of tele viewing 
will. continue as owners become 
more accustomed to their sets. The 
Statistizs portend nothing along 
these lines for the future. The pat 
tern is not yet definitely estab- 
lished. Much depends on the pro 
gram men, for the free ride of 
“novelty” can't go on forever for 
television. 

Groups of 5 

Asked “How many persons watch 

with you?” the 258 set owners 


Inside Television 


Arthur Knorr, producer of the stage shows at the Roxy theatre. N. Y., 
is now handling both production and direction on ‘“‘Texaco Star The- 


atre,” aired Tuesday 


nights on the NBC-TV web 


Knorr had been 


lighting and production consultant on the series almost from its in- 
ception but took over actual direction after NBC staff director Eddie 
Sobol left for the Coast to head up NBC-TV’'s programming there. Ed 
Cashman is producer-director for the Kudner agency, which handles 
the Texaco account on the show, with Kudner yeepee Myron Kirk as 


overall supervisor. 


ABC's seating arrangement for its election night roundup of names 
paid off in extra dividends in having Elmer Davis seated next to and 
speaking after Winchell in the routine round of announcements. The 
contrast between Winchell’s staccato delivery and Davis’ slow dry 


commentary was consistentls 


amusing 


Once when Winchell, after 


reading big city bulletins, turned it over for “word from outlying dis- 


tricts,”’ 
the head of the crick.” 


Davis translated that into “news is starting to come in from 


NBC's electric scoreboard for the election was a pip. 


Giving the 


individual vote for the various candidates it was smartly used in keep- 
ing the totals in round figures. making it easier for the viewer to keep 


track. 


The concentration of the video viewer is so much on the picture 
that he often forgets. or doesn’t care, about the audio portion of the 
program. It may be just as well for the sound on many musical shows 


is frequently off balance and sometimes ‘’way off 


with the smothering voi a 
sounds as though the. were 
background at ail. 


soloisi’s 
practicing 


It mainly has to do 
accompaniment Sometimes ii 
singing without any musical 


All television packages brought to NBC’s KNBH on the Coast will 


be produced, divected and staged 


by station’s hands 


Concession to 


this ruling will be made for commercial agency packages but only if 
the station is absolutely positive that the agency man knows his tele- 


vision job completels 
packagers with sustaining show 


Ultimatum set down by NBC execs means that 
accepted for telensing. will mere|s 


gather the material and place it at KNBH directors feet for interpreta- 


tion. 


Slow motion football over KFI-TV on the Coast has hit the jackpot 


with fans and for station 
showing of the L. A 


Station got such heavy 
Rams games which were filmed for video, in slow 
motion, that Union Oil, games sponsor over KFI 


response trom the 


has purchased addi- 


tional time so that all games put on film can be telecast in slow mo- 


tion. 


Short speed showing picks up much of the smart football, plus 


all the foul play, which the eye cannot catch at regular speed and the 


vid fans are eating it up 


' 
|came up with a figure of 52 as 
j the media:: number of persons per 
session. As 300,000 sets are now 
in use in the Greater New York 
area, it shows there are now 1,- 
900,000 home tele viewers in the 
metropolitan zone. Couple this with 
the intensity of watching (3.26 
hours) and it gives a pretty good 
idea of TV’s progress. 

The 5.2 persons per set repre- 
sents a figure larger than the aver- 
age family generally (placed at 
between 3 and 4) hence, the figure 
obviously includes visitors 

In this 5.2 figure there is also 
another segment not to be ignored. 
fi is the after-school and early 
evening gengup of kids for the 
moppet-slanted shows, plus west- 
ern films, etc. 

The survey further reveals that 
of those responding on the “in- 
tensity of children’s’ viewing,” 
24.7°° say that the youngsters now 
“watch less intensely,” whereas 
65.2%. replied that the children’s 
viewing habits “are the same” as 
when the video set first came into 
the home. 

Those watching more than they 
did amount to 10.1%. The chil- 
dren are also an important part 
ot the audience ‘both as to number 
of viewers and hours of viewing. 

The decline in interest in certain 
TV programs, what viewers would 
like to see that is not now avail- 
able to them, and an appraisal of 
the likes and dislikes in specifie 
programming will be taken up in 
third and concluding installment 
of this survey next week. 


Roach Lot Now 
Coast TY Hdars. 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Home for young television pro- 
ducers is being created at Hal 
Roach studios. Roach lot has in- 
duced eight video production firms 
to headquarter there with a rental 
offer producers feel they can’t turn 
cown There are 10 vid-pic mak- 
ers on the lot including Federated 
Television Films topped by Hal 
Roach, Jr., and Hal Roach Tele- 

vision, headed by Hal Reach, Sr. 





Roach studios are charging the 
producers a flat rental fee of $400 
per day for the use of office space 
and facilities. Facilities include 
‘tage, lighting equipment. projec- 
tion rooms, recording rooms, sound 
channels, cutting rooms and con- 
tact with the heads of departments. 
Producers quartering there related 
that the service is complete along 
with the studios facilities which 
are kept in top condition. Depart- 
ment heads see that the cameras 
and other available equipment are 
kept in top condition for producers’ 
use. 

Producers now quartering on the 
lot are Marshall Grant-Realm Pro- 
ductions, IMPPRO, Federated 
Television Film Productions, Apex 
Films, Cascade Pictures of Cali- 
fornia, MRS, Armor, Cinecraft, 
Roland Reed Productions and the 
Roach firm. 


DAYTIME PROGRAM VOID 
NETTLES CHI DEALERS 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Tele set dealers here are nettled 
about the lack of daytime video 
programs to provide sales demon- 
sirations. Since haseball ended 
the only daytime pictures available 
are tesi patterns, except for fovt- 
ball showings on Saturdas Test 
patterns, say the dealers, don’t im- 
press potential customers 

WBKB formerly had a lineup of 
forenoon sustainers but they were 
dropped this fall as an economy 
move, 





M’ waukee’s 9.250 Sets 


Milwaukee, Nov. 9. 

Check of television dealers and 
distributors reveals that as of 
Nov. 1, there were 9,250 televi- 
sion sets installed in the Milwau- 
kee area 

This is an increase of 2,222 sets 
since Oct. 1, with 86.5°° in homes 
and 13.5¢c in public places, 
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21% more evening listeners—85% more morning listeners—than 


more viewersfthan the next station—TV 
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scthan the next network—AM 
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the story is simple: 

when a single major event provides the 
programming of all broadcasters, 

it's NBC’s coverage that draws and holds 


the most listeners — and viewers. 


the reason is simple: 

NBC means thoroughness — thoroughness 
demonstrated in speed and accuracy of 
reporting the election...in numbers and 
authority of commentators ... in ability 

to present the right political figures at the 
right times... in tenacity of service 

to the public through the continuous all 


night and all morning programming. 


the conclusion is simple: 

to advertisers, that thoroughness in special 
service Means radio's and television’s 
biggest audiences — just as the greatest 
programs \ eek alter week have always 


made NBC audiences the largest. 


For top shows of the week or top story 
of the year, NBC is thoroughly — 

AM or TV —America’s No. 1 Network. 
SOURCE: 


Radio— Hooper 36-city survey 9-11 pm average November 2; 


8-12 am average November 3. 


Television—Hooper New York survey 9-11 pm average November 2. 
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Estimated Weekly Network TV Program Costs 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, Writers, 
Royalties, Freelance Directors, Set Construction, Etc., But Not Commercial Announcements, 
Ageney Directors, Agency Commission or Time Charges. 


(Agencies Listed by Initiais are Benton & Bowles; Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample; Kenyon & Eckhardt; J. Walter Thompson, 
and Young & Rubicam.) 
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NET- 
PROGRAM WORK COST SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER WRITER 
25 ld > ’ ‘hell Remack Enterprises 
ateur 9 yuMont $3,500 Old Golds Lennen & Mitchell Le 
Amateur Hour a te 1.500 Firestone eeeceeeees SWeeney & James.. Martin Stone.........Harold Schaffel 
Americana fi on . “ Jerry Coopersmith 
Author Meets Critics : NBC 2.500 Gen. Peas. .occesss | a ae. Bere Martin Stone........ Stone 
Bigelow Show NBC 5.000 Bigelow-San, ...... ty Qh) Rixinteoussaens : —_ — ame acer 
a a r Me 850 Co-Op WF ere Fate ou ahiman 
Birthday Party DuMont = , Geo. Scheck 
' a6 PE ‘omel: BR Se alee Movietone News...... 
‘amel Newsreel .. NBC 8.500 Camels eure oeeeees - . cal : os 
penal en Broadway NBC 4.500 Chevrolet errs Camp.-Ewald . ..Owen Davis, Jr....... Various 
Disney Newsreel NBC 2.000 Rey «== FAMED, 6 i Scns Hs Sees, Gi. eke deeeeenes Paul Alley 
Doorway to Fame........ DuMont 650 CO-OP... cere eee eeeee Lou Dahiman 
; Geo. Scheck 
Fashions on Parade.......DuMont 2,300 Procter & Gamples:.... SG Bi. kiccecence Tele on Parade...... Elinor Lenz 
Ford Tele Theatre nee CBS 17,500 Ford ee eee we a = ore Fletcher Markel......Various 
Friday Fights _ iaaeas 2,500 Gillette 2... setscccvcce i errr ree William Garden 
aoe ie 3 rows IBC 2.000 Gen. Blectrie. ...<sscss. Ce oe eae Pret. GRMey . vas sa 
yen. Electric News..... NBC 2,00 ee . é a 
pte About Town ve NBC 3,000 POLOR. DOUtIeG.. i pe sacks RTE! scenes Craig Ale icviwces Jovee Sentner 
. si , OF Televue “ns Cayton es 
syreatest Fights .eeeee- DuMont 850 Pelevue Le ns chs oa ; ; : ; 
coven PRINCE. Vics DuMont 1,900 Wanamaker Store...... REPICOCU 5s caeelas WABD Staff bv koe Abe Guiness 
Guit Road Show......... . NBC 2,500 GUS | ae se erga a ld. ay Martin Stone........ Leonard Safir 
¢Howdy-Doody 5 iia toe nh NBC 750 Unique Toys ees RSP ONG Shs 5 pc iKee eens Roger Muir .....Eddie Kean 
Val ike gO NBC 4.000 Procter & Gamble...... COTIOUON, css ceed 3ernard Karlen......Karlen 
cr; yo! ee NBC 4,000 BRMPEE. ign: ou elas Ge Ww ae Sis 6 ae Harry Herrmann..*... Stan Quinn 
Kraft TV Theatre..... Ed Rice 
Mary Kay & Johnny ree RO 2,500 0 a See D.F.&S. teoseees SOW PrOGs, .2.:.1. 0O0RRRY Stearns 
Mary Margaret McBride.... NBC 2.500 eT Oe rere eee New.-Emmett Stella Karn 
7 wane Int'l Silver 
Syivania Elec. 
Sherwin Williams 
Sunshine Biscuit 
Meet the Press sbbgtaks NBC 2,500 RaGT, Es ail bp osere 53 OS 2 Serres oe Martha Rountree 
Monday Fights eee bea eee 2.500 Gillette Liebe ee een Maxon ut Bill Garden ‘ 
Nature Me DE. oa sen bees NBC 750 Motorola -eeeeees.. GOurfain-Cobb Paul Nickell......... Dr | tov Marshall 
ohileo TV Playhouse....... NBC 11,000 PRS Sos isis sere eas 4300 Hutchins oe Fred _Coe hi Reo ane Various 
eoar of Rails. . CBS 750 | a a SS ae Hoyt TOUT ee BEaY: INCISOE 3, « s:4%s:es.ars Robert Bogardus 
2 g ae , 
**Small Fry Club....... DuMont 730 Kolynos 5 ae bh5 ie aunts <a ee oe Ss ere 
Gen. Foods 
Sportsman's Quiz ak ¢ CBS 750 PAE WOELD <Sac.n sas ay bie War. & Legler.......Chas. Polachek eee 
Swift Show axe NBC 4,500 ee ee ee eee McCann-Erick. .. Lee Cogley .. i... ses Eliz. Evans 
Swing Into Sports ... DuMont 650 Co-Op seve eens Bob Loewi........... 
Tales of Red Caboose ABC 750 BMOMEL GOED, sc5 5:6 6505 feiss er ae Hanson 
Texaco Star Theatre we NBC 8,000 Texaco ites ves. « SEGREr \rthur Knon 
Toast of Town............ CBS 5,000 ER? An Po ee ee of Blaine-Thompson Marlo Lewis 
i Ed Sullivan 
We, the People ........... CBS 1,200 i er ee ree Y.&R Rod Erickson.........Leonard Safir 
Welcome Aboard NBC 5.000 Admiral , Kudnet Vie McLeod........ McLeod 


*15 minutes once weekly of half-hour across-board show. 
**Half-hour each once weekly of across-board show. 
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Estimated Weekly Network Program Costs: 1948-49 
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NET- HEAD 
PROGRAM WORK COST SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER WRITER 
Sirike It Rich CBS 3,750 Luden’s eee J. M. Mathes Walt Framer eves 
Sopper Club ..oe NBC 16,000 Chesterfield ..... .. Newell-Emmett ..Bob Packham ........ Fred Heider 
Suspense .............ee0s. CBS 7,500 PUTODME sk cee ew ces Newell-Emmett ...... Tony Leader ........ Various 
Take a Number ._......... MBS 2.500 U.S. Tobacco Seba sy RIOR” cede s caneds 5. Levine & B. Monroe. Levine-Monroe 
Take It or Leave It........ NBC 6.800 Eversharp ............ Biow Liebe hebewe Ed Feldman ...+... Edith Oliver 
Henry J. Taylor .......... ABC 500 General Motors ........ Kudner -++eeeee---Bill Templeton ..... H. J. Taylor 
Teentimers Club ,eecees MBS 1,500 Teen Timers .......... Buchanan ives eeeed eae - EPO -coeoe. Nat Strom 
Telephone Hour oc eee. NBC 8.500 Bell Telephone ....... Ne Ws PVE... csicsacces Wallace Magill .......Norman Rosten 
Texaco Star Theatre........ ABC 7,500 Texas Company ........ Pe eee Ed Cashman ..+..Nat Hiken 
Theatre Guild _......... ABC 16.750 U.S. Steel Titi. gg! Sree er Armina Marshall ....Erik Barnouw 
Theatre of Today ......... CBS 4.500 Armstrong Cork ...... ee 3) ee Ira Avery ...........Freelance 
EEE ER ne ke os xs X48 OS MBS 5,500 Kaiser-Frazer .......... Weintraub ae”, Dashiell Hammett 
Tais Changing World ...... ABC 2,000 Fruehaut Trailer ....... Zimmer-Keller .. Harrison Wood ..... Staff 
This Is Your FBI resees Fe 5.500 Equitable Life -+eoee-.Warwick & Legler Jerry Devine ---. Jerry Devine 
as 18. TOF TATE... esac NBC 8,500 Philip Morris +4 6 605.00 OM . Axel Gruenberg ......Ralph Edwards 
Lowell Thomas tsseene. Soe 4,000 Procter & Gamble....... Compton ..-Ted Bell ..+ee... Lowell Thomas 
Three Star Extra......... NBC 6.000 i i Roche, W'ms & Cieary Fred Morrison ....... 
Today’s Children , NBC 2.500 General Mills ......Knox-Reeves Carl Wester -e-.-.Carvl Coleman 
Tomorrow's Headlines ABC 750 Air-Wick ..... Wm. H. Weintraub Staff ..+e... ABC Newsroom 
True Detective Mysteries MBS 3.500 Williamson Candy ..... Aubrey, Moore & W'ce Murray Burnett ......Murrav Burnett 
True or False MBS 2.500 Shotwell Mfg ... Wade Jean Harrison ......, Agency Staif 
Truth or Consequences .. NBC 10,000 Procter & Gamble ‘ Compton Fd Bailey .......Phil Davis 
Twenty Questions MBS 3.100 Jonson .+...- Cecil & Presbres Gary Stevens .... Carl Geigerich 
Voice of Firestone NBC 7,500 Firestone STITT TTT Te Sweeney & James Edwin L. Dunham 
Fred Waring NBC 10.000 S.C. Johnson........... Needham, Louis & 
; Brorby Tom Bennett ..... Jay Johnston 
3,500 American Meat ....... Leo Burnett Tom Bennett ........Jay Johnston 
3,500 General Electric ........B.B.D. & O. Tom Bennett day Johnston 
Wendy Warren CBS 2.000 General Foods ......... Benton & Bowles Tom McKnight ...... Frank Provo 
We Love and Learn NBC 2.750 Manhattan Soap. ....... Duane Jones Chet Gierlach ....... Lillian Spinner 
We. the People _ CBS 9.500 ROME NORE Ges inca seed Young & Rubicam todney Erickson .... Aubrey Williams 
Welcome Travelers ABC 1,500 Procter & Gamble ...... Compton . Lou Perkins 7 
What Makes You Tick... ABC 3.500 Procter & Gamble....... Compton Addison Smith....... Addison Smith 
What's My Name? tens ee 3.500 General Electric .++s skew, & O; John Gibbs John Gibbs 
When a Girl Marries ...... NBC 2,500 General Foods ......... Benton & Bowles Tom McDermott ..... Elaine Carrington 
See gc caweons ABC 2,500 Paul F. Beich Co.......-Olian Harold Kave ....Harold Kaye _ 
Meredith Willson ....... ABC 7.000 General Foods ......... Young & Rubicam Myron Dutton .....Meredith Wilison 
Walter Winchell............ ABC 7,500 Jergens ...+. Robert W. Orr John Hoaglund ...Walter Winchell 
Woman in White........... NBC 2,500 General Mills ...... .Knox-Reeves Herbert Futran Herbert Futran 
Young Dr. Malone.......... CBS 2,500 Procter & Gamble....... Compion Fayette Crum .. David Driscoll 
Pepper Young's Family..... NBC 2,500 Procter & Gamble .......Pedlar & Ryan Chick Vincent Elaine Carrington 
Young Widder Brown....... NBC 2,500 Piillips Toothpasie ......B-F-S *Martha Atwell Elizabeth Todd 
Your Hit Parade........... NBC 16,000 SACRY GIRO 2 see B.B.D. & O. David White Paul Dudlev 
Your Song & Mine......... CBS 7,500 Borden Co. ............. Kenyon & Eckhardt...Frank Hummert ...... Staff 
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Directors 


Continued from page 26 — 


asked few questions and requested 
until Noy. 22 to study the terms, 

At least 200 freelance cue-throw- 
ers are affected by the proposed 
agreement, according to the guild. 
Network shows also are affected, 
since the opening of talks with the 
agencies activates a clause under 
“Commercial Program Fees” in the 
RTDG pact with the webs, signed 
Dec. 81, 1947. 

This clause states: “The Com- 


| pany and the Guild agree to nego- 


tiate in good faith with the Guild 
for the establishment of minimum 
commercial program fees and con- 
ditions at such time, but not before 
such time, as the Guild shall com 
mence similar negotiations with 
other employers of directors pro- 
ducing a substantial proportion of 
the network commercial programs 
originating in New York City.” 

Guild has sent copies of the pro- 
posed agreement to all agencies 
and packagers known to employ ra- 
dio directors. 

Directors believe their problems 


'in reaching an accord with the 


agencies and packagers are simpli- 
fied by comparison. with the 
writers, in that no complicated 
question of script rights is involved 
and there is expected to be less 
disagreement over the definition of 
an employee in the case of the di- 
rectors 

Basic minimum fees proposed by 
‘TDG range from $75 for a one- 
to-five-minute program once week- 
ly and $200 for such a program five 
times a week, to $500 for a 31-to- 
60-minute program once weekiy 
and $1,500 for such a program five 


| times a week. Base pay for cue- 


| 


throwing on a 15-minute cross-the- 
board show or a half-hour weekly 


| program would be $350. 


For repeats, one-third would be 
added to these fees. Fee for audi- 
tions would be not less than 75° 
of these sums. 

Sustaining rates would be one- 
half of commercial rates 

Guild now has national contracts 
with ABC, CBS and NBC and with 
WOR. N. Y., covering staff radio 
directors. Pact is also in force wit! 
CBS covering television directors 
in New York. An attempt last week 
to open talks with ABC covering 
its TV directors hasn’t yet been 
answered by the web. 





- Canada Tele 


I} Continued from page 29 ===) 








Toronto, 50,000-watter and largest 
independent radio station in this 
country. Both of these submitted 
completed plans, plus details of ini- 
tial $2,000,000,000 expenditures 
each, once they got the green light. 

Other applicants were Jack 
Cooke, operator of CKEY, Toronto; 
Al Leary, appearing for CHIO, 
Toronto, and claiming he had Unit- 
ed Kingdom financial backing; 
CFCF and CKAC, Montreal. 

With Famous Players and CFRB, 
Toronto, receiving the greater at- 
tention from the CBC on complet- 
ed detailed plans, CBC neverthe- 
less noted emphatic objections 
from Joseph Sedgwick, counsel for 
the Canadian Assn. of Broadcasters, 
that Famous Players was a corpo- 
ration controlled by American in- 
terests (Paramount), and that such 
a television license should not be 
granted to film interests at this 
time. (Joseph Sedgwick is brother 
of Harry Sedgwick, president of 
CFRB,. Toronto, and president of 
the CAB.) 

Odeon Theatres of Canada, the 
Arthur Rank Enterprise with some 
170 houses across the Dominion, 
entered the picture when Leonard 
Brockington, vice-president and 
legal counsel for Odeon—and also 
a member of the CBC board of 
governors hearing the applications 
—took the stand that all theatres 
in Canada should have the rigitt 
to choose and rebroadcast TV shows 
on an equal basis. and no exclusive 
rights be given to any one theatre 
chain 


TV Invades the Planets 
Philadelphia, Nov. 9 

First telecast from a_planetari- 
um will be made Thursday (11 
when Dr. Roy Marshall invades 
the Fels Planetarium, in the 
Franklin Institute, to explain the 
mystery of the solar system over 
his NBC program, “The Nature of 
Things.” 

Dr. Marshall will demonstrate 
the scientific marvels of the huge 
aa that creates a man-made 
sky 
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Tele Follow-up Comment 


SESH ETE SHOVES ES. 


+O O44 44 THEE TPOP SH SOOOS 


Abe Burrows brought his unique | Vikings. Caigary Bros. (2) worked 


brand of whimsical humor to tele- 
vision for the first time on Ad- 
miral’s ‘Welcome Aboard” show 
on the NBC-TV web Sunday (7) 
night. He held the spotlight for 
15 minutes of the half-hour stanza 
and did a neat job with his gravel- 
voiced singing and comedy. Tele 
is definitely as good a medium for 
Burrows as radio or niteries, in 
both of which he’s already estab- 
lished a rep. ‘ 
Pied Pipers (4) also turned in an 
excellent job with a brace of tunes. 
Three men and a girl apparently 
routined their work to provide the 


requisite intimacy for tele and 
thereby projected well over the 
kinescope. Helene and Howard, 
who opened the’ show, started 


slowly with a weak attempt at com- 
edy but picked up fast when they 
went into their burlesqued jitter- 
bug terping. Producer-director Vic 
McLeod handled his cameras well 
for the most part but missed out 
on the dance due when they broke 
to opposite ends of the stage in a 
closeup shot. 


Russ Morgan maintained his 


| their standard 
| drunk act. It 


/show was still plodding. It picked 


up again with Berle doing the old. 


| vaude routine on the Western 


| Union office. This skit, incidentally, | 


/demonstrated there’s a definite 
place on vaudeo for such material 
if it’s staged well, as this one was. 

Miss Niesen then came on to 
wrap things up well. Teeoff num- 
ber, “Wha’ Hoppen, Baby,” 
seemed a little out of her stvle 
and she oversold it, but it was 
still the brightest spot on the 
show to that point. Then Berle 
joined her for a couple of choruses 
of “You're the Top,” which gave 
them both a chance to shine. Miss 
Niesen projected well on the 
screen and, like most such _per- 
formers, proved she’d be a good 
bet for her own TV show. Sid 
Stone’s pitchman commercial, com- 
ing slightly past the midway mark 
in the show, was one of the slowest 
to date. Unless he has especially 
good material week after week, 
Stone’s work becomes repetitious. 





affaible performance as emcee and | 


his orch cut the show well. 


“Philco Television Playhouse” 
made its first stab at farce comedy 
Sunday (7) night with a telever- 
sion of Edwin Burke’s “This Thing 
Called Love.’ Play was none too 
successful when it opened on 
Broadway in September, 1928, and 
it gained nothing in its TV adapta- 


tion. Philco probably deserves 
some credit for experimenting 


with comedy but it will have to do 
better than this. 

Cast, topped by Ralph Bellamy, 
was good and injected a racy pace 
into the script but the actors 
couldn't overcome the trite situa- 
tions and cliched dialog. Bellamy 
did as well as possible as the mil- 
lionaire seeking a happy married 
life after 15 years in Peru and was 
handed a nice assist by Ann Lee as 
his vis-a-vis. Peggy Conklin and 
Hiram Sherman teamed well as the 
screwball couple. 
fluffed a couple of lines, but Marta 
Linden did okay as his frau. Hope 
Miller, as the Spanish siren around 
whom most of the action centered, 
made the most of a comparatively 
difficult assignment, handling both 
her accent and gestures nicely. 
Ernest Cossart was in and out as 
the butler. 

Modern was 


apartment _ set 


neatly executed and producer-di- | 


rector Fred Coe hypoed the pace 


Reed Brown, Jr., | 


Toast of the Town (CBS-TV) had 
a fair-to-middling bill last Sunday 
(7). It lacked mainly a really top- 
| grade next-to-closing act. Camera 
work, too, has been better. Open- 
ing skit about Dr. Gallup (imper- 
sonated by Dave Burns of “Make 
Mine Manhattan”), who goes off- 
Stage and shoots himself, paid off 
okay but it was evident that this 
gag is nearing the end of its run. 
|The Dunhills, tap trio, showed 
excellent form in fast and intricate 
routines. The boys proved also 
that lappers can have a_sophis- 
ticated look. The Florida Trio’s 
knockabout act was overlong, point- 
less and too similar, without being 
superior, to an act that has already 
played the vaudeo circuit a good 
deal. Dick Buckley clicked with a 
routine using actress Ann Jeffreys, 
sports stars Ken Strong and Bar- 
ney Ross, and Dave Burns as 
human Charlie McCarthys doing 
an Amos 'n’ Andy scene, Rochelle 
& Bee Bee showed a fine hand for 
clowning in their ballroom hoke. 
Monica Lewis, a pretty picture on 
anybody’s tele screen, sold two 
numbers in her smooth style, with 
nice backing from Ray Bloch’s 
musickers. Right profile shot of 
her was not too flattering, but she 
looked swell from every 
;angle. Rolly Rolls, Paris concert 
pianist who took up comedics at 
the ivories, showed a deft touch 
|for it. Closeups were intriguing 


slow-motion and/| 
was good but the. 


other | 


STUDIO ONE 
(“The Storm’’) ; 
With Margaret Sullavan, Dean 
Jagger, Harry Bellaver, Alan 
MacAteer, ‘Maurice Manson, 
Mary Wickes, John Forsythe, 
Leslie Litomy 
Director: Worthington C. Miner 
Adapter: Miner 
'60 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 
Still another hour-long dramatic 
series has projected itself into the 
Sunday night television picture, 
with CBS raising the curtain on a 
TV version of its former “Studio 
One” radio series. For the initial 
effort, director 





suspenseful ‘The Storm,” 


ger as the co-stars. 


Unfortunately, “Studio One” got | 


off to a start that left the viewer 


both confused and bewildered.. It} 
in transferring the | 
ex-Fletcher Markle radio series to | 
video, the network was attempting | 
to explore unorthodox avenues in | 


may be that, 


direction and in choice of proper- 
ties. In this respect, the produc- 
tion of “The Storm” achieved a 
success of sorts. For Miner at least 
irates an A for effort in striving 
for an added dimensional quality, 
tackling a play requiring a multi- 
plicity of sets and broadening the 
scope of the production by inter- 
spersing periodic film montages to 
| telescope time and action and give 
it breadth. 

But in tackling this slick who- 
dunit whose chief dramatic ele- 
ment is one of suspense, Miner 
(but more notably the author) 
failed to pull the pieces together, 
so that a viewer was tempted at 
the end to call CBS to ask “wha’ 
oppened?” The curtain fell in a 
complete state of confusion for the 
viewer. Granted that the author 
had intended a “read into it what- 
ever you want” type of format, the 
fact remains that the video ver- 
sion of the story of a despondent 
gal who winds up marrying a guy 
with a bundle of secrets never 
succeeded in capturing the nuances 
or create for the viewer the final 
sensation of panic that was _ in- 
tended. 

For this very reason, Dean Jag- 
ger, in the role of the secretive 
groom, never quite knew whether 
to be a good or a bad guy and 
wound up in a sort of confusing 
nether region that didn’t enhance 
the play, On the other hand, Mar- 
garet Sullavan gave a fine, sensi- 
tive portrayal as the luckless gal. 

Considering the fact that 
“Storm” added up to a “‘toughie,” 
the camera crew made as much 
pictorial sense out of the play as 
was possible. Rose. 


| 


by lensing the actors as they raced | 85 he fingered a coupe of ditties) Oya Dp CARE 
from room to room. Program host | 0n the world’s tiniest concertino. | With Dr. Henry Kaessler, Maxine 


Bert Lytell and announcer Bob 
Stanton gave the Philco plugs their 
usual dignified treatment, bringing 
in orch leader Woody Herman for 
a between-acts guest shot on the 
commercials. Show ran only 50 
minutes, forcing Lytell -and Bel- 
lamy to round out the hour with 
chit-chat about the program. 


Maybe it was the pre-election ex- 
citement or maybe it was the 
dearth of any femme glamor but 
Milton Berle and the “Texaco Star 
Theatre” seemed much slower than 
usual last Tuesday (2) night on the 
NBC-TV web. With only one or 
two spontaneously bright flashes, 
the show plodded at a pedestrian 
pace until Gertrude Niesen came 
on in the final act to sing, shake 
her hips a little too much and toss 
gags with Berle to put a good 
windup on the stanza. Even the 
women, though, must have tired of 
watching all the male acts parade 
across the lenses before Miss 
Niesen’s appearance. 

Show's opening gag was good, 
with two men wearing Dewey and 
Truman masks’ carrying Berle 
across the stage. Peiro Bros. (2), 
fresh from Latin America, im- 
impressed with some neat juggling 
work. They added some nice novel- 
ty to the standard balancing rou- 
tines with their stick-juggling and 
hat-spinning, both carried off with- 
out a mishap. Berle then introed 
Louis Prima, trumpeter and orch 
leader, who soloed his w.k. arrange- 
ment, with gravel-voiced vocals, of 
“IT Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love.” Prima’s a good pertormer 
but he could have been presented 
to much better advantage had he 
been backed with more production 
than the flat-toned draperies. Berle, 
of course, joined him on a trumpet 
for the second number, the two of 
them gagging up “Tiger Rag.” 

The Cossack Quartet came out 
much too deadpan for TV closeups 
but, happily, sang only one un- 
identified Russian number on their 
own. Berle pepped things consid- 
erably by joining them in a second 
song, working in an oversized cos- 
tume in a stint similar to the one 


| June Taylor chorus line contrib- 
‘uted a bouncy can-can, 





| “Actor’s Studio” (ABC-TV) was 
|far from its best last Sunday (7) 
‘in its presentation of ‘‘Ropes,” by 
| Wilbur Daniel Steele, despite its 
capable principals. Kim Hunter, 
;|Tom Ewell and Warren Stevens 
| were starred in a not overly plaus- 
‘ible piece about a_ lighthouse 
| keeper, blinded by a fall and try- 
|ing to keep it from his overseer. 
_Latter, coming by on_ inspection, 
i discovers the fact and chases the 
'keeper’s pretty frau around the 
| place trying to smooch her. But 
ithe keeper bangs his head again 
‘and gets his sight back, so all's 
‘well. An improbable set didn’t 
help matters. 





“Chevrolet on Broadway” neatly 
staged a lightweight comedy by 
|True Boardman on NBC Monday 
|night (8), and also introduced Erni 
|Arneson, Danish actress imported 
|specially for video werk. Miss 
|Arneson, however, was not given 
‘much of a chance to display her 
'talents on this show. Her role of a 
| medieval damsel coming to life in 
ithe 20th century was too brief and 
|her costuming all but completely 
hid her. Main burden of the show 


was carried by Richard Waring, as lit’s the only way it can be done in- | 


a novelist with a fertile imagina- lasmuch as it probably wouldn't be | 


tion, and Gloria Holden, as the. 


jealous wife. Camera work, which 


involved tricky dissolve shots, was. 
expertly executed and the setting | 


j/was solid and spacious. 


21,200 D. C. Sets 


Washington, Nov. 9. 
Television sets in use in the cap- 





ital metropolitan area increased by | 
3,000 last month, bringing the num- | 


|ber of receivers as of Nov. 1 to 
(21,200, according to an estimate 
last week by the Washington Tele- 
vision Circulation Committee. 
Group was formed last Decem- 
ber to provide reliable information 
on video set figures which would 
be acceptable to the entire indus- 


he formerly did with the Ben Yost tly. 


Stuart 
| Director: Edward Stasheff 
'15 Mins., Mon., 5:30 p.m. 
SANITARY DIAPER SERVICE 
WPIX, N. Y. 
(Miller) 
| Child care isn’t a topic that will 
|entice a universal audience. What 
| televiewers are attracted to by this 
‘series utilizing talks by  pedia- 
|tricians is just what the sponsor, a 
|diaper service, wants. Conse- 
| quently, series is seen as serving 
|its purpose at least as far as the 
| bankroller is concerned. 
| On the initial show, Dr. Henry 
|Kaessler discoursed in conversa- 
‘tional tones with Maxine Stuart, 
| playing a nurse, on various phases 
‘on child upbringing. 
| mainly of the danger of failure to 
take into consideration an infant’s 
| personal desires as against adher- 
lence to a strict schedule. It’s truly 


informative for the maternal set, | 


‘and the viewer gets a load of solid 
| advice. fs 
Show uses two sets, the medico’s 


} 
| 


|are in the study, and everytime a 


| telephone rings, nurse stalks into 
the other set and starts pitching 
|for the diaper service. This tactic 


| gives the impression that the nurse 


is on the payroll of the diaper serv- | 


{ice and has to sneak in the plugs in 
|'a sub-rosa manner. But probably 


ethical for a medico to take a hand 
in pitching for a specific commer- 
cial service. 

| Dr. Kaessler, naturally, isn’t a 
|tele performer. His nervousness 
{was fairly apparent, especially 
when contrasted with the strong 
| speaking tones of Miss Stewart, but 
|his info is quite good. Jose. 





| St. Joseph, Mo. — Harold J. 
“Smitty” Schmitz joined KFEQ 
here as farm service director re- 
‘cently. He had been extension 
radio farm specialist at Purdue 
Univ., which he left to take the 
'KFEQ assignment. While at Pur- 
due he conducted a survey among 
Indiana farmers on “What farm 
peopie want from radio,” and re- 
sults of this study are guiding him 
at KFEQ. 


Worthington C.| 
Miner adapted McKnight Malmar’s | 
with 
Margaret Sullavan and Dean Jag- | 


He talked | 


|study and consultation room. Talks | 


Tele Does Its Top 


Job to Date 


~ In Marathon Election Coverage 





WAAM’s Marathoner 


Marathon job turned in by 
all television stations in elec- 
tion night coverage has natu- 
rally resulted in a myriad of 
boasts as to who set the long- 
est continuous programming 
record. Among the N. Y. 
broadcasters, DuMont came 
out on top because of its day- 
time programming the preced- 
ing day (Tues.). Station took 
the air at 7 a.m. that morning 
and remained on until 4:34 the 
following ayem, thereby log- 
ging over 21'% hours continu- 
ously. 

Lengthiest programming ef- 
fort, though, was turned in by 
WAAM, new indie station in 
Baltimore. Although election 
day was only its second day of 
operation, the station teed off 
at 5:30 that afternoon and pro- 
grammed for 23 hours and five 





minutes without a_ break. 
| Much of its election returns 
vas fed by ABC-TV from 


N. Y., but WAAM also staged 
10 live shows during the mara- 
thon, as well as much special 
film. Feat was” especially 
noteworthy because all the sta- 
tion’s equipment was still in 
the breaking-in process. 








ELECTION NIGHT COVERAGE 
With Alex Dreier, Robert McCor- 
mick, Edward Wallace, Harold 
True; Frank Eschen, St. Louis; 

Ed Lebherz, Buffalo 
Director: William Ray 
16 hrs., Tues., Wed. 

RCA 
WNBK-TYV, from Cleveland 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

NBC's Cleveland tele-operations 
slipped into effect Sunday night, 
Oct. 30, with a Philco kinescope 

film. That was for the record. On 
Election night, however, WNBK 
soared to majestic splendor with a 
crackerjack, ding-dong presenta- 
tion of returns to the NBC midwest 
division of six stations, including 
Toledo, St. Louis, Chicago, Buffalo 
and Detroit. 

True, topflight NBC personnel 
moved onto the local arena for ac- 
tive participation and consultation, 
but the efforts of the local staff 
blended so neatly into the overall 
picture that, literally 
that “picture” was one of the best 
yet seen in any major video opera- 
tion. 

WNBK has taken over one of the 
major studios of its sister station, 
WTAM. Into studio “B” went de- 
tailed planning that made election 
' night coverage one of the outstand- 
ing presentations of the day. Tech- 
nically, the signal and picture was 
_ strong and clear. There was expert 
coordination between the commen- 
tators and the cameramen with 
the huge boards, that showed the 
results, being sashayed beautifully 
with the words of the commenta- 
tor. Alex Dreier had a slight ten- 
_dency to stay ahead of the camera 
|at the start of the evening, but a 
few timely hints from Ted Mills, 
cameras shifting, ironed out its 
minor flaw. 

Robert McCormick, Ed Wallace, 
other o-o station men did fine jobs, 
with McCormick and Driver han- 
dling overall coverage, and Wallace 
blending in the Ohio scene. An 
early morning interview with Gov.- 
elect Frank Lausche lent stimulus 
‘to the program. 


The orderliness of the operations 


/and smoothness of the entire 16- 
| hour stanza. There were boih nice 
background color shots and noises 
blended into a well-focused over- 
all picture. 

William Ray, NBC's 
news chief, can take a well-earned 
bouquet for his job. Saunders 
Thomas and Charles Ranallo han- 
died production with finesse. Mil- 
ton Kitchen’s cameramen and engi- 
neers also performed nobly. 


Only rough spot in the election 
returns were dull RCA commer- 
cials. Format was the same 
throughout the evening in which 
three plugs were given each hour 
between 8 and midnight, and two 
hourly thereafter except on few oc- 


casions when interview and con- | 


tinuity ruled out commercial. 
Sponsor identification consisted of 
slide cartoon or lettering put on a 
board as announcer read the copy. 
Announcer, Joe Mulvehill, handled 
his blurbs well, but even the change 
in wording couldn't offset duliness 
in repetition of same_ format 
| throughout the evening. Mark. 


| 30 Mins.; Fri., 9 
/PROCTER & GAMBLE 


who with expert touch kept the | 


‘for various reasons. 


‘unlimited and the only problem, 


'apparently, was to round it up into 


‘mostly well-handled and Ray Mor- 
_gan’s live narration to bridge the 


Chicago | 


+ By BOB STAHL 


If there was any doubt of tele- 
vision’s superiority over all other 
| media as a straight news reporter, 
it must certainly have been dis- 
pelled by the excellent marathon 
coverage given the election returns 
last Tuesday (2) night and Wednes- 
day morning by the TV networks 
and indie stations. Working in- 
dividually for the first time on an 
event of such national scope and 
significance, the broadcasters out- 
did even the tremendous job they 
turned in covering the political 
conventions in Philadelphia last 
summer. Their on-the-spot report- 
ing naturally gave them an ad- 
vantage over newspapers, and TV’s 
visual factors gave the coverage 
considerably more impact than 
radio has ever enjoyed. 

Comparison of the five major 
N. Y. stations’ work election night 
would be difficult, since all han- 
died the job so well. WJZ-TV and 
the ABC web would draw the nod 
for colorful presentation, mostly 
because of the TV appearance for 
the first time of such top-name 
commentators as Walter Winchell, 
Drew Pearson and Elmer Davis. 
For variety and mobility of cov- 
erage, the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX 
probably turned in the best job. 

WCBS-TV (CBS) did an efficient 
workmanlike presentation, as did 
WABD (Du Mont). For the best 
all-around coverage, though, the 
vote would have to go to WNBT 
(NBC). While the others took 
breathers during the early ayem 
hours, NBC and its entire staff re- 
mained on the air continuously 
from 9 p.m. Tuesday until after 
Governor Dewey conceded _ the 
election just before noon the next 
day. The station’s election return 
boards were easier to read; it pre- 
sented studio interviews through- 
out the night with such political 
biggies as James A. Farley and 
candidates Norman Thomas and 
Henry Wallace, and_ generally 
handled the coverage in top show- 
manly production. 


Commentators Shine 
Winchell, Pearson and Davis, all 
| of whom worked in the ABC news 

room until about 8 a.m. Wednes- 
day, proved they won’t need much 
TV dressing if they ever decide on 
tele for a regular career. Win- 
| chell, with his hat pushed back on 
| his head, with eye glasses and in 
| shirtsleeves, epitomized the aver- 
(Continued on page 38) 





speaking, | 


| VD LIKE TO SEE 


| With Ray Morgan, narrator 


Producer-writer: Bernard E. Karlen 
p.m, 


NBC-TYV, from N. Y. 
(Compton) 


Compton ad agency execs were 


| plugging film as the best method 
of television presentation as far 
|back as two years ago, when most 
| broadcasters favored live program- 


/ming. It’s only natural, conse- 
/quently, that “I’d Like to See,” first 
, TV show bankrolled by Procter & 
|Gamble, Compton’s top-spending 
‘client, would comprise mostly film. 
|Preem show last Friday (5) still 
left the question of live vs. film up 
‘in the air. 

For what it attempted to do, the 
P & G program came off okay. Pro- 
ducer Bernard E. Karlen has a 
| workable format, presenting pix of 
|past events that viewers ask to see 
Amount of 
stock footage on hand is practically 


suitable form. With the exception 
of employing overlong clips on sev- 


,eral subjects, Karlen worked out 


was reflected in the camera ease |?" interesting and often nostalgic 


show. Editing of the film was 


different subjects helped break the 
monotony an all-film show might 
have had. 

Show could have been paced 
‘much better. While the roundup of 
presidents from Wiiiiam McKiniey 
to President Truman’s reelection 
,last week was almost good enough 
for theatrical distribution, the long 
time allotted to films of the famous 
Dcmpsey-Tunney “long-count”’ fight 
could lead some viewers to start 
trying other channels. Fight films 
were interesting but confining 
them to the referee’s count alone 
would have done more to punch up 
the show. 

Commercials, plugging Ivory 
Soap, Duz and Crisco, also on film, 
|were good but how come NBC al- 
lows a client to advertise three sep- 
arate products on a single half-hour 
program? Popularity on this show 
incidentally, can be easily gauged 
by the number of viewers mailin 
in requests for filmed events they’ 
like to see, ‘ Stal. 
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LIFE WHTH LUIGI? 1S FUNNY vs: tasns' 


Luigi is now on the air making friends by 
the millions. For Luigi is mass-audience 
programming, charged with sales-provoking 


laughter. But it's more than superb 








character-and-situation comedy. It has 





the fresh impact of friendly satire... 

of a salty vein of Americana... 

Starring J. Carroll Naish, it is produced 

with the adroit skill of Cy Howard who built 


**My Friend Irma” into its top-20 rating. 





AND MY FAVORITE HUSBAND” 13 FUNKY” 


For Lucille Ball is one of the great “natural” 


comics in showbusiness, playing the lead 
in a rambunctious husband-and-wife 
comedy situation. Tailored for big audiences, 


it covers “the war between men and women. 











li 1s the work of Jess Oppenheimer, one of 


the top craftsmen of radio comedy (and chief 





writer and director of the Fanny Brice show). 
Dariety calls it “slick radio.’ So does the 


audience. And so wW ill a sponsor, 


“Luigi” and “Husband” are two CBS Package 
Programs, conceived and built in the same 
creative workshop that produced 21 other 

CBS Package Programs, now successfully 
serving 18 different sponsors today. 


In other words. they re top network programs. 
} prog 





And having them on the air, fully developed, 
should make many kinds of people happy, 


including two alert advertisers, 





*Coust to-coast on CBS, 9-30-1000 P V EST. Tuesdays 


**¢ oast-to-coast on CBS, 7:00-7:30 PM EST, Saturdays 


> Hs Ss PAUNAGE PROGRAMS 











; 38 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 10, 1948 














| DuMont’s Round-Clock Sked 


Continued from page 29 














performers adlibbing their stuff. 
Vith few exceptions, the day’s log 
is routined wisely, with interview 
shows breaking up the musical seg- 


screen is okay. Anyone watching 
the entire 11 hours of shows might 
tire of the clock-weather-tempera- 
ture signal, the same set used with 
only minor variations for each ments. Public service spots also 
show and the number of perform- get their full share of emphasis, 
ers who do nothing but sit at a with the shots out the window of 


pimmo and sing. That in itself, DuMont studio showing the weath- 
though. is no worse than the steady er and traffic at 53d _ street and 
diet of disk jockeys and/or soap Madison avenue being especially 


operas fed daytime radio listeners standout in this respect 


—and moreover who will sit glued Of the shows caught last Thurs 


to a TV receiver for 11 hours a day day (4) and Friday (5), Pat Meikle’s 

i) five days a week? “Television Baby Sitter’ and Stan 
Lo, The Poor Male Shaw’s noontime musical interlude 

As it now stacks up, DuMont’s were best Miss Meikle, with her 

daytime programming offers little “Wilmer. the Pigeon” routine and 
concession to any male viewers her knowing method of not talk 


who might tune in. Schedule has 
been set up with the idea of hit- 
ting the viewers who will be on 
hand at any specific time and the 
distaffers, of course, get the nod 
Nice, breezy informality is the key- 
note of the entire day, with most 


ing down to her moppet audience, 
is probably the answer to a moth- 
er’s prayer. She’s already being 
touted as a new TV star and should 
so on from this to better things 
Shaw’s show came closest to being 
straight entertainment. Format 
—— was similar to that of his ‘Record 
Rendezvous” program on the N.Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX, with an instru- 
mental trio plugging pop tunes and 
backing the guest artists Shaw can 
round up. Bibi Osterwald guested 
on the show caught and did a neat 
job with a group of oldtime, nostal- 
gic tunes. 

Most of the commercials 
throughout the day were integrated 
into the various programs’ formats. 
As such, they were of value both to 
the advertiser and to the viewer. 
Product demonstrations especially 
looked like good, salesworthy 
plugs. Withal; the daytime  pro- 
gramming represents an inexpen- 
sive method for any TV _ broad- 
caster to build his revenue and, 
possibly, come close to the break- 
even point for his now-losing op- 
eration. Stal. 














Seley. si Oc 


if It’s a “Feature 
Production” It’s Especially 
Designed to Suit the Ad- | 
vertiser’s Needs. 














Tele’s Top Job | 


=m continued from page 35 





age conception of a top news com- 
mentator. Same went for Pearson 
with his regular radio predictions 
which proved false) and for Davis’ 
workmanlike reports. As with all 
other stations. WJZ-TV cut peri- 
odically to the Republican and 
Democratic headquarters for spot 
interviews and color coverage. 
WPIX took full advantage of the 
Daily News editorial room, 
the preliminary swing around the 
city and copy desks highly interest- 


PRODUCERS OF 


HINT HUNT 
LADIES BE SEATED 
SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
BRAND NEW BRIDES 
MAN ON THE FARM 


handled his guests after he’d got- 


viewee. 

WCBS-TV worked out of. its 
studios in the Grand Central Bldg. 
Announcer Doug Edwards and 


PRODUCTIONS 


pub relations counsellor Lyman 
. 3ryson did an outstanding job 
228 N. LaSalle St., Chicago throughout the night. Wide 


camera sweeps around the vast 
room consistently dramatized the 
surprising returns and the studio 
interviews were handled extremely 


State 3156 

















Nan, 
UIET 
coe ioe LEASE 


FTF FF 


Sundays 5:00—5:30 PM est 
ON ABC NETWORK 


This eerie chiller has won high praise from both critics 
and listeners for its casting, script and production, 
Written by Wyllis Cooper, creator of “Lights Out,”’ it 
features Ernest Chappel as director and star. QUIET 
PLEASE is taut and tense. It draws suspense out to the 
breaking point, then pays off with a twist that brings 
audiences back week after week. Ask your ABC rep- 
resentative for details or contact... 


ABC 





























PROGRAM DEPARTMENT 
30 Rockefeller Plaza — CIrcle 7-5700 








| 


with | 


ing. Station had Rex Marshall on} 

AVAILABLE FOR hand for newsroom coverage, 
SPONSORSHIP Lowell Limpus for analysis and 
Ben Gross for something. An-)| 

nouncer Guy Lebow and_inter- 

SHOOT THE MOON viewer Jimmy Jemail worked in 
LET‘'S CLEAN UP the Broadway Paramount theatre 
lobby and on Times Square, catch- 

K-I-D-S CARNIVAL ing much added color with man- 
PUT ‘N TAKE in-the-street interviews. Jemail, | 
incidentally, antagonized some 

viewers with the rude way he 


wh ten what he wanted from them, 
' if t “hi . ~ ’ 
often pushing them _ brusquely 

1 aside to bring on another inter- | 


chell, Pearson, Elmer Davis, Walter 


well. DuMont, working in co- 


lowing its regular evening pro- 
gramming, including boxing. Sta- 
tion suffered, though, by turning 
over the bulk of the narration to 
the Newsweek staff, who may be 
good writers and political analysts 
but who didn’t show well as an- 
nouncers. 

NBC worked with Life mag in 
a repeat of their convention cov- 
erage and the two outfits together 
were tough to beat Especially 
noteworthy were the interviews In 


“Room 22” and the electric score 
board, which flashed the popular 
vote periodically in easy-to-read 
figures as Ben Grauer read them 
off Grauer did a standout job, 
with a fine assist from  Life’s 
Oliver Jensen, maintaining his 
dramatic news presentation and 
poise throughout the long, gruell- 


ing hours. Also standout was John 
Cameron Swazey, whose excellent 
narration and _ intelligent  inter- 
viewing proved one of the high 
spots of a well-done job. 


Script, But Not Bias, 
Tossed Out, As Returns 
Catch Gabbers Off Base 


By DICK DOAN 
The four major radio networks 
were just as badly thrown off by 
the pre-election polls as every- 
body else, and it reflected seriously 
on their coverage of the election 
returns last week. For while the 





standard reporting job was 
turned in — and it was a tiring, 


long-drawn-out chore—the han- 
dling of the tallies belied the pre- 
conceived beliefs of most of the 
newscasters and commentators as 
to the outcome of the race. 

The accenting of Dewey totals in 
contrast to Truman’s in some cases 
verged on open bias, with the GOP 
tally almost always being read off 
first ‘on alphabetical grounds, no 
doubt) and the emphasis being put 
time and time again on Dewey 
“leading” in such-and-such num- 
ber of states, whereas Truman was 
never out of the real lead. Given 
benefit of a doubt, the gabbers at 
least were guilty of playing the re- 
turns according to what they felt 


the final story would be rather 
than what the figures alone indi- 
cated. “Analysis” throughout 


most of the night consisted in re- 
assurances that the tide would 
change as soon as the rural areas 
reported. Despite consistency in 
the Demo lead from the outset, the | 
returns were described hour after 
hour as “inconclusive.” 
Not quite all of the newsmen got | 
tarred by the polls, it must be ad- 
mitted. The ringmasters, such as) 
Bob Trout on NBC and John Daly | 
on CBS, played the running story 
pretty straight. Of the commen- 
tators, the three least snafued by 
the final outcome appeared to be, 
Gabriel Heatter, because he is most 
expert of the  fence-straddlers; 
Drew Pearson, who called the! 
shots as he got them, and Mutual’s 
Louis Bean, who touted Truman all 
along and went out on a limb at 
3 a.m. Wednesday (3) by ‘“‘conced- 
ing” the President’s election. Heat- 
ter at 9:15 p.m. Tuesday intoned 
that “people are voting as Ameri- 
cans and they generally do.” 


Networkwise, the laurels seem to 
go more to ABC and Mutual than 
to their two competitors. ABC, 
doing mostly a simultaneous AM- 


TV coverage job, kept the show 
lively with fast ball tossing be- 
tween star players Walter Win- 


Kiernan, and company. Mutual 
made its mark with a multiplicity | 
of around-the-country pickups. On | 
NBC, Trout did a standout job of 
reading off state-by-state totals in 
easy-to-digest fashion; but on the 
whole, both CBS and NBC de- 
voted time to this state-by-state | 
rundown that might more interest- 
ingly have been given over to high- 
lighting spot and overall develop- 
ments. 

It would be a gross injustice, | 
however, not to hand a deep bow | 
to the webs as a whole for staying 
with the story until the tale was 


told. It turned into a marathon 
public service effort which taxed 
physical endurance. And, almost 


to a man, the crews stuck to their 
mikes until the job was done. 








Albany — William G. 
Co. has been appointed national | 
rep for WPTR, Schine-controlled | 
station. At the same time, general 
manager Leonard Asch announced | 
the selection of Joseph R. Fife as | 
sales manager, to succeed | 


Rambeau 


Du Val. 





Se .)8 





| 
operation with Newsweek mag, did | 
an efficient job after it came ew elie 
on with the election returns fol- 


vision Biz 








Marine National Exchange Bank 
of Milwaukee signed for a 26-week 


series of half-hour shows, titled 
“Salute to Industry,” over WTMJ- 
TV, Milwaukee Journal outlet. 


Marvin Lemkuhl is the agency. 
Sanitary Diaper Service inked 
for 13 weeks of 15-minute shows 
on “Child Care” over the N.Y 
Daily News’ WPIX. Account was 
placed by the Miller ad agency. 
Lowell & Bradford, Beverly Hills 
furriers. inked to bankroll ‘“Wom- 


en's Page” on KTLA (Paramount 
Los Angeles) 
Teldisco, Inc., New Jersey Du 


Mont Teleset distributor, picked up 
six-and-a-quarter hours weekly ol 
WABD’s new across-the-board day- 
time programming, to spotlight 
various local dealers. Green-Brodie 
is the agency for the sale, believed 
to represent the largest single 
block of weekly time ever bought 
on a video station. 

Five more advertisers have been 
added to the swelling roster of 
WCAU-TY, Philly. Erlanger Brew- 
ing Co., through F. L. Brown 
agency, has taken Wednesday and 
Thursday evening spots and will 
pick up a Friday night spot when 
suitable time is available. Harry 
Krause, Studebaker dealer, has 
contracted for a weekly announce- 
ment for one year, through the 
Samuel Taubman agency. B. S. 
Pincus (Yankee Maid Products) has 
lined up an announcement per 
week for 26 weeks, through the 
Feigenbaum agency. Jackie Gordon 


(men’s clothing) through J. M. 
Korn & Co., has set a four week 


announcement campaign. Doan 
Calheun, Inc. (Chevrolet dealer) is 
sponsoring the 15-minute football 
warmup before each Brooklyn 
Dodger football game. Donn Ben- 
nett, freelance mikeman, handles 
the show, which was set by the 
Joseph Lowenthal agency. 

Esterbrook Pen Co., of Camden, 
N. J., sponsoring a new program 
over WPTZ, Philly, called “Write 
Your Way.” Show features hand- 
writing expert Dorothy Sara and 
each week the handwriting of 
prominent locals will be analyzed 

Pepsi-Cola, Chicago, sponsoring 
half-hour “Sparkling Time” weekly 
on WGN-TV, Chi, starting Nov. 10, 
through Presba, Fellers & Presba. 

Matusek Academy of Music spon- 
soring half-hour’ variety show 
weekly on WENR-TV, Chi, starting 
Nov. 29, through Salesvertising As- 
sociates. Series will have Chicago 
Sun-Times columnist Irv Kupcinet 
as emcee. 


Philly, Pitt. Linked 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 

The Bell Telephone Co. of Penn- 
sylvania has put into operation a 
new coaxial cable linking Phil- 
adelphia and Pittsburgh, constitut- 
ing the first link in television fa- 
cilities connecting the eastern 
coast and the midwest. 

The cable was opened Thursday 
(4) with ceremonies in which 
Mayor Bernard Samuel, of Phil- 
adelphia,eand Mayor David Law- 
rence, of Pittsburgh, held the ini- 
tial conversation. Both Mayors 
hailed the connecting link  be- 
tween the cities and looked for- 
ward to the television connection. 
Pittsburgh, as yet, has no TV sta- 
tion. 

Designed primarily for tele- 
phone service, the cable handles 
about 600 phone conversations, or 
twe television programs in each 
pair of its eight coaxial tubes. 


Grayleigh Sportswear signed for .« 


the “Knickerbocker Show” last 
week in a direct deal with WBKB, 
Chi. Half-hour series is tagged for 
13 weeks. 

E. L. Cournand Co. (Walco Tele- 
Vue Lens) sponsoring five-minute 
sports film weekly on WENR-TYV, 


Chi, starting Nov. 10. Robert Kahn 


and Associates is the agency. 

Dads Root Beer, Chi, signed for 
two weekly one-minute film spots 
on WGN-TV, starting Nov 2. 
through Malcolm-Howard Adv. 

Breitling Watch Corp. signed for 
weekly film announcement for four 
weeks from Nov. 7 via WGN-TV, 
Chi, through Sterling Adv., N. ¥ 

Demert & Dougherty Co. (Heet) 
sponsoring five weekly film spots 
for seven weeks on WGN-TV 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


WPGH’s Varsity Format 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 

Town’s newest station, WPGH, 
seems to have embarked on a pol- 
icv of getting itself known as the 
collegiate listening post with the 
launching of a couple of new pro- 
grams featuring campus figures. 
First is “Varsity Show,” which airs 
for half hour every Saturday and 
uses talent from Pittsburgh col- 
leges and universities. Mary Con- 
ley, WPGH program director, 
makes the selections. 

Friday afternoons during 
and winter, WPGH _ has 
“Pathways to Progress,” 
cussion type program 
liam S. Tacey, assistant 
of speech at Univ. of Pittsburgh, 
as moderator, and four different 
Pitt students selected each week 
for the panel. 


fall 

slotted 
new dis- 
with Wil- 


professor 











"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Firday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 

















“There's 
"Tick?' 


entertainment in the 
format." — Variety. 


“WHAT MAKES 
YOU TICK?’’ 


ABC Monday Thru Friday 11:45 to 12:00 
for PROCTER and GAMBLE 


with 
JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 


ADDISON SMITH 














WANTED 


COMEDY SCRIPT-WRITER 


TO COLLABORATE 
Work on 60-50 Basis 


WM. ¥V. O'CONNOR 
185 Elwood Ave., Newark 4, N. J. 
Phone HUmbolt 36962 









































“I’m thinking we should’ve had our Wheaties too!”’ 
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———- Tnside Stuff—Radio 


“Stories to Remember,” new series of dramats preaching tolerance, 
has been readied by the Institute for Democratic Education, and is 
now available gratis to stations. Series consists of 13 quarter-hour 
adaptations of magazine stories by Irwin Shaw, MacKinlay Kantor 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher and others. Each program has a star in it, 
those taking part including Melvyn Douglas, Geraldine Fitzgerald, 


| 


afternoon daily, has 


Ralph Bellamy, Vera Zorina, Stefan Schnabel, Raymond Massey, Hugh | 


Marlowe, Everett Sloane, Bambi Linn, Alan Baxter, Helen Claire, 
Jay Jostyn and Betty Garde. 


Harold Franklin produced the series, with Earle McGill directing. | 


Scripters were Sigmund Miller, Milton Wayne, Jack Bentkover and 
Franklin. Despite the recording ban, the American Federation of 
Musicians gave special permission to use music in these program as 
its contribution to fighting prejudice and discrimination. 

About 50 stations around the country have been lined up within a 
fortnight to carry the series, while four N. Y. city stations have been 
pacted to carry them: WNEW, WNYC, WEVD and WHLI. 





Citizens Committee on Displaced Persons is being revived, and this 
time will utilize television as well as radio in its campaign. Organiza- 
tion, which was disbanded some months ago following passage of a 
DP bill by Congress, now will drive for changes in the act, especially 
elimination of its discriminatory clauses. 

Material for initial radio and TV stanzas was obtained by Ted 
Hudes, former radio director of the committee, now operating inde- 
pendently, last Saturday (30) when the first shipload of DP’s admitted 
under the new act arrived in N.Y. Tape recordings were made of in- 
terviews with DP’s and will be built into a half-hour documentary. 
WMCA, N.Y., will air it first and platters will be distributed to stations 
throughout the country. 

Hudes engaged Telenews to film 1,500 feet of material, including 


interviews with such shipboard welcomers as Attorney General Tom | 
Clark and Cardinal Spellman, to be built into a 15-minute TV docu- | 


mentary. This also will be made available to requesting stations. 





Dramatized stories of big American enterprises, under title “Let | 
Freedom Ring,” are being broadcast over ABC each Tuesday at 10:30 | 


p.m. by U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Program is only dramatic show 
fed to any major network from Washington. 

“Freedom” is produced by Chamber with all-AFRA cast and a 16- 
piece orchestra. It is broadcast from Hall of Flags auditorium which 
has been outfitted with sound effects comparable to those employed 
in New York and Hollywood. Albert Leitch is Chamber radio director. 


FARNSWORTH SELLS 
WGL TO PUBLISHERS 


Fort Wayne, Nov. 9. 

News Publishing Co., publishers 
of the Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, 
purchased 
WGL from the Farnsworth Tele- 
vision and Radio Corp., subject to 
FCC approval. 

Station was started in 1928 and 
Was Originally owned by Fred C. 
Zeig and the Main Auto Supply 
Co. Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co. purchased it 
early in 1936, and simultaneously 
purchased WOWO, Fort Wayne, 
from Zeig and Main Auto. WGL 
continuéd to be operated by West- 
inghouse until May 25, 1944, when 
it was acquired by Farnsworth. 
WGL operates fulltime, with 1,000 
watts power, at 1250 kilocycles. 

Capt. Pierre Boucheron, gener- 
al manager of WGL since 1946, 
will continue to manage the sta- 
tion under the new ownership. 


Pitt’s WCAE Going In For 
Flock of Live Shows In 





Switch On Old Format! 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 
WCAE, which in the past has 


minimized local live shows, is go- | 


ing in for a flock of them this fall 


| With return of Baron Elliott’s band 
|to the airwaves on a staff basis. In 


On calendar for next three weeks are dramatizations of founding of | *' 
sic every evening by Elliott, one 


firm of Lucien LeLong; Sears, Roebuck & Co.; and Standard Oil Co. 
Last named program will present story of Esso’s pioneering for oil in 
Cajun country of Louisiana. 





Kaiser-Frazer, which now sponsors “Thin Man” on Mutual, is effect- 


ing a tie up with the American Automobile Assn. in connection with a | 
“lost car” stunt being introduced on the show in the next couple of | 
weeks. Clues as to the whereabouts of the lost car will be injected into | 
outfit. All these shows will be on| joined KCMO to handle local and 
la sustaining basis. 


the show, with the AAA member coming up with the solution grab- 
bing off a K-F car for his own. 





| 


addition to a quarter-hour of mu- 


of his vocalists, Jimmy Confer, will 
team up with Jeanie Baxter for 
two song periods weekly and 
Bobby Doyle resumes vocalizing in 
pair of quarter-hourers, he and the 
Confer-Baxter duo being backed 


by small combos from the Elliott | 


In addition, WCAE has sold to 


jthe Steele 





| 





| CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





| Boston — Bill Whalen, WCOP’s 


| “Night Watchman,” into the Merry- 


'Go-Round bar of the Copley Plaza | 


‘for a disk jockey and celebrity in- 
terview show. On the air from 


11:20 p.m. to signoff as “Boston | 
Merry Go Round,” Whalen got a} 


big sendoff with such visitors as 
Bobby Clark, Moss Hart, Joan 
Blondell, Evelyn Knight, ete., and 
makes it a point to review the 
plays following opening night cur- 
tain. 





Pitisburgh—Florence Sando, 
women’s commentator on WCAE, 
has been elected president of 
AFRA to fill the unexpired term 
of Carl Ide, who vacated the job 
when he resigned from KDKA an- 
nouncing staff. Chet Clark, former 


announcer on WCAE and more re- | 
;cently manager of WLOG in Logan, | 


W. Va., has come back to town to 
‘join the sales staff of WWSW. 
iJerry Ripp, ex-WEDO staffer in 


| McKeesport, has gone to Julius) 


‘Dubin Advertising Agency in 
| charge of publicity. 





Des Moines — Donald V. Kleff- 
man has been named control room 
engineer for WHO. He was for- 





San Antonio—Bob Bender, for- 
merly on the staff of KWBU, 
Corpus Christi, has joined staff of 
KCOR as m.c. of a full-hour hill- 
| billy program to make its debut 
|daily over the outlet. Live and re- 


| corded talent will be used. 


| 
| San Antonio — Monte Kleban, 
|propram-produetion manager of 


| WOAI has resigned his post to join 





has been with WOAIT since 1940. 





Kansas City—W. E. Danford has 


| regional sales, according to E. K. 
|‘Joe” Hartenbower, general man- 


merly. with WHBY, Appleton, Wis. | 


Advertising Agency, | 
Houston, as account exec. Kleban | 


, of that station. He’s former public 
‘relations director of WBYN, 
Brooklyn, and before that was pro- 
-— director of WWRL, New 
ork. 





Amsterdam, N. Y¥Y.—Ed Touhey 
is a new announcer at WCSS in 
Amsterdam, N. Y. From Flint, 
Mich., he joined the staff Nov. 1. 





Ithaca—Paul Hadley has been 
upped from Director of Musical 
Programs to Production Super- 
visor at Rural Radio Network. 
Hadley has been’ with the web 
since its inception six months ago. 





San Antonio — Jerry Lee has 
been named program and produc- 
tion manager of WOAI, replacing 
Monte Kleban, who resigned his 
|post effective Nov. 1 to join an 
advertising firm in Houston. Since 
1946, Lee has held the dual posi- 
tion of assistant program director 
‘in charge of FM and director of 
special events. 

Former announcer Perry Dickey 
(‘Dick Perry on the air) has as- 
sumed the duties of WOAI-FM di- 
rector and director of special 
events. 





San Antonio—Latest addition to 
the news staff of KTSA here is 
Bob Krouse, who was formerly 
iwith KLZ and KOA, Denver. He 
was also news editor of WENE, 
Endicott, N. Y. 





Edinburgh, Tex.—Louis Aiken, 
former manager of KURX here, 
has resigned his post and will join 
ithe announcing staff of WINX, 
| Washington. 





| NEW ST. L. GABBER 


St. Louis, Nov. 9. 
Robert Burns, sports editor of 
ithe St. Louis Globe-Democrat, the 
only a.m. rag in this burg, is the 
second to become a radio gabber. 


| 


. : ’ |Mercury Dealers weekly 15 min-| ager. The new sales manager for- Last week Burns, sponsored by 
Kansas City—Jimmy McConnell, | Boston—WCOP, Hub’s ABC out-| tt eae Sunday 2 fea- | merly was with KMBC of Kansas the Dowd Sporting Goods Co., be- 


longtime chief of the KMBC Art-/let, won the net’s award for out- | ‘ Ci VJI : Mich <sputd 
” 4 sb po . ‘.|turing the Mr. and Mrs. team of | City and WJIM Lansing, Mich. gan a 15 min. sports program over 
ists Bureau, is back on the job|standing audience promotion this & KMOX each Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 


after a seven-month siege with|week for the third consecutive | Ernie Neff, staff announcer and bye " ; 
hospitals and medicos. Last spring |time. It’s the fifth year for the |organist, and his wife, Carole; Savannah—Bob Mann, sales pro-| In addition to. discussing major 
McConnell suffered a coronary at-| ABC awards, which are based on a| Mansfield, band singer before her| motion manager of WDAR, has football games Burns dissertates on 
tack. /poll of account execs. | marriage. been appointed assistant manager other sports events. 

eeaianel 


SEs eer ene = a 


two days gone gone gone 


= 


’ three days going 


going going 
THE DEEMS TAYLOR CONCERT 


WHO ELSE WILL snare this WOR prize for his client? This prestige for his product? 
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A half hour of Deems Taylor, the long-hair disc jockey, plus great transcribed 
music, plus interviews with the great names in music. It appeals to everybody, 


from the be-bops to the bejeweled. Costs? They’re WAY down near bass clef. 


where the most people are WO ~ 


—heard by the most people 


mutual 
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THE HOLLYWOOD PICTURE 
With Myron McCormick, narrator; 

Frank Readick, Maurice Frank- 

lin, Ray Johnson, Charles Web- 

ster, Eric Dressler, Betty Caine, 

Madeleine Lee, Paul Eastman, 

Roger DeKoven, Alan Hewitt, 

Mercer McCleod, Joseph Con- 

way, John Griggs, Pauline Dale; 

Don Baker, announcer 
Producer: Werner Michel 
Director: John Dietz 
Writer: Peter Lyon 
Music: Merle Kendrick 
60 Mins.; Wed. (3), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from N.Y. 

CBS Documentary Unit, cover- 
ing the Hollywood beat for an hour 
last Wednesday (3) night, covered 
a lot of ground and did it rather 
well. It was an entertaining, in- 
formative program, with a lot of 
inside stuff. It told very simply 
and in great detail the problems 
incident to the making of a film 
By telling the story of the making 
of the Samuel Goldwyn pic, “The 
Best Years of Our Lives,” it man- 
aged to present a general picture 
of the industry as a whole. 

But nowhere was it a major 
analysis of the film industry, as 
CBS claimed. It wasn’t. a deep, 
searching inquiry into the com- 
plexity, ills or abuses of Holly- 
wood, which it could have been, 
and in that sense it disappointed. 
It needn’t have been a sensation- 
mongering “expose,” but it should 
have been a penetrating probe. In- 
stead of a critical study, it was a 
flossy, superficial survey. It didn’t 
make the most of its opportunities. 
It could have been a great pro- 
gram, instead of just another good 
one. 

It was good because it let a lot 
listeners into behind-the-scenes 
It told its story factualiy, 


of 
stuff. 














FREDDIE LIGHTNER 


NOW 


Appearing 
in 


“THE 

BABE 

RUTH 
STORY" 


Direction: LOU IRWIN 














RADIO REVIEWS 


' T 
| matter-of-factly, which was all to| PHILIP MORRIS PLAYHOUSE (ELEANOR AND ANNA ROOSE-, YOU AND... 


the good. To the trade-wise, some 
of the stuff was too familiar and 
therefore not exciting, but it must 
have intrigued the average list- 
ener. On the other hand, there was 
the feeling sometimes that the pro- 
gram itself was too tradey, with 
its discussion of problems of the 
majors vs. the indie producers, and 
naming a lot of names (like Ned 
Depinet and Leon Fromkes) unfa- 
miliar outside the industry. Merle 
Kendrick’s musical bridges were 
appealing, sometimes exciting, but 
too often they sounded incongru- 
ous, and out of key with the scene 
immediately preceding. 

Program told the story of “Best 
Year's” creation, from the time 
Sam Goldwyn read a magazine 
piece and got the idea of a film 
about a home-coming vet, to the 
finish of the film two years later. 
It detailed Goldwyn’s search for a 


good script, and Mackinlay Kan- 
tor’s story in verse. It followed 
with Robert Sherwood’s assign- 


ment to write the film; Goldwyn’s 
decision to delay till Sherwood’s 
play was produced on Broadway; 
Goldwyn’s several turndowns on 
Sherwood’s script. Other matters 
were detailed, the importance of 
distribution to a pic; measuring 
audience taste in advance on a 
script; story conferences; casting; 
Breen office problems; filming; 
editing; sneak previews; exploita- 
tion. 

What also must have intrigued 
the listeners were Goldwyn’s fights 
with the Breen office to okay cer- 
tain situations and dialog, and 
Goldwyn’s winning several points 
by stubbornly holding out; the tie- 
up between producers and _ the- 
atres, and the difficulty of showing 
a film, etc. There was a lot of 
pertinent material, handled well 
enough to make a good radio pro- 
gram. Performances by a skilled 
group of actors did much to hypo 
the program. Peter Isyon’s script- 
ing, on the material submitted, was 
grade-A, and production and direc- 
tion also superior. It was a smooth 
job—and just a little too pat. 

Bron. 
MUSIC ON THE AIR 
With Splendora, King’s Guards, 

Ray Hackett’s Orch.; Deane 

Stewart, announcer 
Writer-Director: Pat McGuirk 
30 Mins., Sun., 2:30 p.m. 

KQW, San Francisco 

The formula of “Music On The 
Air,” when lucky enough to be 
backed by competent talent, is 





earmarked to click with radio en- 











thusers. The ‘Family Hour” (Pru- 





Television 
Location 


On EUCLID AVE. in CLEVELAND 





%-stery building fully equipped thea- 
re now occupied—the entire building 
can be made available for occupancy 
on six months’ notice—will 


LEASE OR SELL 
An Ideal Spot for Television Station 


M. B. HORWITZ, 601 Film Bidg. 


Phone Prospect 3794 


dential) technique which ‘‘Music 
On The Air” adroitly and to its 
credit simulates is a safe bet only, 
however, when the producing skill 
amalgams with a sound choice of 
musical items and finds superior 
performers to relay the compote 
'to the dial-twisters. This, “Music 
,On The Air” achieves with con- 
siderable impact. Sum total is good 
listening, smoothly presented and 
asking tor retakes- 

Featured on the program is 
singer Splendora, whose full but 
unpublicised name is Splendora 
Merlitti, possessor of an effective 
voice that projects well over the 
mike. The vocal outpourings of the 





King’s Guards, a quartet, are also 











effective radio biz and turn in a 








RADIO 
WANTED—String bass man. 
Must read, have references. 
Write or wire Don McLean, 
KFYR, Bismarck, N. Dakota. 





'good masculine balance to con- 
trast witn Splendora’s thrushing. 
Music by Ray Hackett is workman- 
like backing. 

“Music On The Air” is a pleas- 
ing half hour and has the habit 
forming essentials. Direction by 
Pat McGuirk is of the upper cate- 
gory and production by King- 





McGregor is adequate plus. Ted. 

















Returned by 





Thanks to 


Exelusive 


8734 Sunset Blvd. 








) Moe Sedeway and Maxine 
Weeks at the Fabulous Mlamingo, Las Vegas 





Popular Demand 


AMOS ’N’ ANDY SHOW —CBS 


Thanks FREEMAN GOSDEN and CHARLES CORRELL 


JUBALAIRES 


STANDARD TRANSCRIPTIONS — DECCA RECORDS 


Lewis for Two Great 


Management: 


FEDERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


Crestview 55251 


Hollywood, Calif. 


| Berlin 


(“Silver Frame’’) 

With Burt Lancaster, Betty Lou 
Gerson, Will Wright, Sidney 
Miller, Wally Maher; John Hol- 
brook, Art Ballinger, announcers; 

' Lud Gluskin, music 

Writer: William Spier 

Adaptation: Robert Richards 

Director-Producer: William Spier 

30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p.m. (EST) 

PHILIP MORRIS 

CBS, from Hollywood 


(Biow ) 
Philip Morris has yanked its 
“Everybody Wins” giveaway quiz 


in favor of a new dramatic series 
accenting mystery-adventure and 
starring various Hollywood and 
Broadway names. The switchover 
in format gives CBS a new 90- 
minute stretch of mood program- 
ming, with the new hour-long Fri- 


day night “Ford Theatre” preced- 
ing the PM period. 
Ciggie outfit insured itself of 


surehanded, punchy treatment of 
its “Playhouse” offerings by lining 
up William Spier to reprise his 
“Playhouse” producer-director 
chore. The initialer of the new 
series last Friday (5) had the Spier 
touch for hard-driving, slambang 
action, building suspensefully to a 
whirlwind solution. 

Premiere story, penned by Spier 
himself and adapted by scripter 
Robert L. Richards, starred film 
actor Burt Lancaster as a paroled 
convict savagely bent on revenge 
upon the district attorney who had 
framed him. He gets involved in a 
plot to frame the DA (he’s led to 
believe) and almost gets himself 
framed again. The story unfolded 
convincingly for the most part and 
with engrossing impact up to its 
final scene, which ended the tale 
in a blaze of implausibility, gun- 
shots, and dizzying denouement. 
It’s a typical weakness of many 
whodunits which Spier must be 
aware of by now. 

“Playhouse”’ promises, however, 
to be a generally high quality ad- 
dition to the fall-winter radio dra- 
matic scene. Lancaster, aside from 
a couple of slight stumbles in script 
reading, turned in a convincing 
performance; support was oKay. 

Sponsor harped on “no cigarette 
hangover” and got a windup en- 
dorsement by Lancaster. Doan. 


JACK STERLING 

Producer: Don Ball 

Director: Lyman Clardy 

105 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 6 a.m. 
Participating 

WCBS, N.Y. 

Jack Sterling is John Sexton, 
w.k. midwest emcee and announcer 
on CBS’ WBBM, Chicago, who was 
pulled into N.Y. on Nov. 1 and 
handed one of the choicest local 


VELT 

15 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 
a.m. (EST) 

Sustaining 

ABC, from various points 
Let it be said at the outset that 

the widow of the late President 


10:45 


Franklin D. Roosevelt ranks with 


the standout commentators on the 
air today. Plus the fact that she 
displays more courage and is more 
positive than most of the others 
put together. 

The surprising question, then, is 
why ABC chose to spotlight this 
three-times-a-week, 15-minute com- 
mentary by Mrs. Roosevelt and her 
daughter, Anna, in a strictly haus- 
frau-slanted morning segment, 
rather than at night. True, as orig- 
inally blueprinted, the format 
called for the two to discuss the 
lighter trends, as well as major is- 
sues. 

Yet Monday’s (8) initial broad- 
cast, with Mrs. Roosevelt's com- 
ments emanating from Paris, was 
of a predominantly serious nature, 
with the “lighter trends” incon- 
spicuous. It’s to her credit that 
Mrs. Roosevelt never attempted to 
slant her discussion to the “day- 
time femme.” Her commentary 
could have stood on its own with 
any of the nighttime personalities. 


Her warmth and personality en- 
veloped her very significant re- 
marks. Her charm and distinct at- 
tributes projected themselves 
forcefully. Here, too, was a display 
of remarkable courage, with her 
calling Cong. John Rankin the 
worst reactionary the country has 
ever known; her blast at the Dixie- 
crats, and calling for a showdown 
with the plea that now.is the time 


to make a firm and irrevocable 
break with the so-called Solid 
South. 


Actually, there were only about 
five minutes of time allotted to 
daughter Anna (and rightfully so) 
for her attempts to establish a level 
that she conceived as that of a 
woman’s world. It was rather 
awkward. Unlike the mother, the | 
daughter was cagey; she read her | 
lines carefully (too carefully, in 
fact) and in clear voice, but it} 
lacked color or distinction. Rose. 


HITS AND MISSES 
With Harry Marble, others 


| Directer: Doug MacNamee 


plums in radio, Arthur Godfrey’s | 


earlybird berth on CBS’ Gotham 
flagship. (In AG’s hands, the final 
_quarter-hour, 7:30-45, has been 
pacing the N.Y. daytime rating 
sweepstakes.) 

Sterling is in a tough spot, in 
which he’s inevitably held up to 
comparison with a highly distinc- 
tive and winning personality. He 
predecessor, nor can he seem to 
'be too strikingly similar. To his 
credit, he seems to be coming as 


well between these two extremes. 


as one could expect. His manner 
is easygoing and pleasant; perhaps 
his laugh is a little forced and 
nervous; he could guard against 
overdoing the e.t. voices from the 
control room; perhaps, too, he 
could rely a little more on personal 
material, rather than oddities trom 
the news, as a means of building 
himself up as an individual. 

Aside from the human interest 
‘items, Sterling devotes himself to 
time reminders, weather reports, 
news headlines and records. He is, 
'at first blush, no special person- 
ality; still, he is competent and it’s 
hard to say he_ won't 
/special ways of wooing the waking 
audience. He'd be foolish if he 
‘ weren't in there trying. Doan. 


THE FAIRY GODMOTHER 
With Dorothy Thompson 
30 Mins.; 9 a.m., Sat. 
Sustaining 
WROW, Albany 

The Fairy Godmother for the 
past year has been waving her 
magic wand Saturday mornings 
and bringing out tales of fantasy, 
poems and musical greetings for 
her very youthful listeners—from 


four to nine. Albany girl spins 
stories with a certain skill and 
perception. Possessed of a soft, 
gentle voice — into which, by a 


little twist, she puts more sex ap- 
peal than most area femme broad- 
casters — Mrs. Thompson yarns 
“Little Red Riding Hood,” the 
“Good Little, Bad Little Pig” and 
other familiar kid tales. 


It's in a minor mood but is lis- 
tenable for her moppet audience 
|—and sometimes an adult dialer 
imight yearn to escape from the 
dream 


into their 


can’t afford to be too unlike his, 


30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS, New York 

Quiz show giveaways, currently 
under attack from many quarters, 
can be entertaining even if the 
jackpots fail to hit the herculean 
amounts of the hour-long Santa-| 
Claus layouts. It’s not a question | 
of how much but how it’s given! 
away. A token amount of largesse 
need not detract from any given 
stanza’s entertainment qualities. | 

However, “Hits and Misses” fails | 
to come up to muster inasmuch as | 
the show is not a felicitous blend | 
of interview and quiz program. As/| 
format now stands, it appears that 
emcee Harry Marble is given too 
few dollars to play with and conse- | 
quently is seeking to pad the half- | 
hour with long q. & a. sessions. 

Giveaway modus operandi has 
three femmes answering questions 
concerning a disk that’s just been 
played. Lady is given $15 if each 
of three queries is solved, contest-! 
ant keeps the entire sum. For each 
question missed, person submitting | 
the posers gets $5. The jackpot 
question is in four categories and 


_ increases by $10 daily. 


develop. 


| 


| 


crisis and the atom bomb) 
world. 
Jaco. 


Program currently lacks pace 
and spontaneity which may be ac- 
quired in time. Jose. ' 


|With Lyman Bryson, Frank Stanton 

| Producer: Rebert Allison 

/15 mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m, 
(EST) 

Sustaining 

‘CBS, from New York 


| CBS’ public affairs programmers 
have come up with a new cross-the- 
board series designed to take up 
various topics of general interest 
in a manner to relate them inti- 
mately to the average listener. 
Subjects will be given a week each. 
First chosen—indicating the im- 
portance attached by the web to 
its future role in U.S. life — is 
“Television.” Series got under way 
Monday (8) with CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton taking the stand to answer 
Lyman Bryson’s preliminary ques- 
tions on the subject. 

It was not to be expected that 
Stanton would make this the occa- 
sion to toss out any great revela- 
tions of CBS’ own TV planning. 
However, his generalities on the 
subject were of such commonplace 
knowledge, at least in an area 
where tele is already a going real- 
ity, that the initial stanza came off 
quite disappointingly. 

If CBS really intends to use this 
cross-the-board sequence to ex- 
amine the great portents and po- 
tentialities of the TV medium, it 
had better get into more interest- 
ing particulars than the getaway 
stanza offered. Advance notices 
said the initialer would take up 
present and future price of sets, 
how many people tele can hope to 
reach, whether tele will be confin- 
ed to large cities, how effective it 
will be as an ad medium, etc. All 
highly interesting questions. And 
not a one even touched upon. 


The idea is of CBS caliber, but 
not the performance. Doan. 





Steubenville—Jos. M. Troesch, 
formerly chief engineer, has been 
promoted to assistant manager of 
WSTV and WSTV-FM, Steuben- 
ville. 





















W DSU broadcasts 5000 wates 
from the. French Quarter to 


the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners, 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time regular! 
and exclusively to the Sc. Louis Cathedral, 
the International House, Moisant Inter. 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas. 


WDSU’'s dominate Hoop- 
erating proves that hon- 
oring local institutions 
creates high listener 
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In Utah This is 


unusually fine work 


giving us." 
Excerpt from a letter from a 


national advertiser. Copy of 
entire letter on request. 


National Representative 


= John Blair & Co. 





A Sponsor Gives a Reason Why 







"We certainly appreciate your 


recognize that the popularity . 
of this program is due in 
great part to the splendid 
promotion you people have been 


Your Best Buy! 












and 
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Continued from page 26 





| 


cepted by RWG strategists, that | 
the Guild seek Labor Board cer- | 


tification if a mutually satisfactory 
agreement is reached. ; 
some of the writers questioned 
whether the basis on which the 
Guild re-entered negotiations was 


In fact, | 


a wise one and emphatically felt | 
| 80 out unless salary demands were 


the agencies and package produc- 
ers should have signed letters of 
adherence to the network agree- 
ment as some non-represented 
agencies and packagers did. 

While the Guild’s negotiators 
won continued unity of member- 
ship support in their latest move, 
it was evident that militant script- 
ers won't hold still for any terms 
less than those to which the four 
major networks agreed. 

Eastern region elected Bob 
Cenedella, Jim Hart, Sylvia Ber- 
ger, Sheldon Stark and Daisy 
Amory to its council, naming as 
alternates Harry Bailey, Bill Mor- 
wood, Lillian Schoen, Milton 
Kramer and Stuart Hawkins. 


Wel- | 


bourne Kelly, regional veepee, has | 


another year to go on his term of 
office. 

RWG-agency and sponsor talks 
will be resumed tomorrow (Thurs.). 


With the reopening of talks, the | 


Authors League of America, parent 


body of RWG, lifted its restraining ' 


order under which Guild members 
were forbidden to furnish material 
to nearly 60 ‘unfair’ network 
radio shows. 
again postponed. 


Picketing also was | 


Guild toppers said the removal | 
of the “unfair” ban applied only | 
to programs represented by the | 


committee of advertisers and spon- | 


sors, but that this covered most of 


the affected shows. Programs fail- | 
ng to indicate their desire to be so | 


represented by next Sunday (14) 
may be redesignated as “unfair” 
and made subject to renewed strike 
action. 

An agency spokesman, while de- 
clining to discuss specific points 


covered in the resumed talks, de- | 
scribed the huddles thus far as | 
“simply exploring the possibility of 


reaching a contract.” 


Neither agency-sponsor reps nor | 
Guild leaders were willing to ex- | 


press any particular optimism over 
the prospects of an early agree- 
ment. 

In Hollywood, Sam Moore was 
elected Coast RWG regional vee- 
pee and Jack Robinson, 


Ruben | 


Shipp, Milton Merlin, and Pauline | 
Hopkins were re-elected council | 


members for two years. Irv Ash- 


kenazy, Howard Blake, Selma Dia- | 


mond, Larry Marks, 


Ray Singer | 


and Gene Stone additionally were | 


named to the council. 


Tele Chatter 


Continued from page 31 
“Phil’s General Store.” Telepix 
are based on short stories by 

















Charles Olson. Ray Sollars is han- | 


dling the adaption and Earle Har- 
per executive production. 

Bob Signor has transferred from 
record library at KLAC to techni- 
cal side of station’s TV operation 
... John Wheeldon has joined 
KFI-TV as scenic artist and Orrin 
C. Coleman has joined engineering 
staff of station... J. L. Middle- 
brooks, ABC’s chief facilities en- 
gineer, arrives from New York 
this week for confab with Phil 
Caldwell, western divisional man- 
ager of technical operations for 
net’s TV operations ... Ralph 
Clements, Frank Ausman, Harold 
Platt and Vern Alston vacate their 
radio engineering posts to take 
up KNBH tele posts. Ray Bateman, 
Joseph Dessert and Hugh White 
step into the radio spots. 





Chicago 


Arch Brolly, chief engineer of 


WBKB for the last eight years, | 


leaves Nov. 15 to join Television 
Associates. No replacement will be 
made for the time being . . . Capt. 
Bill Eddy, prez of Television Asso- 
ciates and tele director for the 
Meredith Publishing Co., received 
the Laurel Award of the Actors 
Club of Chi Saturday (6) for his 
achievements in video and elec- 
tronics ... Walter H. Steliner, 
veepee of Motorola, urged tele 
ae to study the methods of 
ollywood cameramen in his re- 
cent talk to members of the Chi 
Television Council. ; 
FCC Chairman Wayne Coy dis- 
cusses “The Potential of Tele- 
vision” at a meet of the Chi Rotary 
Club Nov. 16 . . . Geldblatt depart- 
ment stores launched an intensive 
tele sales promotion Monday (8) 
with Audrey Meadows, of “High 
Button Shoes.” and singer Bobby 


Breen on hand for demonstration | 


lensing 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 
Announcers at WJAS, the CBS 


week, as required under terms of 


up of only five men, who voted to 


met, and action was backed by a 
unanimous vote of the local AFRA 
board and membership. 


Although the basic pay scale at 
WJAS is on a par with that of 
other Pittsburgh stations. an- 
nouncers there claim outside fees 
are practically non-existent while 
everywhere else commercial pro- 
grams include the spieler in the 
sales price of shows. Men at WJAS 
feel they're entitled to more as a 
result because they claim their 
regular salary is practically the 
full extent of their earnings. 

Extra cost to station of announc- 
ers’ demands would amount to $60 
weekly but management his noti- | 
fied staff, and also told AFRA reps, 
that it will not go above present | 


| scale. 





_— 


the Taft-Hartley law. Staff is made | 


‘STRIKE NOTICE FILED Canada Finds Juicy 16th 
BY WJAS ANNOUNCERS 


Century Morality Drama 


é * 9 
Too ‘Archaic’ to Program: 
outlet here, filed a 30-day strike | | 
notice with the Government last | 


Ottawa, Nov. 9. 
At the current season’s teeoff, 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. set 
aside each Wednesday night for 
airing music and drama tuned to 
the longhair set. For the Wednes- 
day (27) program, CBS announced 
as feature the recordings of the 
Edinburg Music and Drama Fes- 
tival including excerpts from the 
morality play, ““The Three Estates,” 
a juicy bit of 16th century drama 
that caused raised eyebrows 
abroad. 

Then the disks arrived from the 
United Kingdom. CBC program 
people gave them a hearing and 
suddenly announced that the show 
would not go on. CBC said, “The 
very versatility of the Scottish cast 
and the speed of production made 


|it highly unlikely that a radio au- 


dience would be able to follow the 
action of this 16th century play 
written and performed in the 
archaic language of its time.” 


Assist During N 
Washington, Nov. 9 
Participation of all four net- 
works in celebration of National 
Radio Week, Nov. 14-20, was an- 


nounced by National Assn. of 
Broadcasters last week. 


CBS will devote portions of the 
Robert Q. Lewis show and the 
Arthur Godfrey program to NRW 
and the “Voice of Democracy” con- 
test for the best broadcast scripts 
by high school students. ABC will 
have the four national winners of 
the contest on its “Youth Asks the 
Government” program and will 
also carry spots and mentions of 
NRW on regular programs. 

Mutual will have two network 
programs during the Week, the 
first on Nov. 14 with Edgar Kobak, 
prexy, presenting the _ junior 
Achievement Radio Award. Sec- 
ond program will originate at 
Gettysburg, Pa., on the occasion of 
the Freedom Train's start on its 
second annual tour. 

NBC will devote one edition of 


‘4 Webs Prep ‘Voice of Democracy 
ational Radio Week 


‘its documentary program “Living 


—1948” to NRW to dramatize 
progress in electronic develop- 
ments and will arrange spots with 
affiliates in addition to net spots. 


Offers of program assistance in 
the celebration have also been 
given NAB by Fred Waring, 
Arthur Godfrey, H. V. Kaltenborn, 
Fibber McGee & Molly, Phillips 
H. Lord and Ed Byron, producer 
of “Mr. District Attorney.” 

In charge of coordinating NRW 
and “Voice of Democracy” pro- 
gramming for the networks are 
Charles Harrel, ABC eastern pro- 
gram manager; Gerald Maulsby, 
CBS assistant to the director of 
public affairs, aided by William 
Fineshriber and Werner Jansen; 
Jack Paige, MBS director of spec- 
ial events; and Thomas McCray, 
NBC national program manager. 

NAB said that more than 100,000 
high school students in nearly 2.- 
000 communities may complete in 
the “Voice” contest. 






































...A First FOR Cleveland 


16,572 Television receivers have been installed in Cleve- 
land and the Northeastern Ohio Area served by WEWS, in 
its first 10 months of operation. No other metropolitan area, 
served by a single station, can point to such a record in so 
short a time! And this record-breaking figure of 16,572 rep- 


sents only 


actual installations . . 


the great Cleveland area. 


...and 








In an election-night telephone survey—not conducted by 
WEWS but by an independent research organization — a 
startling total of 78.7°0 of all sets surveyed in greater 
Cleveland were tuned in. And more remarkable still, 63.84% 
of all sets in use were focused on WEWS... 
proof of the superior election coverage of the “First in 
Cleveland Station” which brought ABC Network’s top-grade 
Election Staff with its brilliant national coverage, in addi- 
tion to the Ohio coverage of WEWS’s experienced local 
News-Staff. Not since the recent World-Series Telecasts has 
WEWS reached such a peak audience. 
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. not all 
but only those reported. No figures were available from 
nine manufacturers whose sets have been sold in this area. 
. .. nor for the many make-it-yourself teleset “kits” now 
in use. Anyway you look at it it’s a Television “First” for 


installations 


16,572 


Television Sets 


in the WEWS Area. 


. conclusive in use. 


WEWS. 


sWEWS 


irst IN Cleveland 
78.7% 


of all TV Sets 


63.8% 


of all Sets in 
use tuned to 


TELEVISION Channel 5 


Cleveland's Scripps-Howard Station 
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Diamond, Disk Attorneys Meet Today 


(Wed.) with D. of J. 


on Settlement Plan 





Recording company executives? 
do not anticipate an immediate | 
answer from U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral Tom Clark on the legality of | 
the plan evolved with the Ameri- , 
can Federation of Musicians for | 
the settlement of the recording | 
ban. That is, they do not expect 
an okay or a rejection at a meeting 
set for three o'clock this afternoon 
(Wednesday) in Washington, dur- 
ing which AFM attorney Milton 
Diamond and various recording 
company legalites will go over the 
plan with Clark. They probably 
will urge a fast-as-possible answer 
however. 

New deal is for five years and 
does not disturb the previous scales 
of pay for recording musicians— 
$41.25 for three hours. Royalty cuts 
to the AFM on each record sold are 
pegged at 1% of the purchase price 
of disks retailing up to $1, lee 
for $1.25 disks and the old sliding 
scale beyond. 

Identity of the one who will be 
trustee of the funds has not yet 
been disclosed. But it will be a 
wellknown personality not con 
nected in any way with either the 
recorders or the AFM 

After Clark’s decision, the other 
two Government agencies neces- 
sary to clear on taxation and labor 
relations, will be approached 

Record men and AFM at 


torneys 
have been in close conference 
almost constantly the past few 


days, cleaning up loose ends of the 
plan. They got together Thursday, 
Friday and Monday afternoons, 
and Monday (8) evening, and con- 
ferred again yesterday (Tuesday) 
afternoon. Plan, incidentally, is 
being called the “Diamond Plan.” 
Disk execs were a bit jittery 
following last week’s reelection of 
President Truman. The unex- 
pected result of the balloting at 
first induced the thought among a 
few that AFM head James C. 
Petrillo might upset the deal he 
had already made, predicated on 
the expectation of Dewey's election 
(see separate story). But, on second 
thought, they rested easier in the 
belief that Petrillo would stand by 
a deal he had already agreed to. 
He always has kept his word in 
the past. | 
There were whisperings Monday 
and Tuesday (8-9), incidentally, | 
that the agreement involving the 
AFM’s cancellation of retroactive 
rovalty 


coin would be amended. | 


No confirmation could be gotten! « 


from any of the recording men. 
On the surface, such a deal seems 


unlikely. | 





Petrillo on Truman and T-H 

Atlantic City, Nov. 9. 
Jubilant over the election of 
President Truman, James C. Petril- 
lo, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, predicted 
here the end of the Taft-Hartley 
law which he declared, “abrogated 


the payment of royalties on record | 


sales by manufacturers to the, 
AFM.” Petrillo told reporters that | 
the musicians’ union was now ne- 
gotiating with record companies 
and the resumption of recordings 
was certain. 


“Under the Taft-Hartley Act they | 
were trying to tell us what to do 
with our own money by taking the | 
recording and transcription fund | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Nev. 4.) 
London, Noy. 5. 


OS a ee Connelly 
My Happiness ..Chappell 
Buttons and Bows... . Victoria 
When You're in Love Wood 
You Can’t Be True. .Chappell 
Galway Bay ......Box & Cox 
Dream of Olwen Wright 
Rambling Rose Dash 
Woody Woodpecker Leeds 
La Vie en Rose ..Gay 
October Twilight Dash 
Anything I Dream Reid 
Second 12 
All Dressed Up...Cinephonic 
Ballerina Maurice 
Beyond the Stars Feldman 
Underneath Arches. Connelly 


Call Everybody Darling.Morris 


Little White Lies Wright 
Cuckoo Waltz Keith Prowse 
When Organ Played Miller 
Open Window Harmonic 
Live in Loveland Sun 
Hair of Gold .. Chappell 
Loves Somebody Morris 








OBERSTEIN’S VARSITY 
SLATED FOR JUKES 


Eli Oberstein’s new Varsity label, 
which has been aimed almost ex- 
clusively for chain store outlets 
since its inception, will be made 
available to coinmachine operators 
soon. 
string of distributor connections 
that will service coinmachine ops 
and no other types of markets. 
Nine have already been set out ot 
a probable total of 25. 

Varsity disks, which sell for 39c 
retail (plus tax), will be turned 





over to juke distribs at a price of | 


2215c wholesale, and they will 
resell to operators. Oberstein had 
been selling to certain machine 
operators, but the task of shipping 
disks in small lots direct from his 
Meriden, Conn., factory wasn’t 
profitable in view of the low price 
of his disks. 

Oberstein is venturing into a 
new idea, incidentally. Whereas his 
Varsity sides carry pop tunes only, 
he will release a Royal label disk- 
ing of two songs from the musical 
“Love Life’ — “Economics” and 
Progress.” 

Joe Carlton joined Oberstein’s 
operation in N.Y. last week, and 
Oberstein himself is currentiy in 
| the hospital for an operation on a 
bothersome knee cartilage. 


Oberstein is establishing a | 


Hunt to Play Week 
| At Buff’s Town Casino 


| Pee Wee Hunt’s seven-piece or- 
chestra, which hit the jackpot with 


its 12th Street Rag” recording for | 


Capitol, comes east next month. It 


\is set for the week of Dec. 13 at 
| Town Casino, Buffalo, and week 


of Dec. 20 at Frankie Palumbo's | “Cornbeit 
| Click, Philadelphia, with Cab Cal- Capitol is late 


loway’s combo, Hunt is now at the 
Oriental theatre, Chicago, and goes 
to the Deschler- Wallick hotel, 
|Cincinnati for two weeks there- 
| after. 

Hunt’s “12th Street’’ disk sup- 
posedly was a gag arrangement 
made for Capitol Transcriptions, 
‘and so much of a demand was 
created for it through radio plug- 
ging that it was released by Capitol 
as a single disk. 


Disk Execs Dont 
Avree on Value 


Of New Melodies 


Recording company executives, 
'\who have had a_e considerable 
amount of new music submitted to 
them for consideration since the 
announcement last week of a prob- 
able end to the disk ban, aren't 
agreed on its melodic value. Some 
execs assert they have never seen 
so much “trash.” By that is meant 
melodies similar to some of the 
so-called ‘corn’? tunes that have 
been successful during the 10- 
month period of the ban. Others 
feel that the new stuff on the 
whole is pretty good. 
| It’s the opinion of the recording 
men who label much of the new 
material in disparaging terms that 
many publishers are being unduly 
influenced by what has occurred 
| during the past nine months. Some 
|are allowing the pendulum of eval- 
uation of such material to swing 
|too far toward it, in the fear that 
they may reject something that 
may become a hit. So many major 
and minor pubs flatly re,ected “You 
Cali Everybody Darlin’” when 
it was first shown them by Al 
| Trace, only to see it become a hit, 
|that they’re wary of letting an- 
|other slip through their fingers. 
| The difference in opinion be- 
| tween the execs over the value of 
| the new material, too, could stem 
ifrom one recording faction leaning 
| too far forward in eagerness to get 
_a clearer picture of values, and the 
{Other leaning too far 
| away from it in the fear that the 
trend toward such material may 
| have been only a ban-brought pub- 
| lie attitude that will wane when 





| 
| 


| 


‘taken by Smith and the Clark Sis- | 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 








Jack Smith “Cuanto Le Gusta”’- 
Symphony” (Capitol). 
with both these 
sides, but the “Le Gusta” trip 
have much _ trouble 
majority of 
It’s excel- 


ters won't 
catching 
earlier 


up to the 
rival versions. 


\lently ground out by the pairing, 


|“Swingin’ 


at double-time, and with good or- 
chestral background. Flipover is 
also nicely done by the same pair- 
ing, but the song has not proven 
the promise it showed weeks ago. 
Jocks will use mostly the “Le 
Gusta” side. 


Bing Crosby “Pretty Baby’- 
Down the Lane” (Dec- 
ca). Neither is up to Crosby stand- 
ards of performance, although 
jocks will find use for the “Baby’ 
side in opposition to the Doris 


|Day (Columbia) disking, which is 


superior, incidentally. John Scott 
Trotter’s backing is dated (it may 
be that this side was made some 
time ago). Reverse, a reissue of 
an Isham Jones-Gus Kahn piece, 
is ineffectively done by the Groan- 
er. It, too, seems like it was made 
some years ago. 

Perry Como “For You”-“By The 
Way” (Victor). Como’s “For You” 
won’t take the dust off Gordon 
Jenkins’ Decca disk for long. He 
spins it into one of the warmest, 
completely relaxed vocals he has 
ever done. At slow ballad pace, 
it’s loaded with appeal, and disk 
jocks will use it widely. Flipover 
carries a good version of a tune 
from “When My Baby Smiles At 
Me,” soon to-be-released 20th-Fox 
musical. It’s a fine demonstration. 


Eddy Howard “On a Slow Boat 
To China’-“I’'d Love To Live In 
Loveland”; “When The Red Red 
Robin” ‘Just Because” (Mercury). 
Mercury must get out Howard 
sides fast to take advantage of 
current things. 
“Slow Boat” is slower 
majority, lacking the color and 
bounce, but the song easily shines 
brightly enough to capture its 
share of sales and spins. 
is a good waltz version of a new 
tune that hasn’t moved yet. Sec- 
ong disk carries an excellent ar- 
rangement of the oldie “Red, Red 
Robin.” It jumps smoothly, and 
Howard and a group supply the 
vocal. Jocks will do well 


| and the reverse, a novelty that has 


backward | 


more or less run its course, but 


could get additional attention. 
Bob Hope-Clark Sisters “That's 
Not the Knot’-“Buttons and Bows” 
(Capitol). Capitol has a habit of 
coming up with hits from unex- 
pected quarters. It could have 
one in the “Knot” side by Hope 
and the Clark Sisters. A _ cute 


| western novelty somewhat corned, 


| disking is resumed and the choice | 


lof tunes become wider. 


the piece gets better with repeat 
spins. Hope’s vocal is good con- 


‘sidering the guy’s no singer. Clark 





Week of Nov. 6 


VARIETY | 1) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines.++*++-+++-+++++ 





UNTIL (4) (Dorsey) 


PHFHPHHH FEL O+ES>EOHHHH $4 
FF Pr PF PF PPP? ? 


TREE IN MEADOW (13) (Shapiro-B) . 
BUTTONS AND BOWS (4) (Famous) . 


SLOW BOAT TO CHINA (2) (Melrose) 
MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (14) (Triangle) . 


MY HAPPINESS (25) (Blasco) . 


IT’S MAGIC (19) (Witmark) 


§ Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 

SOPSOOESE OS ER OE SEOC es ) REE TU. +0066 ee 
FeTTo Ta. = =—s ee Columbia 

ALE eT er Ce Te Tommy Dorsey..........Victor 
Siva wies ere rere Kay Kyser...........Columbia 


eee ewes eeeeeseeoeeeeerereeeeeeees 


(Gordon Jenkins...........Decca 


MEDEA AD SSO 2 ss dk eae Majestic 

§ Jon & Sondra Steele.... Damon 

Bee er eT eee SCE I a eget eek Capitol 
{ Doris Day ...... wee. Columbia 


ee! rrr Decca 


out of the hands of musicians. wi | } 12TH STREET RAG (12) (Shapiro-B) eee ee eee ee ee eee eeeenee Pee Wee Hunt. ee ee Capitol 
don't expect President Truman to | 9 f Jack Emerson........ Metrotone 
oor the Taft-Hartley law out next HAIR OF GOLD (12) (Robert) teak) eeeeoeeereeoseeeeeeeeeeeer l Harmonicats ee hf SR Universal 
Ionday,” he beamed. “Naturally | { Miranda-Andrews Sis..... Decca 
it will take time.” 10. CUANTA Oh Me ip US Re | a a a UXavier Cugat......... Columbia 
The leader of the country’s o 1 
musicians said that 99° of the Coming Up 
union members voted for Truman | TOT? Ww TIVE ‘i I 
and the straight Democrat ticket. | YOU WERE ONLY FOOLING (Shapiro-B) ........ Wer et 5 eae Blue Barron...sesesse.. M-G-M 
Petrillo added that he attended the | 4 SAY SOMETHING SWEET (Mills).......... vecececccceesceeee : J LtK Spots... ..seseeeeee. Decca 
Democratic convention when “most (Anne Shelton......+4... London 
other labor leaders deserted the LIFE GETS TEEJUS (Miller) ......... ° COC CCC CHOCO CEO LOSE ONS Carson Robinson........ M-G-M 
ranks.” ee UME ite 6s. 400 50-4. ENON ORE Raw ose hha nd Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
“The Taft-Hartley Act hurt every ; a { Orioles Natural 
musician in this country including $ IT’S TOO SOON TO KNOW (Morris) ..........seeeeeeeeeeeeees) Bila Pitsqorald 22. pees al 
those in Atlantic City. When the — pan re sae wobec 


fund is resumed it will be under 
the trusteeship which currently is 
to consist of representatives of the 
recording companies, the AFM and 
an outsider.” 

Petrillo praised the Atlantic City 
local, No. 661, as one of the finest 
in the country. 

A group from the local union 
serenaded him just before his de- 
parture for New York when they 
paraded into the Ambassador ho- 
tel, where he has been resting for 
two weeks. The union leader got | 
on his chair and led the musicians 
through sever?l numbers, including 
the “Victor’s March.” i 


RAMBLING ROSE 


WHAT DID I DO (BYC) 


COOL WATER (American)... 


PRETTY BABY (Remick) ..... 
LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (Bo 


SOO DOH FF4F FF F64464O + F054 F644 O04 


(Laurel)... 


BELLA BELLA MARIE (Leeds) .. 


EVERY DAY I LOVE YOU (Harms) 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) 


se@eeweeeceeeeeeee eee eee eeeeeeses 


{Perry Como............. Victor 
‘(Tony Pastor..........Columbia 


{ Helen Forrest rere et M-G-M 

i anal Ri le CC Columbia 
ee CeCe Te eC eT Te Andrews Sisters ........ Decca 
{Vaughn Monroec.......... Victor 

Sap eg eee ea ee ee ee ee ela Capitol 
{Dick Haymes.............Decca 

tail iad Te ee Stafford.......0.+...Capitol 
seecccccececcceeeess Art Mooney ...rcccce. M-G-M 

Teer. | eee MessbCCCR CUS ee. - OTe Wey coves. COlumbia 
_— { Evelyn Knight...........Decca 


eee reer eeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeese 


| Paula Watson.......... Supreme 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Lonsonsemmnpeanaennansanessanetenserenensees 


PHEFTPEFEFFFF140014666044444646. 


By Bernie Woods 


His approach to) 
than the | 


Flipover | 


by it| 








|Sisters and light, bouncy back- 
| grounding help to whip it into a 
‘froth. Flipover is likely to get 
| better immediate attention since 
it’s a gagged version of a hit, but 
it’s not as well done as the less- 
known backsiding. 

Sammy Kaye “Down Among the 
Sheltering Palms’-“Lavender 
Blue” (Victor). “Palms” is right 
up Kaye's musical alley, and his 
combination does a b.o. job on 
|the revival. Launching it at bal- 
lad speed, Kaye picks it up mid- 
way, then drops back to a ballad 
fadeout. Don Cornell, Kaydets 
and Choir handle the vocal nicely, 
Jocks will spin it aplenty. Back- 
ing is also well done by the same 
vocal grouping, at light rhythm 
— It’s not as strong melodic- 
ally. 

Kay Starr “There Aijin’t No 
Sweet Man That’s Worth the Salt 
of My Tears’’-““Please Love Me” 
(Capitol). Another possible sleep- 
er. Miss Starr has been moving 
along nicely on disks and she has 
here, in the first side (an oldie), a 
tune and performance that could 
click with enough push. It’s un- 
usual and distinctively performed 
and could do the singer more 
good than anything she’s recorded. 
Lightly rhythmed, the background 
adds punch to the whole and jocks 
should pick it up. Reverse is nice- 
ly done, but it gets nowhere, at 
ballad speed. 

Freddy Martin “So Dear To My 
Heart” -“It’s Whatcha Do With 
Whatcha Got” (Victor). Martin’s 
arrangement of this tune displays 
more than any other the excellence 
of the melody, from a Walt Disney 
cartoon. A ballad, it’s real “Hit 
Parade” material, and Martin’s re- 
‘cording will be among the leaders 
when it hits. Stuart Wade vocals 
it well. Companion face carries a 
rhythm tune from the same film. 
However, it doesn’t catch an ear 
juntil the vocal comes up, well along 
\in the arrangement. “So Dear” will 
| hog the disk. 

Lawrence Duchow “More Beer’- 
Joe Biviano “The Spider Hop” 
| (Victor). Duchow’s “Beer” tune, 
based on a familiar polka air, will 
go together with tavern jukes like 
beer and pretzels. Johnny Olsen 
and a chorus assist Duchow’s band, 
and the performance is rough-cut, 
but effective. Flipover face hasn't 
|much to recommend it. 


| Texas Jim Robinson “Life Gets 
|Teejus’-“Bread and Gravy” (Vic- 
itor). Everybody’s hopping on th 

|M-G-M-Carson Robinson ‘“Teejus’ 
|bandwagon. Texas Jim does a good 
‘job of it, but he doesn’t give the 
material as effective a reading as 
| does the M-G-M Robinson (that 
‘Same angle seems more than a co- 
incidence). Neither does Capitol’s 
'Tex Williams, who does it too fast. 
\Flipover of the Victor version 
brings up an old tune that’s nicely 
done and will be used by dis 

jocks in limited areas. Williams’ 
backing, “Big Hat Polka,” is okay. 


Deep River Boys “Recess in 
Heaven’’-"It's Too Soon To Know” 
(Victor). Deep River gang works 
“Recess,” a tune started on the 
Coast by Dan Grissom (Columbia), 
into a b.o. potential, but does even 
better with the backing, another 
launched by an indie disker. Both 
work at slow ballad pace and are 
good jock material. 

Inkspots “Recess In Heaven’’- 
“Am I Asking Too Much” (Decca). 
Spots’ version of “Recess” is not 
as good as any of the other ver- 
sions, but since theirs is the better 
name they'll probably get the play. 
Billy Kenny carries the vocal and 
doesn't do as good a job as his 
falsetto can. Backing is just that. 


Platter Pointers 


Connie Haines’ “My Man” and 
“Stormy Weather” (Signature) are 
both fine sides, backed by Ray 
Bloch’s orchestra... . ‘““Tara-Talara- 
Tala,” the new Italian lullaby, 
/hasn’t yet drawn a poor perform- 
ance. Mindy Carson’s Musicraft 
|disking is strong. ... Wingy Ma- 
jnone works a new color into 
Johnny Mercer's “Tuscaloosa Bus,” 
with the Pied Pipers. . . . Jocks 
\Should look into Alan Dale’s Sig- 
_nature recordings of “Goodnight 
|Sweetheart” and “Meet Me Tonight 
In Dreamland.” . . . Jump addicts 
/and jazz jocks will get a huge kick 
,out of Benny Goodman’s “Varsity 
Drag” (Capitol). . . . Ditto Freddie 
| Slack’s “Be-Bop Boogie” (Capitol). 
Recommended hillbilly, western, 
‘country, race: Elton Britt, “My 
Mother’s Picture’’-“Anyone” (Vic- 
tor); Ernest Tubb, “Have You Ever 
Been Lonely” (Decca); Roy Rogers, 
“Kid With the Rip In His Pants’’- 
| “Dusty” (Victor); Roosevelt Sykes, 
|“Maimma, Mamma” (Victor); Tampa 
| Bee. “Grieving Blues’-"I'H Dig 





ou Sooner or Later” (Victor). 
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Name Maestros Hit by AFM Order 
On Travelling Scales for Theatres 


American Federation of Musi-* 
cians hung a stunning blow last; 
week on rame band maestros, the 
effect of which will vary with the 
bo. and earning power of individ+ 
ual leaders. 

AFM ordered that as of Jan. 1 
travelling theatre scales will no 
longer apply to bands working the 
vaudfilm circuit. The price paid 
each musician will be governed by 
either the local or travelling scale, 
whichever is higher in any given 
jurisdiction. 

This ruling, originally submitted 
Jast June to the AFM convention 
in Asbury Park, N. J., was passed 
by the executive board last week 
and word passed to all talent agen- 
cies. It will have some effect on 
agency sales, but the majority of 
the impact will be felt by name 
Jeaders themselves since they have 
already been getting prices that 
the theatres aren't likely to boost 
to make up the differences that 
will have to be paid musicians. 


New York theatre work will be 
heavily affected, for example. 
Travelling scale calls for $130 per 
man for 28 shows, $4.65 for each 
extra performance, or $162.55 for 
the usual 35 shows performed in 
N. Y. houses. N. Y. Local 802 scale 
for the same house calls for 
$186.30 for 35 shows, $24.16 for 


doubling (musician who plays sax | 


and clarinet, for example) over- 
time pay (10 hours, 15 mins. is the 
limit of one day’s work regardless 
of the number of shows), plus re- 
hearsal pay for a maximum of two 
hours at $2.75 each. 

In other words, a band playing 
N. Y. and doing the sort of busi- 
ness that demands extra shows will 
be forced to pay individual musi- 
cians as high as $222.88 per man. 
Of course, many of the very top 
b.o. band names have musicians 
under contract at a fixed weekly 
salary. A great many, however, 
operate on a scale basis and these 
are the ones who will be mostly 
concerned with the AFM’s ruling. 


Name Band Spot 
Eyed for L. |. 


Gene Seville, former member of 
the Sevilles, dance act, and now 
owner of the Casa Seville, Frank- 
lin Square, L. I, may give the 
Long Island area its first name 
band dancery next spring. Seville 
is currenlty in the process of ex- 
panding his 600-seat cafe to a 
capacity of 1,800 and is aiming at 
buying top orchestras. 

Seville is tripling the capacity of 
his spot through the addition of a 
new wing. He is also installing a 
movable stage and is thinking of 
getting Guy Lombardo to open it 
next spring. 

Long Island has never had a 
suburban name band nitery of the 
type operated by Frank Dailey, at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
or the Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, N.Y. In the past, one of 
the main stumbling blocks was that 
all of that part of L. I. is under 
the jurisdiction of N. Y. Local 802 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians. That means that all 
remote broadcasts demand  pay- 
ment of a $3 per man broadcast tax 
to 802. At one time, remote broad- 
casts were vital to a name band, 
so much so that frequent weekly 
shots were a must. And too many 
were too costly for the average lo- 
cation. Since Meadowbrook and 
Glen Island were not within 802’s 
jurisidiction, they got all the play, 
and no comparable spot was ever 
estabilshed in the L. i. area, long 
looked upon as a natural source of 
business for such a policy. Today, 
however, remote wires are not 
nearly as vital as recordings. 


Jerry Vogel’s 25th Anni 


Thanksgiving this 25th of No- 
vember also marks the 25th anni- 
versary uf Jerry Vogel’s pet char- 
fiy fund which provides candy, 
chocolates, etc. for unfortunates 
and underprivileged in mental, 
leper and other institutions. 

This has been the music publish- 
er’s favorite charity work for a 
quarter-of-a-century, aided largely 
by people in the music, radio and 
allied branches of show business. 
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MPCE Prelim Huddle 


With Music Publishers 


Music Publishers Contact Em- | 


ployees union and the Music Pub- 


lishers Protective Assn. committees | 


named to negotiate a new contract, 
met yesterday (Tues.) afternoon 
for the first time. MPCE group pre- 
sented proposals of a new deal they 


are seeking to the MPPA men. The . 


following two-hour discussion in- 
volved nothing but a preliminary 
evaluation of the contact men’s 
ideas as incorporated in a 33-clause 
blueprint. 

Crux of the new deal sought by 
the MPCE is a pension plan fund, 
which the contact men ask be 
worked out with and by the pubs 
by next July. 
probably will hold a confab of 
their own faction on this develop- 


ment before meeting again with | 


the MPCE. They have expressed no 
reaction to the idea as yet. 

Other terms involved minimum 
scales, (now admittedly low at pre- 
war $35 weekly), etc. 


AFM Mediator 
In GAC-Morris 


Row on Campo 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians will settle a dispute between 
the General Artists Corp. and Wil- 
liam Morris agencies over the 
booking of Pupi Campo’s orchestra 
into its current stand at the Em- 
bassy Club, N. Y. Argument be- 
tween them is over the rights to 
commissions from the booking and 
is a rare case. 

GAC booked Campo into the spot 
for two weeks, opening last Sept. 
29. During the time he was 
booked on the job and the end of 
his first two weeks Campo signed 
a contract with Morris. Morris 
proceeded then to file an undated 
contract with the AFM for Campo’s 
stay at the club beyond the two 
weeks set by GAC, and presumably 
is collecting the commissions. GAC 
asserts that since it booked the 
first two weeks it is entitled to 
commissions from the entire run, 
no matter how long, on the theory 
that the extensions are part of the 
original contract. which GAC 
wrote. Campo didn’t close and 
but is on one long 





run. 

Further, GAC claims that the 
original intention was to write its 
Embassy pact for Campo for two 
weeks with three two-week options, 
but that Campo demurred, saying 
two-week period was 
enough. If he was held over, that 
would be time enough to file a 
new contract. This was_ subse- 
quently done by Morris instead. 

Campo has been booked by Mor- 
ris into the new Saxony hotel, 
Miami Beach, opening Jan. 7. He’s 
said to be getting $3,500 weekly 
there. 


HOWARD MULLS ACTION 
ON MAJESTIC TRANSFER 


There is apt to be court action 
before Eddy Howard gives in to 
being a Mercury label recording 
artist. Mercury bought a fairly 
large stack of Howard's unreleased 
masters when it bought the Majes- 
tic Record assets a couple of weeks 
ago for $142,000, and included in 
the deal were the contracts of art- 
ists tied to the Majestic label at 
the time. 

Howard and his manager, Biggie 
Levine. do not agree, however, 
that their contract with Majestic 
was in force at the time of the sale 





‘to Mercury, and assert they intend 


to contest the transfer. It’s their 
contention that Majestic breached 
the terms of its contract with How- 
ard prior to the time when it got 
into financial difficulty, therefore 
the disposition of it to Mercury 
wasn't iegaliy possible. 

There’s no problem with other 
Majestic artists. Rose Murphy had 
already signed with RCA-Victor, 
Ray McKinley had gone to the 
same company before the Jan. 1 
disk ban. and Foy Willing had 
transferred to Capitol. 


Pubs themselves | 


Where’s the Beat? 


One of the weirdest cracks 
ever pulled by anyone con- 
nected with a wild jump band 
was expressed by a band man- 
ager. 

Discussing the dance band 
| Situation, while the band he 
| handies did its best to blow 
; the walls out of a spot, the 
' Manager spoke of peculiar re- 
action to his band’s tempos by 
kids aitending recent one- 
nighters. 

“You know.” he said, “we 
play good dance beats, but I 
really don’t think kids know 
how to dance any more. They 
just can’t get with us.” 

And he was serious. 








N.Y. JOCKS QUIT 
NATL ORG. FOR 
OWN UNIT 


Disk jockeys in the New York 
area have withdrawn in a body from 
' the National Assn. of Disk Jockeys 
and have set up their own organi- 


;zation calléd the Metropolitan 
| Assn. of Disk Jockeys. New out- 
| fit, with Paul Brenner, WAAT, 


Newark, as president, will be en- 
tirely a. benevolent grouping. It 
will maintain offices at the Bel- 
| mont-Plaza hotel, New York. 

One of the foremost projects, al- 
|ready gotten under way by the 
MADJ, 
| of pressings through which various 


veterans and other hospitals in the | 


N. Y. area will be serviced with 
recordings. Disk jocks themselves 
and recording manufacturers will 
be asked to contribute to the pool, 
| and a committee of jocks, headed 
by Bill Williams, has been named 
to pass upon applications and 
otherwise decide which institutions 
are to be provided with disks. 


In addition to Brenner, officers 
of the new org are Fred Rob- 
bins (WOV), v.p.; Phil Tayler 


(WOR), treasurer; Eileen O’Con- 
nell (WMGM, recording secretary; 
Stanley Burns, social secretary. 
Various committees are headed by 
Bill Watson, Jack Lacey, Jack 
Lazare, Johnny Cane and Robbins. 
Group plans an Xmas party at the 
Belmont - Plaza for all recording 
artists and disk jockeys in N. Y. 
at the time. Tommy Dorsey, in- 
cidentally, is a member of the new 
org due to his transcribed disk 
show. 

Withdrawal of the members of 
MADJ from the national organiza- 
tion is not due to any friction. Its 
members simply feel that they can 
do more for themselves’ and 
others as a local outfit. 


Brit. Insurgents 
Push New Union 


London, Nov. 

A series of unofficial union meet- 
ings has been held by musicians 
who are severely critical of the 
general attitude and methods of 
the Musicians Union controlling 
body. Meetings are a part of a 
widespread movement to form a 
breakaway union. 

Union chiefs have been fully 
aware of the growth of this move- 
ment since the threatened national 
radio strike last August. If the 
strike had been put into effect, this 
breakaway association of musicians 
was planning to offer to accept 
broadcast dates in defiance of 
union action. The association has 
steadily gained in influence be- 
cause a number of top-line band- 
leaders are known to be completely 
in favor of it. 


HARRY LINK’S FEIST 
GM. PACT RENEWED 


Harry Link’s five-year contract 
with Loew’s, Inc., as general man- 
ager of Feist, one of the Big Three 
publishing firms, has been re- 
newed. Link’s original five-year 
deal expires the end of this year 
and it called for 60 days’ notice 
if Loew's intended to exercise the 
option. 

It’s understood the option period 
called for a higher financial ar- 
rangement, but details are undis- 
i closed. 








is the creation of a pool | 


,strom, points out: 
| has been the practice of a number 
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Capitol Surprises by Smash Net 


$1,211,100 for Ist 9 Months 


+ 





. 


Cap Prepped for Months 
For Brit. Decca Pact 


Capitol Records has been prepar- 
ing for months for consummation 
of the agreement it made with Brit- 
ish Decca. When other companies 
were laying off pressing machine 
operators, and even closing plants, 
Capitol’s factory hands were work- 
ing overtime getting out finished 
disks to be placed on the shelf in 
preparation for shipment overseas. 
As a matter of fact, so great was 
the. production demand on Cap’s 
facilities, what with its hit domes- 
tic disks, and the manufacturing 
for overseas, that Cap went to Vic- 
tor for help. 

Victor‘s midwestern factory re- 
sponded, disks being made by the 
larger manufacturer for Capitol. 
These recordings are now being 
packaged and shipped to England 
for distribution there and in Africa 
by the English Decca firm. 


RCA Stuns Pubs 


By Barring All 
Staff Xmas Gifts 


RCA-Victor records has advised 
music publishers with whom it 
does business to refrain this year 
from distributing Xmas _ gifts 
among its artists and repertoire 
men. Victor’s letter, signed by 
Jack Hallstrom, who heads Victor’s 
committee of eight—which evalu- 
ates and designates the music to 
be assigned Victor  artists—is 
couched in terms which it hopes 
will not “offend” publishers. It 
states that Victor looks upon mu- 
sic pubs as businessmen vital to 
the company’s welfare, and that 
they need the pubs as much as the 
pubs need Victor. 


Pubs are un‘isually jubilant 
about the edict. Most major re- 
cording companies have only a few 
men to whom the pubs feel they 
should give Xmas gifts for fav- 
ors reeeived, but Victor’s staff is 
something else. When Eli Ober- 
stein left his post as head of art- 
ists and repertoire last winter, his 
place was taken by the above men- 
tioned committee. Pubs could go 
broke trying to please ’em all and 
possibly get in dutch with some by 
doing only a partial job. 

Letter, written by Jack Hall- 
“In the past. it 








of publishers to express. their 
Xmas greetings to some of us in 
material form. I do not question 
the good will in which each of 
these gifts has been offered, but I 
feel, nevertheless, that the spirit 
which inspired them could be more 
effectively conveyed without the 
gifts. In other words, we would 
very much prefer that the practice 

. be discontinued entirely 
we do not wish to appear stuffy or 
without grace ... we vaiue your 
cordial wishes .. . set great store 
upon the business relationship . 
mutually built. Let us continue 

. . on a business-like basis. 

It’s understood Decca Records, 
hearing of the Victor move, is con- 
sidering doing the same thing. 


SYRACUSE KICKOFF FOR 
NEW GOODMAN BAND 


Benny Goodman's new orchestra 
is set on its first date. It opens 
the Syracuse hotei, 
Syracuse, for five days. Thereafter 
it will play a few one-nighters 
which are not yet signed, and then 
into the Paramount theatre, N.Y. 
Dec. 8 or 15. 


Goodman, probably for the first 
time, is using a quintet of singers 
It will be made up of soloists and 
two musicians from within the 
band. The new combo will add up 
to 22 peopie, 19 musicians and 
three singers. That's larger than 
any band Goodman has ever 
handled. 

His date at the Syracuse hostelry 
is in the same room where Eddy 
Duchin earned $15.000 in five days 
six weeks ago, on a guarantee and 





, a percentage basis, 


Capitol Records last week turned 
out an earnings statement for the 
first nine months of this year 
which greatly surprised the record- 
ing industry. Posting a net income 
figure of $1,211,100—against the 
$550,877 cited by Decca for the 
same period—Capitol hopped into 
the third slot in company rating 
and unquestionably sold more pop 
disks than even RCA-Victor, the 
kingpin of the recording field. 
Only Victor’s Red Seal classical 
and perhaps Columbia’s Master- 
works division may have compiled 
a better overall figure, in conjunc- 
tion with the pop divisions of each. 

It was expected that Capitol 
would turn out a large statement 
since the company has consistently 
led with hits since the first of the 
year. It began with Peggy Lee’s 
‘“‘Manana” in January, King Cole’s 
“Nature Boy” immediately there- 
after, then latched onto Margaret 
Whiting’s “Tree In the Meadow” 
and Pee Wee Hunt’s “12th Street 
Rag” during early summer to run 
up a total gross sale of $13,117,000, 
by far its biggest year to date 
(same period last year returned 


|$253,151). Net income, after all 


charges, presumably including es- 
timated taxes, pyramided earnings 
of $2.66 a snare for 432,680 hold- 
ers of pieces of the company’s com- 
mon stock. First nine months of 
’47 the per-share earning was 45c. 

Another considerable item pre- 
sumably added to the Capitol state- 
ment is the coin that might have 
been paid to the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians had that royalty- 
per-record-sold arrangement re- 
mained in existence. In Cap’s case 
it probably amounted to approxi- 
mately $260,000. 

Capitol recently concluded a dis- 
tribution arrangement with British 
Decca, Ltd., under which its press- 
ings will be sold in England and 
Africa. It made a master exchange 
deal with Germany’s Telefunken 
and two other contracts with Mexi- 
can recording firms. This figures 
to bolster the comparatively new 
firm’s muture earnings whether or 
not it ever again is able to dupli- 
cate the string of hits it has had 
this year, and definitely plaees the 
company on a par with any other 
rival. 


Election Delays 
ASCAP Action 


Unexpected reelection of Presi- 
dent Truman also had its effect on 
the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers in re- 
lation to the legal battle over thea- 
tre exhibition fees with the 
Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. Ex-Secretary of War Pat- 
terson, spearheading the Society's 
legal eagles, has not yet informed 
the Society’s execs or its director 
board as to what course he will 
take in the ITOA case, which so 
far has consistently gone against 
the organization. He, too, apparent- 
ly held off mapping plans until the 
balloting was determined. 

There isn’t much deubt among 
responsible society personalities 
that N. Y. federal court Judge 
Leibell’s decision of last week will 
be fought. It refrained from forc- 
ing ASCAP to divest itself of thea- 
tre exhibition rights, but at the 
same time ruled the rights couldn’t 
be sold so long as the Society was 
“ilNegal and a monopoly.” The ques- 
tion is how it will be fought. And 
Patterson has not yet decided that, 
or, if he has, has not yet informed 
Society heads of his intentions. 

The problem is whether Patter- 
son will appeal Leibell’s findings, 
which he and many others feei go 
beyond the merits of the case, 
especially in deciding that ASCAP 
is a monopoly, or whether he will 
seek a new Government decree in 
Washington, reorganizing the So- 
ciety along lines that would for- 
ever put it beyond monopoly 
charges. 


Laverne Andrews Weds 


Hollywood, Noy. 9 

Laverne Andrews, of the An- 
drews Sisters trio, is to be married 
here Friday (12) to Lou Rogers, 
head of an indie recording com- 
pany. 

Wedding will take place at the 
home of Maxene Andrews. 
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Band 


osrute AND HER RHUMBA (6): 
Sky Room, Wilton Hotel, Long 
Beach, Cal. 
After a long career in the east, 
Dacita has started her invasion of | 


the Coast, dispensing the swivel-| 


hip rhythm that makes her a cinch. 

Current date, actually a break- 
in, finds her backed by a five-piece 
combo of bass, piano, trumpet, 
drums and sax. She handles the 
vocals herself, easing them over 
for top results. 

Dacita features a per of her own 
tunes, “Shua, Shua” ‘“The Wash- 
erwoman's Lament”) nih “Solido, 
Joaquim,” and keeps getting re- 
quests for them. in the Latin 


Reviews 


on the piano and solovex. Other 
personnel are Joe Cricchio, accor- 
dion; Charley Roeder, drums and 
| vibes; Ed Bruno, bass, while leader 
handles the sax. Gilb. 





ROY MILTON AND HIS SOLID 

SENDERS (6) 

With Camille Howard 
Apolle, N. 

Roy Milton’s small unit in mak- 
ing its bow at the Apollo shapes 
up as a jive crew with an unhim- 
ited supply of energy. 
ing two reed, guitar, 
(Milton) and Camille 
the piano, 


Howard at 
the outfit specializes in 





Compris- | 
bass drums | 


blues numbers plus an occasional | 


French Bestsellers 


Paris, Nov. 1. 

Voulez Danser, 
d’ Mere? 

‘Do You Want to Dance, 
Grandmother? ) 

C’est Si Bon. 

(It's So Good), 

Au Chili. 

Maria de Bahia. 

(Maria from Bahia). 

Sans Vous. 

(Without You). 

Samba Bresilienne. 

(Brazilian Samba). 

Ma Douce Valee. 

(My Sweet Valley). 

Ma Cabane au Canada. 

(My Cabin in Canada). 

La Vie en Rose. 
(You’re Dangerous, Cherie.) 


Vous 


Grand 


Major Pubs Refusing to Accede To 


! 


Major music publishers are stub- 
bornly refusing to give in to RCA- 


| Victor’s requests that it be allowed | 
' and the majors continuing to stand 


‘to deduct 814% from quarterly 
royalty statements to cover ‘“‘break- 
age,” etc. Affair has now reached 
‘the pent where it is soci it up 


REVEAL SUIT VS. FEIST 
| FOR 1006 ON MUSICAL 





RCA Requests on 8/57 Breakage 


into a cause celebre of the musie 
industry, with RCA continuing to 
round up smaller pubs in bunches 


pat against the idea. 


Victor's executives had conver- 
sations with several top firms last 


-| week and couldn’t achieve even a 
' promise to go along with the plan 


if and when the company gets 
other majors to agree. One major 
firm, Shapiro-Bernstein, assertedly 
told Victor that it might entertain 


idiom, each has a simple, extremely free-for-all. a ‘ PRS aah : a cic an idea of a breakage deduction if 
catchy melody, in» itis plug | Practically all of the musikers| soi, Tos wn |to devote proper time to exploit) 1 was applied only to pope and not 
. “he ar ; Ps 5. 4 ( Sat Ni , ; »< hic mate far » to recor s s standarc ate- 
pg Standards like “Jack, er tae Rg oe PO ta Night’s Little ney her ge Mo ye tee ral, which are good almost any 
As set up now, band could easily , both at the keyboard and in the| Le Retour des Cigagnes. Before Spring, is the basis of a por Ph _ _ 
move into any of the plushy West warbling department. Self ac-| ‘The Return of the Gypsies). vere - ape aguas, the od Attitude being taken by the 
Ceast niteries which bid for the comps herself on the ivories in | Djimbo Il’Elephant. | lisher = N. Y. supreme cours 5 satieadt tn die rom peng oe eer 
carriage trade. It’s an extremely! chirping the bluesy “You Don’t} (Jumbo the Elephant). - ae ad i Aion aay = hs . boos y tough stance take 
danceable combo, and Dacita, a Love Me” for a fine salvo. Also | Complet Gris. | Freder ick Loewe. In _ claiming wang ren seetl a stance = pir 
canny showman, gives the custom- is equally effective with “I've No (Grey Suit). Feist breached and violated its fi- by them, per te arly ot Mag be 
ers exactly what they want. Gal Place to Stay.” Ay Mama. | duciary duty, plaintiffs ask recis- the fact that Herman ‘ Aarr, 
has plenty on the ball, musically (Constantly maintaining a furious Clopin-Clopant. sion of a 1945 contract plus an of Warner Bros. music group had 


and personality-wise, and knows 
how to keep terpatrons coming 
back for more. 

She’s a hot prospect for any of 
the Coast bistros, particularly the 


tempo, Milton’s outfit has a style 
that may best be deseribed as a 
sledgehammer technique. Milton 
himself contribs some nifty skin- 
beating as well as voealing a 


(Clopping Along). 
Rumba des Cigales. 
‘Cacada’s Rumba). 
Un Monsieur Attendant. 
(A Gentleman Awaits). 


accounting of profits. 


Action came to light when Feist 
| moved for an order requiring the 
| plaintiffs to serve a verified bill of 
| particulars. 





already given his consent to Vic- 
tor’s making the deductions. Usu- 
ally, as WB goes so goes the rest 
of the industry. 

That has reached 


the point 


Sunset Strip variety, where she brace of blues tunes in a rusty La Marie. where anyone or any organization 
could easily become a long-run yoice that enhances rather than Les Trois Cloches. seeking a concession from the mu- 
fave. Kap. hampers the lyrics. (The Three Bells) sic industry as a rule approaches 





BILL McCUNE QUINTET 
Broadway Cocktail Lounge 
Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


As a novelty unit the band rates 
among the better combos. How- 
ever, this type of rhythm has an 


appeal that’s primarily confined to | 


Avee Son Tralalala. 
(With Her Tralalala). 
C’est le Printemps. 


‘(It Might As Well Be 


Carle Follows T.D. 
At N.-Y.’s Penn 


WB first. Last year, when Victor 
upped its retail disk price to 75c 
and was seeking a 1°4 royalty in- 
stead of the legal 2c per side, it 


: “ : Frankie Carle definitely will . . 
Long fronting a larger outfit,| Negro vauders and cafes. Boys Sevtnd approached Starr first ghd his okay 
: : biti: a? ake PM spring). follow Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra : “ ae : “ 
Bill McCune switched to a quintet | were weil received at the Apollo. Chacun Son Bonheur, | at the N.Y. Penmaylvania hotel's helped break the back of subse 
about six months ago when a book- Gilb. (‘fo Bach Mie Own) quent resistance. Then the Song- 


ing problem called for a small unit. 
His original combo stressed sweet- 
ness and Latin rhythms, 


and both | 
these components are still well in| 





Selvin Preps for Shift 


Valser dans l’Ombre. 
(Candlelight Waltz). 
Loin des Sambas. 


| redecorated Cafe Rouge. Carte will 
‘open Dec. 27 for six weeks. No 
band is set beyond him. 


Carle was originally scheduled 


writers Protective Assn. took its 
new contract to Starr and got a 
signature before other pubs were 
signed. Victor took its 812% 


| the forefront of the present group. Ben Selvin leaves New York : South America, Take it for the slot he’s taking at the Penn, breakage deal to Starr first, and 
{ Moving into the Astor’s Cocktail Nov. 23 to take over as head Away). a but for weeks there was indecision last week the Music Publishers 
Lounge, where Lenny Herman was! of Columbia Records Hollywood| !! Allumait les Reverberes. as to whether he would actually Contact Employees union had con- 





a perennial fixture, may be some- 
what of a handicap to McCune for 


branch Dec. 1. He is now back in 
the east after a two-week stay on 


‘Old Lamplighter). 
Le Plus Belle Valse d’Amour 


fill it; he did not want to spend 
more than four weeks at the hotel 








ferences with Starr before hud- 
dling yesterday (Tues.) with the 








a short time. However, the room’s the Coast to prepare for the per-| ‘/talian). ; this trip. He wanted more time Music Publishers Protective Assn. 

steady patrons won't find it diffi- manent shift, and moves his family (The Most Beautiful Love for road work, but finally agreed on a new basic contract for con- 

cult to adjust themselves to the with him on the final trip west. Waliz). to the longer run. tact men. 

new aggregation, for its style is Me et ‘ Civilization. cpanaiaeeass ‘ 

eatchy and pleasing. wee ee See ae ae Chanson du Bonheur. fete $4004 
McCune wisely points up group !umbia’s Coast branch, comes back ‘You Belong to My Heart). 

vocals and novelties to satisfy those imto the N.Y. scene as soon as 5 Mintes de Plus. 


who want to “see” the quintet as 
well as hear it. Nice rhythmie ef- 
fects are contributed by Ted Husted 


Selvin takes over. Selvin, inci- 
dentally, will continue as head of 
Columbia’ s kiddisk division. 


‘RH’ Logging System 


! 





‘Five Minutes More). 
Moi Aussi. 
‘The Siars Will Remember). 


BBC EXEC URGES 








MORE BRITISH MUSIC 


John G. Peatman, Director. 


Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


Survey Week of Octeber 29-Nevember 4, 1948 








) ina aaa ; em ‘tie A Tree In the Meadow Jb ceveses codecs necceues Shapiro-B 

} ichard Himber’s new development in logging broadcas orm , : . . Ah But It Ha BO RS rer eee Tree yrre. 

ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. | .2'™ ‘eyo = ° ~— a | Ain't Doin’ Bad Doin’ ee eae es oan 
They are conpiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; | @ctator. ye a oe & “adi: <F | Blue Bird of Happiness ..... Pere + 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for | Fencage ag vo yh ee _savising |Z Buttons and Bows—‘"Pale Pace”.............. Famous 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 raajor territories, New |* on * 7 ce British pro’ + Cuanto Le Gusta—t“Date With Judy”.. .......... Southern 

York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Corntmercial Vocal in all | Poruion ch —— pop Down Among the Sheltering Palms ...............Miller 

three territories counts 12. raed in eir programs.” 4 Ev’ry Day I Love You...... ‘ Harms 

| ublishers have been playing Hair Of Gold. si ae tte a Robert 

i Week of October 28 te Nevember 4 , ball all along the line in their nho- Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life” Soe Sat hae eee Claneett 

tone |e eS ot, vari ® 1 Ge GUE TO. cass 5. ig geauis 2 Wore & M 
Seng Publisher Pts. (the BBC covernors that they ex. % It'S @ Most Unusual Day—?“Date With Judy”...... Robbins 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro ..... ebb seheeh +s ess i epee «ss 196 ‘° t th t * bee t - the lt's Magic—t“Romance Om High Seas” ....... ..... Witmark 
Buttons and Bows—Famous............. +P See  e- 194 pect them i 2 1b par: © ag BO Soa ae eeenEgS sees Santly-Joy 
You Call Everybody Darlin’—Mayfair.....................20005 | ee ee ee Oe ete Bee ME ors. cncacts..<... eeteeeesesees. Kramer-W 
Underneath the Arches—Robbins .......................005. 144 pny eg . ye pln vay nd mE. Maybe You'll Be There.................... -eee.. Triangle 
It's Magic—*“Romance On High Seas’—Witmark................ 137 nem i“ epeabetpen - hor gpa me oe. _ RRR IRS ae © nee TREN... Crawford 
i FIT TCT Tere Te TT eT TTT CTT ICT Tie 122 oie ) = P "that BBC hasn't | My Darling, My Darling—*‘‘Where s Charley” ae: Morris 
Until—Dorsey Bros.................... Paekccureanieeckaess 112 } ih gee cote . th My Happiness ....... ...+» Blasco 
Be Be I og 5. occ css cans bennses cénne: 13 |> - gee ae ion ak > oe Night Has Thousand Eyes—}‘ ‘Night 1 Has s Eyes”. . Paramount 
Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms .................. 0... 0050, 108 |mar “By 08 pe ye — On a Slow Boat t6 China ...... ...+.. Melrose 
My Darling, My Darling—*“Where’s Charley’—Morris......... 105 oe aah dake damien anges that! + One Sunday Afternoon.......................... Remick 
On a Slow Boat to China—Melrose ..............-- 6-5. scence. 104 “"D we : wind sea hat : ee od. oc nt eebbnseederscnaneoer Miller 
Everyday I Love You—‘*"Two Guys from Texas”’—Harms........ 96 br ay ony ft . ti yp ee ch. Be” ee Se err re - Shapiro-B 
A Tree in the Meadow—Shapiro ret rrr Tre PEST Cee e TS os r tn gy re pte “4 Mh _~ Underneath the Arches.........cccccsccccsccccee Robbins 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life”’—Chappell.................00000% 84 ti 7 i 174% on™ - ee eee a ........ Dorsey Bros. 
Maybe Oe ee Fs Silel «scans + +s weber cee can ag | =e d ~ Pr headin ograms What Did I Do—7‘ ‘When My Baby Smiles” oe 2 oe Triangle 
Cuanto Le Gusta—‘"“Date With Judy”—Southern............... § eee ee When the Red Robbin Comes Bobbin’ Along...... Bourne 
an go og ee at wish ; j ves Re phi seer eee rece z. Why Does It Have to Rain Om Sunday............ Duchess 
s a Mos nusual Day—‘'Date Wi udy’”—Robbins.......... : ° You Call Everybody Darling .............. eoeeee- Mayfair 

Oo en ea eee ee” eee 72 14 Distribs Set By You Were Only Fooling ~~ se ee aa Shopire-3 
r— Is the Moment—*“‘Lady in Ermine”—Miller................ ei D f Co | 
sn’ ic——?t"Isn’ ic”—Famous............. ; ¢ 
pod ghee: oe spr lpr A -oiermgagal pesoueat Se See ee 65 ecca or ra The remaining 21 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 


Decea has so far set 14 distrib- 
utors for its new Coral label out 


Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Musie Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Ine., 


For You—Witmark 
The Night Thousand Eyes—*‘ 


‘Night Thousand Eyes’ ‘Paramount 60 


ae aes 











PHFFHFSSHHFH SESH FESHSEFE HED EHEFFOFOSHEOOOOS er ee ee eee ee eee 


Twelfth Street Rag—Shapiro............. 2... cece eee eee eens = of a a d Se faces ~a Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. : 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller. ii tua ws carenen eign outlets. Initial appointments ; a | 
ft boyy Cee » So ee 56 cover key cities from coast to person a ang aa ACTOS... sss eceeereseeeeees — | 
Ain't Doin’ Bad, Doin’ Nothin’—Spitzer.. _... 55 coast, Minnesota to Texas, and Cumann GW ttt tesserae csoeccecosccoeccens Marti te 
What Did I Do—*‘‘When My Baby Smiles At Me’ '_Triangle iaains 54 subsequent distribs will be set up ta Ri acalceanaealaiete stale babe cote don Aionss | ~: rt +t 
bad Does It Rain On Sunday—Duchess...............--.-++-: pg orci well as smaller Eg Nay al deaaaelas yt ' ‘ aaanp soos ase: owe iE 
Hee Fe yl at arm ew Spit OETA REGRE EN EMS et 50 The 14.so far set include Auto Sd: way ben Picee an " — swevcesccccconens aa : : 
At the Flying-W—Mlorris..........cccccccccccsevecsvecscscens 48 Equipment, Denver; Remco, Inc. If We Can't Be p Ag ve Old poche hale } aber j 
Be i eens , WIGS... ov ocd eck cere cose cccecceecs 44 Chicago: C and C _ Distributors, ln’ Sly. retin e Same Old Sweetnearts......... om a 
A Hundred & Bite DANN eR AOOE, oon ccs sss 000 eS: ila bstons a 8 43 Seattle; Kemper, Barrett, Inc., San Isn't 4 Rom tic eat 1 * It R Ay we 7 rene Pee F wane 

Take It Away—Pemore.. .: oc... secs ncc- ss cvcereveressscees 41 Francisco; Music Suppliers of Fens Pad ama c—'"Isn omantie aaeveces renee 

Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart—Mills hat ae ees .. 41 New England. Ince., Boston; Millner See eT Pee he? * > Sater eRe Neee s bewooons ; a 

One Sunday Afternoon—‘“One Sunday Afternoon’—Remick ... 40 Record Sales, St. Louis; C and c Little es ere Oren eer? trees pee on 

When You Left Me—Porgie..........-.:::eeseeeeeeeeees ...... 39 Distributors, Portland, Ore.; Win- een eer * ea deren fees eeeeee te: =. roel 

Lavender Blue—Santy-JOy........ cece cece ee eee ee ee ener ee eenee 38 throp Co.,- Philadelphia; Brilliant Say Tt ~ lh oy Tghs ieee eee eee ee — 

Lillette—Jefferson _. eS te ek hee neh des Keak tered 32 Music, Detroit; Musical Sales, Say Geeaete s . <4 7 wi - . oeceees Satta” 

Just For Now—Advanced. ....... cece cece teense seeeenscreeees 32 Memphis; Music Sales, New Or- Take it pang weet i9 our weet eart.. aoe ~ ‘ 

Galway Bay—Leeds...... 6... ccc cece ee cece cesececcccscces 30 leans; South Coast Amus., Hous- Walkin’ wien pete Er estat teats vn tne os eovces oe a 

I Don’t Care if it Rains all Night—Witmark ...... (ee eeatcews 30 | ton; Forster Distributing, Minneap- sien inion Bed ‘We _—~ oe Sbeweaeeaes —— one-} 

Beyond the Purple Hills—Goldmine Pict Mids Meerteneke eats 29 olis:; Millner Record Sales, Kansas You Walk By g y from uis. TeTTTiITTT Te ree 

You Came a Long Way From St. Louis—Jewel............-.--. 28 City. Seg ae LS tRPNEs OP phir ses Romer seetemrens ++ ae 

If We Can't Be the Same Old Sweethearts—Feist............... 28 } Initial 14 pressings on the mew g *°%O® vores reeeees tee ‘ ee 

Cornbelt Symphony—Mellin...... --- 6-66 eee eee reer eee 28! label will be shipped later this 

I'd Leve to Live in Loveland—B.V.C.......----- Seekses 0+asaanns 27| month so as to be on the stands * Legit Musical. t Filmusical. 

You Walk sy—Cavalier coececceoosees Tere ee eee eee ee eee eee 27 | Dec. 1. SEEPS EHS HO EHE EGS HG GGGHGEGEOG4GF4644 44 6444S FFF OOO HH OH 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s' 


Band Hotel 


. ' 
Covers Totai | 


ecka Past Covers | 
Played Week On Date | 


Eddy Duchin.......Waldorf (400; $2) fS.vines @— Bees. 14,020 
Ray McKinley*.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 5 1,100 5,200 


Guy Lombardo .... Roosevelt (400; 


$1.50-$2)...... 6 2,450 15,200 


Tommy Dorsey .... Pennsylvania (450; $1.50-$2)... 5 2,000 11,025 





* New Yorker, ice show; Waldorf, Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy, 
Chicago 
Victor Lombardo (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Week 
of dismal rainy weather nipped at tabs. Okay 3,000. . 
Joel Merman (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 


Joan Edwards out (4), Mata & Hari 


in Friday (5). Fine 3,000. 


Benny Strong (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cove! 


Ice Show holding good crowds 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, 


Upped 3,100 
Palmer House. 550; $3.50 min.-$1l 


cover Small conventions keeping room buzzing. Neat 3,200 


Los Angeles 


Hildegarde, Eddie Oliver (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2 


in windup 


Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50 


Strong 4,000 


Sturdy 3.850. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Del Courtney (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.) 


7 


Closing week held up, top- 


ping last. Orrin Tucker opens tonight (9). Over 14,000 


Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). Harvey Stone, Vaga- 
bonds and Gracie Barrie, fat 3,300 : . 
Eddy Howard (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Closing week of local fave 


socko. Teddy Phillips opens tonight (9) 
Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.) 


Sock 16,000. 
Still flying high. Giant 3,600. 


Los Angeles 
Lawrence Welk (Palladium _* Holly wood. 3rd wk.). Hefts 11.000 


a 


Boston Nistory Teacher 


Sells Pair to Decca 
Boston, Nov. 9. 

Lee Morris, Hub history teacher 

who scored as a tunesmith with “If 

I Only Had a Match,” made a 

package deal with Decca for a 

coupling of two new tunes he 

brought out himself under the 
Richmond label. 


Tunes are “Dear to Dream” and 
“Tish Tish MacTavish,” both bari- 
toned by Bobby Wayne with an 
orch background. Plugged by Bob 
Clayton, WHDH jock, disc began 
to catch on, and Decca deal fol- 
lcwed. Figures to release them on 
its new Coral label as a special. 


AFM’s Revised Rules 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians issued its revised book of 
rules last week, the new issue cov- 
ering 100 pages less than the old. 
Streamlined version covers 183 
pages as against the 292 of its 
predecessor, 

Union reworded the entire book 
for the first time due to the fact 
that many of the rules and regu- 
lations were duplicated wholly or 
in part by years of constantly add- 
ing amendments. It felt that the 
original book was confusing in 
many ways, and so a committee 
was named to streamline the regu- 


Supreme is publishing. lations. 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Buttons and Bows” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tree In the Meadow” 
British Best Seller 
“So Tired” 


BILLY SHAW REMAINS 
WITH GALE AGENCY 


Moe Gale and Billy Shaw with- 
drew the arrangement they had 
agreed to last week and which was 
all but signed, and Shaw will re- 
main with the Gale Agency Dis- 
pute between Shaw and the Gales 
—Moe and Tim—was_ smoothed 
over when the brothers flatly re- 
fused to allow Shaw to take with 
him into his own agency business 
the contracts of certain artists han- 
dled by the Gale org. This would 
have been in addition to a cash set- 
tlement for Shaw’s one-third in- 
terest in the operation. 








Shaw's contract with the Gales 
doesn’t expire for another two 
years from next February. It was 
originally a five-year agreement. 





S-B’s Hat Trick 

Shapiro-Bernstein pulled the hat 
trick last Saturday (6) evening by 
placing three songs on the Lucky 
Strike “Hit Parade.’’ Program, 
now a half-hour, uses only seven 
songs in all. 

S-B led the program with “Tree 
In the Meadow” and followed with 
“12th Street Rag’ and “You Were 
Only Fooling.” 





Larry Barnet East 
Larry Barnet, Music Corp of 
America v.p., returned to New 
York late last week and will be 
east for three or four weeks. He 
has been at MCA’s Beverly Hills 
office for a couple of months. 
On his trips back and forth, 
Barnet stops off at MCA offices in 
'Dallas, Chicago, ete. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Hollywood songwriters have contributed approximately $5,000 to the 
fund begun by New York writers several weeks back, to finance the 
cost of intervening for the songwriters in the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers case vs. Independent Theatre 
Owners of America. Various Coast songsmiths kicked in with indi- 
vidual sums of $200 to $500 apiece and their contributions are said to 
have swelled the overall fund total to approximately $15,000. All of it 
goes to John Schulman, attorney for the writers and for the Song- 
| writers Protective Assn., which has no official flace in the ASCAP-ITOA 
‘intervention. It’s asserted by writers busy doing the collecting that 
only Schulman’s expenses and salary during the case will be taken out 
of the fund, the remainder returned pro rata to contributors. 








Columbia Records and Philco, which originally collaborated on the 
marketing of the former’s Long-Playing Microgroove record, in the 
sense that Philco developed the 3313 rpm turntable and special tone 
arm which reproduce the disks, do not collaborate-in advertising. As 
a matter of fact they seem to avoid mentioning each other. Philco’s 
Sunday evening tele shows (NBC) and Bing Crosby's transcriptions 
avoid pointing out that the Columbia LP disk is the only platter play- 
able with its new machines. The tele show, when it shows a recording 
spinning on the turntable, uses a plain white label recording. Colum- 
bia, on the other hand, doesn’t mention Philco in its ads. That's ex- 
plained by the fact that other manufacturers are now making repro- 
ducers capable of handling the LP disk. 





Disk jockeys in Pittsburgh and St. Louis have been running mystery 
contests of their own accord on the new Peter Lind Hayes disks re- 
leased by Decca, and the company, getting wind of it, is following up 
by suggesting the idea to other diskers who haven’t yet aired the Hayes 
disks. Idea of Bill Brant, KDKA jock, is based on the fact Hayes has 
never done a straight singing job before. He asked listeners to identify 
the singer, explaining he was an outstanding comedian. Most callers 
named Danny Kaye and out of hundreds only one labeled the singer as 
Hayes. 





Mike Vallon, and his wife, Mary Miremberg, two-thirds of the N. Y. 
law firm of Goldfarb, Miremberg & Vallon, aren't allowed to operate 
as attorneys in California, where they now live, because neither is a 
member of the California bar. Personal managers as well as attorneys, 
they operate as the former only out of Hollywood, while legal angles 
are handled back in N. Y. by Goldfarb. Situation has led to rumors 
the three are split, but that’s not the case. Vallon last week signed 
Judy Canova, incidentally, to a management pact. 





Louis Prima’s orchestra is maintaining a good b.o. pace at the newly 
launched Dance Carnival ballroom, New York—but drawing most of it 
on weekends. It’s claimed Prima played to between 3,500 and 3,800 
|admissions the past Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings (5-6-7), 
| which amounts to between 20% and 25% better than his opening week- 
end. Midweek business, however, is very light in comparison, which 
is only following the trend of N. Y. niteries, hotels. 





Recent story from Japan of Burton Crane, how he waited 14 years 
to put his show on (for which Claude Lapham wrote the music), re- 
minds Lapham of his troubles with his “Japanese Concerto for Piano.” 
RCA-Victor recorded and released it in 1936, only to cancel it in 1938, 
with no chance even now, he says, to release it again. Lapham’s 
“Niseire Romance,” Jap-American operetta, had its bow at the Inter- 

‘national Studio theatre, Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

















Do you pick your own songs ? 


Orare you listening to Gallup, Roper, Hooper, Peatman and Himber ? 
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BELLA BELLA MARIE 


Recorded by —THE ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) ¢ JAN GARBER (Capitol) « EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) Y 
PAUL FENNELLY & REGGIE GOFF (MGM) ¢ JACK SMITH (Capitol) « PHIL BRITO (Musicraft) ¢ GRACIE FIELDS (London) y 
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yy LARRY GREEN (Victor) * JOHNNY DESMOND & The Dell Trio (Columbia) * JOHNNY FRANK with Orchestra (Varsity) Y 
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y ; sole le? Recorded by — BING CROSBY (Decca) * ANNE SHELTON (London) ¢ BILL JOHNSON (Columbia) Dy 
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WY flr THE SENTIMENTALISTS (Rex) * BOB LESTER (Rainbow) * BOBBY WORTH (Castle) * JANE PICKENS (RCA-Victor) 7 
Uy ay 
WY JOSEPH McNALLY & PHILLIP GREEN (MGM) y 
Uy YY 
Wy “Theme song for Thomas Dewey! ‘The american Homestead Song! Y 
L J 16 A 7 
UY, Recorded by—BING CROSBY & THE ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) Y, 
YY FOY WILLING & THE RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE (Decea) 7% 










Yj Recorded by EVELYN KNIGHT with THE STARDUSTERS (Decca) WY 
7,  ALTRACE & ALAN FOSTER (Regent) » BUDDY CLARK (Columbia) * R. DEAUVILLE (Mercury) “7, ART KASSEL (Mercury) * SONS OF THE PIONEERS (Victor) 
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_CORAL’S FIRST RELEASE IS PACKED WITH | 
TOP TALENT RECORDINGS | 
RECORD NO. SELECTION DESCRIPTION ARTIST | 
60 M—Coral Series 
THE DARKTOWN STRUTTERS’ BALL 0% "et. Vocal chorus by ) 
eo crema ek et ae ARNT Bower | A GREAT NEW 
} 60000 = DUSK IN UPPER SANDUSKY ee eine ee endhis Orchestra IN NAME 
the drums. 
CORAL PLEASE DON’T SAY “NO” rete ny coo by WOODY HERMAN RECORDS 
60001 BASIE’S BASEMENT lastrumental fox trot. ond his Orchestra 4 
I'D LOVE TO LIVE IN LOVELAND = 5. 1.0), Vocal chorus b 
a Wes, e y GLEN GRAY 
poo (With A Girl Like You) Kenny Sargent. pi Ae 
MOONLIGHT COCKTAIL ine <r 
corat _ DO0-DE-DOO ON AN OLD KAZOQ Vocal with Kazoo Band. 
Vocal with instrumental THE BLUE JAYS 
60003 CALM SEAS AND PALM TREES“ cccompeniment 
Cora, _SUSIE’S BIRTHDAY PARTY ee a 
60004 = VOTE FOR MR. BOOGIE — =——— 
Rhumba with instr ntal 
. CHOPSTICKS RHUMBA ccromperinent. gaa GALIAN 
CORAL Geri Galian at the piano. d his Caribbea 
60005 Bolero with instrumental oh ve ae 
OH! HEAR MY HEART eccompaniment. sania 
, Geri Golian at the piano. 
’ JULIE O'NEILL 
CORAL YOU'RE TOO SLOW! Vocal with instrumento! pos oa an | WITH OUTSTANDING ARTISTS 
’ i t. UA 
60006 LET'S BE SURE eit ee ‘Russ David directs AND RECORDINGS 
1 HAD A HAT (When | Came In) THE JESTERS 
80007 SURE AN’ IT'S THE LUCK OF THE Secomponiments — Womp Cerlon [°C BECoRDS, Nc. takes pleas. 
Guy Bonh ure j ; 
| IRISH wy Reape Conlin. de : : ee the new 
cora, «MY DEAR Waltz. Vocal chorus by JAN GARBER heniiod Ords to be marketed 
60008 A BEAUTIFUL LADY IN BLUE Lew Palmer. ond his Orchestra ug distributors. 
Initial ; 
. Vocal chorus b al re ‘ 
Ryan and Ensemble. d his Orchestr ‘ ’ Sepi ° 
60009 TOY PIANO MINUET a. ne with other classifications wo fre 
OHOw j 
cona, _HOT-TIMEIN THE OLD TOWN cccaieii  -aiieaainees the near future. 10 
sane TONIGHT oa array — CORAL Seeneds uxt &: 
TIGER RAG instrumental fox trot. ond his Orchestra will : will list at 75¢ and 
PAN-PACIFIC — largely of new artists and 
coraL SHADOW WALTZ Walt. Strict tempo. (108)  yemng Outstanding recordings which hay 
eames * ORCHESTRA . : en’ 
6001) = VAGABOND KING WALTZ Walt, Strict tempo. (120) Girected by HERBKERN f available in years, The first “tg 
vy ere rs: speaks for itself, Subsequent 
“FROM THE INDIES TO THE ANDES | vases will be equally powerful, 
CORAL. sug hag thes to rt _ Fox trot with vocal trio. HOOSIER 5 Distributors are now b ting appointed 
64000 4 
BRINGIN’ HOME THE BACON Fox trot with voeal trio. <=) 
CLIF BRUNER 
CORAL KANGAROO BLUES String band with singing. & Boys with 
64001 = FLL KEEP ON LOVING YOU MOON MULICAN COR A L R E (’ 
65 M— Sepia Series ORDS 
CORAL SINCE THINGS GOT TOUGH AGAIN Vocal with instrumentol ORVILLE 48 ‘ 
65000 = VE WAITED ALL MY LIFEFOR YOU — %ccomponiment. peiniond W. 57th Street, 
GOD'S GONNA SEPARATE THE Gospel singing MAHALIA | j 
CORAL WHEAT FROM THE TARES = oe JACKSON 
| 6500} Gospel singing 
KEEP ME EVERY DAY with organ. Ald records listed 734 each exclusive of hanes 
— — ee If a aT is — 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 )**?*?*++++ 


Compiled for 


VARIETY | 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety, Inc. 


All Rights Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 
Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


{Continued from Last Week) 


1838 

Annie Laurie. w.,_ traditional 
(Scotch); attributed to William 
Douglas of Fingland, Kirkcud- 
bright, Scotland, about 1688. m., 
Lady John Scott (1810-1900), nee 
Alicia Ann Spottswood, wife of 
Lord John Montague Douglas 
Scott. (Published anonymously in 


Paterson and Roy’s “Vocal Mel- 


odies of Scotland,” 1838, v. 3.) 


A Life on the Ocean Wave. w., | 


Epes Sargent. m., Henry Russell. 
Hewitt & Jacques, cop. 1838. 


Mrs. John Farrar’s book on eti- 
quette warned young ladies against 
the horrors of jiggling their bod- 
ices in polite company, which she 
claimed was ungraceful and rude. 

The museum vogue in entertain- 
ment was exemplified by the Chi- 
nese Museum in _ Philadelphia 
which was described thus: “This 
was a very large building on Ninth 
St. below Chestnut. It had an up- 
per and lower saloon, as well as 
a large lecture-room on Sansom 
St. A museum of Chinese curi- 
osities occupied one saloon, and 
the other was devoted to balls, 
concerts, etc. It was here that was 
given the popular ‘levy’ concerts 
... The Virginia and other min- 
strels oecasionally gave entertain- 
ment here, and in this building 
Kunkel’s Nightingale Serenaders 
made their public debut.” 

Samuel F. B. Morse demonstrat- 
ed his telegraphy. 

The steamboat 
crossed from England 
York City in 16 days. 

“Lady of Lyons,” a current play, 
\vas put on the boards with an all- 
star cast: Edwin Forrest as Claude; 
Mrs. Richardson as Pauline; and 
Charlotte Cushman as the Widow 
Melnotte. J. A. Neafie and E. L. 
Davenport, two great figures of 
the theatre, made their debuts. In 
Chicago the first recorded thea- 
trical performance was given by 
the Mackenzie & Jefferson com- 
pany. 

Fire destroyed 1,158 buildings in 
Charleston, S. C. 


to New 


1839 


In Capt. Marryat’s “Diary in! ry Harrison (see “The Battle of | 


“Great Western” | 


America” was recorded the fa- 
mous joke by John Van Buren 
(son of the president) anent Amer- 
ican prudery: Van Buren said peo- 
ple even put pantalettes on piano 
legs. 

One Jimmy O’Connell was 
among the first to dance the clog, 
or wooden shoe dance. 

The play “Jack Sheppard” made 
its New York appearance at the 
Bowery Theatre. Two more well- 
known actors came before the pub- 
lic—E. Eddy (reciting “The In- 
dian’s Lament” at a benefit), and 


Joseph Proctor (in ‘“‘Nick of the 
Woods’). 
Col. Abner Doubleday (later a 


U. S. general) devised a game with 
bases and positions for players, 
thus founding baseball. His fixture 
of bases, and the distances be- 
tween them, has never’ been 
changed. 

Charles Goodyear got a patent 
for manufacturing vulcanized rub- | 
ber. 


|the Wabash” under the caption:; New York, paying $12,000 for the | 


1840 

Jim along, Josey. w., (and m.?), 
Edward Harper. Firth & Hall, 
cop. 1840. (Sung by Edward Har- 
per in his play, The Free Nigger 
of New York, about 1838). 

Kathleen Mavourneen. w., An- 
nie Crawford [nee Barry]. m., 
Frederick William Nichols Crouch 
(in his: Echoes of the Lake). Lon- 
don [,1840]. 

Ole Tare River. w.,m., anon. 
Boston: Henry Prentiss [ca. 1840]. 
(Popularized by the “Negro min- 
strel” Joel W. Sweeny, the reputed 
inventor of the banjo about 1830.) 

The Pesky Sarpent—also known 
as: (1) Springfield mountain; and 
(2): On Springfield mountain. w., 
m., anonymous. Boston: Geo. P. 
Reed, cop. 1840. 


Rocked in the Cradle of the} 
Deep. w., Mrs. Willard. m., Joseph 
Philip Knight. Boston: C. F. 


| Chickering, cop. 1840; New York: 
'C. E. Horn, cop. 1840. 
Tippecanoe and Tyler. Song of 
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1811). w., Alexander C. Ross. m., 


tune: Little Pigs. 


The Two Grenadiers—original proprietor of the New York Daily 


German title: Die beiden Gren- 
adiere (no. 1 in: Romanzen und 
Balladen, op. 49). German words, 
Heinrich Heine, m., Robert Schu- 


mann. Leipzig: Gust. Heinze 
[,1840). 

Whar Did You Cum From? 
.m., anon. Firth & Hall, cop.| 
840. (Popularized by Joel W. 
Sweeny—see above “Ole Tare 
River’; and the textual source of 


various college songs.) 


The “Fabulous Forties” began. 
Fanny Ellsler; the Continental 
dancer, came to the U. S. with her 
own supply of napkins because 


ishe heard they weren’t used here. | 


A widespread slang phrase was 
i‘‘wake me up when Kirby dies” 
(from the current theatrical hit 
| “Carpenter of Rouen”’). 

| Showmanship got into politics 
|\when the conservative Whigs 


setup. 
Horace Greeley was the famed 
Tribune. 
| John Bidwell, the “prince of 
California pioneers,” left Missouri 
for the Pacific coast with a band 
|of adventurous followers. 
Feminine fashions now 


i scribed high combs 


pre- 


(Continued in next week's issue) 


Batoneers Win Respite 


| On Cal. Unemployment Tax, 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

The California Employment Sta- 
\bilization Commission gave band- 
‘leaders a big break by declaring 
that batoneers will not have to 
commence paying retroactive un- 
employment tax of their men’s sal- 
jaries until July 1, 1948. Previous 
‘ruling set the date of July 1, 1947. 
| Last March, when the U. S. Su- 


the Whig Party in the United | shouted “Tippecanoe, and Tyler preme Court outlawed the Ameri- 


States during the presidential 
| campaign of General Willigm Hen- 











i WY Yyy ALLS Uy 


Franks to Writers 


yyy YYW) 


“ity 


Nf, 
Yj YY, 


Z 
4 


ty 





JOAN WHITNEYand ALEX KRAMER. 





jy, 


AR AW 


Uf Yy Yi Yy Yy 
Hiiffyy 
Ly 
Vj yj Yyyy 
ie YW 
Vj YY 
Gg 
\ Yyy 


Yy 
Mj 
“Yj 


UY YY 
Yy / 


Yf YYy 
Yy 


yy 
YY Yi, Us 
%Yrrro yyy 


pny 


D):/ 


4 Yj Us 


PLACES 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 





too” (Tyler was running for the 
, vice - presidency), erected log 
cabins to typify their “grass-roots” 
|candidate, Harrison, and served 
| cider to the populace. 

There were now 2,775 miles of 
railway. 

Richard Henry Dana’s “Two 
Years Before the Mast” was pub- 
lished. 








Ladies had special post-office 
windows and even bowling alleys 
(to avoid the  tobacco-chewing 
; male). 
| A five-year depression (the 
eleventh since 1790) got under 
|way, and reached its height in 
| 1843. 

184] 


The Carrier Dove. m., Daniel 
| Johnson. Additional words by the 
| Rev. J. N. Maffit. J. F. Atwill, cop. 
| 1841. 


Molly Bawn (from: Tl Paddy 
| Whack in Italia’. w.m., Samuel 
Lover. (“Il Paddy Whack in Italia” 


was an English burlesque of Italian | 
Lyceum | 


opera performed at the 
theatre, London, 1841.) 

My Mother’s Bible. w., George 
Pope Morris. m., Henry Russell. 
Firth & Hall, cop. 1841. 

Niagara Falls. w.., 
chell. Boston: Henry Prentiss, cop. 
1841. 


George Ripley and his wife or- 
ganized “Brook Farm” near West 
Roxbury, Mass. — a cooperative 
venture, again symbolizing the in- 
; terest in Utopian schemes during 
this #fa. It broke up six years 
later. - 

William Henry Harrison was in- 
augurated president, contracted 
pneumonia during the rainy inau- 
gural, died a month later, and was 
succeeded by John Tyler. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson's first 
i of essays was published: 
likewise James Fenimore Cooper’s 
*“Deerslayer.” 

Plays otf the season 
“Money,” “Jack Cade” (then called 
i “Avimere’), “Surgeon of Paris.” 
j}and “London Assurance.” 
| P. T. Barnum opened his mu- 
|seum at Broadway and Ann §&t., 


series Wa 


were 


m., Mr. Win-| 


lean Federation of Musicians’ Form- 
‘B contract, which James C. Petril- 
lo had high-handedly edicted, the 
j\tribunal simultaneously ruled that 
_bandleaders were employers, not 
proprietors of theatres or niteries 
wherein bands worked, and hence 
the leaders were responsible for 
ithe taxes. Cal. state then had to 
| revise its setup. 

| State paid off numerous claims 
from ballrooms, including rebate 
of $23,000 to Maury Cohen, opera- 
itor of the Palladium, and immedi- 
‘ately dunned all the bandleaders 
who had worked Cal. since unem- 
|ploymen tax was instituted in 1943, 
\for those back taxes. 

| Maury Paul, Musicians’ Local 47 
‘board member, went to work for 
the union, in behalf of bandleaders. 
|He got the State three times to up- 
date the period at which the band- 
leader will be liable for the taxes. 


Last decision was a signal triumph. 


for Paul, who 
singlehandedly. 


eee 


waged the fight 


'Prima, RCA Named 
| In Infringement Suit 


Louis Prima, Barbara Bell, En- 
terprise Music Corp. and RCA 
| were named defendants in an in- 
| fringement suit brought in N, Y, 
| Federal court last week by song- 
writer Nicola Paone. He claims 
the quartet in September, 1947, 
were responsible for the transla- 
tion of his tune, “O Scicecareddu” 
(“My Little Donkey”), into Eng- 
lish and made a version of the 
number without his knowledge or 
consent. 

Paone. according to the com- 
plaint. wrote “Sciccareddu”’ in 
Italian prior to July, 1946. and se- 
cured exclusive righis by comply- 
ing with the copyright law. He 
charges that Prima and Enterprise 


have combined and publicls per- 
formed by vocal and orchestra 
rendition and also joined with 


RCA to record the tune without 
_ his permission. An injunction, ac- 
‘counting and damages are sought. 


Par Gives Dolan Time Off 


lor 2 Musicomedy Chores 
Hollywood, Nov. 9 

Paramount studio music chief 
Louis Lipstone has revised Robert 
Emmett Dolan’s songwriting pact 
to give the tunesmith time off for 
two Broadway shows, They are 
“Free and Easy,” on which he'll 
collaborate with Johnny Mercer, 
with book by Sig Herzig and Mil- 
ton Lazarus, and Robert Nathan’s 
musical version of Don Byrne's 
“Messer Marco Polo,” on which 
Dolan will also collab with Mercer. 

Dolan’s old pact had four years 
to go. New one calls for four pix 
within the next two-and-half years, 
first of which is “Top o’ the Morn- 
ing.” First of the musicals, “Free.” 
will open at the Coronet theatre 
Jan. 20 next year, with Leighton 
Brill and Paul Schreibman produc- 
ing. Bankrollers include Richmond 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein 


{ 


| Il. “Polo” is being aimed for 
| Broadway opening in late Fall, 
| 1949. 





Remick’s Chi Takeover 


Music publishing end of the 
|Gamble-Hinged operation in Chi- 
|cago has been bought by Remick 
Music, part of the Warner Bros. 
/music group. Deal was completed 
_last week, and the catalog, which 
‘has been a member of the Ameri- 
|can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers since the Society's 
inception, will be absorbed by 
Remick. 

Purchase does not involve G-H's 
music-jobbing operation or __ its 
other sidelights. 














Featured in M-G-M’s Big Hit 


“DATE WITH JUDY" 


T'S A MOST 
UNUSUAL DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 

















A DREAM OF A LULLABY 


TARRA 
TA-LARRA 
TA-LAR 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway New York 
































3 Numbers On THE HIT PARADE! 


(3 out of 7) 
A TREE IN THE MEADOW 
1211 STREET RAG | 
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~ Our Present No. 1 RY 


YOU a: ONLY FOOLING 


No. 1 on Peatman Sheet. , 


OK Re en eR 


and now | 
Presenting Our Next No. 1 Song 


IN THE MARKET PLACE 
OF OLD MONTEREY 
si =—— - 


1270 Sixth Ave. (Radio City), New York 20, N. Y. 
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Agnes Moorehead Battles | 
Disk Jockeys’ Airings Of | 
‘Wrong Number’ Album 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Agnes Moorehead is making an 
effort to stop disk jockeys from 
playing her Decca Records album 
of “Sorry, Wrong Number” on the 
air. While the overwhelming per- 
centage of recording artists are al- 
ways angling to get the air platters 
played, Miss Moorehead wants to 
put a stop to the airing of the dra- 
matic recordings, feeling that it 
will eventually cost her coin 


Miss Moorehead has done live 
broadcasts of the Lucille Fletcher 
story on “Suspense” over CB5, 


four times to date and is set to air 
again on Nov. 18. Feeling is that 
platers, if aired constantly, will 
kill all future live performances. 
Miss Moorehead has complained to 
Morty Pailitz, Decca west coast 
head, who revealed to her that 
nothing could be done about re- 
stricting the dramatic album from 
the air. 

No record, of course, is licensed 
for radio, but the case has never 
been won in court and it is com- 
mon practice for radio, juke boxes, 
wired music, etc., to use disks with- 


out reward to the artists. Accord- 
ing to the 1909 copyright law, 
n<ver amended, no public per- 


formance of a phonograph record 
is made for profit. 

Ten years ago Fred Waring in- — 
stituted a suit in a Pennsylvania 
court, charging that numerous 
Quaker State stations were injur- 
ing his live-radio entertainment 
status by spinning platters of his 
band. The batoneer lost his case, 
although he did not fight it through 
for a final decision from the U. S 
Supreme Court. 





Decision Reserved In 


BMI vs. Havana-Madrid 


Federal Judge Harold P. Burke 
last week reserved decision on 
arguments of opposing counsel in 


connection with an infringement 
suit brought in N. Y. Federal court 
against the Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


nitery, by Broadcast Music, Inc., 
and several of its affiliated pub- 
lishers. 

BMI, Edward B. Marks Music 


and Peer International charged the 
nitery had used eight of their 
Latino tunes in August, 1946, with- 
out a proper license... An injunc- 
tion and damages of $250 for each 
infringement was sought. 
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THE GREATEST WESTERN 
SONG OF ALL TIME 


Bob Nolan's Immortal 













































































































































































COOL WATER 


(25 Records Available) 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


Garet Remero, Prof. Mgr. 


9108 Sunset Blvd. 1578 Broadway 
Holly wood 46, Cal. New York, N. Y. 

















It’s a Dilly! 


LAVENDER 
BLUE 


(Dilly Dilly) 
Santly-Joy, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 
EDDIE JOY, Gen. Prof. Mr. 

















SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHEART 


6 STAFFORD and CORDON MacRAF 
INK SPOTS | 

bls SHEL TON and SAM BROWNE 

nd The Drug Store Cows = 











On the Upbeat 


New York 


Benny Goodman named chair- 
man of the band committee of the 
March of Dimes... Count Basie 
into Frank Palumbo’s Click Club, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 13, for two 
weeks.. Illinois Jacquet set up 
music publishing firm in N. Y. 
called Gilbert Music... Martin 
Schnall named assistant manager 
of Columbia's transcription depart- 
ment.. Ray McKinley band into 
Paramount theatre Jan. 5.. Irving 
Fields into Raleigh Room, Warwick 
hotel, tonight (Wednesday) | 
Lesly Gray’s Torch label cutting of 

“I've Got a Right to Sing the Blues” 
bought by Bullet Marjorie Hy- 
ams, vibraharpist formerly with 
Woody Herman, playing Broadway 
Hofbrau.: Alan MePaige replaces 
Blue Barron at -Tavern-on-Green 
next week (17). 





Chicago 
Fred Waring slated for three- 
day appearance at Northwestern 
University, Nov. 29, 30 and Dec. 1 
Robert E. Lederer, architect, 
huddled with Ernie Byfield in re- 
doing College Inn of Hotel Sher- 
man, which opened Fri. (5) Art 


| Mooney goes into the Grand the- 
| atre, Evansville, Ind., Nov. 10 for 
; one week.. 


Bernie Cummins set 


| for Bismarck hotel’s Walnut Room, 


Nov. 17 for 4 weeks.. Benny 
Strong off on one-nighters Nov. 18, 


| after close of long stay at Stevens 
| hotel... 
six-piece bebo 


eGhee and his 
combo  pacted 
an exclusive with MCA last week. 


. Howard 
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12 cities, and showing com $i8 2 In | n/Eig e) 2/8 Elelo 
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This Last Sigisif§isisi8iais Se ziE ; 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title —_. I1Z10 Oi | a nD Binini£iniot & 
oe DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
l 1 “Buttons and Bows” pe ve eeee 1 1 1 a ee eee Se i 1 ’ 1 107 
PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
2 2 “12th Street Rag” 3 2 5 5 4 3 2 me 59 
MARG ARET “WHITING | (Cc ‘apitol) 
3 4 “Tree in the Meadow”... 6 7 6 igs 7 2 l 7 7 53 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) - 
43 “Maybe You'll Be There”....... 4 5 9 4 2 4 .. .. 6 .. .. 2 52 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
5 6 “On a Slow Boat to China” a oo — re ae my et 3 D7 + piers eu 9 3 49 
rat ~~ PORIS DAY (Columbia) 
6 7 “It’s Magic” wee 6 8 5 4 6 5 2 2 Met 41 
: ~ BENNY STRONG (Tower) 
7 16 “That Certain Party” .. Soo 2 ee 5 24 
5 RAY McKINLEY (Victor) 
8 5 “You Came a Long Way” [reer 8 a ee xt. gee ae ke 8 8 3 22 
ry _ ‘TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
9 9 “Until” | 9 9 5 6 9 9 19 
~ JO STAFFORD- G. —MacRAE (Gap) sa 
10 “Blue Bird of Happiness” ey eet ok 8 ke <ate 5 
JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) ‘ P = 
11 14 “Say Something Sweet” / Se ia aes wat ae ; 
D. MARTIN-J. LEWIS (Capito oa 
12A 11 “That Certain Party” aes 13 
GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) ' we 
12B 10 “Hair of Gold”... ee 6 3 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) es 
12C 13 “Cool Water’. ere Pe 7 2 
BLUE BARRON (M- -G- MD _ 
13 13 “You Were Only | Fooling”’. . teres os ee ae i ae es ee ee ee 7 ; 
sy PRIMA SCALA (London) 
144A “Underneath the Arches”. ix eat ae 7 8 10 
... C. MIRANDA-AND’S SIS (Decca) 
14B “Cuanta La Gusta” seeeeee 3 gy 10 
eT DINNING SISTERS (Capitol) 
14C 15 “Buttons and Bows”. : 1 10 
_ BENNY GOODMAN (Capitol) 
15 “On a Slow Boat to Chima”...... -- +--+ ese: i oer ee 9 
as ANNE SHELTON (London) 
16A “The Night Has a 1000 Eyes” eC eh ee ee ny ey Re He ee ee ee 5 8 
- ART LUND (M-G-M) 
16B “On a Slow Boat to China” Ce ee eee ee: ee 3 8 
CARSON ROBINSON (M-G-M) 
16C 11 “Life Gets is Teejus” Sod . 3 8 
nai JOHNNY EAGER (Grand) 
17A “You, You, You Are the pee? Fo er 4 7 
SONS OF THE PIONEERS (Decca) 
17B . __ “Cool Water” : eset 2 4 7 
~ KING COLE TRIO ‘(Capito 
18 | i! * —— Stand x uale 5 6 
9 | 2 i 3 } 4 | 5 
FIVE TOP | ore TRANS | a eee Past AL JOLSON _— CLAMBAKE SEVEN 
ALBUMS Andre Previn | Varied Artists Stan Kenton Album We. 3 } Tommy Dorsey 
| Victor Decca Capitol Decca | Victor 
| Biltmore hotel, N.Y., Nov. 15 . . 


Westlake College orch of Los An- 
geles, headed by Jack Stearns, 
doing a series of shows for vet hos- 


‘McGhee is now touring with Pitals in this area. The 32-piece 
Norman Granz’ Jazz group band is composed of vets studying 


Henry Busse opens at Bowery, 
troit, Nov. 22 for two weeks 
Chuck Foster staying at Roosevelt | 
hotel, New Orleans, until Dec. 
14.. Joe Sanders‘ first stand after 
reorganizing new band will be two 
weeks at Trocadero Club, Hender- 
son, Ky Lenny rierman closes a 
six-week stay at Glass Hat, Con- 
gress hotel, with invite to return 
to spot in April. 


De- under the GI Bill of Rights. 





Pittsburgh 

Stan Bailey Trio, after long run 
at Hoilywood Show Bar, into Club 
Cavalier...Horace Heidt band 
plays one-nighter at Syria Mosque 
Thanksgiving Night 
booked into Johnny Brown's Club 
'for three weeks, will stay there in- 


Ciro Rimac, 


Hoilywood 


Tex Williams’ oatune troupe will 
one-night at Barstow (11) at $1,000 
guarantee against 80° of gross 

Hal Howard, booker in local 
MCA office, to Minnesota to tour 
with Horace Heidt, as agency rep 
on expedition . Andy Kirk band 
in from east to open four-frame 
stand at Club Congo downtown at 
$2.500 per week Ina Ray Hut- 
ton arrived from N.Y. to re-form 
15-man orch here. After some up- 
state one-niters, band will start 
four-week date at Last Frontier. 
Las Vegas, Dec. 31, at $3,500 per 
stanza Page Cavanaugh Trio 
set by General Artists for string of 
seven one-niters through Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio 
D’Varga inked into Vivian Laird’s 
for four weeks with four-stanza 
option.. Latin-Airs open Cinegrill 
this week for four-week stay 
Desi Arnaz will one-nite at Casino 
Gardens Nov. 13; at Pacific Square, 
San Diego (20) . . Leighton No- 
ble orch opens indefinite stand at 


definitely. Tommy Turk has left 
Deuces Wild at Carnival Lounge 
for three weeks to go on tour with 
Norman Granz’ ‘‘Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic” unit.. Nerma King, ex- 
band singer, .into Seventh Avenue 
Hotel Lounge for a run.. Johnny 
Costa, pianist at Mercur’s Music 
Bar, has a trio there now. Other 
members are Joe Negri on guitar 
and Cliff Hills on bass. They alter- 
nate with the Billy Yates foursome 
Howard Webb, organist. and 
Weela Gallez, song stylist, into the 
Colonial.. Pianist Eddie Heywood 
into the ‘Carnival for a week. 
Baron Elliett’s band has returned 
to staff duties on Station WCAE 
after layoff of several months. . 
Rita Boll, singer, has rejoined her 
old boss, Piccolo’ Pete and his orch 
at Fifth Avenue Cafe... Frank 
Yankovich outfit into Club Copa 
along with singer Peggy Lloyd. 
Johnny Costa, pianist- -accordionist 
at Mercur’s Music Bar, is studying at 
Carnegie Tech School of Music for 


his master’s degree.. Barry Lane. 


orch into Balconades for indefinite | 
engagement 


AFM Nixes Victor 
On Records for T.B. 
Assn.; Names Were Set 


American Federation of Musi- 
‘cians refused permission to RCA- 
| Victor to make a pair of record- 


|ings to benefit the National Tuber- 
| culosis Foundation. Permission 
|was applied for late last week and 
|refused by the AFM Monday (8). 
| Recordings were to be made 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Vaughn 
Monroe, Perry Como, Tommy Dor- 
sey, Ray McKinley, Fran Warren 
and Sammy Kaye. They, with the 
exception of Miss Warren, a new- 
comer to the Victor label, repre- 
sent the pick of Victor artists and, 
fortunately, all happen to be work- 
ing or resting in New York at the 
moment. 

All artists and _ personalities 
working on the job and the techni- 
cal staff involved in the cutting of 
the disks, waived salaries or royal- 
ties to do the sides. And Victor ex- 
pected to have the recordings on 
the market within 10 days or so to 
be able to take advantage of the 
Xmas Seal sales season, which is 
an annual funds-gathering period 
for the Foundation. 

AFM’s refusal is said to have 
been on the basis of RCA’s inabil- 
ity to promise that distributors and 


' dealers in disks would contribute 


their profits. This RCA couldn't 
and wouldn’t promise. 


Rap Vs. BMI on Sharing 
Of Coin Dismissed in N.Y. 


A charge that Broadcast Music, 
Inc., collected money from hotels 
and various places of amusement 


other than radio without sharing 
the revenue with certain of its 
member publishers was dismissed 
last week in N. Y. supreme court 
by Justice Samuel Hofstadter. 
Court held that the present com- 
plaint does not state a representa- 
tive cause of action. 

However, Justice Hofstadter 
granted Perry Alexander, Crest- 
wood Music, Shermack Music and 
Mello Music, who are suing on be- 
half of themselves and others. 20 
days to serve an amended com- 
plaint. In tossing out the original 
protest the court ruled that ‘while 
the affidavits indicate that the 
plaintiffs’ grievance seems to be, 
in part at least, unfair apportion- 
ment of the defendant's revenues, 
the, complaint contains no ap- 
propriate substantiating  allega- 
tions.” 

















TONY 


PASTOR 


“YOU STARTED 
SOMETHING”’ 


with 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY 
on 
COLUMBIA RECORD 38297 














PLEASE HELP US 


Our daddy, Norman, has been writing 
songs for 17 years, and we think his 
songs are the best in the world, but 
he says he don’t know the “right peo- 
ple” to show his songs to. We tell 
him that we are the “right people,” 
but he says for us to wait till we grow 
up, then we'll understand Won't 
someone please help us find the 
“right people” to help our daddy? 


Ronni and Joan Temple 
1133 S$. Lucerne Boulevard 
Les Aageles 6, Calif. 

















THIS IS 
THE MOMENT 


(From “That Lady In Ermine’) 


recorded and featured by 





SAM BROWN 

LARRY CLINTON 
TONY MARTIN ....Wietor 
GEORGE PAXTOW...................M-G-M 
DINAH SHORE .. Columbia 
JO STAFFORD... Capito! 


.. leaden 
Decca 
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THE MUSICAL HEAT WAVE 
THAT IS | 
SWEEPING THE WEST IS 
JUST 
A WARMER-UPPER FOR... 








ot FELIX YOUNGS, Hollywood 


Recording for 


: DISCOVERY RECORDS 


“Concerto for Trombone” 
“Cornucopia” 
° "125th St. Prophet’ 
“Fantasy for Voice-Orch.” 
: | . 
Represented by 7-Year Exclusive Composing-Publishing Contract 
THE PHIL BLOOM AGENCY - With MILLS MUSIC CO. 


8506 Sunset : 
Special Material and Arrangements for Lena 


Hollywood Horne, Pearl Bailey and the New Sensation 
CR 4-6064 Julie Wilson. 
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Schin Circuit Preps for Vaude 
After Divorcement Nicks Holdings 


Effects of Government’s anti-* 


trust action on film circuits are be- 


ginning to be felt in the vaudeville | 


booking offices. First major addi- 
tion to vaudeville because of the 
Dept. of Justice trust-busting activ- 
ities is now being made with the 
Schine circuit in upper New York 
state, which is considering spot- 
ting talent in several of its theatres 
for three and four-day stands 

Al and Belle Dow agency has 
been named booker for a series of 
Schine theatres. Towns and play- 
dates will be known later this 
week. It’s reported that there wili 
be at least three towns, Geneva, 
Glens Falls and Amsterdam, which 
may play three or four days weekl) 

In a recent court decision, Schine 
circuit was forced to part with a 
number of theatres because owner- 
ship of all houses in the several 
cities created a monopolistic situ- 
ation It's apparent now that 
Schine is forced to go after busi- 
ness and is instituting vaude shows 
to bolster revenues. 

It's regarded that Schine’s ex- 
cursion into vaudeville is experi- 
mental, and continuation will de- 
pend on outcome of the first few 
weeks of operation 

The major theatre circuits will 
also watch the Schine move into 
live talent. Majors are now in- 
volved in divorcement proceedings 
with the Dept. of Justice. If more 
competitive situations are created, 
it’s felt that vaudeville shows will 
be utilized in order to fill larger 
houses or in situations where an 
exhibitor cannot get a_ sufficient 
flow ot sci films. 


Benny Fields has switched from 
the Associated Booking Agency to 
General Artists Corp. 





3 New Orleans Bistros 
Socked With Tax Liens 


New Orleans, Novy. 9. 

The Collector of Internal 
Revenue Friday (5) placed tax liens 
against three niterw operators here 

The revenue department said a 
lien of $8,562 has been ordered 
against Louis Messina, operator ol 
the Gypsy Room, for admissions 
from March through May, and for 
July, all of this year. A lien was 
also placed against Messina for 
previous admission taxes by the 
Government some time ago 

A lien of $3,205 for additional 
social security and cabaret taxes 
was placed against August Schoen- 
ling. owner of the Avenue Spot, 
and for $3,191 against James W. 
Armstrong, operator of a Vieux 
Carre bistro, for income tax for 
1946-47. 


FRED KEATING TRIES 
SUICIDE IN NEW YORK 


Fred Keating, former vaude 
headliner as a magician, was taken 
to Bellevue hospital, N. Y., after 
what police describe as an attempt- 
ed suicide, Monday (8). It’s re- 
ported that Keating was despond- 
ent because of paucity of engage- 
nients. He will recover. 

Keating, shortly after entering 
his room at the Ashley hotel, 
phoned down to the room clerk 
that he had slashed his wrists. He 
was treated at St. Clare’s hospital 
and afterwards was sent to Belle- 
vue for psychiatric observation. 

Keating made his showbusiness 
bow as a magician, but had dropped 
legerdemain in favor of talking 





| comedy. 


Lucy Monroe will travel 
4,000 miles within a couple of 
days to come to Madison 
Square Garden next Monday 
(15) to sing the National An- 
them and “Hatiky»! at the 
Night of Stars benefit. 

Songstress, currently tour- 
ing the southwest military 
hospitals, will fly from El Paso 
to N. Y. for the annual show 
for the Palestine cause, and 
then fly right back to Texas. 
It’s at her insistence, since 
she has been doing the honors 
every year and she didn’t 
want to interrupt her personal 
_Tecord 


Names Hypo Biz 
In Pitt Terpery 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 

Bill Green’s, big dancery on Ye 
outskirts of town which has been 
almost strictly an on-the-hoof spot 
for 18 years, has caught the fever, 
too, and is going in for names on 
a big scale. Biz done in recent 
months by Three Suns and Ink 
Spots when booked in as extra at- 
tractions is believed to have made 
up Green’s mind in that direction. 

Spot currently has Monica 
Lewis, in addition to an orch for 
dancing, for anniversary show and 
between now and first of the year 
will bring in Charioteers, Jan 
August, Louis Armstrong and 
Merry Macs. Green plans to spot 
name bands occasionally as well. 
Charlie Spivak comes in next 
month, 


Govt. Shuts Chi Jazzer 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Argyle Show Lounge, jazz spot 
on the Chi scene for years, has 
been closed by the Government for 
non-payment of taxes. 
Auction has been set for Nov. 16. 


The Hard Way | B 





























ing lieder session." 
BAXT, 


"Gus Edwards’ blonde 





"Joan Edwards, making her debut in 
Chi's cafe circuit, unveiled a side new 
and fetching to many in this room 
... her keyboard skill and adroit in- 
time styling added a nice touch of the 
unexpected to an otherwise reward- 


VARIETY, Oct. 27, 1948. 


Edwards, does a neat one-woman 
show at the Blackstone's Mayfair 
if your only acquaintance 
with the versatile singer is via the 
Hit Parade, catch her act." 


NORINE FOLEY, 
Chicago Daily News, 
October 26, 1948. 


P. S.: Las Vegas, here | come 
(At The “El Rancho,” of course) 


Personal Management: MIKE VALLON, 
355 N. Canon Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif. 


THE TIME: October 21st-November 4th 


THE PLACE: Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hotel (Chicago) 


THE GirL: JOAN EDWARDS 
THE RESULTS!! 


"The New Faces Revue currently in 
this chichi hostelry continues to hit 
the spot, with Joan Edwards hitting 
even harder than comic Abe Burrows 
who did a creditable job, both on the 
floor and at the box office. 
wards, now 
thatch that's added plenty to her 
glam, is more vivacious and really 
punches everything across.” 


niece, Joan 


fair Room." 


Thanks Everybody 
Joanie | 


"The songs of Joan Edwards, radio 
and musical comedy. star, are ear- 
delights for the distinguished crowds 
of supper-clubbers gathering nightly 
at the Blackstone hotel's swank May- 


(November 10) | 


| 


La Ed- 
sporting a platinum 


JOHNNY SIPPEL, 
Billboard, Nov. 6, 1948. 


CHARLIE DAWN, 
Chicago Herald Examiner, 
October 28, 1948, 








arto Drafted as AGVA Natl Sec.; 


Trial Still to Be Set on Rebel Claims 


@ Acrobat Dewey Barto was draft- 





| Residential Ruling 
| Kayoes K. C. Nitery 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 

There'll be no Sunnyside night 
club oh K. C.’s south side, under 
a ruling handed down last week by 
the Missouri supreme court. 

The building, a former stable 
land riding academy, had been en- 
= /larged by Victor Brown, owner, at 
a cost of $35,000, with the intent 
to bring in top-name bands for a 
dinner-dance spot Instead the 
court ruled the property can be 
used only for residence purposes 


CHI CHINA DOLL CLOSES 
AS PARTNERS DISAGREE 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

China Doll, Loop. dine - and- 
dancery that opened in home of 
old Latin Quarter in September, 
shuttered Wednesday (3) for an 
indefinite period reportedly be- 
cause of disagreement among the 
spot's partners, over policy, 
etc. 

China Doll opened in September 


with a name band policy, Alvino | 


Rey’s orch starting the ball rolling. 
Rey pulled out two days before 
closing date because of disagree- 
ments with management and pay- 
checks that bounced. Financial 


difficulties were settled and a local | 


four-piece orch took over the 
following week, playing to few 
| patrons. 





Vivienne Segal Embassy 
Bow Postponed Again 


Vivienne Segal's N. Y. cafe bow 
at the Embassy has been postponed 
for a second time. Music comedy 
star, reported down with the flu, 
was originally slated to bow last 
Wednesday (3) and new opening 
date had been set for tonight 
(Wed.). 

Embassy ops are hopeful that 
she'll open at the end of the 
month. Jack Carroll, singer, opens 
tonight instead 


Atlanta Spots Active 


; Atlanta, Nov. 9. 
Nu-Nu Castain and combo will | 
open Thursday (11) at Henry) 
Grady’s Dogwood room.  Begin- 
ning same date, that hostelry’s 
Paradise room will offer Don 


'Grimes band, Elizabeth Talbot- 
| Martin, impressionist; Jaywalkers, | 


comic singers, and Ted and Flo | 
Vallett, batoneers. 

Buddy Moreno and crew, with | 
Perry Mitchell, Frank Hudec and | 


|Don Boyd, opened last week in 


Ansley hotel’s Rainbow Roof. 


NEW 2-DAY VAUDE STAND 


The Sherman theatre, Strouds- 
burg, Pa., is instituting a vaude 
policy starting Nov. 28. House will 
play shows Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Abe & Joe Feinberg agency is 
booking. 





prices, jadmit 


| 
| 


ied as national administrative sec- 
retary of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists after N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice Thomas Din- 
een vacated a temporary injunction 
obtained by a dissident AGVA fac- 
tion which forbade the union from 
installing officers 

Injunction, served two days pre- 
vious to the meeting slated to start 
last Monday ({1), foreed the na- 
tional board to act as a discussion 
group without power to take any 
action When ukase was rubbed 
off the record. group put into for- 
mal motions that which it had dis« 
cussed from Monday to Wednesday, 

Immediately following the selec- 
tion of Barto, Dave Fox, executive 
secretary of the N.Y. local, tend- 
ered his resignation, but accept- 
ance was tabled pending an at- 
tempt to persuade Fox to continue 
in that post 

Motion was made to give Barto 
a $300 weekly salary, but Barto de- 
manded that salary be reduced to 
$200 weekly He had been serv- 
ing in the N.Y. office on a volun- 
teer basis since former national 
listrator Matt Shelvey was 
iousted by the Associated Actors 
‘and Artistes of America 

First formal order of business 
iwas the full return of AGVA’s au- 
tonomy by the 4,\’'s, after which it 
passed resolutions asking for re- 
ipeal of the 20° amusement tax 
and the Taft-Hartley law. 

Committees were set up to 
handle problems of television, club 
dates and reduction in the num- 
ber of benefits. Board also elected 
la national executive committee 
icomprising Jerry Baker, Margie 
;Coates, Jimmy Lyons, Henry Dunn, 
(Continued on page 54) 


WALLY BOAG 


650TH 
PERFORMANCE In 


VAL PARNELL’S 
“STARLIGHT ROOF” 


London Hippodrome 














AMERICA: 
Mark" J. Leidy 


LONDON: 
Charles Tucker 
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PAUL & PAULETTE TRIO 





LOU COHAN, 203 N. Wabash, Chicago 
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Currently 


CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 


All Major Networks 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8S. and Canada 


AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 






Personal Directlon—ED KIRAKEBY 
2908 RKO Building, New York 20, N. Y. 
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VALDO and PRINCESS PAT 


THE MUSICAL MENTALISTS 


TELEVISION—THEATRES—HOTELS 
NIGHT CLUBS—BANQUETS—CLUB DATES 
Per. Mgt.: MAX TISHMAN, 1674 Broadway, New York 
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GOLDEN GATE QUARTET 





Oneuing November 16th 
Barney Josephson’s CAFE SOCIETY 








PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


MICHAEL STEWART 


226 West 47th Street 
New Yerk, N. Y. 





Appestiog in the Samuel Goldwyn 
“A SONG IS BORN”’ 
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Keith's, Boston, to Resume Vaudeville 


After AFM Agrees 


to 10-Wk. Minimum 





Boston, Nov. 9. + 

Hub’s Local 9, AFM, has reached 
an agreement with heads of RKO 
for the return of stage shows to 
Keith's Boston. 

Stage shows were discontinued 
last May and were expected to re- 
sume in early September, but due 
to management’s imability to line 
up topflight shows for consecutive 
weeks, latter wanted local to agree 
to “spot-book’””’ pit band. 

New agreement, which goes into 
effect immediately, guarantees pit 
musicians at least 10 weeks’ work 
and will probably extend beyond 
that if satisfactory stage shows can 
be booked, as RKO Boston is only 
house in town that has had a live- 
show policy for several years. 
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Princess of Satire 





JUST CLOSED 
RALEIGH ROOM, 
WARWICK HOTEL, N. Y. 


OPENING 
NOV. 12TH, CAFE LOUNGE, 
SAVOY PLAZA, NEW YORK CITY 


DOROTHY 
DOUGLASS 


Dorothy Douglass has a fine collec 
ion of special material that should 
her in the upper strata of in 


place 


time cafe workers. The material is 
clever and clean and written with an 
1im pleasing the carriage trade 


sippers 
She passes muster on looks and 


garb, she impresses as being a 
good bet for legit as well. Jose. 
(Oct. 20 Variety.) 
Special Material by 
SYD SHAW 
Publicity: 
ART FRANKLIN 
Per. Mgt.: MARTIN BAUM 


Direction: JULES ZIEGLER AGENCY 

















Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


78th Week 
Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chicago 
Mgt.: IRV LEVIN 





Pers. 











Roy Fox’s Circus Room 


Opens in Dec. in London 


London, Nov. 9. 

Bandleader Roy Fox, who after 
returning to the U. S., for several 
years has been striving for some 
time to make a comeback in 
Britain, opens in December at Mur- 
ray’s Club in the heart of London's 
West End when spot resumes. The 


Club is to be renamed Roy Fox’s 
Circus Room. 
The interior is now being con- 


verted into a replica of a circus. 


‘SUGAR CHILE’-GLASER 
PACT OK’D BY COURT 


Detroit, Nov. 9. 


Term contract putting Sugar 
Chile Robinson, moppet pianist, 
under the management of Joe 


Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp., 
of New York, was approved here 
last week by the probate court. 
Agreement goes into effect imme- 


diately. Glaser was here for the 
decision 
Robinson, whose home is in 


Detroit, is an important b.o. name 
in the middle-west and in the east. 
In the past two years the young- 
ster’s gross earnings surpassed 
$275,000. 





Palumbo’s Enters Name 
Stakes, Sets Thomas 


Palumbo’s, Philadelphia, has en- 
tered the Quaker City talent 
sweepstakes with the booking of 
Danny Thomas for that spot Jan. 
14. ‘ 

Thomas’ booking into Palumbo’s 
puts the spot in competition with 
the Latin Casino, Chateau Crillon 
and the Celebrity room, all of 
which book name talent. 


Robey, Franklin to Stage 


Vaude Concerts in N’w’k 


Ken Robey, producer of the 
short-lived “‘Hilarities’”’ and, in con- 
junction with Joe Franklin, a disk 
jockey, will stage a series of vaude 


concerts at the Mosque theatre, 
Newark, starting Nov. 20. A series 


of eight shows is planned. 
Opening lineup isn’t definite yet. 





Freeman’s 6-Weeker 

Chuck Freeman has been signed 
for the Queens Terrace, Woodside, 
L. I., for six weeks, starting Nov. 
25. Boots McKenna booked. 

Comic is the son of Charles Free- 
man, talent booker for the Inter- 
state Circuit, Texas. He previously 
worked under the name of Dink 
' Freeman. 





Ann Hathaway into Club Charles, 
‘Baltimore, Nov. 23. 
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Nitery Dates 











Florence Desmond, slated to sail 
for England, Dec. 17, will return 


in time for a stand at the Black- | 


stone hotel, Chicago, early next 
year. 
Russ Emery, formerly of the 


Hire’s airshow, set for Samovar, 
Moatreal, Nov. 22, along with Ray- 
mond Chase and Cathy Moore. 

Dave Apollon into the Vogue 
room of the Hollenden hotel, Cleve- 
land. Dec. 9. He's added a third 
girl to the act. 

Harry Richman opens Nov. 15 at 
the Carousel, Pittsburgh. Larry Ad- 
ler preems at that spot Nov. 29 

Beatrice Kraft inked for 
Beverly Country Club, New 
leans, Nov. 24 

Eleanor Powell plays Borsalino’s, 
Cleveland, for 10 days starting 
Nov. 19. 

Tommy Dix plays Clover club, 
|Miami, Nov. 17, following current 
run at the Embassy, Jacksonville. 

Vice Damone signed for the 
Copacabana, N. Y., starting Dec. 2. 

Bobbie Baxter slated to open at 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y., Nov. 17. 


Pirchner Rebels At 
AGVA Request For 
Cleve. Nitery Bond 


Cleveland, Nov. 9. 

Herman Pirchner is first Cleve- 
land nitery owner here to rebel 
against the latest American Guild 
of Variety Artists demand for. cash 
bonds guaranteeing salaries of per- 
formers at his Alpine Village. 

When Blackie London, local rep, 
informed him that he would have 
to post a $2,000 bond with AGVA, 
the impresario flatly refused. 
Rather than concede to what he 
termed a “preposterous demand,” 
Pirchner threatened to yank all 
the acts from his theatre-restau- 
rant Nov. 15 and install a policy 
of guest “name’”’ orchestras. 

Currently playing in the spot’s 
show are Howard and Wanda Bell, 
hand-balancers; Professor Olgo. 
mental wizard; Ted Taft's line ot 
dancers and a_hatf-dozen local 
singers in stock light opera com- 
pany, backed by Frankie Strasek’s 
band 

“It’s a matter of principle—not 


the 
Or- 





money” operator said in explaining 
his stand against AGVA on the 
cash bond issue. “My _ business 


credit is A-l, my establishment is 
financially sound and its record in 
dealing with entertainers unblem- 
ished. Although I am willing to 
post $2,006 with an authorized 
bank or any other legally respon- 
sible party, I refuse to place that 
amount in the hands of AGVA, 
which is too unaccountable in its 
actions.” 


Pirchner also tangled with 
AGVA’s representative -here re- 
cently over transportation money 


which London claimed had not 
been paid to a Noel Sherman unit 
on its Alpine Village engagement 
last season. 

Impresario insisted he had given 
round-trip railroad expenses in 
cash to the troupe’s booker in New 
York, but had no receipt to prove 
it. To settle long-drawn-out con- 
troversy Pirchner paid off again— 
with a check this time—but said 
he was getting fed up with AGVA’s 
“sniping tactics.” 

| 
| Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., Mov. 9. 

Belated Hollowe’en Party was 
given at the Rogers by “We the 
Patients” with the traditional cider 
and doughnuts buffet lunch. Bill 
“Decca” Lalis, Arthur 
Andy Grainger and Mary Mason 
hosted the affair. 

Victor Gamba suffered a setback 
that rushed him back into the Will 
Rogers. 

Virginia Godwin here 
her O.K. and left for 
port, Conn., home. 

Mable Burns mastered a minor 
operation at the general hospital 
and back at the Rogers. 

Rube Bernstein, Arthur Proffitt 
and Bill Lalis motored to the U. S. 
Veterans hospital, Sunmount, N. Y., 
to visit Albert Smith. 

Dr. George E. Wilson, medical 
superintendent of the Will Rogers, 
to Pittsburgh for a two weeks va- 
cash. 

The best trick that “The Amaz- 
ing Mr. Ballantine’ ever did was 
to pull his final good health papers 
out of his hat. He left for N. Y. C. 
to resume work at the Diamond 
Horseshoe. 

Edward (IATSE) Gaiser, into the 
general hospital for the Bronso- 
seophy operation. 

Write to those who are ill. 


received 
her West- 


Empress Hall, London, 


Slattery, , 


Back to Civilian Use, 
Resuming Shows 


Kent ARA Prexy 
For 10th Term 





London, Nov. 9. 

Reorganization in the BBC varie- | 
ty department will follow the resig- 
nation taking effect on Nov. 30 of 
Mark White, producer of the radio 
“Jazz Club” and co-producer of 
“Band Parade,” the British hit 
parade counterpart. 

On Dec. 1, White is joining 
the newly reopened Empress Hall, 
Earls Court, London, as production 
manager. His job there will be to 
organize, produce concerts and 
shows for this 10,000-seater, which 
is to be run on Madison Square 
Garden lines. The Haili was de- 
requisitioned only recently by the 
government, which used the prop- 
erty for military purposes. 


Barto Drafted 


——— Continued from page 52 


Will Aubrey, Lenny 
| Mendoza, Eddie Rio, Ralph Mor- 
igan, Georgie Price, Rex Weber, 
|Myron Cohen, Jack Gwynne, Al 
‘Tucker and Cal Emmett. 

| Board also voted for monthly 
membership meetings in all 
branches to be held the first Wed- 
nesday of every month. First 
branch meetings will be held Dec. 
1, at which time the _ various 
branches will elect executive 
boards. 

Action on Benefits 

Most surprising action by the 
group was taken on the question 
of benefits. Board voted to fur- 
ther study the free show situation 
and if at any time the union feels 
that the situation is getting out of 
hand, it has the power to set up 
its own benefit control on all shows 
in which AGVA performers are 
asked to appear gratis. -If latter 
action is taken at any time, Thea- 
tre Authority, which currently po- 
lices free talent displays, will auto- 
matically be junked. 

The executive committee con- 
tinued to meet after the national 
board adjourned Saturday. Rem- 
nants of the committee will remain 
in New York to further discuss 
AGVA matters. 

However, the carrying out of the 
national board motions and reso- 
lutions are contingent upon the 
outcome of court proceedings by | 
the AGVA dissidents. Justice Din- 
een, in vacating the injunction, re- 
manded the case to trial, date of 
which is still to be set. Should the 
court uphold the plaintiffs, it’s re- 
garded that the national board ac- 
tions will be voided and new elec- 
tions will have to be held. 

Case is actually a continuation 
of the proceedings instituted in the 


























Paige, Harry 


William Kent was elected presi- 
dent of the Artists Representatives 
Assn. for the 10th straight term 
at a meeting of the ARA board held 
yesterday (Tues.). Kent has headed 
this agents organization since its 
inception in 1940. 

Elected vice presidents were Nat 
Lefkowitz, William Morris Agency 
treasurer; Art Weems, General 
Artists Corp. veepee;: anc Jack 
Russell, head of the Entertainment 
Managers Assn. of Chicago. John 
Dugan, of Music Corp. of America 
was named secretary, and Nat Kal- 
cheim of the Morris office was 
selected treasurer. 

Board members are Kent, Jack 
Davies, Mark Leddy, Nat Lefko- 
witz, Phil Offin, Sol Tepper, Art 
Weems, Charlie Yates, Ben Ku- 
chuk, and Jack Russell. 

Board members selected 
associate agent ranks are Milton 
Bergen of the Singer & Tishman 
office, and Billy Shaw of the Moe 
Gale agency. Jack Katz was re- 
tained as counsel for another term. 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


Club Dates and Television 
in New York 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 




















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” The Show-Biz Gagazine with 

each $3.00 minimum order. 


Send ide for lists of other comedy 
material, «songs, parodies, minstrel! 
patter, black-outs, etc. 


NO C.O.D.'S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. S4th Street, New York 19 

















name of Shelvey, which was dis- fi 


missed with prejudice during the 
summer. Shelvey and several other 
litigants were forbidden to take 
part in AGVA affairs under terms 
of an out-of-court settlement. How- | 


ever, initial petition under which | | 
proceedings were started contained | }:" 


the signatures of about 2,000 
AGVA members. Case is being | 
continued on behalf of the re- 
mainder. Arthur’ W. A. Cowan, 
Shelvey’s Philadelphia attorney, is 
behind the suit’s continuation and 
has retained the N.Y. law firm of 
Halpern, Nathanson & Scholer as 
his correspondent attorneys. 
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Nov. 


THE COLSTONS 


currently at the 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


were chosen to do the 


ROYAL COMMAND PERFORMANCE 





Ist 














545 Fifth Avenue, 





PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF OUR NEW PHONE NUMBER 
MUrray Hill 2-2080 


Jules Ziegler 


Artist Representative 


Associates 
ABE NEWBORN, MARTIN BAUM, HAL DAVIS 


New York City 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 


| 


Joe E. Lewis (Austin Mack at} 


iano), Diane Adrian, Blackburn'| 
wins, Terri Stevens, Sonny Calel-| 
lo, Copa Girls (8), 
and Fernando Alavares bands; $3) 
and $4 minimum. | 

The king is back and, to corn a} 
cliche, Joe E. Lewis proves almost 
conclusively—almost, mind you— 


that the king can do no wrong.|@ Saloon song salesman, he’s No. 1 


But he does. In this respect; the) 
kingpin cafe couvert-catcher has) 
gotten into too much the same} 
groove. 

It’s the material. It’s almost en-| 
entirely now johnny-one-note—the | 
double-entendre pattern. And this| 
kingsize saloon star doesn’t need it. 
The pixie personality that is Joe 
Everlovin’ Lewis has gone the 
way of a male Dora Maugham,| 
Dorothy Ross, et al. Almost, but! 
not quite. And it’s simple enough | 
to mix ’em up. Lewis is too stand-| 
ard, too surefire, and basically too| 


staple a bistro bombshell to have|p 


to rely 90% on smutty lyrics. 

In a measure, this may be more} 
the fault of his management, the} 
bistro bosses, the doting customers | 
and even the same doting press. | 
Few if any cafe personalities en-| 
joy so direct a cordiale entente| 
with press and public alike. By| 
nature a gregarious guy, unsparing 
of his time and talents, Lewis is a 
kid who gets around at all sorts 
f places with all sorts of people. 
‘here are only a few like that in 
show business who, whether by| 
design or accident, have a happy 
faculty of mixing so well that it 
interprets itself into potent box- 
office. Sophie Tucker, 
Downey, Harry Richman in his hey-| 
day as a saloon singer, fall also! 


into that category. 


Result has been, to get back to) 
Lewis, that he can recite Toots| 
Shor’s menu and they’!l guffaw. The | 
way Lewis unfolded at the Copa 
to SRO you'd think they were giv-| 
ing away Monte Proser with steaks | 
—it was a potent tribute to his| 
draw. But as his routines devel-| 
oped there was awareness that | 
much of his cute and clever word- 
age of songs like “Poor Little 
Feb.,” “Play Gypsy” (“. 
tell me, who makes your ear-| 
rings?’’) and kindred solid mate-| 
rial had given way to too much’ 
of the same thing. Result was that! 
when he did interpose such solid) 


Morton | 


. « and) 


idea songs as “Will There Be a| 
Racetrack Up in Heaven (’Cause! 
I'll Never Get Even on Earth’)’’! 
oon that parody on “‘Rosie’s Little) 
Josey Needs Shortnin’ Bad,” he} 
Was just as boffo. | 

If he would intersperse kindred | 
type comedy material with sprin-) 
klings and gags about Gallup’s polls, | 
“When Oysters Are in Bloom,”| 
(“September Song” parody), that 
saucy “Ballerina” parody, “I Can't 
Remember Last Night” and “It’s, 
Time We Had a Party of Our Own,” 
Lewis would be back on solid 
ground all the way. But Jet not) 
the latter segments overshadow, as_ 
occurred at the preem. The saloon | 
throwaway gag about the customer | 
is always tight (but not always! 
right) cropped up with requests 
for more of the same, and this is| 
where Lewis’ judgment about mix-, 
ing ‘em up and pacing them well 
figures. And Joe E., by now, not) 
only should but does know all the, 
answers on audience values. The} 
more vociferous the demands for) 
the indigo the less articulate, usu-| 
ally, is the reasoning. Goes with-, 
out saying, of course, that every- 
body has a complete awareness’ 
that people don’t go to niteries to 
learn to spell. 


Otherwise, the rest of the show 
is as topnotch as its star. Most 
of the numbers are holdovers but 
slightly refurbished. So are the, 
girls, some of them looking like 
“old satchels” in their early 20s, 
instea the fresh young things | 
in their teens during the Lena 
Horne semester. Maybe it’s that 
more severe opening costume to) 
“Once Around the Moon,” because’ 
they're perter and perkier in the 
Tyrolean sequence. 

Diane Adrian is featured. She's 
a comedienne of promise who, how- 
ever, need sprightlier material. 
Lewis discovered her in a musical 
bar joint in Las Vegas, segued her 
to New Orleans and now the Broad-| 
way opportunity. Miss Adrian is a 
tall, attractive songstress, who sets | 
her premise with her opener, “Sing | 
Me Not a Ballad,” and highlights 
with a Chevalier impression (in 
French). Miss Adrian is said to 
have been formerly known as 
Diane del Rio. 

The personable Blackburn Twins, 
‘male) are good subfeatures with 
song-and-dance. They now include 





® new conceit with a femme dum- 
my but in the main they're a good- 
looking pair of boys, appealing to 
the femme customers and the type 
whom the men can’t resent. Terri 
Stevens and Sonny Calello are the 
other two cast features, number-. 





Michael Durso| 


‘no hands!) and heroic lifts. 
‘do four dances, which is perhaps 


‘evidences vaudeo’s appeal as cus- 





leading the ensembles in oka .| 
y+ Style. ae 

Lewis clicked from the gon 
with kidding-on-the-square Bs me 
ences to the fact he had to rewrite 
all his Dewey jokes; cracks about 
Margaret tearing up her orches- 
trations, etc. His small-talk about | 
horses, naturally, has now become | 
as standard as Benny’s toupee, | 
Berle’s “Spring in Brazil,” ete. As 


on the cafe hit parade. Lewis is a 
cinch to ride the Copa to smash 
business past Jan. 10 when he 
breezes to Florida. Per usual, the} 
Mike Durso and Fernando Alvares 
bands do competent show and 
Samba jobs. Abel. 








Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Lou Walters production staged 
by Natasha Kamerova; stars Sophie 
Tucker; features June Graham & 
Richard D’Arcy, Edward Michaels, 
Landre & Verna, Tommy Trent, 4 
Step Bros., Gail Bennett, Dorothy | 
eed, Miriam Gwynne, Winton'| 
Frankel, Ruth Webb, Dick Grayson, 
Dawn McInerny; 15 showgirls; Ted | 
Shapiro at piano; Art Waner and| 
Buddy Harlowe bands; songs, Jack | 
Yellen; costumes, Kathryn Kuhn; 
$5 minimum. 





Between Joe E. Lewis at the 
Copa, Belle Baker at the Harem, | 
and now Sophie Tucker at the! 
Latin Quarter, it’s old home week | 
on Broadway. And there’s no gain- | 
saying the authority that comes 
with the showmanship born of ex- 
perience. It’s manifest right down | 
the line, and particularly in the case | 
of Soph who has been away two} 
seasons from Main Street. Proud | 
of her London and Paris con- 
quests, she dramatizes it effectively | 
but, what’s more, she delivers on| 
her own as of yore. 

It’s the same old Soph, as for | 
41 years, but better — and still | 
going strong. Coming on after an | 
already basically strong 


show | 
might have surfeited the cus- 
temers, Miss Tucker is an or-| 
chidaceous -and-ermine flash on| 
entry—and a Man o’ War at the 
finish. With the same show-wis- 
dom she manifests right through, | 
Soph leaves ‘em hungry. But not | 
without putting in a pitch for her | 
records and autobiog (she an-| 
nceunced over $350,000 had been) 
donate¢ to her pet charities) which 
are sold at the door. 

Jack Yellen has given her some 
sock new material, much of it even 
more saucy than the Tucker tradi-| 
tion. And some of it, perhaps, a 
little too much so. 

But from her opener, “I’m Glad 
I’m Living (Cause I’m Living in 
the USA),” to her “Amalgamated 
Red Hot Mamas” for the finale, 
she’s a dynamic single woman on 
that rostrum. Ditties, not for the 
kiddies, like “I’m Living Alone and 
I Like It,” “Never Let the Same 
Man Bite You Twice” (pulpit 
pitch), through “Inhibition Papa 
Don’t You Frustrate Me (I’ve Just | 
Been Sexu-Analyzed),” are smartly | 
broken up with a yesteryear med- | 
ley of surefire oldies like “Beauti- | 
ful Doll,” “Alabammy Bound” | 
(avec strut) and of course her 
trademarked “Some of These 
Days.” 4 

That Soph’s an atomic boxoffice | 
draw in almost any environ was) 
manifested at the London Casino | 
this summer and at Les Ambassa- | 
deurs, Paris, as was true in Chi. 
at the Chez Paree and now here. | 
She almost pars Lou Walters’ 





‘rather extravagant program billing 


for “her majesty...queen of the, 


entertainment world.” 


The rest of the show is lavish) 
splash against an operatic back- | 
ground, teeing off with a modern 
version of the Champagne Song 
from “La Traviata”; thence Cho- 
pin’s Polonaise as a midriff musical 
highlight; and the finale Rhapsody | 
in Color. The progression paces 
smoothly and pitches to solid 


heights as June Graham & Richard 


D'Arcy register with their ballet 
routines; Landre & Verna with. 
their ballroomology, of which the 
major feature are those quite sen- 
sational shoulder whirls ggg a 

ey 


one too many in light of the show 
length but they click all the way. 
Tommy Trent with his puppets 


tomers seem to recognize them 
from TV—or do all Punch & Judy 
shows look alike to the public? 


'Then there is Edward Michaels, a 


robust barytone who should either 
gauge his distance from the mike 
or dispense with it; he’s an expert 
vocalist who leads his numbers 
solidly. 

But the real sock are the 4 Step 
Bros. with their legmania. It’s the 
Harlem quartet's nitery debut, hav- 
ing done vauders mostly, but it’s 
obvious they can play ‘and please) 
anywhere. That youngster with his 
kangaroo-hop style of breakaleg 
hoofing, and the finalist’s intricate 


tiptop toe-tap terps put the 4 Steps | 


plenty of steps ahead of the field. 

Mme. Natasha Kamerova has 
done a fine job of staging and 
dance-routining. She’s a vet from 
Paris and the old Clifford C. 
Fischer French Casino (N. Y.) pro- 
ductions. Impresarios Walters and 
E. M. Loew have thrown away 
the rubberbands on a lavish set of 
trappings which makes the new 
Latin Quarter show one of the best 


of the new season’s entries, sure- | 


fire for anybody’s $5 minimum. 
Abel. 





Harem, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Schmaltz in heavy doses is be- 
ing doled out currently at the 
Harem, sparked by Belle Baker, 
the new headliner here. And, ap- 
parently, the kind of schmaltz that 


| Miss Baker has been selling the 


customers is still paying off. 
There is little difference in the 
style of Miss Baker over the years, 
and that includes her knack for 
wringing your heart with her poig- 
nant lyricizing. She attempts one 
risque comedy lyric, the sort of 
thing that she doesn’t need and 
which never was her forte. Per- 
haps this is her concession to what 





| 
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Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; 
(P) Paramount; (BR) RKO; (8) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week, 
L) 


Loew; (M) Mess; 








NEW YORK CITY) 
Capitol 

Jean Sablon 

Ted Straeter Ore 

Wesson Bros | 

Betty Bruce 


| Kanazawa 3 


she considers the modern “hep”. 


idiom. But there need be no con- 
cessions by an artist who can still 


| Sing the oldtime schmaltzy melo- 


dies the way Miss Baker does; 
there need be no apologies for any 
of them. 

Miss Baker through the years 
has been closely associated with 
such numbers as “10 Baby 
Fingers,” “Always” and the like, 
and she can still hold an audience, | 


particularly with the inevitable 
singing of her by-now classic 
“Eili Eili.” It is probably the num- 


ber by which she is best identified, 
and she still whams it home. 

Billy Vine is the new comic on 
the show. He works hard and 
draws a considerable quota of, 
laughs. Vine apparently has had 
considerable patience in having 
studied the material of several | 
name comics. In the carbons that 
he does of the name comedians, | 
he utilizes the best material of | 
these—with proper credit— but it | 
doesn’t dissipate the impression | 
that it’s an easy way for him to) 
get sock material without paying | 
for it. He does all of these well, | 
but at the same time sharing the | 
frailty of many enterprising young | 
a who lack good original maz- | 
terial. 


This bill otherwise comprises 


‘such holdovers as Delage, the click, 


personable magico; the Moroccans, 
acro male quartet who still sock 
over; Marcia Leighton, cute little 
ballerina, and Monsieur Piroska, 
dervish-type dancer. Kahn. 





College Inn, Chi 
(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
Chicago, Nov. 5. 
George Tozzi, ' 
Honeydreamers (5), Kermit &| 
Gloria, Skitch Henderson’s Orch) 
(13) with Nancy Reed and Andy 
Roberts; $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 


Jim Ameche, 


In reopening the College Inn | 
after a four - month shutdown, | 
hotelier Ernie Byfield uncorks sev- 
eral surprtses, including the show 
itself. New ornamentation ranges 
from abstract sculptures to very 
concrete ‘‘starlet” waitresses, deb- 
like and delectable in off-the-| 
shoulder gowns. There are two 
sets of vari-colored revolving 
lights. The stage is backed by a 
new light screen and the walls 
are tricked out in gray and char- 
treuse. Tariff is moderate withal. 

Show, written and produced by 
radio’s Sherman Marks with special 
Ivrics by Marvin David, is a de- 
cided departure from standard 
nitery presentations. It adds up 
to a variation on an all-Gershwin 


/concert, interweaving dialog, terps | 


and other action in a stage and 
radio synthesis. Jim Ameche, 
brother of the film actor, narrates 
the Gershwin saga, standing at a 
lectern and reading from script. 
Narration is impressive but the, 
role needs integration, with the 


| script memorized. 


Show opens with song snatches 
from the Gershwin library, then 
swings into evergreens from “Of 
Thee I Sing,’ with Andy Roberts 
delivering the title tune and the 


| Honeydreamers bouncing a pair. 
' Songstress Nancy Reed and Skitch 


Henderson, cast as Gershwin at the 
piano, turn in a fine play of a 
torcher, tollowed by George Tozzi 
chanting “Plenty of Nothin!” 

Kermit and Gloria, barefoot 
terpers of the Katherine Dunham 
schoo], score in a sizzling turn that 
departs from Gershwin in a drum- 
pounding frenzy. Other segments 
that register for top hands include 
“Summertime” and “Lady Be 
Good.” 

Table-holders responded vigorous- 
ly throughout. Tozzi, Roberts and 
Miss Reed handle their solos in 


' Marion Dawn 


| Louis & White 


| Falcons 


good style and the Honeydreamers— 


click in precision stuff. Bazt, 


Music Hall (I) 11 
Pau! Haakon 

D Etheridge 

June Winters 

Ear! Lippy 
Nonchalants 


Werner Lywen 
Richard T. Kardos 
Paramount (P) 9% 


Jerry Wald Bd 
Frankie Laine 
Connie Haines 
Dave Barry 
Clark Bros 
(i) 10 
Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Jack Cole 
Arnold Shoda 
Joan Hyldoft 
Strand (W) 12 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Johnny Mack 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome i!) 12 | 
Lloyd & Willis 
Wally Ward Co 
Ronnie Deauville 
Cy Reeves 
4 Elgins 
State (1) 11-13 


Allan Reno 
Dobas Duo 
14-17 

Wood & Hubbel 
Bobby Rollins 
4 Avalons 
(one to fill 

Royal (i) 12 
L Armstrong Kev 
Earl Hines Orc 








Zephyrs 
Janet Sayre 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (P) 11 
Horace Heidt Rev 
CAMDEN 
Towers (i) 12-14 
J & E Hayden 
L & L Bernard 
Ade Duval Co 
Buddy Lewis | 


Noble 3 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 12-14 
Mickey Rooney 
Stagg McMann 3 
Eileen Barton 
The Jansleys 
3 Swifts 
KINGSTON 
Bway (WR) 11-12 
Kay & Kay 
G Sanborn 3 
Bernie George 
Garner & Wilson 
3 Extremes 


Anita 

Dick Bentley 
Bill Waddington 
Max & Gang 


Raymond Smith 
Bartlett & Massey 
CARDIFF 
New (5) 8 

Max Miller 
Woodward 
Dassie Bros 
Alfred Thripp 
Duncan Gray 
E& J Paul 
Zelda Day 
CHISWICK 
Empire (8) 8 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Nellie Wallace 
Ella Shields 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers | 
EDINBURGH | 
Empire (Mm) & 
Jack Anthony | 
Bert Cecil | 
Ray & Lynn | 
Richard Adams | 
Delyse & Jeanette | 
Bainbridge 3 & 
Irene 
Manley 





& Austin 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) & | 
Rex & Bessie j 
Frank Marlowe 
Dolaire 
J Smvth 
Lucille Benstead 
Fred Lovelle 
Lai Founs 
Joe Loss Bd 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) & 
Lucerne Skaters 
George Formby 
Hackford & Doyle 
Tommy Jover Co 
Stuart & Gray 
Arthur Worsley 
Bob Parrish 
Myrons 
Olsen & Sea Lion 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 8 
Frank Randle 
Gus Aubrey 
Ben Warren Trp 
Hal Swain Co 
Rita Shearer 
A J Powers 
John Boden 
Mandalay Singers 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) & 
D Wakefield Co 


ow | 


Mage & Karr 


| Cheerful Charlie 


1M & C 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 12 


| Ink Spots 
| Peter Lorre 


Wally Brown 


| Buddy Whaling Co 


Oriental (i) 11 
2 Barretts 
J & S Steele 
Wilke & Dare 


| Bobby Breen 
| Pee Wee Hunt Ore 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 11 


| Harmonicats 
| Alan Carney 


Rosemarie 


| Herzogs 


4 Evans 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 15-17 

C Cavallaro Ore 
Ricardo & Norma 


| Johnny -Morgan 


Keith’s (R) 11 


| King Cole 3 


Steve Evans 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Penny Edwards 
Vanderbilt Boys 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 11-14 
Renee & Jim 
Tony Francis 
Graziano Bros 
George Freems 
The Diocofts 
Fayne & Foster 
Derby Wilson 
Ade Duval Co 
Neal Stanley 
The Bodos 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (i) 11 | 
M Bowes Amateurs | 
READING 
Rajah (i) 11-13 | 
Ray Eberle Ore | 
Bobby Van 
Pedro & Durand 
Kate Murtah 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 12-14 
“Riot o’ Fun” 
Jack Sher 
Alvino & Blue 
Ted Grant 
Landona & Midgets | 
fone to fill) 
SARATOGA SPGS 
Congress (WR) 13 


only | 


Kay & Kay 
Gleason Sanborn 3 
Bernie George 
Garner & Wilson 
3 Extremes 
UTICA 
Stanley (W) 15-17 
Johnny Long Orc 
Piero Bros 
Jack E Leonard 
WASHINGTON 
Capito! (L) 11 


Viola Lane 


: Trio Casino 


MIAMI Pat Henning aot 
Olympia ‘P) 10 (| Dolinoff & Raya Sis | 
Haydocks YOUNGSTOWN 
Lee Noble Palace (i) 11-14 | 
Ginny howry C Cavallaro Ore 
Ken Maynard Ricardo & Norma 
Slate Bros ' Johnny Morgan 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM , Cilla’s Dogs 
' Hippodrome (M) 8) Bobbie Kimber 
| Henry Hall Ore Adele 
| Ted Ray Hilda Heath 
S & M Harrison Alf Thomas 
Jill Manners J & A Grant 
Meribeth Old Sid Howard | 
Maple Leaf 4 LIVERPOOL | 
Doreen Eastwood Empire (mM) & | 
Albert Marland 3 Shades 
| BRADFORD Derek Roy 
Alhambra (M) & Rona Ricardo 
Roper & Maisie Jack Durant 
Reid & Squires Boy Andro 


George Robey 


| Peggy Cochrane 


uster Shaver Co 
Jack Radcliffe 
Reg Redcliffe 

LONDON 

Hippedrome (M) & 
Vie Oliver ' 
Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 


| 
{ 
| 


| Wally Boag 
| Melachrino Ore 


Marilyn Hightower 
Michael Bentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Carson 
Santivo Bd 
Palladium (M)t | 


Chester Co 
John Boles 
Colstons 
Zoris 
Skating Ryles 
Beatrive & 

Benedict 
Warren 
Latona & 
Jean Inglis 
France Clery 

MANCHESTER 
Hippedreme (‘S) 8&8 
5 Smith Bros 
Wences 
Morrie & Cowley 
V Julian & Pets 
Wallabies 
Van Dock 
El Granadas & 

Peter 
Hope & Ray 

NEWCASTLE 

Empire (M) & 
Norman Evans 
F & F King 
Swan Leigh 
Radcliffe & Ray 
Gray 
Austin & Worth 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) & 
N Mills & Bobby 
H & A Pearson 
2 Kellys 
4 Bobrics 
Simpson’s 

Humanettes 
Lalo & Musette 
Ossie Noble 
Bertie Hare 

PORTSMOUTH 

Royal (M) 8 
Nat Jackley 
4 Hurricanes 
4 Pagolas 
Marienne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
Robert Harris 


Sparkes 


| Juenger Ballet Line 


| Jack Carroll 
| Sujata & Oraka 
| Pupi Campo Ore 


| Marcia Leighton 


| Piroska 
| D Roberts Ore 


| Ralph Font Ore 


| Eddie Stone 


| Russ 
| Harold Nagel Ore 


‘Hazel Webster 


| William Adler Ore 
, Wiliam Scotti 
| Hotel 


| Hotel 
' Tommy 


| SHEPHERDS BUSH, Peters Sis ° 
| Empire (S$) 8 4 Morrellys 
Chester Morris Herschel Henlere 


Reg Dixon 

| Helga Stone 

Sid Plummer 

Montreals 

Ravie & Renee 

Stewart & Mathew 

SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 8 

Terry Bartlett 

Colin Ross 

Harry Secombe 

Timar Bros 

Reg Darnely 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Hippodrome (M) 8 

La Petite Poupee 


| Billy 


4 Curibas 
Norman Wisdom 


| Forbes & Murphy 


Jill & Jean 
Condos 


WOOD GREEN 


(‘s) 8 
Ba 


Empire 


Cotton 
Billy Russell 
Bob Andrews 
Dorothy Gray Co 
Les Valettos 
DeBear & DuBray 
Marshall & Anton 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


| Bagatelle 
Dorothy, Ross 
Deep ver Boys 
| Kurt Maier 
| Eddie Fisher 
| Brevoort 
Dahne Hellman 
| Marion Manners 
3 Flames 
Bive Angeli 
Bill Lawrence 
Striders 
George Premice 
Imogene Coca 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Cafe James 
Pat Harrington 


Carnival 
Louis Prima Ore 


Cafe Society 
Jack Gilford 
| Dave Martin Ore 
Copacabane 
Joe E Lewis 
Austin Mack 
Diane Adrian 
Blackburn Twins 
Terry Stevens 
Sonny Calello 
M Durso Ore 
| Alvares Ore 
China Doll 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 





Florence Hin Low | 
Joe Wong 

Beatrice Fung Oye 
Line (7) 


|Henny Youngman 
Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 

| Alvarez Mera 


Ebony 
Primus 
Rimmer Sis 
Cook & Brown 
Oliver Travers 
Esvy Morales Ore 
B Harding Orc 
El Chice 
Fernanda Crespo 
Maria T Acosta 


Pearl 


Rita & Rozino 
E Vizcaino Ore 
Embassy 


Sacasas Orc 
Harem 

Belle Baker 

Billy Vine 


Moroccans 
Rod Alexander 
V Travers Ore 
De Lage 
Wanger Line 


Havane-Madrid 


Los Bocheros 
De Castro Sis 
Mildred Ray Line 


Machito Ore 





Hotel 
Betty 


Beimo’t-Piaza | 
Jane Watson : 
Ore 
George De Witt 


Hote! Biltmere 
Morgan Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Naney Andrews 
Goodman & 
Kirkwood 


Downey & Fonville 


Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 


New Yorker 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Pennsytvania 
Dorsey 

Hotel Piccadilly 





Dell Trio 

Hotel Plaza 
Charles Trenet 
G & M Champion 


| Eddie Duchin 
| Margaret Phelan 

| McCarthy & Farrell 
' Mischa Borr Ore 


Rosalind Courtright 


Leo Reisman Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
Payson Re Orc 


Nycola Matthey Or 


Hotel Pierre 
Roger Dann 
Hoctor & Byrd 
Chas Reader Ore 
Van Smith Ore 

Hotel St Morits 
Alice Tyrell 
Dick Winslow 
L & E Roberts 
Mervyn Nelson 
Fred Marks 
Soft Winds 3 
Herman Schoon 


Hotel St. Regis 
Nan Wynn 
Laszlo & Pepite 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo 
Hotel Savey Piaze 
Irving Conn Ore 

Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 

Hotel Warwick 
Don Re 
Dorothy Douglass 
Dave Mann 
Jan August Ore 

Letin Quarter 
Sophie Tucker 
Ted Shapiro 
Landre & Verna 
Step Bros 


| Diamond Horseshoe | Tommy Trent 


June Graham 
Richard Darcey 
Miriam Gwynne 
Ruth Webb 
Winton Frankel 
Eddie Michaels 
Dick Grayson 
Prominaders 
Ving Merlin Ore 
B Harlow Ore 

Le Directoire 
Abe Burrows 
Frank York Ore 
Gringo Ore 

Le Pesroquet 
Hugh Shannon 
Martha Short 
Marvin Raymer 

Le Ruban Biev 
Connie Sawyer 
Thelma Carpenter 
Will Jordan 
Raymond Chase 
Julius Monk 
Normann Paris 8 


Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Narda 
Carl Conway 
Richard Bain 
Graham Sis 
Allan & Nobles 
Shepard Line 

Olid Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Johnny Howard 
Sandra Kirlay 


D’Aquila Ore 
Savannah 

Howell & Bowser 

Ida James 

Hot Shots 

Wilda 


Phyllis Branch 
Lou Dixon Ore 
Spivy’s 
Wade Donovan 
Roslynd Lowe 
Spivy 
Versaliles 
Fadith Piaf 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Villege Barn 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Shorty Warren Ore 
Paulings 
Piute Pete 
Villace Vanguard 
Jay Marshall 
Dottie Reid 
Loumel Morgan 8 
Billy Taylor 
Wealdorf-Asteria 
Ore 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Hote! Stevens 
Al Trace Orch Benny Strong Ore 
Jackie Van B & F Ballard 
Hotel Bismark John Flanagan 


Patricia Windsor 
P & M Arnaud 
Peggy Murdock 


J Featherstone Or 
Heisings 
Gus Van 


Ralph Lewis } 


Jane Clemens 


Andy Nelson O (4) 


H Edgewater Beach | 


Stan Kramer 

Olga 

Vill Osborne Ore 

D Hild Dancers (12) 
Chez Paree 

Hlarvey Stone 

The Vagabonds } 

Gracie Barrie | 

'P Franks & Janyce 

Adorables (10) 

C Davidson O 111) 

Jd Rodriquez Ore i 


Jean Arlen 
Marian Spelman 
Skating lvdears 
Bog T 


urk 
| Rebfield & Del Tore 


Doris Donavan 


| Elwood Carl 


Paimer House 
Griff Williams Ore 
Robert Lamouret 
M Abbott Ders 0) 
Stan Fisher 
D’Angelo & Vanya 

Blackstone 
Mata & Hari 


| Naney Donovan 
| Joel Merman Orch 


Vine Gardens 
Mel Cole Ore 
Joey Bishop 


| Judie Manners 


Pancho’s Rhumba B 
Daniels & Danice 
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HOUSE BREVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 10, 1948 





Paramount, N. Y. 
Frankie Laine, Connie Haines, 
Dave Barry, Clark Bros. (2), Jerry 
Wald Orch: “Sealed Verdict” 
(Par), reviewed in Variety Sept. 
8, °48. 





It seems that virtually every 
house on the Stem has adopted the 
formula that prevailed at the now 
vaudeless Loew’s State with good 
results. With orchestras losing 
their boxoffice potency, the book- 
ers have started using as many as 
four acts and a band per bill— 
not much different than the State 
format. 

However, there’s a slight differ 
ence in the current Paramount 
show, which has a quartet of turns 
on the bill. Bob Weitman and 
Harry Levine continue to aim the 
talent at teenmster tastes. As long 
as that viewpoint is retained, the 
normally lagging matinee trade 
will continue to hold up nicely. 
Picture is aimed to take care of 
adult evening audiences. 

Primary appeal to the youth 
movement is contained in Frankie 
Laine, one of the latter-day swoon- 
ers whose Mercury disks are a 
comfort to the stockholders of that 
firm. His vigorous tune renditions 
are productive of applause for the 
youngsters and similarly provide 
the adults with a high degree of 
interest. He does exceedingly well 
at this house. The juve trade would 
like to keep him on indefinitely. 
However, this trip Laine should 
have added a few new numbers to 
his catalog. While his familiar 
tunes hit the applause jackpot, he 
might have added to his stature 
with a couple of more recent tunes. 
Nonetheless, Laine’s appearance 
here indicates that his novelty 
hasn’t worn off. He has what it 
takes to pull ’em in. 

Although two singers on the lay- 
out might ordinarily prove repeti- 
tious in this house, routining of 
the show eliminates any conflict. 
Connie Haines, a pert item, has 
happily de-accented her stylizing 
and concentrates on musical values 
only. Result is that she’s a definite 
click. She has a neat mixture of 
ballads and rhythm numbers which 
makes its impact on the payees. 

Comedy is provided by Dave 
Barry, who wraps up the joint with 
a personable line of chatter and 
impressions, and the Clark Bros. 
click with their tap routines. 

The Jerry Wald crew does a good 
job of showbacking and get a 
chance to do some numbers on 
their own. Topping their efforts is 
Wald’s clarinet work in “Clarinet 
High Jinx.” Jose. 


Music Halli. N. Y. 


Leon Leonidoff-Russell Markert 
presentation, with Richard Tetley- 
Kardos, Earl Lippy, June Winters, 
Dorothy Etheridge, Paul Haakon, 
The Nonchalants, Werner Lywen, 
Rockettes, Corps de Ballet (Flor- 
ence Rogge, choreographers), Sing- 
ing Ensemble (Kay Holley, di- 
rector); symphony orchestra 
directed by Alexander Smallens; 
costumcs, James Stewart Morcom; 
lighting, Eugene Braun; “You 
Gotta Stay Happy” (U-I), reviewed 
in Variety Nov. 3, 48. 





Current edition of the Music 
Hall’s stage show is an attractive 
one, with something in it for every- 
body—concertag, musical comedy 
sequences, ballet, tap dancing and 
Knockabout acrobatic comedy. It 
leans too heavily on the longhair 
side—in a little too much of a good 
thing—with two concerto excerpts 
added to a long ballet sequence. 
But this is a small drawback. One 
of the concerto offerings replaces 
the usual symphonic overture, and 
in its unusual presentation helps 
to make this a distinctive show. 

Novelty is the keynote from the 
start, as curtains open simply to 
only a_ piano onstage. Richard 
Tetley-Kardos gives 4 wastertul 
rendition of parts of Rachmanin- 
off’s Piano Concerto No. 2, with 
orchestra in the lowered pit assis- 
ting under Alexander Smallens’ 
baton. Concerto is a_ truncated 
version, of course, and yet it’s a 
little too long as the arranger tries 
to get all the main themes in. 

Show then segues into a musical 
comedy sequence reminiscent of 
“Oklahoma!” as a rustic-clad sing- 
ing ensemble presents “A Rural 
Episode,” with “It’s a Most Un- 
usual Day” and ‘Buttons and 
Bows” musical numbers as stand- 
outs. Earl Lippy’s baritone is a 
little weak here, but June Winters 
scores with “Buttons.” Ballet that 
follows is grade-A stuff, with the 
corps de ballet sparkling in a Wolt- 
Ferrari intermezzo, and_ soloists 
Dorothy Etheridge and Paul 
Haakon giving bravura perform- 
ances in a pas de deux to the 

waltz from Tchaikovsky's Serenade 
for Strings. 

Sharp contrast comes next with 
the Nonchalants giving their sure- 
fire knockabout acrobatic comedy 
act. Then show veers back to long- 
hair as violinist Werner Lywen Its 
soloist in a gifted performance of 


the second movement 
Mendelssohn Concerto. 
smartly staged, with male and 
femme chorus massed in  back- 
ground all “playing” dummy vio- 
lins and humming vocal accompan- 
iment. Miss Winters then sings 
“Mr. Paganini” to telling effect. 
Then the turntable swings ab- 
ruptly to bring on the sprightly 
Rockettes in a smart, flashing tap 
routine to finish off the show. 
Bron. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Nov. 9. 


Harrison, Carroll & Ross, Marc 
Ballero. Andre Andree & Bonnie, 
Woody & Bobby; Sam Jack Kauf- 
man House Orch; “Larceny” (U). 


It’s one of those weeks at the 
Capitol where a thin picture Is 
teamed up with a so-so stage bill. 

Harrison, Carroll and Ross cop 
the lion’s share of the mitt action 
with a nicely paced morsel which 
shifts from mouth organs to some 
comedy to a workout at the piano 
to tap dancing, and even a little 
jitterbug. It is an oddly balanced 
team of a man, a girl and a dwarf, 
all of whom put ‘in their licks. 
Ross, the turn’s shortie, turns out 
to be a versatile performer who 
makes with the mouth organ, 
whacks at the baby grand, does a 
number of clever dance steps, and 
muggs for the laughs. At one point 
he even dashes into the orchestra 
to kiss a girl. for good returns. 
Harrison and Carroll both work 
hard at dancing and playing but 
Ross is the act. 


Marc Ballero, the bill’s comic 
single, gallops through a_ wide 


variety of imitations, some very 
good, some fairly good, and some 
not good at all. Act starts with 
some burlesquing of radio pro- 
grams generally. From this he 
switches to the commentators, 
such as Gabriel Heatter, Kalten- 
born, Clem McCarthy, ete. Then 
he veers to the song stylists, imi- 
tating, among others Vaughn Mon- 


roe, Frankie Lane, Sinatra, Ted 
Lewis. Al Jolson, ete. Ballero 
seores best with his workout on 


the commentators and his kidding 
of radio shows. He does poorly as 
an imitator of Jolson and Cantor. 

Andre, Andree and Bonnie are a 
rather dressy novelty of dancing 
mannequins. The dancing is only 
fair but the two gals are very at- 
tractive and the idea of them being 
clothing dummies coming to life 
lifts the performance _ several 
notches above what it would de- 
serve for the dancing. 

Curtain raisers are Woody and 
Bobby trick acro-skating team of 
two men who work fast and clean 
and finish very strong in a number 
in which one skater twirls the 
other who is fastened only by a 
strap to his partner. Act is first 
rate. Lowe. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 4. 
Bobby Breen, Jon & Sondra Steele, 
Pee Wee Hunt’s Band (6), Wilkey 
& Dare, Barrets (2), Carl Sands 
House Orch (13); “My Dear Sec- 
retary” (UA). 





Bill plays betfer than most, with 
seatholders responsive throughout. 
The Barrets start it off via stand- 
ard taps, registering well in three 
changes of rhythm. 

Jon and Sondra Steele, on their 
first Chi visit, offer some of the 
best dueting heard here. Femme, 
fetchingly packaged in brown vel- 
vet, trills at a standing mike while 
her partner vocals at the keyboard. 
Couple puts lots of jump in “Be- 
guine,” followed by pianistics that 
score, “Song of India” being set to 
a boogie beat. Chanting of “Dry 
Bones” is pointed up by deft ges- 
tures from the distaff side. They 
off to salvos and return for fur- 
ther rewards drawn by their disk 
fave, ‘““‘My Happiness.” 

Wilkey and Dare’s familiar acro- 
terp comedy opens with sight 
laughs, then segues to rough-hous- 
ing in which the femme applies 
flying mares and other muscular 
payoffs. Team closes with back-to- 
back cartwheels, well received. 

Bobby Breen’'s sony session takes 
him through four standards and a 
brace of pops, each tagged by 
heavy plaudits. Tenor, still on the 
boyish side, persuasively echoes 
early film years with “Rainbow on 
the River’ and “It’s a Sin to Tell 


a Lie.’ His vocal carbon of Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Susie’ rates prime re- 
turns. 


Pee Wee Hunt's combo of trom, 
clarinet, trumpet and three rhythm 
does a nice job of rescuing Dixie- 
land from the realm of cultists who 
like to regard the style as non- 
commercial. Trom-playing maestro 
gets the genuine delta flavor in his 
vocals of “Basin Street” and 
“Somebody Else, Not Me.” Group 
racks up neat hands with its clos- 
ing attack on two rags, 12th Street 
and Tiger. Bart. 


of the 
Number is | 


Rexy, N. Y. 
Peter Lind Hayes, Mary Healy, 
Jack Cole Dancers (6), Arnold 
Shoda, Joan Hyldoft, H. Leopold 
Spitalny Chorus, Roxyettes, Paul 
Ash Orch; “Unfaithfully Yours” 
(20th), reviewed in VARIETY Sept. 
29, °48. 





The Roxy, this trip, leans to com- 
paratively fresh talent whose work 
is still essentially new _ to 
vauders. Mainstays of the bill are 
Peter Lind Hayes, assisted by Mary 
Healy, and the Jack Cole dancers, 
both of whom have picked up con- 
siderable followings through their 
appearances in top N. Y. cafes. 
Hayes, since his return from the 
service, has played one vaude date 
and since then has been working 
the plush saloons. Nonetheless, he’s 
still fresh enough to score on that 
angle. 

Hayes is one of the more gifted 
comics. His approach, demeanor 
and charm are always evident. His 
material, similarly, hasn’t worn out 
as yet. However, Hayes, being one 
of the more progressive funsters, 
has indicated that following his 
Roxy engagement, he’ll retire for 
six months and will write himself 
a new act, even before his present 
turn hasn’t reached maximum cir- 
culation. At this house, even with 
the comparatively long time al- 
lotted him, he doesn’t do his com- 
plete act, but what he does is well 
selected and more than meets the 


demands of this house. He does the | 


trip around New York bistros, a 
brace of songs with Miss Healy and 
a few other items that click. 

Cole, who has made an impress 
as the finest dance act on the 
boards today, does only one num- 
ber to close the show. The zoot 
ballet, which is one of the strong- 
est in his catalog, gets tremendous 
salvos and then the curtains close. 
The audience feels gypped. Under 
these circumstances, neither Cole 
nor the theatre gets the full bene- 
fit of his talent. It might have 
been better if some of the pro- 
duction were eliminated to provide 
more time for Cole. 

The time consumed in the pro- 
duction surrounding the skating 
sequence might have been better 
used if it were switched to the Cole 
group. It’s nicely staged, how- 
ever, with the H. Leopold Spitalny 
chorus providing background to 
Arnold Shoda’s classy blades work. 
Joan Hyldoft also clicks in a brief 
skate turn and the Roxy line pro- 
vides decorative atmosphere. 

Jose. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 5. 
Peter Lorre, Ink Spots, Wally 
Brown, Bobby Whaling & Yvette, 
Jack Fulton’s House Orch; “Road 
House” (WB). 





Brief bill lacks overall impact 
although good in its respective 
parts. Peter Lorre turns in a fine 
characterization against tough 
odds, dramatizing Poe's “Tell-Tale 
Heart”’ at a bleak mike on a bare 
stage. That he succeeds is a tribute 
to his talent. More on the mark 
at this spot would be horror-humor 
of the kind used in standard im- 
pressions of the heavylidded actor. 
Lorre sounds this note *with good 
results in his intro, but drops it 
for the Poe piece. 

Wally Brown racks up ample 
laughs with his Californian recital 
in throwaway style. Comic uses 
implication and the unfinished line 
in making the most of a routine 
that refreshens the long familiar. 
Song stint has him describing 
twists and turns in his stage and 
screen career via lyrics to the 
tunes of pops and standards. 

The white-suited Ink Spots open 
with straight harmonizing, then 
switch to their trademark delivery 
in which the falsetto contrasts with 
the drawling bass. Quartet. with 
guitar and viol, echoes its diskers 
in harvesting plaudits. Off to 
salvos, they riposte with their early 
wax rave, “If I Didn't Care.” 

Bobby Whaling’s pedaling of a 
lofty unicycle that threatens to 
topp'e brings ample gasps and 
giggles. Cyclist picks up Yvette 
from a ladder and pedals off to ap- 
plause. Baxt. 


Apoile, N. Y. 


Joe Liggins’ Honeydrippers (5), 
Luis Russell Orch (15) with Phil 
Colbert, Berk & Hallow, Choco- 
lateers (3), Baby Hines, Jim Wong 





Troupe (4). “Roses Are Red” 
(Rep). 
It’s a well balanced layout at 


the Apollo this week. Joe Liggins’ 
quintet and Luis Russell's band 
handle the musical chores in okay 
fashion, comedy is supplied by the 
Chocolateers and Jim Wong troupe 
contribs a sock acrobatic novelty. 





‘Ed Wynn’s Laugh Carnival’ 
review in Plays Out of Town 











to a so-so start with 





A Salute to Two Children of Vaudeville 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 





A week ago Saturday night (Oct. 30) I sat with my brother Lambs 
and celebrated the Goiden Anniversary of the partnership of Joe Smith 


and Charlie Dale. 


Fifty years together, working continuously in shew 


biz, makes these boys the last of the vaudeville Mohicans! Only Fox & 


Ward and McIntyre & Heath beat 


them in point of continuous part- 


nership, but they are dead and Smith & Dale are very much alive! 
They started in the late horse-and-middle-railway age at the Atlantic 


Garden on the Bowery and used jit as a springboard to fame. 


They 


have gone through all the talent-mills, variety, vaudeville, musical 


comedy, legit, pictures, night clubs, 


radio and video! They became the 


darlings of Father Wow!, masters of the abdominal outburst, causing 
great laughing landslides throughout this country and England for 50 


years. 


With their hilarious humor they have caused a smile-a-minute. 


Fifty years of attending to the business of making fun—no boozing 
episodes, no divorces, no scandals, no notoriety—just got there through 


sheer talent! 
As we watched them on the tiny 
curtain as we strolled down Lang 


What a record. Nice, eh? 


Lambs stage, years swept back the 
Syne Lane. Here were two guys 


that started when McKinley was president, when Clyde Fitch, George 
Ade, Augustus Thomas, Charles Hoyt, David Belasco were writing the 


nation’s shows; when 


Weber & Fields, 


Richard Mansfield, Maurice 


Barrymore, John Drew, Lillian Russell William Collier, Andrew Mack, 


James O’Ne#il were tops. 
Cabin” and the “Florodora” Sextet 


When “The Old Homestead,” “Uncle Tom’s 


were doing their stuff. When the 


Gibson Girl was the tops in American art, the Bowery was really the 


Bowery. Those were the days of 


the Klondike gold rush, Corbett- 


Fitzsimmons fight, Hebson and the Merrimac, the Rough Riders, Ad- 


miral Dewey. 


Yellow Kid was the big cartoon of the day; you could 


go to Europe for $50; and all the candy stores had candy hearts with 


“T Love You Truly,” 


written on them. 


They've come through three wars, League of Nations, race riots, 
Klu Klux Klan, I. W. W., all kinds of strikes, birth of Equity, AFRA, 
AGVA, Screen Actors Guild, talking pictures, death of vaudeville, 
birth of radio and television, bathing beauties, Hall-Mills murder, mah- 


jong, Coue, “Yes, 
smoking, Tea Pot Dome, Model T 
Billy Sunday, Calvin Coolidge, 


We Have No Bananas,” 


crossword puzzles, 


women’s suffrage, ladies 
Fords, Aimee Semple McPherson, 
Dempsey- Tunney 


fight, Lindbergh flight, Daddy Browning, marathon dancers, prohibi- 


tion, gang murders, Florida boom, 


the crash, the recovery, presenta- 


tions, Worlds Fairs, band craze, Crosby, Sinatra swooners, the passing 
of burlesque, La Guardia, United Nations, “The Jolson Story” and tele- 


vision. 


A heck of a journey to make and still be funny! 


And here they were.on a little Lambs stage, looking as yuung as 


ever with just a small commission to Father Time. 


and bells becomingly. 


They wear the cap 


And in this bubblegum age of the theatre, when 


anybody that can read can be a comedian, it was nice to see Smith & 
Dale, not only the past masters of comedy but the present masters of 
comedy being honored. Not honored for just being together 50 years— 
hell no, Broalway and Bleecker street have been together over 73—but 
honored for being an honor to the profession of fun-making and re- 
paying them for giving us so many happy and pleasurable moments in 


the theatre. 
Smith & Dale aré two swell guys 
your heart! 


Ofay dancing turn of Berk & Hal- 


low and sepia songstress Baby 
Hines are reviewed under New 
Acts. 


Russell’s crew gets the sesh off 
“1280 Jive.” 
Comprising five reed, three rhythm 
and seven brass, outfit comes back 
solidly on a neat arrangement of 
“Tico Tico” that spots maestro 
Russell with a solo on the ivories. 
Jim Wong troupe, quartet of Chi- 
nese acrobats, scores with the 
payees in hand-to-hand routines 
plus a variety of limb contortions. 

Chocolateers, a zany knockabout 
male trio, dish up a pretty banal 
type of humor. Bit of business 
where one impersonates a femme 
is particularly crude. However, the 
pseudo gal’s pink panties and fancy 
prattfalls off the stage, coupled 
with some fast repartee, results in 
healthy laughs from the customers. 
Introed by bandleader’ Russell, 
Phil Colbert shows talent in war- 
bling “Summertime” and “Septem- 
ber Song” for a nice reception. 
His baritone pipes are okay, but 
stance at the mike is rather 
wooden. 

Making a repeat at this Harlem 
vauder, Joe Liggins’ Honeydrip- 
pers is a small unit whose novel 
arrangements get across for a solid 
response. With its leader handling 
the °’88, group also consists of 
drum, trumpet, plus alto and tenor 
sax. One of the reed men occa- 
sionally alternates on a_ baritone 
sax mounted on a stand. Improvisa- 
tion is the keynote of the quintet. 
Boys handle some five numbers, 
including the standard, “Siboney.” 
They click here. Gilb. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 


Baltimore, Nov. 7. 
Jansleys (3), Ed Tierney, Danny 
Drayson, Dave Apollon with La- 
verne Gustafson, Deanne Muenzer 
and Patricia Welkes, Jo Lombardi 
house orch (12); “The Gallant 
Blade” (Col). 





Snappy variety sold to the hili 
from curtain to curtain by Dave 
Apollon, this layout builds from 
a flash opening by the Jansleys, 
standard risley trio, to a new and 
unusual instrumental turn by the 
energetic Russian mandolin picker 
for a clinching finale. Fronting Jo 
Lombardi’s house orch brought on 
stage, Apollon emcees briskly and 
——— for laughs in the other 
acts. 


Jansleys, now consisting of two 
femmes as top mounters to strong 
footwork by practiced male, punch 
out a series of strong tricks. mak- 
ing way for Ed Tierney to follow 
with swift club-swinging and sure- 
fire Juggling. Makes a perfect spot 


who leave you with a nice taste in 


for Danny Drayson and his old- 
time woodenshoe clogging, high- 
lighted by some gags and well- 
placed falls. Catches on with stub- 
holders and builds to a begoff. 
Apolion, sans his trademarking 
Filipinos, has surrounded him- 
self with a trio of lookers, Laverne 
Gustafson, at the ivories; Deanne 
Muenzer, harpist, and _ Patricia 
Welkes, handling vocals. Combo is 
sharply pointed by leader’s own 
mastery of the mandolin and flip 
talk. Potpourri of standard instru- 
mental and vocal arrangements are 
whacked out to good audience re- 
sponse. Welkes gal has a sultry 
pair of pipes, selling smartly “Old 
Man River,” “Was Your Mother 
Born in Ireland?” and a brace of 


pops, and a brief sesh of boogie ~ 


woogie by pianist is another high- 

light. It’s all blended and expertly 

sold by Apollon for a series of 
strong final curtains. 

Building word of mouth is the 

answer to consistently rising trade. 
; Burm. 


New Aets 


BABY HINES 
Songs 

4 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 


Baby Hines belies her name for 
there’s nothing small about either 
her size or her voice. Buxom sepia 
gal has high pitched pipes which 
she uses with ample volume. War- 
bles only two numbers here, “I’ve 
Got a Man,” a torchy y, and 
“I'm the Laziest Gal in Town.” 











| Latter is a trifle risque. 


Miss Hines, unfortunately, lacks 
a definite style to make her stand 
out among similar chirpers whose 
thrushing is much in the same vein. 
When she develops a more colorful 
technique her scope in niteries and 
vaude will be consiaerably en- 
hanced. Gilb. 


BERK & HALLOW 
Dancing 

5 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Ofay boy and gal dance team 
shows promise. Pair has a_ nice 
change of pace in switching from 
standard footwork to acro rou- 
tines. Duo also breaks apart for 
individual stepping. 

Male is adept with his brogans 
while pert brunet partner is equally 
agile in contribbing some fancy 
twirls and handstands. Both rejoin 
for a fast finale. With better cos- 


tuming plus further seasoning team 
should be okay for most niteries 
Gilb. 


and vaude houses. 
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Anyway, That's Jean Dalrymple’s 


‘4 Hawaiians Story; Gabe vs. Jed? 


Although Jean Dalrymple is a¢ 


50-50 partner with Gabriel Pascal 
in the production of Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s “Red Gloves,” she gets 
sole billing as producer. Similarly, 
she will not get producer credit 
on the picture version, if Pascal 
does it, as now planned, though 
she’ll have a half-interest in that. 

Program for “Red Gloves” dur- 
ing the out-of-tryout and in New 
York will mention that the play is 
being presented here “through ar- 
rangement with” the British pro- 
ducer. Reason Pascal isn’t getting 
co-presenter billing is that he’s a 
limited partner, so isn’t legally 
permitted to have co-presenter bill- 
ing. Miss Dalrymple denies 
ported differences between Pascal 
and Jed Harris, who’s staging and 
has a piece of the show. 

According to present plans, a 
similar setup will be used for the 
production of the new G. B. Shaw 
play, the rights to which have been 
obtained by Miss Dalrymple and 
Pascal. Script has been mailed to 
New York by Pascal, but hasn't 
arrived, so Miss Dalrymple isn’t 
absolutely certain she'll actually 
do the show. 
ant Billions.” As she explains, she 
never really expected to get the 


re- | 


It’s titled “The Buoy- | 


play, but merely suggested it to | 


the dramatist when she met him 
in England last summer. 
Meanwhile, with Sartre remain- 
ing in Paris, his agent-partner 
Louis Nagel, is coming to the U. S. 
for the Broadway opening of “Red 
Gloves.” During his stay here, the 


exact status of the film rights to) 
the play may be clarified. Under | 


the contract, Pascal and Miss Dal- 
rymple have an option for 60 days 
after the opening of the London 
production. They also interpret 
the deal as giving them an option 
on the revised U. S. edition for 60 


days after the New York preem, | 


but Sartre and Nagel are said to 
dispute the latter angle. 
In any case, if the show looks 
romising after it arrives on 
roadway, Miss Dalrymple figures 
she and Pascal will take up their 
option before their rights expire. 


Experimental Theatre 
Resumption Brightens; 
Invitational Plays Set 


With likelihood increasing for 





the resumption this season of the. 


Experimental Theatre, plans for 
five plays in an Invitational Series 
under ET sponsorship have been 
announced. Productions will be 
under the aegis of the American 
Nationa! Theatre & Academy. Each 
will be budgeted at $500. Bill Ross 
is chairman of the production com- 
mittee. 

First Invitational Series show 
will be Leighton Rollins’ transla- 
tion of “Hippoiytus,”’ by Euripides, 


for four performances starting 
with a matinee Nov. 20, at Len- 
ox Hill playhouse, N. Y. John 
Reich will direct and the cast will 
include Muriel Smith, Donald 
Buka, Horace Braham, Osceola 
Archer, Marion Winters, Steve 


Brody and Nancy Gordon. 

Meanwhile, prospects are said 
to be brightening for resumption 
of the regular ET series. Mem- 
bers of the ET board have held 
several confabs with the Fact 
Finding Committee representing 


the craft unions, and agreement is _ 


reported to have been reached on 
most points. Understood one of 
the matters settled is the demand 
of the stagehands union for a re- 
troactive salary increase for last 
season. Total amount involved is 
believed to be a bit over $1,000. 
Stagehands have already received 
mere money from ET last season 
than the actors did. 

Equity council considered the 
matter briefly yesterday (Tues.) 
and will probably okay the project 
shortly. 
pushing for an early resumption. 


Equity Meet at Center 


For the first time in many years, 
the next quarterly membership 
meeting of Actors Equity Assn. will 
be held at City Center, N. Y. The 
date is Dec. 17. 

In the past, Equity membership 
meetings have always been heid at 
the Astor hotel, N. Y., but this 
time no reservations were available 
until mid-January. Rental for the 
City Center is approximately the 
Same as for the Astor. 








Chi Civic Opera Sold 


Chieago, Nov. 9. 

Sale of the Chi Civic Opera 
building, home of the Opera House, 
was announced Friday (5) by 
James C. Thompson, prez of the 
Wacker Corp., former owner of 
the property. New owner is the 
Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty Co. 
of Chicago, which bought the 
building for $10,735,000, taking 
over the mortgage of $7,520,000 
held by the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co. of New York and pay- 
ing for the equity in cash. 

Management of the building will 
remain the same, and the Opera 
House will continue with its book- 
ings scheduled, 
Thompson. New York City Opera 
Co. is skedded for its first Chi ap- 
pearance Dec. 1, for 19 perform- 
ances. 


No Com Setu 
oetup 

Yet on ‘Liberty 
Joshua Logan is the latest addi- 
tion to the Robert E. Sherwood- 
Irving Berlin team in “Miss Lib- 
erty,” which the latter are writing 
and which Logan will stage. The 


three will co-produce but there has 


been no financial setup made; 
there certainly is no 20th-Fox film 
financing deal; all that the writers 
are concerned with now is to get 
a good play on paper. They figure 
the financial details are the least of 
it and will come later anyway. 


Just as Kurt Weill’s membership 





in the Playwrights Co. didn’t pre-| 
vent him from doing the score for | 
“Love Life,” there is nothing to} 


stop Sherwood from independently 
co-producing with. Berlin and 
Logan. Anyway, it must wait until 


the latter is through with “Tales | 
of the South Pacific,” which he is | 


staging and co-producing with 


Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammer- | 


stein, 2d, and Leland Hayward. The 
last R&H-Berlin-Logan joint ven- 
ture, of course, is “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” 

“Miss Liberty” is an original 
idea for a book musical by Sher- 


wood—his first play with music— | 


| built around the Statue of Liberty. 


Dramatists Guild is also | 


This takes precedence with Berlin 
over all Hollywood bids. It also 
displaces, temporarily, “Stars On 
My Shoulders,” about which he is 
highly enthused despite the tempo- 
rary stalemate. He’s waiting for 
Norman Krasna to complete the 
missing act or two. Berlin is also 
keeping his 12 or 14 songs intact 
for that package, not utilizing any- 
thing for “Miss Liberty.” 





Pompton, Mashpee Bring 
49 Strawhat List to 101 


Pompton Lakes, N. J., Nov. 9. 

Theodora E. Bender and Tadeus 
Kowal, 
Pompton Lakes Summer Theatre 
here for the last three years, will 
continue the spot in 1949. Project 
will again be Equity-bonded. 

University Playhouse, strawhat 
at Mashpee, Mass., will return to 
the Cape Cod spot next summer for 
its third season of non-Equity op- 
eration. 
rector, Herman Krawitz is general 
manager and Seymour Krawitz is 
in charge of publicity. This is the 
101st summer theatre to announce 
plans for 1949. 





Irina Baronoya In 
Edinburgh Opening 
London, Nov. 2. 


Trir Baronova, U. S. actress- 
ballerina, opened yesterday (1) in 
Edinburgh in Noel  Langley’s 
“Farm of the Three Echoes,” with 
Griffith Jones and Mary Claire 
also featured. Play is skedded for 
a Christmas opening in London. 


Miss Baronova, who toured the 
U.S. summer theatre circuit last 
summer in “Dark f£yes,” had a 
brief run in the comedy this fall 
in the provinces and in London. 
She came out of the Ballet Russe 
to make her Broadway debut in 
“Follow the Girls.” 


according to | 


who have operated the’ 


Henry T. Weinstein is di-. 
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You’re Sweet, Too 

Office employees of the Dra- 
matists Guild were recently 
fioored by a letter from Joseph 
Kipness, co-producer of “High 
Button Shoes.” It was a formal 
letter-of-agreement, addressed 
to the Guild and having the 
traditional “Gentlemen” greet- 
ing. However, it carried a 


Formula on Classifying Shows Holds 








’ hand-written postscript, “I 
think you’re sweet.” 


Turned out that the letter | 


had followed a series of tele- 
phone conversations between 
Kipness and Luise Sillcox, an 
executive of the Guild, regard- 
ing an authorship contract. 
The producer had impulsively 
added the postscript in appre- 
ciation of the way the matter 
had been handled. 


Femme Star, $75,000 In 
New Backing, Sought To 
Revive ‘That’s Ticket’ 


Plans for the revival of “That’s 
the Ticket,” which expired last: 
|month during its Philadelphia try- 
| out, now hinge on book revisions, 
a couple of new songs, getting a 
femme star and $75,000 new back- 
_ing. Joseph Kipness, producer in | 
| association with John Pransky and 
| Al ‘Beckman, huddled last week 
with those involved, and will do| 
so again this week. 

Among those mentioned as 
sought to star in the musical com- | 
|edy are Betty Hutton and Martha 
| Raye. Meanwhile, Julius and Philip 
—— are rewriting the book, 
| Harold Rome composing new music 
and Robert Gordon is now set to 
| direct, succeeding Jerome Robbins, 
who will confine himself to staging | 
| the dances. Approximately $215,- | 
| 000 was spent on the original pro- 
| duction. 
| | 


WHEN MOPPETS MOP UP © 


‘HAMLET,’ WHAT'S LEFT? | 


| . Pikeville, Ky., Nov. 9. 
To the cast of the Barter Theatre 
production of “Hamlet,” 











which | 
opened a tour last week in the | 
| auditorium of the local high school, | 
| the balance of the season will | 
probably seem just routine. When | 
| the curtain rose on the battlements | 
of Elsinore, the actors found them- | 
selves facing an audience of beady- | 
| eyed moppets of from six to 10 
years of age in the first four rows. 
None of the urchins had ever | 
seen a live show before, but they 
quickly got hep to the action and | 
by the time the final scene had | 
arrived, were audibly urging the | 
hero, “Kill him, kill him, kill him,” | 
_in unison. Actors later said they | 
‘found the experience “stimulat- | 
ing.” 


“Whitehead-Rea ‘Medea’ 
Cut 56 Down, 3% Gross 


Robert Whitehead & Oliver Rea, 
who produced “Medea” on Broad- 
way, received a $5,000 down pay- 
ment and are getting 3% of the 
gross from Russell Lewis & How- 
ard Young for the road presenta- 
tion. No other rights are involved 
and the deal stipulates that Judith 
‘ Anderson, who starred in the Rob- 
inson Jeffers work on Broadway, 
must appear on tour. 


Other requirements are that the 
road run must be continuous, ex- 
cept for an interruption of no more 
than 14 days in case of illness of 
any of the three leads. Layoff dur- 
ing June-August is permitted, but 
if the tour is resumed in the fall 
of 1949, it must open by Sept. 15 
and notice must be given Aug. 1. 

Incidentally, the reason White- 
head & Rea agreed to pay 30% of 
their profits (from all productions 
of the play anywhere, regardless 
of whether she has the leading 
part) to Miss Anderson, was that 
Jeffers, who dedicated his adap- 
tation to the actress, also gave her 
complete authority to make the 
production deal. 





- 





| well as the show’s first ensemble | 


ingenue role. Originally played by 
| Beverly Janis, who left the show | 


Dramatists Guild’s 11 


Annual membership meeting of 
the Dramatists Guild, held yester- 


| day (Tues.) elected 11 members to 
|the organization’s council. 
' named were Betty Comden, Russel 
| Crouse 
(incumbent), Dorothy Fields, James 


Those 
(incumbent), Owen Davis 


yow, Lillian Hellman (incumbent), 
Richard Lewine, Milton Pascal, E!- 


!mer Rice (incumbent) and Robert 


E. Sherwood (incumbent), all to 
serve until 1951, and Arthur Kober 
(incumbent) to serve until 1949. 

Officers were not up for election 
this year. Moss Hart remains presi- 
dent, George S. Kaufman vice- 
president, and Herbert Kubly sec- 
retary. Mills Ten Eyck is execu- 
tive-secretary and Luise Sillcox 
secretary to the council. 


Wholesale ‘Girls 
Pre-B way Switch 


New Haven, Nov. 9. 
Michael Todd’s new musical, “‘As 





|The Girls Go,” hit town after its, 
| Boston break-in 


with enough 
changes from the original pattern | 
for the new setup to have been | 


staged by a chameleon operating | 
a jigsaw. Show has been altered 
radically, and daily shifts had cer- | 
tain segments performing in re-| 
hearsal costumes because new out- 
fits would not be ready until 
preview shows in advance of Sat-. 
urady’s (13) Winter Garden, N. Y., 
opening. 

What apparently started out in’ 
the Hub as a book show split its | 
binding along the way and now 
shapes up with many pages of the 
original story in the discard. As a 
matter of fact, the show will prob- 
ably ine up at the Gotham barrier | 
as a typical gals-and-gags revue of 
high-class burlesque caliber, with 
plenty of emphasis on Bobby Clark. | 

A complete new production num- 
ber, “American Cannes,” was =“ 
serted at first performance here. | 
Re-costuming of this number, as | 
flash, was in the works as show | 
left town. “Nobody’s Heart But | 
Mine” was another vocal added | 
starter. In line with a Todd super- | 
stition, finale has been staged only 
visually (set and costumes), with | 
business omitted as of now. Todd | 
considers it an omen of ill luck | 
to give a musical ending its final | 
polish before its Broadway open- | 
ing. 

Local stand finished up with a 
second cast change in the singing 


during the Boston run, part was 
temporarily combined with Kath- 
ryn Lee’s premiere danseuse role. 
then taken over by Martha Wright. 
who sang the Boston tagend and 
the complete local stand. As more 
and more book was abandoned, it 
became apparent that Miss 
Wright’s stage personality was not 
for this particular production, and 


Betty Jane Watson was signed on 


for the Broadway opening. A cast 
addition brought in Richard Dana 
doing a straight for Bobby Clark. 
Todd has had his headaches 
since tackling this musical. There 
have been financial, as well as 
technical ‘his property man, Abe 
Currand, died in a local hospital), 
obstacles to hurdle but he seems 
to have passed the peak of pre- 
Broadway problems as of now. 
Biz here has been SRO. 


Mary Chase Sails 


Mary Chase, author of “Harvey,” 
sailed Sunday (7) on the Queen 
Mary to sit in on the preparations 





_for the London production of the 


Jane Cowl-Davis Guests 
For Univ. of K.C. ‘Queen’ 
Kansas City, Nov. 9. 
Jane Cowl will guest-star, and 
Broadway producer Blevins Davis 
will guest-stage the Univ. of Kan- 
sas City production of Maxwell An- 


derson’s “Elizabeth the Queen” 
here Dec. 6-11. 


Show will open the college's new 
jcommunity theatre. i 


comedy. “Harvey” tries out Dec. 
13 in Birmingham. Miss Chase in- 
tends going on to Paris without 
waiting for the London premiere. 
She is accompanied by Janet 
Cohn, her agent, of the Brandt & 
Brandt office. 

Brock Pemberton, original pro- 
ducer of “Harvey” and associated 
in the London presentation, also 
sailed on the Elizabeth, but Mrs. 
Pemberton, who has been ill, re- 
mained behind. 


Up League-AFM Pact; Wages Settled 


* New 


agreement between the 
‘League of N. Y. Theatres and Local 
802, American Federation of Musi- 
cians, now hinges on a formula for 
classification of Broadway shows. 
Matter of wage scales has been 
settled, reportedly at a raise of 
742% over the prevailing rate. 
However, that doesn’t become final 
until the entire new contract is 
worked out. 

Producers-theatre owners’ organ- 
ization hopes that by setting up a 
formula for classifying shows it 
may avoid such incidents as the 
union’s recent decision to rate 
“Summer and Smoke,” at the Music 
Box, N. Y., as a musical play, there- 
by increasing the number of musi- 
cians required. The idea would be 
that by having a known yardstick 
for such matters, the producer of 
a show would be able to figure in 
advance what the musician employ- 
ment requirements would be. 


Spokesmen for the League were 
to have met last week with repre- 
sentatives of the Assn. of Theatri- 
cal Press Agents & Managers re- 
garding the latter’s bid for a salary 
boost. Confab was postponed un- 
til this week, however. Purpose 
of the huddle was to see if the 
matter could be settled without 
bringing in an impartial arbiter, as 
previously planned. 

League’s contract with the Treas- 
urers & Ticket Sellers’ Union, Lo- 
cal 751, IATSE, doesn’t come up 
for reconsideration until next June. 
It’s a continuous deal, subject to 
annual adjustment. James Murphy, 
permanent secretary-treasurer of 
the union, is now alse temporary 
business manager, succeeding Mor- 
rie Seamon, who resigned to be- 
come treasurer of the Morosco the- 
atre, N. Y. A permanent biz man- 


lager will be elected next June. 


Walter O’Conner, treasurer of the 
Hudson theatre, N. Y., is president 
of the organization and Charles 
Bowman, treasurer of the 46th 
Street, N. Y., is vice-prez. Both of- 
fices are unpaid. 


Government Suppert For : 
Legit Set For Agenda 
At N.Y. Astor Confabs 


Conference of theatrical groups 
scheduled for the Astor hotel, 
N. Y., tomorrow afternoon (Thurs.) 
will be merely a preliminary ses- 
sion to outline the general eco- 
nomic problem facing the legit 


stage, with the idea of hoiding a 
full-scale confab on the subject 
next January. Although numerous 
organizations and individuals have 





‘asked to be present, attendance is 


being limited to representatives of 
various theatrical unions and such 


,outfits as the League of N. Y. The- 


atres, American National Theatre 
& Acedemy, agents’ association, 
etc. Session has been called by 
Actor Equity Assn. 

There will apparently be no at- 
tempt made to “sell” those present 


/on underwriting an exhaustive sur- 


vey of the theatre, as proposed in 
the Nathan report fimanced by 
Equity last spring. Sueh a study 
would cost over $300,000, Which the 
other legit organizations have 
shown little inclination to share. 
Instead, it’s hoped that at tomor- 
row’s meeting the overall theatre 


may be discussed, so that the vari- 


ous groups can formulate sugges- 
tions for improving conditions. 
These suggestions would be dis- 
cussed in detail at the big confer- 
ence in January, possibly lasting 
two or three days. 

It’s expected that one of the 
proposals to be advaneed tomorrow 
as a subject for consideration in 
advance of the January confabs 
will be for Government support for 
the theatre, possibiy through the 
creation of a department or office 
of fine arts. Such an agency might 
parallel the Arts Council of Great 
Britain, through which the British 
government subsidizes the stage 
and other arts. 


It had first been planned to ex- 
clude the press from tomorrow's 
session, but the decision was re- 
versed last week and reporters will 
be admitted. 





Martin Levine and Oliver Unger 
planning dramatization for Broad- 
way, in association with the 
Shuberts, of “Four Steps in the 


: Ciouds,” new Italian film. 
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Balked 


Charles L. Wagner, vet opera- 
concert impresario, is facing an 
injunction, a $50,000 libel suit 
and another $50,000 damages suit 
from the New Manhattan Opera 
Co., on charges of slander and un- 
fair competition. N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Aaron J. Levy is- 
sued a temporary injunction Oct 
29 restraining Wagner from “In- 
terfering’” with NMOC activities, 
with the injunction hearing set for 
Nov. 16 

NMOC, 
and 
claims 


through its treasurer 
attorney, Norman W. Schur, 
that Wagner, and other 


Bookings Claimed as Wagner 
Is Sued for $100,000 in Damages 


fellow-members of the League of 
Grand Opera Producers, were at- 
tempting to keep the new outfit 
from making tour bookings. On 
Oct. 29, NMOC filed suit for libel 
and damages against Wagner, 
claiming in its brief that he ‘‘mali- 
ciously” induced several local 
managers—including Parker Sam- 
uels, Lancaster, Pa.; Paul Spor, 
Cleveland; General Motors, De- 
troit: Defiance College, Defiance, 
O.: The Barbers Union, Buffalo— 
to cancel NMOC appearances. 
NMOC also claims that Wagner, 
using stationery of the League, 
had “slightingly” referred to them 


| as “fly-by-night,” calling them an 


who don’t deliver the goods.” In 
his application for the injunction, 
Schur also charged that “the tieup 
between Wagner and the League 
is unfair competition.” 

Wagner, who has been touring 
an opera troupe around the coun- 
try for many years, denies all of 
NMOC’s charges, although Schur 
claims he has photostatic copies 
of letters involved. NMOC was 
founded last year with Frank Foti, 
conductor, as president. Willard 
Matthews, concert manager, is the 
booking egent. 





Margaret Hartigan to Chicago 
for six weeks to promote visit of 
N.Y. City Opera Co., starting Dec. 
1....J. Alden Talbot to Paris on 
business for the Marquis de 
Cuevas’ Grand Ballet de 
Carlo . 


outfit of “aspiring operatic genii, 


Sette Pitt Mag Feud ).C, Legit Picture 


Pittsbufgh, Nov. 9. 
Nixon theatre’s mad-on at Bulle- | 

tin-Index, local newsmag weekly, | M Be Im d 

over editor Anson Campbell's re-| ay prove 

view of Theatre Guild show, “The | D Fl : 

legit house, had yanked regular | 

house ad and withdrawn critic | Reelection of President Truman 

passes from mag, B-I blasted back | last week, with the Democratic 

with full-page on freedom of press, | recovery of control of the Senate 


Silver Whistle,” lasted only a week. 
After Edwin Mappler, manager of 
t backing from Post-Gazette, | and House is seen as a possible 


and go 


'too, with an editorial denouncing | factor in a clarification of the pres- 


| playhouse for its action. 


Monte | ; 
land agreeing to forget the matter. 


}ent legit theatre situation in Wash- 
ington. Among Actors Equity lead- 
ers familiar with affairs in the capi- 
tal, it’s believed that before long 
the Government may relax its 
terms for lease of the Belasco the- 
atre there. In such case, various 
legit interests would bid for the 


In few days, however, Wappler 
had cooled off, and regretted ac- 
tion, which he said was the result 
of “heat of moment,” with Bulle- 
tin-Index accepting the apology 
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A BONANZA’? 


The Great Showplace For 
All lowa 


World’s Largest 





LIFE WITH FATHER! perf...........- 6,607.50 ’ 
TOMMY DORSEY—1 perf...... rea. * | 
XAVIER CUCAT—1 perf....... ora” * 
VOICE OF THE TURTLE—1 perf.......... 7,336.50 
UP IN CENTRAL PARK—1 perf.......... 11,225.50 
SPIKE JONES—1! perf.............. .++ 9,491.00 } 
CARMEN JONES—1 perf........... see 9,068.00 
HOUR OF CHARM—! perf......... sesee 9,926.00 
ee ee Tees .. 6,431.00 
STATE OF THE UNION—1 perf.......... 9,366.00 Y U R 
LAURITZ MELCHIOR—1! perf........... 6,508.00 
FRED WARING—2 perfs............ ... 16,314.50 
BLOSSOM TIME—1 perf.............. . 6,148.00 
| SPIKE SONES—1 porf................. . 9,372.00 1948.49 
BARRETTS OF WIMPOLE STREET—1 perf.. 9,549.50 
PAUL WHITEMAN—! perf............ » 9,642.00 |... eras 
: STATE OF THE UNION—1 perf......... 9,177.00 ‘eiigiit 3 ae iTl FRA Y 
THE RED MILL—4 perfs............... 22,788.50 guctemateee 
SPIKE JONES—=1 perf......... peaciexe 9,581.50 parm ty Tete 26 
| HARVEY ar gerie.........ccccccccees 16,234.50 — RARY MARTIN 
.} JOSE ITURBl—=] perf............000005 9,790.50 — gxeme Gry 
z SHOW BOAT—4 perfs................ . 32,445.00 foe guy Telephone D. C. Pet 
| ANNIE CET YOUR GUN=<8 ports... cisats0 I —Ncnaper, For-a Few Choi 
jee POrrs... 2. 2+ es ’ . n r or a Few iC 
OKLAMOMA!=<4 porls............-0.. 27,791.00 weit Aen -_ 
HOAGY CARMICHAEL—1 perf...... tees 7,542.50 pen Vates 
HORACE HEIDT<=1 perf............... 8,372.50 
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Shows, Performances 
OKLAHOMA!—8 perfs.... 


Legitimate Theater— 
Seating Capacity, 4,200 


Net 
ose. $90,277.50 












Owned, Operated and 
Promoted b 
Station KRNT 











53 PERFORMANCES NET $440,992 


BE SURE 


———_——_— 


house. 


Chief hitch last spring to the 

leasing of the Belasco was the 
Government’s stipulation that it 
must have the right to repossess 
the theatre without reimbursing 
the lessee for money spent on reno- 
vations. According to inside in- 
formation reaching Equity, that 
policy was adopted under pressure 
of Southern members of Congress, 
who wanted to prevent use of the 
theatre on a non-racial-discrimina- 
tion basis. It’s now figured that 
in view of Truman’s civil rights 
stand and his new influence with 
Congress, particularly after the un- 
successful Dixiecrat revolt, the 
Government terms for lease of the 
Belasco may be modified. 
If so, the theatre will almost 
surely be snapped up, possibly by 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy, despite the limited ¢a- 
pacity of the house and the money 
needed (estimated at around $200,- 
000) for renovations. Considering 
the size of the theatregoing audi- 
ence in Washington and the poten- 
tial gross involved, rental of the 
theatre would be a promising in- 
vestment. 

Marcus Heiman, who turned his 
National theatre there into a film 
house rather than accede. to 
Equity’s demand to drop his racial 
segregation policy, hasn’t indicated 
what stand the United Booking Of- 
fice, which he heads, might adopt 
toward the Belasco. But that’s dis- 
counted as a serious factor in the 
situation. 


Production Bids Wanted 
On Saroyan’s ‘Don’t Go’ 
& Revised ‘Jim Dandy’ 


William Saroyan, who has taken 
up permanent residence in New 
York, is asking stiff terms for the 
production of his new play, ‘Don’t 
Go Away Mad,” but is reportedly 
willing to modify his demands if a 
desirable management indicates 
serious interest. He’s also rewrit- 
ten an old play, “Jim Dandy,” and 
would like to arrange for its pres- 
entation in musical comedy form. 
Meanwhile, he’s temporarily cov- 
ering Broadway openings for The- 
atre Arts mag. 

The author is enthused over 
“Don't Go Away Mad,” the action 
of which occurs in the cancer ward 
of a hospital, and he disputes any 
idea that the locale might make,it 
uncommercial. However, he’s not 
sitting around until it is produced, 
but is working on other legit 
scripts and fiction. 


Radio 

















Markova, Dolin to Rejoin 
Ballet Russe on Coast 


Alicia Markova and Anton Dol- 
in, who appeared as guest artists 
this fall with the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo in its N. Y. and Chi- 
cago stands, signed contracts Mon- 
day (8) to join the touring troupe 
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for its San Francisco engagement, 
Nov. 29-Dec. 8 and Los Angeles 
run Dec. 10-18. 

Duo then is leaving for London 
to dance at the FEarl’s Court 
Stadium, Dec. 26 and 31. They'll 
be back in the U. S. in January 
for concert dates. 





Beaton Scripts One 


Cecil Beaton, whose previous 
i theatrical activities have been 
, oor limited to designing scenery and 

at costumes, has written a play, “The 


wane 





Bate 
_ ee 4 
x 





Gainsborough Girls.” It’s described 
'aS a raucous 18th-century period 
comedy. 

No production is set. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 
This Last 
Season Season | 

Number of shows current ......................; 21 30 
Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 434 486 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $556,400 $636,500 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows. . $10, 302,400 $10,209,300 
Number of new productions so far.............. 21 24 








Chi BO. Still Okay; 
Brig’ 346, Shoes 


Chicago, Nov 


Week of ns.g. weather Seal tT 
altered existing legit b.o. boom 
here. “Mister Roberts” and 


“Streetcar Named Desire” con- 


tinue at virtual sellouts, with mail | 


orders giving January as first 
availables. “Heiress” is picking 
up momentum after slow starter, 
hypoed by crix raves and chunky 
ads in the daily sheets. “Silver 
Whistle” under Guild sponsorship 
is doing neat biz, despite crix nix 
in its second week of a three-week 
ptay. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Brigadoon,” Shubert (5th wk) 
(2.100: $4.94). Moderate business 
with convention aiding; $34,000. 
“High Button Shees,” Great 
Northern (25th wk) (1,500; $6.18). 
Heavy matinee and convention ac- 
count for over $24,000; will close 
local engagement after Thanksgiv- 


ing. 
“Heiress,” Selwyn (2nd_ wk) 
(1.000: $3.71). Crix kudos hiking 


take $4,000 over opening week, 
with stout $15,500. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (9th 
wk) (1,334; $4.33). Fine week at 
almost $28,000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- 


ris (7th wk) (1,000; $4.33). Near- 
capacity biz; $23,000. 

“Silver Whistle,” Blackstone 
(2nd wk) (1,358; $3.80). Second 


week under Theatre Guild sub- 
scription holding at $13,500. 


G&S TROUPE $12,000 
IN 1ST TORONTO VISIT 


Torento, Nov. 9. 

On first Toronto visit, Breden- 
Savoy Gilbert & Sullivan troupe 
grossed a heavy $12,000 at the 
Royal Alexandra here, with 1,525- 
seater scaled at $3 top. Company 
will be back week of Dec. 6, fol- 
lowing Buffalo and Montreal en- 
gagements. 

Schedule here was six perform- 
ances of “Mikado,” one each of 
“Pinafore” and “Pirates of Pen- 
vance,” latter two sold out a week 
in advance. “Mikado” did virtual 
capacity. 


‘Birthday’ Unhappy 176; 








‘Blackouts,’ ‘Ear’ SRO, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Town's longruns continued at 
their usual pace last week but the 
sole visitor, ‘Happy Birthday,” 
failed to impress in its first frame 
at the Biltmore. Third week 
of the scheduled three-frame stand 
already has been cancelled. No 
new entries are due for a couple 
of weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El] Capitan 
(333rd wk) (1,142; $2.40). ame 
SRO $17,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Biltmore (1st 
wk) (1,636; $3,60). Lewis and 
Young production, starring Miriam 

opkins, only fair in first week 
with $17,000, brought in mostly 
from Theatre Guild subscription. 

“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas 
(21st wk) (388: $3). Usual capacity 
$7,000. 


‘Man’ $26,000, Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 9. 
Maurice Evans in “Man and Su- 
perman” 
week after an extended period of 





darkness and mounted a very ro-, 


bust $26,000 for the week. 

House is again dark until Nov. 
15 when Jean Dairymple brings in 
Charles Boyer in “Red Gloves,” di- 
rected by Jed Harris. 


‘Roof’ $15,800, Frisco 
San Francisco, Nov. 9. 

Town's only legit last week, 
“Raze the Roof,” with Jerry Lester, 
chalked up a nice $15,800 at the 
Tivoli (1,400; $2.88) for its seventh 
stanza. 

“Ed Wynn's Laugh Carnival” 
= Fine Day” bowed this 
wee 





opened Ford's here last | 





Roberts’ $28 000, 
24G, ‘Streetcar’ 23G 


Current Road Shows 
(Nev. 8-76) 
— Shubert, 





“ANegro” 


Philly 
(8-20). 


“Annie Get Your Gun”—Palace, | 


Youngstown (8-10); Aud., Roch. 
(11-13); Erlanger, Buff. (15-20). 


“Anne of the Thousand Days”— 


Forrest, Philly (8-20). 

“Blackouts of 1948’"—E] Capitan, 
L. A. (8-20). 

“Born Yesterday” — Hanna, 
Cleve. (8-20). 

“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Chi. 
(8-20). 

“Carousel” — Hartman, Col. 
(8-13); Victory, Dayton (15-17); 
Capitol, Wheeling (19-20). 

“Command Decision” — Stude- 


baker, Chi. (8-20). 


“Desert Song”—Playhouse, Win- | 


nipeg (8-13); La Crosse, La Crosse 
(15); Lyceum, Mpls. (16-20). 

“Escape Me Never’ — Plyhse., 
Wil. (8-13); Locust, Philly (15-20). 

“Finian’s 
Bost. (8-20), 

“For Heaven’s Sake Mother”’— 
Walnut, Philly (8-13). 

“Goodbye My Fancy” — Town 
Hall, Toledo (8-10); Erlanger, Buff. 
(11-13). 

“Happy Birthday” 
L. A. (8-20). 

“Harvey”—Colonial, Bost. (8-20). 

“High Button Shoes’’—Gt. North- 
ern, Chi. (8-20). 


— Biltmore, 


“Japhet”—Roval Alex., Toronto 
(8-13); Wilbur, Bost. (15-20). 
“Light Up the Sky” — Locust, 


Philly (8-13). 


“Lucia’—Phyhse, Wil. (18-20). 

“Man and Superman” — Nixon, 
Pitt. (8-13); Royal Alex., Toronto 
(15-20). 


“Medea’—Capital, Salt 
(9): KRNT, Des Moines (11); Univ., 
Columbia (13); American, St. Louis 
(15-20). ; 

“Mr. Roberts’ — Erlanger, Chi. 
(8-20). 

“Oklahoma!” — Majesty's, Mon- 
treal (8-13); Court, Spgfld. (14-17); 
Aud., Hartford (18-20). 

“Oklahoma!” — Aud., Nashville 
(8-10); Aud., Memphis (11-13); Col., 
Evansville (15-17); Union, Bloom- 
ington (18-20). 

“One Fine Day’—Geary, 
(8-20). 

“Red Gloves” — Shubert, N. 
Haven (10-13); Ford's, Balto (15-20). 

“Show Boat” — Royal, Victoria 


Frisco 


(8-9): Met, Seattle (11-20). 
“Silver Whistle’ -—— Blackstone, 
Chi. (8-13): Cass, Det. (15-20). 
“Streetcar Named Desire’’—Har- 
ris, Chi. (8-20). 
“The Heiress’ — Selwyn, Chi 
(8-20). 


“Winslow Boy”—WRVA, Rich- | 


mond (15-20). 


‘Show Boat’ Strong 
$31,000 in Split Wk. 


Vancouver, Nov. 9. 
Revival of “Show Boat,” in a 
one-night date in Tacoma and 
three-night engagement here, pull- | 
ed a combined gross of $31,000 last | 


week. 
Show divides this week between 
Victoria and Seattle. 


‘Girls’ 236 in 7, N. H. 


New Haven, Nov. 

“As the Girls Go.” doing a pre- 
Broadway brushup stand of five 
days at the Shubert (2-6), left town 
with a sizable hunk of coin in its 
wallet. Seven performances at 
$4.20 top clocked an approximate 
$23,000, fair for this 1,600-seat 
house. 

Tomorrow (‘Wed.) gets premiere 
of Charles Boyer in “Red Gloves’ 
for a four- day stand (10-13), and 
breakin of “Along Fifth Avenue,’ 
Willie Howard musical, occurs Nov. 
24-27. “Jenny. Kiss Me,” with 
i Leo G. Carroll, is due Dec. 2-4. 








Rainbow” — Shubert, | 


Webster Shakespeare Co. 


‘Does $1,200 (2) in Albany 
| I Rough Bus-Jumping Wk. 


Albany, N 


| speare Co. climaxed a week of en- 
gagements in college towns by pre- 
| senting “Macbeth” and “Hamlet” 


| to capacity audiences Friday (5) in| 


|the 950-seat Page Hall of State 

Teachers College. Company 
; grossed a good $1,200 w ith an 
| afternoon performance of 
beth” and a night “Hamlet” under 
auspices of the college’s Dramatics 
and Art Council. 

Additionally about a third of the 
matinee audience and half of night 
were admitted on student’s asso- 
ciation tickets. Reported that the 
company took $300 as its afternoon 
share and $700 at night. Reaction 
to “Hamlet” was better than to 
“Macbeth.” This was the first pro- 
fessional show sponsored by the 
| Dramatics Council sinee the Abbey 
Players were here 10 years ago 
and it’s believed to warrant others. 


Strangely, the two Albany 
dailies didn’t review either produc- 
tion. A rugged week of bus-jump- 
ing, with performances at St. 
Lawrence Univ. in Canton, Clark- 
son Tech in Potsdam, Skidmore 
College in Saratoga, Williams Col- 


The Margaret Webster “Shake: | 


“Mac- | 


| Mother,” 


lege in Williamstown and Benning- | 


ton Women’s College, in Benning- 
ton was climaxed by a Saturday- 
Sunday hop to Kalmazoo, Wis. 


Light’ 320,000; 
Allegro 21.56 
In Four, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov 


Playwrights are having a reaver" 
time getting the new Maxwell An- 
derson historical drama, “Anne of 
the 1000 Days,” open here. New 
show had its preem put back for 
the fourth time early yesterday 
(8) and tonight (9) sees it bow at 
the Forrest. Show will have one 
| performance under two weeks here 
and will probably continue tryouts 
elsewhere as Forrest now has a 
booking the week of the 22nd. 

There’s a lot of mystery wrapped 
around “Escape Me Never,” the 
Elisabeth Bergner starrer too. 
Originally skedded at the Locust 
Nov. 1, it was suddenly cancelled 
and then announced as re-booked 
at same house next Monday (15). 





M (Musical). 


Election Wallops B'way Grosses: 


‘People’ $10,500 in 5 Performances, 
‘Edward, ‘Mother, ‘Desire, SRO 


As usual, interest in the election | 


knocked Broadway theatre attend- 
ance into a_ spin. 


stanza, fell sharply election night 
and recovered slowly thereafter. 
Receipts were back to more or less 
normal by weekend, but the week’s 
grosses were severely hit, except 
for the shows with advance sell- 
outs. Midweek matinees were gen- 
erally brutal. Brokers were hit a 
couple of nights, having to swal- 
low some tickets rather than re- 
turn them to managements. 


This week brings two openings, 
“Bravo” tomorrow night (Thur.) at 
the Lyceum, and “As the Girls Go” 
Saturday (13) at the Winter Gar- 
den. Three preems are listed for 
next week, “For Heaven’s Sake, 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” 
and “Light Up the Sky.” There 
were no closings last week, but 
there may be at least one this 
week. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
O (Operetta). 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(130th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Felt 


| the general election night slump 


and suffered at the midweek mati- 
nee; week’s total down to $36,000; 


| due to bounce baek and probably 
| set for indefinite stay. 


den (M-1,519; $6). 


| Belasco (C-1,077; $4.80). 


| However, although press copy went | 


out, no ads appeared in last Sun- 
day’s drama sections and local 
Management say “they don’t know 
for sure” as to whether show will 
stick to original date or postpone 
aoe. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“For Heaven’s Sake, Mother,” 
Walnut (ist wk) (1,340; $3.25). 
Crix all rapped this new comedy 
which preemed Tuesday and kept 
election crowds in seats until mid- 
night; $6,700 in 
ances wasn’t too bad, considering. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Locust (lst 
wk) (1,580; $3.90). Crix liked this 


one plenty although there was 
some adverse word-of-mouth on 
last act. Got a walloping fine $20,- 


000 in first of two weeks. 
“Allegro,” Shubert (Ist wk) (1.- 
877: $4.55). Opened Thursday and 
won rave notices. First two weeks 
on ATS subscription but gross of 


$21,500 for initial four perform- 


ances made it look as if lowered 
subscription won't hurt this one’s 
gross top as it does some. That’s 
because of Shubert’s big lower- 
fioor capacity. 


‘Born’ 106, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 

Apparently “Born Yesterday” got 
everything that was coming to it 
two seasons ago when it played 
Nixon for a fortnight. Last week 
it came back and got excellent no- 
tices again, but reviews and couple 
of film personalities in the cast, 
Jean Parker and Lon Chaney, 
couldn’t overcome the general dis- 
interest and it wound up very 
poorly at around $10,000. 

Comedy got a bad break coming 
around on Election Week. Biz 
picked up sharply after midweek 
but not enough to make up for 
early slack. 


‘Medea’ Mild 15G, Seattle 
Seattle, Nov. 9. 
“Medea,” starring Judith Ander- 
son, proved very disappointing at 
the 1,500-seater Metropolitan, land- 
ing a mild $15,000. 
} House was scaled from $3.75. 








“As the Girls Ge,” Winter Gar- 
Musical com- 
edy with book by William Roos, 
score by Jimmy McHugh and Har- 
old Adamson, presented by Michael 


/Todd, opens Saturday night (13). 


“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (144th 
wk) (C-993; $4.80). Long-runner 
was also hit by the prevailing skid; 
off to $12,500; moved Sunday (7) 
to the 940-seat Henry Miller. 


“Bravo,” Lyceum (CD-993; $4.80). | 


Ferber and 
presented by 
opens tomorrow 


Comedy by Edna 
George Kaufman, 
Max Gordon, 
night (Thur.). 
“Edward, My Sen,” Beck (6th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). One of the 
few shows with enough advance to 
get standee trade election night 
and midweek matinee; $28,300. 


“For Heaven’s Sake, Mother,” 
Play by 
Julie Berns, presented by David 
Kay, opens Tuesday night (16). 
“Harvey,” 48th St. (211th wk) 
(C-921; $4.20). Long-run leader 
was also knocked down by the gen- 
eral business dive; fell to $12,000. 


“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(57th wk) (M-1.900; $6). Smash 


musical was off to a trifle over. 


$45,000, but is expected to re- yy) (1.750: $4.80). 


huge house: Eddie Foy and others | keeps this one just below estimated 


gain its former great pace at this 


from the Chicago company took 
over the leads here for tne next 
few weeks, while Phil Silvers is 


hospitalized. 
seven perform- 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (20th 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). This time the 
skate show joined the general 
trend; down again to $38,000 and 
will probably continue to ebb as 
the season progresses, as usual. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (28th 
wk) (1,659; $6). Felt the prevailing 
slump; subsided to a trifle under 
$42,000. 

“Life With Mether,” Empire (3d 
wk) (CD-1,082; $4.80). One of the 
exceptions that rode a strong ad- 
vance to sellout houses for all per- 
formances; $24,100. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (5th wk) 
(M-1,319; $6). This was one of the 
shows where theatre parties helped 
resist the down-pull; $38,500. 

“Magdalena,” Ziegfeld (7th wk) 
(O-1,628; $6.60). Also off a bit to 
almost $35,000, below operating 
costs; but the management indi- 
cates the intention to continue in- 
definitely. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (43d wk) (R-1,160;.$6). Also 
feit the rough going; siid to $23,- 
800; will probably have to move 
shortly for an incoming production. 

“Mister Roberts.” Alvin (38th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). The advance 
sale here was enough to get 
standee trade again; $35,000. 

“My Romance,” Shubert (3d wk) 
(O-1,387; $6). Theatre Guild sub- 
scribers are the principal trade at 
this Shubert operetta; off to $17,- 


, 500; may be taken off shortly to 


make way for 
sand Days.” 
“Private Lives,” Plymouth (5th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Noel Coward 
revival was also hit, easing to $25.- 
400, which is plenty profitable. 
“Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (39th 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Double bill 
was affected by the downtrend: 


“Anne of the Thou- 


Business last | 
week started below the previous. 


sagged to $11,200, but gets a profit 
at that figure. 

“Set My People Free,” Hudson 
(lst wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Theatre 
Guild’s first presentation and sec- 
ond subscription offering of the 
season got a divided press and 
pulled about $10,500 for the first 
five performances; chances seem 
doubtful. 

“Small Wender,” Coronet (8th 
wk) (R-998; $6). New revue sub- 
sided to $24,000, but should re- 
cover; has been earning an operat- 
ing. profit. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 
more (49th wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Longest-run sellout had enough ad- 
vance to do capacity all perform- 
ances; $27,200 and still not an un- 
sold ticket as it approaches the 
one-year mark; remarkable for a 
serious drama. 

“Summer and Smeke,” Music 
Box (5th wk) (D-1,012; $4.80). New 
Tennessee Williams play had an 
offish midweek matinee, but eve- 
nings are always strong; contro- 
versy in the press and by word-of- 
mouth is figured a help; about $21,- 
600, still plenty potent. 

“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(25th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Molnar 
revival dipped again to $12,000, 
which is profitable. 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(4th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Another 
show that’s selling out; $36,800. 


Finian's $33,000, 
Bravo!’ $6,000, 
Boy 156, Hub 


Boston, Nov. 9. 


Not an opener this week, first 
time since first of September, but 
the five shows in town are doing 
okay save for the debut offering of 
the Boston Repertory Assn., which 
got off to a good start Friday (5) 
and looks like it will build. Its 
first, “Road to Rome,” was well 
liked and company got a big send- 
off except from the Christian 
Science Monitor, which wouldn’t 
accept its ads. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Bravo!” Wilbur (2d wk) (1,200; 
$3.60). Second week got estimated 
$6,000, which isn’t bad for a show 
that got no help at all from the 
crix. 

“Finian’s Rainbew,” Shubert (3d 
Steady biz 





$33,000. 

“Harvey,” Colonial (7th wk) (1,- 
500; $3.60). Jumped back close to 
an estimated $16,000, okay. 

“Road to Rome,” Copley (1,200; 
$2.25). First offering of the Bos- 
ton Repertory Assn. and company 
well-liked, but will need all the 
help it can get to survive in this 
star town. First three perform- 
ances, following opening Friday, 
got an estimated $2,000. 

“The Winslow Boy,’ Plymouth 
(Ist wk) (1,200; $3.60). Here under 
Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Seciety auspices, tis one was 
given a nice sendoff and got an 
estimated $15,000, which is okay 
for no marquee attraction. 


Carroll-‘Fancy’ 2436, 
‘Carousel’ $32,700, Det. 


Detroit, Nov. 9. 

Theatre attendance was perky 
here last week, despite the distrac- 
tion of the election. Stimulus was 
figured to be the strong attractions, 
one being Madeleine Carroll as star 
of the pre-Broadway tryout, “Good- 
bye, My Fancy,” the other the re- 
turn engagement of the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical, ‘Carousel.” 

“Fancy” pulled an_ estimated 
$24,500 at the Shubert-Lafayette, 
and “Carousel” grossed a potent 
$32,700 at the Cass. 


Blackstone 116, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Nov. 9. 

Harry Biackstone and his magie 
extravaganza wound up its two- 
week stand at the American Satur- 
day (6), eight performances gar- 
nering an estimated $11,000. B.o. 
for the two-week stand was $21,000, 
with the 1,700-seat house scaled to 
$2.54. 

“Medea,” with Judith Anderson, 
is due next Monday (15). 
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Plays Out 


. od + 
Ed Wynn's Laugh 
Carnival 
San Francisco, Nov. 7. 
Paul Small production of musical revue 

Stars Ed Wynn, Phil Baker, Allan Jones, 
Pat Rooney, Betty Reilly, Sid Silvers, Dick 
and Dot Remy, Marion Harris, Jr., the 
Hermanos Williams Trio, Lola Kendrick. 
Zell Russell and Jean Spangler. Opened 
at Curran theatre, San Francisco, 
Nov. 7, *48. 


“Ed Wynn's Laugh Carnival” 
points out what is meant by “the 
ood old days at the Palace. 
Pris o laughed itself silly and 
cried into its nostalgia right up to 
the brim as “Carnival” peeled ofl 
under the comic wizardry of Ed 
Wynn 

Wvnn himself sparks the entire 
performance with wit and know- 
how. The Paul Small melange 1s 
definitely set for a hefty run the 
next three weeks. Word-of-mouth 
will spread quickly that the Cur- 
ran has a hit; good news travels 
fast in Frisco, which remembers its 
own “orpheum days” with a soft 
glow. 

Opening the “Laugh Carnivat’ 
with his traditional tomfooleries. 
outlandish costumes and all, Wynn 
quickly takes the audience over 
with his hokum and then bows In 
the Hermanos Williams Trio, who 
score solidly with their rhythmic 
acrobatics and smart costuming. 
Second to take the spot is blond 
Betty Reilly,. billed as “the Irish 
Senorita.” who has more than ade- 
quate singing appeal, plus a sur- 
plus supply of chic and Vitality. 

Phil Baker and Sid Silvers, do- 
ine the vaude standard which 
served them two decades ago when 
Baker was billed as “a bad boy 
from a good family” and Silvers 
was one of the best singing stooges 
in the business, come up third to 
panic the customers. The old corn, 
even though somewhat worn 
around the edges, still has enough 
to convulse the seat-warmers. 

Throughout all of the foregoing, 
and for the remainder of the show, 
Wynn weaves in and out among the 
acts. seasoning them, highlighting 
them, giving them added tone and 
color. Wynn's sentimental bring- 
ing-on of Pat Rooney, Sr., evokes 
an ovation for the dancer, and his 
three items. including “the daugh- 
ter of Rosie O’Grady,” shakes the 
rafters. A joint comedy bit bs 
Wvnn and Rooney is a further bell- 
ringer. As a strong closer to the 
first act, Wynn turns in his old re- 
liable “costume designer” routine 
with the aid of three long-legged 
models. 

The second half of the “Carni- 
val” is as good show biz as the first 
Opener of stanza has Wynn and 
his “inventions,” which sock the 
customers plenty. Then Allan 
Jones, well tailored and _ singing 
strongly, clicks with “This Is the 
Moment,” “Beguine,” “Whiffenpoot 
Song” and “Donkey Serenade.” 
“Pagliacci” encore is a flash 
closer that brought a big hand. 

Nostalgia touches another high 

oint when Phil Baker brings on 

Marion Harris, Jr.. for whose 
mother, Baker, in the “good old 
days,’ purportedly wrote the song, 
“Did You Mean It,” which the 
younger Miss Harris and Baker, 
with accordion, sing together in 
the exact manner of Marion Harris, 
Sr. and Baker in the musical, 

“Lady in Spain’ 20 years ago. 
Miss Harris, in terrific blue gown 
and singing with sparkle in spite of 
some opening-night nerves, showed 
much savvy and promise. 

The “roll-in-the-aisles” point of 
the show comes when Wynn, in the 
costume of a physicel culture in- 
structor, joins with Dick and Dot 
Remy, acrobatic speciality, in a 
wildly hilarious sequence of hoke. 

It is Ed Wynn of “perfect fool” 





fame who turns in this  socko 
buffoonery. and it’s great vaude 
to the hilt. Bit by Wynn with 


Jones, with Wynn at mobile piano. 
is a pleasing closer, and Wynn. 
with “Good Night” candle in hand 
and in darkened house, does a 
soft finale pleaser. 

Vaude scenic drops are colorful, 


--.- 
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DRAMAS AND COMEDLES 
For Picture Names 
New York and Chieago Productions 
Some for road tours, with B’way later. 


HAR:.Y MEYER 
AUTHOR’S REPRESENTATIVE 
347 Madison Avenue 
Bet. 44th & 45th New York 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 4-1909 








of Town 


and fresh looking. Pacing and pro- 


|duction are excellent. Music is 
neatly handled by Jerry Freeman. 
Ted. 
Japhet 


Princeton, N. J., Nov. 6. 


John Yorke prduction of comedy in 
three acts (one scene) by Ronald Telfer 
and Pauline Jamerson. Stars Ernest 
Truex; features Vicki Cummings. Staged 
by Harry Ellerbe; setting and costumes, 
Wolfgang Roth. At McCarter theatre, 
Princeton, N. J., Nov. 6, °48; $3.60 top. 
Constance Vye Grace McTarnahan 
Harland Vye Judson Laire 
Sophie MacDonald Sylvia Field 
Japhet Meadowbrook Ernest Truex 
Nesta Madrigale Vicki Cummings 
James Howells Morton L. Stevens 


As theatrical fare “Japhet” 


rates one long yawn. Hollywood 
chances are equally slim. What 
boxoffice this production enjoys 


will come primarily from the fine 
acting of Ernest. Truex.and Vicki 
Cummings, whose pertormances 
were enthusiastically received 
opening night 

But even Truex and Miss Cum- 
mings cannot fully compensate for 
the shallow, slow-moving — story 
overladen with boudoir innuendos 
that somehow fall short of creat- 
ing that smart, sophisticated Noel 
Cowardish touch attempted. The 
incongruous yarn concerns a mid- 
dle-aged male virgin from England, 
one Japhet Meadowbrook. Japhet 
takes the advice of his London 
psychologist and comes to this 
country to sow a few wild oats. 
First stop: Connecticut home of a 
playwright-pal where Japhet im- 
mediately becomes involved with 
pal playwright’s wife, her house- 
keeper-companion and a charming, 
beautiful young trollop. Complica- 
tions arise when all three women, 
each with her own good reason, 
beat a path to his bedroom door. 

Despite the handicap of the 
script, Truex turns in a warmly 
humane and believable character- 
ization. 
quetoastish Japhet meets’ with 
ready audience sympathy. Miss 
Cummings scores heavily as the 
gal few men care to resist. Grace 
McTarnahan makes a good Connie 
Vye, and Judson Laire registers as 
her  playwright-husband. 
Field also impresses. 

Staging was at times 
tive, and also cumbersome, but 
former had the upper hand. Set 
and costumes were competently 
handled. but lighting was still 
in the experimental stage when 
caught. 


imagina- 


For Heaven’s Sake. 
Mother 


Philadelphia, Nov. 2. 


David Kay production of comedy in 
two acts (six scenes) by Julie Berns 
Stars Nancy Carroll and Molly Picon. 


Staged by Harry Wagstaff Gribble: set- 
ting and lighting, Leo Kerz. At W alnut 
St. Theatre, Philadelphia, opening Noy. 2, 


"48. ; 

Henry Wheeler........ St. Clair Bayfield 
Bob LAWFeNCe.....cscessee Alfred Garr 
Dick Lawrence ......+.. Charles Colby 


Lucinda Lawrence 
Edward Lawrence 
Lavinia 


SOCK WASTER... ccccceses Stiano Braggiotti 


Deedee Warren.........- Peggy Romano 
Susan Beresford ........-. Marian Russell 
a. rear Jean Pugsley 


‘de hnoee eee Richy Shawn 
a, Fer ee Ted Piumme: 
ee re ...Tom Kemp 
ee ee Dennis Dengate 
. Kae Molly Picon 

Loreen Margaret Draper 


Milton Rubin 
Joe Keneaghan 
Chauffeur 
Policeman 
Mrs. Rubin... 
Sara Louise . 


Philadelphia which doesn’t have 
too many non-musical preems, had 
one at the Walnut St. theatre to- 
night (2) that had the first-night 
audience gasping, but definitely 
not with enthusiasm. Julie Berns’ 
comedy wound its tortuous way for 
more than three and a half hours. 
with the final curtain very close 
to midnight. By that time a lot of 
the capacity house had breezed out 
to get election returns and missed 
some of the show's few redeeming 
scenes. 

Act I of Miss Berns’ opus is al- 


most a total loss from any view-, 


point, and it’s hard to see how even 


the most rigid kind of pruning 
and doctoring can bring any kind 
of order out of this theatrical 
chaos. “For Heaven’s§ Sake. 


Mother” is a muddled, confused 
play with a fairly good—if familiar 
—idea as its basic theme, and a 
couple of 
It's the story of a zany Larchmont 
family consisting of a father who 
is a fairly successful actor, mother, 
circa 40, who was once a chorus- 
girl and who wants to return to 











in jeopardy. 


FOR STAGE 





WANTED 


REPUTABLE PRODUCER TO PRODUCE 


A comedy drama, telling a story of a soul in travail. 
A person going through the fiery ordeal of trial and error, 
to the blazing illumination of self-realization. 


RECOMMENDED by MR. ELIA KAZAN and PROF, KENNETH ROWE 
(of the University of Michigan). 
D. Zuckerman, 2685 Valentine Ave., Bronx, N. ‘Y. 


A great aspiration 


OR SCREEN 








His portrayal of the mil- | 


Sylvia 


aaa Nancy Carroll | 
rere Herschel Bentley | 
Feasaes Jacqueline Andre . 


interesting characters. | 


| the stage, and two grown sons 


whom mama has always been in-| 
en- | 


clined to baby in a frantic 
deavor to conceal her own advanc- 
ing vears. 

Hubby can always get an en- 
gagement because he has talent, 
but the wife, who is strictly a ham, 
never gets a tumble, which is a 
source of continual 
the stage-struck and 
matron. This causes 
marital friction although the hus- 
band is portrayed as sincerely—in 
fact, passionately—in love with 
his wife. When the boys go into 
the army, Mama burns anew, and 
when they marry, she has a fit. 
Climax is reached when she learns 


attractive 


that she is to become a grand- 
mothe 

Best performance is by Moily 
Picon who doesn’t arrive on the 
scene until Act II but” easily 
dominates proceedings thereafter. 
Nancy Carroll, as the stage-struck 
wife, is less happy, although ex- 


tremely easy on the eyes. She was 
very ragged in her first-night per- 
formance but seemed to improve 
in her later scenes, especially those 


with Miss Picon. 

An important, if entirely ex- 
traneous character, is that of an 
aged and slightly balmy grand- 
father who imagines himself as 
Lincoln (and other historical per- 
sonages!. St. Clair Bayfield does 
a nice job by this role, which, of 


course, reminds one of the relative 
in “Arsenic and Old Lace’ who 
fancied himself to be Teddy Roose- 
velt. Some of the youngsters are 
appealing, particularly Peggy Ro- 
mano, Margaret Draper and 
Marion Russell, and Richy Shawn 


rates a hand as the son of the 
wardrobe mistress. 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble, who 
once directed another play about 


a screwy family (Noel Coward’s 
“Hay Fever’), makes something of 
the second act scenes but it’s a 
pretty hopeless job. Waters. 





Legit Followup 











Happy Birthday 
(NATIONAL COMPANY) 
(Biltmore, L.A.) 

Los Angeles, Nov. 2 

Last year, coast producers Rus- 
sell Lewis and Howard Young se- 
cured the road rights to “I Re- 
member Mama,” inked Charlotte 
Greenwood for the starring role in 
an inspired bit of casting, and 
promptly racked up a neat profit. 
This vear they've grabbed off the 
rights to “Happy Birthday,” for a 
similar tour with Miriam Hopkins 
starred. The results won't be any- 
where near the same. 

Success of “Birthday” on tour 
will rest squarely on the personal 
drawing power of Miss Hopkins, 
just as Helen Hayes was the po- 
tent draw in the original. 
piece itself, white diverting, is 
too flimsy to hold up as an attrac- 
tion, particularly at a time when 
customers are shopping so care- 
fully. 

Miss Hopkins gives the role of 
the Newark swinster-librarian 
broad treatment but fails to put 


into it the underlying sympathy it. 
performances are | 


demands. Best 
turned in by Margaret Irving and 
Enid Markey, both of the original 
New York company, and effective 
support is delivered by Philip 
Faversham as the bank clerk. 
David Gray's direction follows the 
pattern set 
Broadway, and the production 
benefits trom the original set by Jo 
Mielziner. Kap. 





Longhair Shorts 











Gene Ashley, tenor who was for- 
merly a theatre manager (Harris. 
N. Y.) and owner (Burke, Bronx), 


back in N. Y, after a concert tour. 
of occupation zones, and signed to | 


do a series of tele film shorts. . 
Peter Diamond, asst. 
Netherlands Opera, in N. Y. to line 


up talent for the Holland Festival | 
and Schevenigen | 


at Amsterdam 
jnext year (June 15-July 15) . 
| Doris Doree, former Met soprano, 
who’s been singing last two sea- 
sons at Covent Garden, London, 
due in N. Y. end of month, and 
giving recital at Town Hall Jan. 23. 
Fritz Busch is due in on the 
Jutlandia Friday (12) 
N.Y. Metopera opener, “Otello,” 
Nov. 29 . . Richard Korn con- 
ducting Gershwin’s “American in 
| Paris” and Copland’s “Appalachian 
Spring” in Rome . .. . Richard 
Monti, featured singer in “A Flag 
Is Born” two seasons ago on Broad- 
way, to be soloist with Interna- 
| tional Symphony in Brooklyn to- 
morrow (11)... . Ann Ayars, 
former Dr. Kildare series starlet. 
doing five lead roles during cur- 
ivent N.Y. City Opera Co. season. 


irritation to | 


frequent | 


The | 


by Joshua Logan on | 


director of | 
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Play on Broadway 


eee 
Set My People Free 
Theatre Guild (Altyn Rice, associate 


producer) production of drama in three 
|aets (0 scenes) by Dorothy Heyward. 


Features Juano Hernandez, Canada Lee, 
| Mildred Smith, Blaine Cordner, Frank 
| Wilson. Leigh Whipper. Directed by Mar- | 

tin Ritt: settings. Ralph Alswang: cos- 
tumes, Ernest Schraps: choral direction | 
and arrangements, Joshua Lee. At Hud- 
son. N. Y.. Nov. 3, °48; $4.80 top ($6 open- | 
ing? 

George Wilson .. Canada Lee 

tose Mildred Joanne Smith 

Denmark Vesey Juano Hernandez 
Capt. Wilson Blaine Cordne1 

Phyllis Marion Scanlon 


Gail Gladstone 
Leigh Whippet 


Eliza Wilson 
Guullah Jack 


Trader Henri Somer Alberg 
Morris Brown Frank Wilson 
OPT eee Tyler Carpenter 
The Mauma Bertha T. Powell 
Pompey Alonzo Bosan 
Tina Edith Atuka-Reid 
Aneas William Warfield 
Pharaoh William McDaniel 
Benbow Wanza I King 
Rachel ‘ Fredyve Marshall 
Adam Merritt Smith 
Cuppy Theodore Hines 
LE | eee ee ee ee Harry Bolden 
Lot ben aucemoasn es Louis Sharp 
SE cc esccrcesesbe George Dosher 
Sinah Musa Williams 
Blanche Urvlee Leonardos 
Peter Poyas . Earl Sydnor 
Jesse Blackwood .... Thomas Anderson 
Ned Bennett ia Earl Jones 


William Marshall 
Charles McRae 
John Boule 

Eric Burroughs 
Harold Des Verney 
Richard Silver 
Moses Mianns 


Rolla Bennett 
Monday Gell 
Perault Prioleau 
Mingo Harth 
Blind Philip 
Frank Ferguson 
Drummers. Samuel Brown, 


The Theatre Guild's first presen- 
tation of the season is an honest, 
dignified drama about an abortive 


slave uprising in Charieston in 
1822. It starts promisingly enough, 
but never really catches fire and 


finally sputters to a weak ending. 
It may have a moderate run, but is 
an unlikely bet to repay the cost 
of the six-set production. 

The play suffers from the fact 
that. it is based on history. For 
instead of going through with the 
violence presaged by the 
events of the first and second acts, 
it must cling to the actual record, 
which was that the slaves’ plot was 
discovered at the last minute and 
the insurrection suppressed. This 
not only deprives the drama of its 
logical climax, but provides an un- 
satisfying fate for the hero. 


The action covers a 12-year pe- 
riod. from the time Denmark Ve- 
sey, a self-educated former African 
tribal prince, renounces personal 
security and marriage in slavery, 
to the bitter defeat of his planned 
revolt and his capture by the mili- 
tia. Particularly through the early 
| scenes, as Vesey has the dream of 
freeing his people and as the secret 
movement grows, the play gathers 
considerable suspense. But the 
final scenes dissipate the effect in 
| torpid words. 

Juano Hernandez {fs fine in the 
downhill part of the Negro who 
| Sees himself as a modern Moses. 
| His vigorous performance gives 
| drive to the play, and his acting 
| combines directness, versatility and 

authority. Canada Lee has more 
| trouble with the complex and rather 
| Static part of the slave whose con- 
| flicting loyalties doom the rebel- 
lion and destroy him. 
Mildred Smith is appealing as 
(the faithful slave whom Vesey 
| gives up to devote himself to the 
| cause, while Frank Wilson regis- 
ters as a Negro preacher, Leigh 
Whipper is impressive as a conjur 
doctor and Blaine Cordner is 
plausible as the kindly but smug 
master. Martin Ritt’s staging lacks 
| variation and fails to overcome the 
mertia of the final scenes, although 
several of his group scenes are ef- 
fective. The choral 
| arranged and directed by Joshua 
Lee provide helpful atmosphere, 
and Ralph Alswang’s settings are 
simple but decorative. Hobe. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“Along Fifth Avenue”—Arthur 
Lesser. 


“Jenny Kissed Me”’—Michael El- 
lis and James Russo. Alexander 
H. Cohen, Clarence M. Shapiro. 

“Kiss Me, Kaie”’—Arnold Saint- 
Subber & Lemuel Ayers. 


“Lend an Far’’—William R. Kat- 
|zell, William Eythe, Franklin K. 
Gilbert 

“Make Way for Lucia”—Theatre 
Guild. 


| “The Young and Fair’—vVinton 
Freediey. 


‘ + , . . 
Annie’ 356 in Split 
Akron, Noy. 9. 
_ Road company of “Annie Get 
| You Gun” pulled a total gross of 
$35,000 last week in split-week 
dates in Cincinnati and here. 
_ Musical opened last night in 
Youngstown, 


to conduct | 





rising | 


backgrounds | 


‘EQUITY AGAIN TURNS — 
DOWN MARCH OF TIME 


Council of Actors Equity Assn. 
declined again yesterday (Tues.) to 
' permit its members to contribute 
their services for a March of Time 
documentary film dealing with the 
preparation of a typical Broadway 
production. MOT appealed the 
union’s recent decision involving 
a project newsreel based on the 
' Playwrights’ production of Max- 
well Anderson’s “Anne of the 
Thousand Days.” 

Equity leaders explained that in 
previously agreeing to allow pay- 
ment of the Screen Actors Guild 
rate of $45 a day, thev were al- 
ready making a concession from 
the regular Equity scale of one 
week’s salary for each day’s shoot- 
ing. 


‘Okla.”’ 446 in Atlanta; 
$42,600 in Worcester 


Atlanta, Nov. 9. 
Theatre Guild’s original com- 
pany of “Oklahoma!” drew a power- 
ful $44,300 here last week. with an 
extra performance’ Friday (3) 
matinee. It was the biggest week's 
take in local memory. 
$42,600 in Worcester 
Worcester, Mass., Nov. 9 
National company of “Okla- 
homa!,” playing a full eight per- 
formances here last week, grossed 
a sock $42,600. 





Gosch Seeks Allgood 
To Costar in ‘Bridget’ 

Martin Gosch, who's readying 4 
Broadway production of “Bridget,” 
by Herbert Cobey, goes to the 
Coast next week to sign Sara All- 
good as costar for the play. He 
hopes to get Geraldine Fitzgerald 
for the other star part and, while 
in Hollywood, sign a director for 
the show. 

Presentation will be in 
tion with Eunice Healey. 


Legit Bits 


Jed Harris, staging 
Sartre’s “Red Gloves.” 
Horace MacMahon to grow 
tache, it’s claimed, because he’s 
“such a man-about-town and has 
been seen in sO many B pictures” 
; Equity Library Theatre will 

present “A Bell for Adano” for 
matinee and evening performances 

Saturday-Sunday (13-14) at Len- 
‘nox Hill playhouse, N. Y.... The 
Shuberts, who recently acquired 
the Belasco, N. Y., last week pur- 
chased the plot of ground on the 
northwest corner of Seventh ave. 
and 58th st., adjoining the Cen- 
tury, N. Y., which they operate... 
Margaret Sullavan is being sought 
to co-star with John Garfield in 
the new Clifford Odets play, “The 
Big Knife.” 

Edward Morley, co-author and 

co-star of “Edward, My Son,” at 
the Martin Beck, N. Y., is working 
on a new play Edward Knill 
will be general manager and Ward 
Bishop stage manager of “Kiss Me, 
Kate.” Knill is already g.m. for 
John C. Wilson’s revival of “Pri- 
vate Lives” ... Helen Talbot, for- 
mer film actress-wife of a GI stu- 
dent at Notre Dame, will star in a 
| production of “Guest in the House” 
jat Turner Little Theatre, South 
| Bend, Friday night (12), 
Deal is on for Walter Abel to do 
|a guest-star engagement in “The 
| Beaux Strategem” with the Rollins 
College theatre... . The Albu- 
querque Little Theatre wants the 
Same actor to guest in its produc- 
tion of “The Winslow Boy” next 
spring .... Blanche Yurka is be- 
ing sought to play the lead in the 
Topeka (Kan.) Civic Theatre pro- 
duction of “I Remember Mama” 
next April .... Max Gordon has 
invited the staff of the American 
National Theatre & Academy to 
attend tonight’s (Wed.) preview 
performance of “Bravo,” new Edna 
| Ferber-George S. Kaufman play 
| Which preems tomorrow night at 
i the Lyceum, N.Y. 

Winston O’Keefe, who organized 
| and directed the American Theatre 
| Wing GI program, was ‘voted a 

resolution of appreciation by the 
| Wing board last week on leaving 
for his New Stages Managing post 
|... . John Marriott, last on Broad- 
way in “Respectful Prostitute,” was 
| tested Friday (5) by 20th-Fox for a 
| role in “Come to the Stable,” due 
| for lensing next month . 

Leo Robin, composer of numer- 
ous film scores, arrived in New 
| York last week on the lookout for 
a legit musical comedy book for 
| which he would like to write the 
Score. He's also seeing the Broad- 


associa- 











Jean-Paul 
ordered 
a mus- 





j Way shows. 
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Literati 








Saroyan’s Drama Critiques { 
Gilbert W. Gabriel, recently | 
dropped as drama critic for the) 
new Theatre Arts mag, has con-,| 
sulted his attorney regarding the 
status of his contract with Alexan- 
der Ince, the publisher. Mean- 
while, William Saroyan is covering 
first-nights for the publication on a 
gratis basis as a friendship gesture 
to Ince. He'll handle the assign- 
ment only for tffe forthcoming 
issue. Stark Young, formerly critic 
for New Republic, has been ap- 
proached to take over permanently. 
Understood Gilbert's contract 
called for him to get $250 per) 
article through the summer, but 
upping to $500 with the start of the 
fall season on Broadway. Gilbert 
is said to have suggested calling off 
the deal on a couple of occasions, 
but was persuaded to reconsider, 
subsequently being notified he was | 
through. 

Charles MacArthur, editor of the | 
mag, reportedly sought to iron out | 
the situation between Gabriel and | 
Ince. 





Screenland, Silver Screen Sold 

Ownership of Screenland and’ 
Silver Screen last week passed 
from Liberty Magazine, Inc. to J. 
Fred Henry, head of the Henry 
Publishing Co. Purchase of the 
two fan mags was revealed by 
Henry, who at one time was a Dell | 


Publishing Co. veepee. Amount 
involved in the deal was undis- 
closed. 


First issues oi Screenland and 
SS under Henry’s aegis will be the | 
February, 1949 numbers. Sale of 
the publications by Liberty re-| 
portedly was due to a desire of the | 
seller to concentrate its attention | 
exclusively upon Liberty mag itself. 





NNPA Convention Set For N.Y. 

National Newspaper Promotion | 
Assn. will hold its 1949 convention 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, N.Y., April 
20-22 according to an announce- 
ment made last week by convention 
chairman Irvin S. Taubkin, of the 
N.Y. Times. 

Others on the convention com- 
mittee are: George Allen, N_Y. 
Herald Tribune; Lawrence W. 
Merahn, N. Y. Sun: Sumner Collins, 
N.Y. Journal-American; Alex Gross, 
N.Y. Post Home News: Duncan 
Miller, N.Y. Mirror; George Morris, 
N.Y. News; Hazen Morse, N.Y. 
World-Telegram; John Oittinger, 
Jr., Bureau of Advertising; and 
Ivan Veit, Times. 





Cerf Clicks Again 


Bennett Cerf has whipped up| 
anec- | 


another nifty anthology of | 
dotes, etc., titled “Shake Well Be-| 
fore Using” for Simon & Schuster | 
publication ($2.95), as a sequel to. 
‘Try and Stop Me.” Like the 
former best seller, Cerf’s collec-. 
tion of impressions and anecdotes | 
—with accent on the humorous—- | 


is an orderly, well-arranged work | 


accordihg to groupings, such as! 
Hollywood, theatre, newspapermen, 
literati (books, authors, publishers), 
radio, sports, society and the like. | 


picture will be released. Shane has 
rejected the original title as am- 
biguous for pictures and is cur- 
rently casting around for a new 
marquee monicker. 








Philly’s Book & Author Grubfest 
Philly Inquirer had a_ varied | 
group of guestees at its Book and 


Author luncheon held yesterday 
(Tues.) at the Warwick Hotel, 
Phila. Folk singer Burl Ives 


warbled his “Blue Tail Fly” among 
other of his ditties and also dis- 
cussed his latest tome, “The Way- 
faring Stranger.” 


Also on hand were Betty Me- 
, Donald (“Egg and I,” “Plague and 


I’), Congressman Sol 
commented on_ his 
raphy’; as well as _ authoress 
Countess Palffy and Fiske Kim- 
ball, director of Philly's Museum 
of Art. Arranged by the Inquirer’s 
Promotion Dept., luncheon drew 
some 400. 


Bloom who 
“*Autobiog- 





CHATTER 

Edwin Duerr writing a book on 
“Radio Acting’ for Rinehart. 

Earl Wilson lecturing on “What 
Makes A Columnist Tick” at Rand 
School, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Mrs. Ted Thackrey, owner and 
editor of the N.Y. Post, off to 
Europe Sunday (7) on the Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Going Places mag, new amuse- 
ment guide, due to hit the stands 
in December according to its pub- 
lisher, Sidney H. Pelter. 

Doubleday & -Co. cempiling a 
dictionary of favorite quotations | 
and seeks contributions both old 
and new from any source whatever. 

Langston Hughes, lyricist and 
poet, with Arna Bontemps, edited | 
an anthology on “The Poetry of | 
the Negro” for Doubleday in Jan- 
uary. 

Maxson F. Judell, who is syn-| 
dicating his own newspaper col-| 
umn, “The Fun Shop,” is forming 
a company to handle cartoon strip 
features. 

British novelist G. B. Stern (“The 
Matriarch,” etc.) writes friends in 
Philadelphia that she has booked 
passage to the U. S. Jan. 29—for a 
lecture tour. 

Crowell Co. publishing Henry 
Denker’s “I'll Be Right Home, Ma” 
next Feb. 21. Author is a radio 
writer and the tome represents his 
first fiction work. 

Robert W. Minton moved over 
from the N.Y. World-Telegram’s 
feature staff to become the daily’s | 


| new book critic, replacing Harry 
| Hansen, upped to editorship of the 


World Almanac. 

The Shadow goes from digest | 
back to regular magazine form, as | 
a quarterly, and the original au- 
thor, Walter Gibson, again con- 
tracted to write the series for, 
Street & Smith. 

Steve Slesinger, owner of the 
“Red Ryder’ newspaper strip, 
closed a deal to plug the forth- 
coming picture, “Ride. Ryder, 


Ride,” in the “Ryder” comic book 
with an estimated 7,500,000 reader- 


ship. 


| the picture business. 


Carl Rose’s cartoons again add to| “Joan of Arc” has been published 
the general favorable impression.| in book form by William Sloane | 

“Shake Well,” even more than/| ($2.95) utilizing the Maxwell An-| 
when “Try And” was first publish- | derson-Andrew Solt text and_ the 











market, which means it’s an added | 
plus in its jikelihood for mass 
acceptance. Abel. 





Circulation’s Music Hypo 

Novel gimmick that’s aiding cir- 
culation as well as music is a na- 
tionwide tieup arranged recently 
by RCA-Victor and the Hearst. 
Newspaper Syndicate. for weekly | 
publication of simplified piano ar- | 
rangements of important Victor) 
records. 

Starting last month, Hearst 
papers from California to N. Y. 


(Journal-American included) have 
been running these _ simplified 
iano pieces, scored by Mark. 


hite, radio and legit music ar- : 


ranger. Arrangements are those 
of popular recordings in the class- 
ical and semi-popular division, 
chosen by the artists themselves as 
their ‘favorite’ composition. 
Claimed they're boosting circula- 
tion as well as the sale of those 
disks. 





‘Dukes’ Pix-Book Tieup 

Example of a motion picture 
stimulating sales of the novel on 
which it is based is seen in the 
case of “The Amboy Dukes,” which 
Maxwell Shane just completed 
producing and directing for Uni- 
versal. 

Anticipating an upsurge of in- 
terest in the novel sparked by the 


forthcoming release of the picture, | 


Avon Pub. Co. has run off a spe- 
cial printing of 100.000 copies of 
“Dukes” in a 25¢ edition. In addi- 
tion, publishers are readying an- 
other run of 200,000 copies which 
will bear the title under which the 


the Walter Wanger-Victor Fleming | 
(Sierra Pictures) film production. 
Frances Parkinson Keyes not) 
only trailerizes the famed restau- 
rant in her new novel, “Dinner at | 
Antoine’s” (Messner; $3) but also’ 
dedicates it to Roy Alciatore, heir 
of Antoine and Jules Alciatore, | 
head of the w.k. New Orleans, 
eatery. In addition, the present 
owner is utilized as a_ real-life | 
character in an otherwise fictitious | 
work. 


| “Back to People’ 


Continued from page 2 




















| ‘Flamingo 


is something they saw last night, | 
hence they’re fed up with it, be! 
it musicals, whodunits or whatnot. | 


|Give them something new and 


they'll respond. The main thing) 
today is intent and content. Pic- | 
tures must have individuality all 
their own, and they'll buy them) 
all right. And when they do, 
they’re your best ad; every cus- 
tomer becomes a walking two- 
sheet. You may suck them in with 
phoney merchandising the first 
day but the public prefers to be- 
lieve their friends, and not the 
ads. That’s why they resent pay- 
ing ‘A’ prices for ‘B’ product. 
They only know two words—it’s 
great or it stinks. 

“To prove what word-of-mouth 
means, Ben Kalmenson and Mort 
Blumenstock deliberately rushed 
‘Johnny Belinda’ into Atlantic 
City pre-Labor Day. They wanted 
the homegoing vacationists to ear- 


ry back with them the message 
they saw a ‘different’ picture at 
the shore. 


“Barnum was wrong; they’re not 
all suckers. Let’s try making wu» 


| to the public for a change. They’Il 


buy. Every time something new 


‘and different comes along they do. 


That goes for ‘Lost Weekend,’ 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ ‘Going My Way’ 
or, even if you give ‘em a new 
kink or a wrinkle like Zanuck did 
in ‘Sitting Pretty,’ or as we did 
in ‘Key Largo.’ ‘Largo’ was a flop 
Broadway play but has been such 


|a smash that Maxwell Anderson's 


agent thinks we oughta pay him 
something extra. Actually the 
$25,000 we paid for the rights was 
a faney figure considering the 
play’s short lffe. 

New Ideas 

“Talking about new ideas, how- 
ever, what happens? Look at the, 
same old product announcements. 
So many are the same thing all 
over again under a new title. They | 
think they’re dealing in insurance | 
but actually most of them turn out | 
tired road companies. 

“On the other hand, we also, 
undersell ourselves when we have 
a good one. I’ve seen some of the 
$6 legit musicals, and yet they 
squawk at $1.80 for ‘Easter Par- 
ade’! It just doesn’t make sense. 
True, maybe we can only give ‘em 
‘flat’ actors, but Judy Garland, 
Fred Astaire, Irving Berlin, even 
if they telephoned their act over, 
are beiter, with or without Tech- 
nicolor, than some of those tired 
Broadway shows which get $4.80 
and $6. But that comes under the | 
head of sucking in a public on! 
mediocrity with the same facility 
as when it’s a smash. 

“Now as for Hollywood, the 
source of it all. They say every- 
body has his own business and | 
Trouble is) 
that it’s getting to be that the pic- | 
ture business has its own racket | 


| and some other businesses as well. | 


Writers may be working on plays, | 
book and pet ideas but not! 
movie scripts. Executives have | 
been known to worry more about | 
horses, breeding and/or betting, | 
and other side-bar activities, than 
their main racket. Anyway, that’s 
cooling off because there is evi-| 
dence galore that it’s a ease of | 
buckling-down. You'd be surprised 


: i | . . | at the honest day’s work we're all 
ed, seéms well-timed to an escapist | Ingrid Bergman, et al., stills from) 


getting, from grips to stars. 


Goed Picture Breezes 4 

“And here’s one more thing; it’s 
easy to make a good picture. The 
lousy ones are the toughest. If you 
have a good script, and it all smells 
right, everybody’s hopped up; the 
star is enthused, right down the 
line, and it just breezes. Henry 
Koster did five full numbers in our 
new Danny Kave picture in 10 
days. Mike Curtiz brought in 
Road’ in seven weeks. 
for $1.200.000 instead of the sehed- 
uled 10 weeks. This is a Crawford- 
Greenstreet starrer, and that three 
weeks’ saving means $300,000- 


' $400,000 differential to the studio. 


‘In “Don Juan” the art department 


Bow, the slinky sophistication of 
Dietrich and Swanson—all these 
were showmanship on celluloid. 
We have no matinee idols, hence 
no matinee business. Give ‘em a 
Garbo and Taylor in ‘Caanille’ and 
you'll see what I mean. 

“Now we talk about untapped 
business. There’s really no ceilihg 





on a good picture. ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ proves that. The 
bromide of a $10,000,000 gross 


maximum is as wrong as the idea, 
not so long ago, that if you 
grossed $1,000,000 you hit a pret- 
ty good peak. Today you can't 
make ‘em for a million. 
The 4 A’s 
“My own four A’s for boxoffice 
are aggressiveness, anticipation 
and audience appeal. By aggres- 
siveness I mean it’s a mistake to 
give the public what it wants. 
What it wants, or thinks it wants, 


divised eight sets on turntables 
which in multiples of four different 
angles, gave us the effect of 32 
sets. Otherwise we couldn't afford 
che budget. 

“And that brings me to one more 
thing—costs. The public doesn't! 
eare if it cost $2 or $2,000,000, so 
long as it’s good. Even with huge 
spectacles, where size and num- 
bers might mean something for 
splash merchandising, the funda- 
mental must be that it’s a good 
show. That's what I mean by in- 
tent and content. The show’s the 
thing and the human chain reac- 
tion is vour best advertisement. 

“Did you ever hear them talk | 
about how much it costs to produee 
a book? They're all the same $2.75 
or $3. That is, they look the same. 
But the contents send some into 
the hundred of thousands, and the | 
others you can’t give away!” 
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By Frank Scully 


Cracked Corn, Mo., Nov. 6. 

In psychiatry it has long been known that “the night has a thoue 
sand I’s, the day but one.” It’s the “I” in a guy that drives him nute 
Especially at night. 

In fact, the letter “I” is so loaded with trouble that even readers 
of Scully’s Psychiatric Word Book of Hollywood cannot be spared the 
brutal details. After all, “Idea’’ comes under this category and every- 
one knows that there would be no trouble in Hollywood if certain 
people didn’t get ideas. Out of ideas come “think pictures,” and out 
of “think pictures” come investigating committees. The word “Ideal- 
ism” pops up in this section also, and all of us know how idealism is 
the driving power behind pictures like “Forever Amberger,” ‘The 
Emperor Schmalts” and “Drool in the Sun.” 

In fact, unattainable ideals are said to be behind addiction to mari- 
juana cigarets, blondes, bookies and outbursts of temper. These are 
escape-hatches, though it may be argued, and in fact is argued by 
aviation executives who double in the picture biz, that they are against 
the practice of smoking reefers because it’s a cheaper way of flying. 

But psychiatrists will tell, except for rages, that there are no cheap 
ways to fly, and rages often knock the old id around so badly a hypo 
of paraldehyde has to be administered by a pretty nurse to bring the 
patient back to his old calm scenery-chewing self. So read on, mes 
braves, and if smoke gets in your I’s, remember that Hollywood is now 
so full of smog, fog and grog even psychiatrists can’t see their patients 
on an adjoining couch on a clear day. The letter in today’s lessen, 
if by now you've forgotten, is “I.” 

I 


ID: The impersonality of the psychic considered apart from its ego. 
The pleasure-principle, so-called because it lacks all principle; blind 
desire springing from the unconscious. The id is’ lowest, then comes 
the ego, and above all the super-ego. 

IDIOCY: Id carried to the kindergarten of life. (1) People who 
never rise above two years of age. (2) Exhibitors who run three noisy 
low-budget westerns and as a “special added attraction” book Tex 
Ritter im person. 

IAMATOLOGY: Science of remedies. Script surgeons who tell pro- 
ducers, “Plant a wienie in the first reel and a chase in the sixth and 
you can turn this sickie into a quickie.” 

ICONOLATRY: Worship of images. More specifically, the worship 
of pictures. (1) Actors who invite you to their palatial homes to 
dinner and then make you sit through a series of rainy prints of silent 
pictures featuring their closeups. (2) Producers who keep portraits 
around of ex-wives whose maiden names they can no longer remember. 

ICTUS: The emphasized note in music; (2) in pathology, a seizure; 
(3) in pictures, the star system. 

IDEA: An experience not directly due to sensory stimulation: a 
psychological process having a symbolic function. It it’s a fixed idea 
and you can’t fasten it on to somebody else you have an unsold 
original. ¢ 

IDEALISM: Views of the world that in reality are out of this world. 
Plato, Berkeley, Hegel, Kant and Zanuck have all defined their ideas 
of idealism. In Hollywood, an actor who stares beyond the camera at 
the far-off hills when a tempting offer which would compromise his 
ideals proves mighty tempting. If it is refused because it would 


| throw him into another income tax bracket and cost him money, he 


is called ‘an actor who would not compromisé his ideals.” 

IDEE-FORCE: Fouillee’s term for an idea possessing dynamic prop- 
erties. (1) The DeMille idea that a combination of religion and nudity 
in a Biblical setting can’t miss; (2) Hitchcock’s belief that if he walks 
through one of his own pictures it’s practically the same as the word 
“sterling” on silverware. 

IDEOLOGY: Operation Intellectual. An 18th century term of Con- 
dillac exhumed by 20th centuryites like Martin Dies who think Con- 
dillac was a foreign car with a red body. 

IDEOPHRENIA: Insanity with marked perversion of ideas. Direc- 
tors who think (1) horsewhipping is entertainment; (2) dagger fights 
under water, ditto; (3) deformity, per se, a vice. 

IDIOGAMY: Restriction of male potency to habitation with one 
woman. 

IDIOLIA: Invented language, characteristic of individuals of low 
mentality. Characters who come out of previews exclaiming, “Ter- 
rific!”” ‘Nice picture, C. B.!"” “A money-picture, but positively!” “Tops 
Garbo at her best.” ‘‘Socko finish.” ‘Congrats in spats!” 

IDOPATHIC: A disease inherent in the patient’s constitution. Curious 
bystanders who have been shot in the back watching gangwars and 
spend the rest of their lives in bed tuning in on murder mysteries. 

IDIOT-SAVANT: Feebleminded persons with special talent in one 
or more fields, like checker-playing, mathematics, necking, special 
effects, mood-music or making A-trailers for D-pictures. 

IDOL: A prejudice which hampers the truth. Bacen cites four kinds 
of idols. Idola teatri, the worship of biology by biologists and of ham 
by swine, is among them. From idol come idolatry, the worship of 
statues, oscars or other inanimate objects by stars and fans, which, of 
course, is an abbreviation of fanatics. Motion pictures are therefore 
the industrialization of idolatry. 

IMAGE-TIED: Imaginal content attached to a recent perception. 
Picture-goers who leave a preview of a John Wayne western and think 
that Cadillac he is driving is a covered wagon. 

IMAGINARY QUANTITY: An agent’s belief in the drawing power 
of a star in Dreiser's “Sister Carrie’ because she once had so much 
suction in “Pollyanna” that she emptied a glass of root beer with 
three straws in one breath. A magnitude containing the factor V-1. 
If it contains another factor it was supplied by Max. 

IMBECILE: In psychiatry, a step above an idiot. (2) People who 
maintain a mental age between three and seven years through their 
lives. (3) What producers call audiences who don't like the producer's 
more idiotic productions. 

IMPORT: A foreign picture. (2) In psychology, the meaning or im- 
plication of a proposition. (3) In Hollywood, a contractual rider, the 
answer to which should always be “not without a marriage license, 
Sacha.” 

INCEST BARRIER: Development of libido away from one’s own 
family toward sexy characters of other tribes. (2) Bias that “Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra’ would play better as ‘Maureen Becomes 
Electrocuted.” 

INDETERMINISM: Theory that one can act in relative independ- 
ence of given stimulii. Belief that people like Charles Coburn, Ethel 
Barrymore, Orson Welles and Clark Gable don’t need scripts, sets or 
other actors to turn make-believe into a document. 

INFANTILISM: Persistence of childish habits into adult life. (1) 
Stars who blow their tops and walk off sets. (2) Censors who refuse 
to believe that the poor have double beds for reasons of space or 
economy, and insist on twin beds even in documentaries laid in slums; 
(3) executives who draw doodiebugs at conferences. 

INFLAMMATION: A morbid condition with hyperemia, pain, swell- 
ing and disordered function. Producers who feel they’re biting into 
costs like “Arch of Triumph,” “Forever Amber,” “The Outlaw,” and 
“Wilson” every time they order a hamburger. 

INSANITY: Mental derrangement; madness. Rarely used now for 
anybody less crazy than Hitler. Some forms of mental] illness and 
psychoneurosis previously listed as insanity were: Acquired, Affective, 
Cyclic, Communicated, Congenital, Deuteropathic, Doubting, Egress- 


ing, Epidemic, Erotic, Gouty, Homocidal, Hypochondriacal, Imitative, 


Melancholic, Menstrual, Moral, Rheumatic and Senile. Today there are 


‘hundreds psychotic forms, dozens peculiar to Hollywood alone. 
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Broadway 


Walter Slezak due in from Coast | 
Nov. 15. 


Film producer Steve Pallos ar- 
rived rom Europe yesterday | 
(Tues.). 


If Michigan plays Notre Dame, 
John Royal will run, not walk, to 
that entrance. 

Imagine the Harvard Club the 

ast weekend. Tuesday, election. 

aturday H 7-P 47. 

Peggy (ex-Mrs. Meredith) Will- 
son in town on a holiday. Remain- 
ing east until past Xmas. 

Al Schacht to tour the southern 
service hospitals starting Dec. ; 
his third postwar hospital jaunt. 

Gene Williams’ ork has three 
lads hospitalized, result of band’s 
station wagon’s Connecticut crack- 
up last weekend, 

Skippy Homeier returning to 
N.Y. Sunday (14) after a long stay 
in Hollywood with plans for going 
into a legit play. 

George Sax, owner of the newly- 
built Saxony hotel, Miami Beach, 
hitting talent offices on a band- 
buying expedition. 

Asked how long he’ll be in New 
York, Universal president Nate 
Blumberg said he’s in for an “Irish 
Rose,”’—a long run. 

Hortense Morton, San Francisco 
Examiner drama critic, in N. Y. 
for first time on two-week visit, 
gandering the shows. 

Frank (VarIETy) Scully was en- 
route to an eagerly § awaited 
Gotham visit but is presently 
kayoed by flu in Chi. 

Some people think those page 
ads in the dailies on his book are 
being paid for by Billy Rose. The 


silliest thought of the week. 


Renee Carroll to continue check- 
ing hats at Sardi’s restaurant after 
her marriage to ticket broker 
Louis Schonceit next month. 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d chairman 
of theatre and arts committee of 
Manhattan program for the arrival 
of Freedom Train, due Xmas. 


| 
After years of feuding, Belle | 


Baker and Sophie Tucker made up 
last week when Miss Baker intro- 
duced Soph at the former’s Harem 
opening, 

Robert A. Boyar, son of Ben 
Boyar, general manager for legit 
producer Max Gordon, recently 
formed N. Y. insurance agency, 
Boyar & Oring. 

Tonight (Wednesday, Nov. 10), 
Peter Donald delivers Armistice 
Day eve address at American Le- 
gion Post, at Hotel Gramatan, 
Bronxville, N. Y. 

Michel Emer, French songsmith, 
in on business-pleasure. He wrote 
many songs for Edith Piaf, Sylvie 
St. Clair (both now in the U. S.), 
Chevalier, et al. 

Rhiney Hiele, who owns the 
Hiele theatre, Parkersburg, W. Va.., 
in town to visit with his nephew, 
Joe Laurie, Jr., and generally take 
in the shows, etc. 

The 80-piece symph 
made up of engineers, stenos and 


| BBC television setup, 


London after short visit. 


|up with only 714% of the musical | 


for himself (Joe Kipness is co-pro- | 
ducer), has been approached by a 
national mag to write a _ piece, 
“How to Produce a Hit .and Lose | 
Money.” 
Charles MacArthur, who guested 
with Ludwig Bemelmans in Capri | 
this summer, developing a play in! 
collaboration with the latter. Ben 
Hecht dittoing, but on his own. | 
Incidentally, Helen Hayes (Mrs. 
MacArthur) returns from London 
and “Glass Menagerie” this week. | 
Danny Kaye due back Nov. 15 
and Jerry Wald, producer of his | 
first filmusical for WB, goes back 
with him, as do Sylvia Fine (Mrs. 
Kaye), Connie (Mrs.) Wald, and 
Henry and Phoebe Ephron with 
whom Wald has been working on 


the latter’s upcoming Burbank 
assignment. 

Charles Luckman head of 
Lever Bros., slated for a Legion 


of Honor from the French govern- 
ment for his food conservation 
work; similarly honored by Italy 
last month. Luckman arrived on 
the Queen Elizabeth Saturday (7) 
and headed immediately for the 
Levers’ Cambridge, Mass., hq. 


London 


Sidney Bernstein flew to Zurich 
for European preem of ‘Rope.’ 
Fred Karno, Jr., sustained broken 


thigh in fall at the Theatre Royal, 


Margate. 

Ruth Draper received warm re- 
ception when she bowed in for a 
short season at the Haymarket, 
Nov. 3. 

British vaudeville artists are ap- 


pearing in a gala show at Palla- 


dium Novy. 21 to aid Greater Lon- 
don Fund for the Blind. 

Noel Coward’s “Blithe Spirit” 
will be televised from Alexandra 
Palace with new technical effects, 
including use of double mirrors. 

‘“‘Medea” folds at the Globe Nov. 
20 and will be followed by “Re- 
turn of Prodigal,” with John Giel- 
gud and Dame Sybil Thorndike as 
starrers. 

Robert Newton signed for star- 
ring role in the Nat Bronsten pro- 
duction, “Obsessions,” to be di- 
rected at Pinewood by Edward 
Dmytryk. 

Joan Hopkins, who 
Wendy Hiller in “The First Gen- 
tleman,” to be this year’s Peter 


| Pan, which is being presented at! 


|the Scala by Daniel Mayer Co. 


Alistir Sim heard, just before 


Dublin the preem of “The Anatomist,” in 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Disk jockey Ken Halpin sailed 
for Canada and U. S. 

Pat O’Malley planed in from 
Los Angeles for vacation in County 
Kerry. 

Tenor William O'Toole to Lon- 
don to join BBC vocal team, the 
Four Ramblers. 


Robert Kerridge, head of his 


own circuit in New Zealand, giv- 


ing Ireland the 0.0. 
Dublin’s new bus terminal is to 

have 223-seat cinema 

newsreels and shorts. 


showing 


“Lady of Deceit’ (RKO) got the 


thumbs down sign from Eire Film 
Censor Richard Hayes. 

Travelog producer Richard Hay- 
ward readying travel book on Ire- 


|land for U. S. market. 


Maurice Gorham, former head of 
planed to 
Deputy film censor Liam 
O’Laoghaire will ‘produce 
| plays for the National University 
| here. 

| Ennis Theatre Guild producer 
| Patrick O’Connor back from U. S. 
| where he gandered Pasadena Play- 
}house and Fordham U theatre 
work. 

Phyllis Ryan to Belfast for BBC 
airing of Paul Vincent Carroll’s 
“Shadow and Substance.” She will 
play role she created in first Ab- 
bey production. 


| Chicago 


Trene Selznick, producer 


| 


Mr. and Mrs. John Balaban, of 


| 


two | 


| 


| 


of moz, ' 
orchestra “Streetcar Named Desire,” in town. | 829d Jacques Dumesmill are among 


brasshats of the Bell System. is B&K circuit, off for Havana vaca- | 


giving a full-scale concert in Car- 
negie Hall, Nov. 12 


Si Fabian honor guest at 12th | 


annual dinner of McCosker-Hersh- 
field Cardiac Foundation at the 
Waldorf Dec. 4 among those spon- 
soring the banquet. 

Harry (and Alva) Green back 
after Coast visit. They stay here 
couple more weeks, then back to 


London, where the U. S. producer- Trades, 


comedian now makes his home. 
Kathleen O’Brien, who’s staging 
the dances in the first Equity Li- 
brary musical “Good News,” is the 
wife of Everett Birch, of the law 


fi f O'Bri rise aftery | 
rm of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery | Basil Rathbone, now appearing | 


& Lawler. 

Tony Mele and his son, Al- 
phonse, co-operators of Le Ruban 
Bleu, double-featured an 11th an- 
niversary with a birthday party 
for their conferencier, Julius With- 
ers Monk. 


Milton Berle will rush from his_ 


Texaco broadcast next Wednesday 
night (17) and do his stuff at the 
Picture Pioneers annual dinner 
which Columbia veepee Jack Cohn 
sparkplugs. 

Max Youngstein, Eagle Lion’s 
ad-pub veepee, heads for the Coast 
Tuesday (15) for a combined busi- 
ness-vacation stay of from two to 
four weeks accompanied by his 
wife and child. 

The picture business is bad? 
“The Mikado” walks into a small 
neighborhood house, on the out- 
skirts of White Plains, for a full 
week’s booking—and holds over 
another seven days. 

Has anyone mentioned the num- 
ber of ribbons entitled to be worn 
by B.M.I.’s Charlie Wall? A Man- 
lius boy. This is the military 
school two of the Hearst and both 
sons of Mirror editor Jack Lait at- 
tended. 

Ticket agencies ballying seven- 
day roundtrip plane excursions to 
the Rose Bowl. Fare includes all 
meals, hotel accommodations, 
sightseeing tours, etc., with a New 

Year’s party thrown in. Tap from 
New York is $458 plus tax. 

Monte Proser, who co-produced 
“High Button Shoes” but wound 


| March. 


tion. 

_ Vie Hyde slated for comedy lead 
‘in “Humpty Dumpty” at Casino 
| theatre, London. 


Ink Spots quartet, now at Chi- | 


|/cago theatre, celebrate 15th anni: 


_in show biz this week. 

Joe Louis invested $50,000 in 
,new Chicago School of Automotive 
| which he founded and 
_ heads. 

Edward Arnold slated as guest 
, Speaker at 20th anni of National 


Conference of Christians and Jews. | 


|Sherman hotel, Nov. 18. 


in “Heiress” at Selwyn, awarded a 
“Red Feather Oscar” for his work 
in the Community Fund campaign. 


U.S. Envoy 
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point to official imprecations to | 


Harold Wilson, prexy of the Board | 
\of Trade, or other government of- | 
ticials on behalf of the industry, | 


because of “the other factors in- | 


volved.” 

Ambassador’s reference to “other 
factors” is known to mean efforts 
by the government to buiid up a 
British film industry. Douglas’ 
feeling is that the 45°. quota and 
the currency restrictions are only 
secondary means of cutting down 
|dollar exports by Britain. Primary 
consideration, in his opinion, is to 
give encouragement and aid to ef- 
forts of J. Arthur Rank to support 
British theatres with home-pro- 
duced films and to obtain export 
markets. 

Douglas’ opinion, expressed 
privately, is that the British acted 
“shoddily” in imposing the 45°¢ 
quota immediately after the com- 
promise arrangement worked out 
by Eric Johnston and Wilson last 
Envoy fo! that passage 
of the quota law abrogated the 


_ Kenton, 
|Horace Heidt. 


| which he stars, of his election as 


rector of St. Andrew’s University, 
Edinburgh, where he once lectured. 
“Breach of Marriage,” first play 


to be shown here on artificial in- | 


semination theme, passed by cen- 
sor after private showing. Written 
by Dan Sutherland, play has been 


acquired for West End production 


by Peter Saunders. 


Germany 


By Harvey D. Sanderson 

Erich Fiedler, stage and screen 
actor, has been appointed 
visional artistic leader of the Ber- 
lin Komoedie and the Theatre am 
Kurfuerstendam. 

The Community Film 
Freiburg is now shooting “Wohin 
die Zuege fahren” (“Where the 
Trains Are Going To.) Gunnar 
Moeller, Heidemarie and Car] Rad- 
datz are starred. 

Kay McKay of Los Angeles, fea- 
tured singer with European Com- 


mand Special Services, leaving for | 


the U. S. after a year and a half 
touring Europe in entertainment of 
occupation forces. 

Frederick Mellinger, American 
theatre control officer for Bremen, 
has not renewed his contract with 
Military Government. He leaves 
OMG Dec. 1 and plans to settle 
in Germany as a freelance actor 


and stage manager, as he did prior | 


to 1939. 
Marie Sabouret and Jacques 
Charron, from Comedie Francaise, 


and other stars as Germaine Der- | 


Michel Alfa, Jean Marchat 
French artists signed for starring 
roles during the 1948-49 season of 
the Bavarian State Theatre in 
Munich. 


Washington, D. C. 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Carter Barron, Loew topper, 
back from Florida. 

Marlene Dietrich due in Nov. 17 
to sell Christmas gifts at French 
Embassy. 

Gene Ford, producer at Loew’s 
Capitol, still on sick list, but on 
the mend. 

American Forum 


of the Air 


'(Mutual) back on home territory 


this week after two weeks in New 
York. 

Maurice Evans in from Balti- 
more last week as luncheon guest 
speaker before Women’s National 
Press Club. 

Flurry of name bands due in for 
one-night stands includes Stan 
Vaughn Monroe and 


Bess Davis Schreiner, town’s 
veteran Theatre Guild rep, now 
teaching a course in theatre man- 
agement at George Washington U. 


Rudolph Berger, Metro exec, and | 
| Louis Blum, Canadian rep for com- 


' pany, in to hear their own Maurice 


spirit of the March agreement. i 


Wolf talk to Washington Advertis- 
ing Club. 

John F. Hardesty resigned from 
WOL-Mutual to take over as direc- 
tor of special events, publicity and 
sales promotion at WOIC, town’s 
new TV station. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Amy Fong goes into Cat and 
Fiddle Club near Cincinnati. 
Gene Kelly and wife stopped 


here to see his parents on way to 
Europe. 

Monica Lewis flew to N. Y. over 
weekend to be on Ed Sullivan's 
TV show. 


Harry Richman vill head Carou- | 


sel’s anni show next week follow- 
ing Francis Faye. 
Decca Records sent Jacqueline 


succeeded | 


pro- | 


Co. in) 


| Lehrich here from N. Y. to contact 
the disk jockeys. | 
Max West, Rs a slugging | 
| pinch-hitter, signe or ames : = 
| Stewart picture, “Monty Stratton | er ei 
Story.” . | Brian Donlevy 
Bandleader Jimmy Palmer at throat infection. 
‘parents’ home in nearby Canons-| James Curtis’ new screen name 
‘burg convalescing from stomach is Anthony Curtis. 
_ ailment. _ Larry Adler east on a tour of 
Sgt. Lew Heller, brother of | veterans’ hospitals. 


Jackie Heller, buried here last he Tom McKnights (Marjorie 
week; was killed in France four pavies) into their own house. 


years ago. Loretta Young entertaining hos- 
| pitalized veterans at Sawtelle. 


Larry Parks back on the job at 
Columbia afteg three days out with 
flu. 

Warren William’s estate, valued 
at $400,000, willed to his widow, 
Helen. 

Bob Hope is grand marshal of 
North Hollywood Armistice Day 
parade. 

Bobe Hope back to work at Para- 
mount after week out with torn leg 
muscle. 

Martha Vickers elected queen of 
the Pacific Coast Cat Fanciers’ con- 
vention. 

Roy Rogers to Kansas City as 
honor guest of Young Farmers of 
America. 

Ella Raines returned to work in 
|“Impact” after two weeks out with 
virus infection. 

John Litel celebrated his 18th 
| year in films and his 250th role in 
| “Montana Belle.” 
| Jeanette MacDonald was named 
'chairman of Hollywood division of 
| March of Dimes drive. 
| Mary Hatcher and John Lund to 
Detroit for Michigan preem of 


Hollywood 


Leroy Prinz recovering from 


laid up with 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Ezio Pinza here for concert. 

Johnny “Scat” Davis into the 
Dome. 

Ervi Laszlo penciled in for con- 
celt Dec. 4. 

Northwest Variety 
ling television. 

Gay 90's nitery 
, “Three Gay Blades.” 

University of Minnesota Theatre | 
offering Strindberg’s “The Dream 
Play.” 

Joacquin Garay, Jack Soo and 
Leroy Brothers open at Club Car- 
nival with Billy Bishop orchestra 
held over. 

Ted Lewis sent congratulatory 
telegram from N. Y. to Mayor H. 
H. Humphrey following latter’s 
election to U. S. Senate. 


Portland, Ore. 

Mills Brothers at Palaise Royal 
for a one nighter. |“Miss Tatlock’s Millions.” 

Hudson and Sharae at Amato’s Ginger Rogers flew a flock of 
Supper Club in first Northwest | film names to her Oregon ranch 
date. | for a trout fishing joust. 

Washington state okayed liquor; James Gleason celebrated 62d 
‘by the drink. Oregon turned it; @nni of his thesp career which be- 
| down /gan at age of two months. 

Ben Mosher moved into Joe| Richard Hageman resumed his 
Young agency from Top Attraction | Scoring chores after six weeks in 
office. |the hospital with an eye injury. 

Skinnay Ennis orch scheduled Eduardo Genevara and Jose 
to do series of dates in this area | Valdez in from Manila to gander 
(this month. Hollywood’s production equipment. 
| John Carroll and Vince Barnett |, Laverne Andrews will wed Lou 
here from Hollywood for Shrine | Rogers, exec of Mastertone Record- 
| Show of Shows. me, nog | at the home of Maxine 
| Jimmie Grier band completed | “2¢rews Levy. irae 
successful series of one nighters in| Alan Ladd and — DeWolfe 
| northwest and heading East. | Will make a short for benefit of 

Rose Bowl in Multnomah hotel | }ospital to be established by North- 
open for the fall season, this classy | = Toa see ee 
Fae a Te se |turned from N. Y. for a film chore 
= i|while his bride, Elaine Waltzman, 
|remains in the east for legit play. 

Loren Ryder back at Paramount 
after presiding over the 64th semi- 
annual convention of the Society 
of Motion Picture Engineers in 
Washington, D. C. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


club instal- 


holding over 


} 








Truman Election 
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applied, were the bone of conten- 
tion at previous settlement nego- | 
tiations, and they caused a break- 
ing off of the original settlement 
discussions. When Petrillo and / 
Milton Diamond, AFM attorney,’ Songstress Hilde Simmons 
came to a tentative agreement 10 bought the Nook, restaurant and 
‘days ago with industry executives, | late spot for show people. 

\they did not insist that the royal-| Paul Hildebrand, proprietor of 
jties should be paid. And it’s felt the New Look Cafe, in University 
‘that this stance was taken (1) due | Hospital for throat operation. 

to a desire to clean up the ban be-| Edith Winant, former ambas- 
fore election and (2) that Dewey , S#dor’s daughter, is social director 
!would be elected. /of Manny Jenkins’ Mayfair Room. 
_ Ever since the AFM national con-|, Milton Berle and Lena Horne 
| vention in Asbury Park, N. J., last headline Community Chest work- 


June, the AFM has been exhorting | a} rally Nov. 10 at Convention 


‘its locals to get out friends and rel- x : : 

ne He ag Sammy Kaye is looking for a 
vig Andie A — oy i and ‘comic to team with Don Cornell, 
cratic Slate, on the theory the band vocalist, currently at 
that Republican reign would fur- | Cijro’s. . 
ther hamstring labor. It was mainly | Mary Flagg Biddle, socialite 
the Republicans who put the Taft- broadcaster, has started a three- 
Hartley law into being, of course, | times-a-week interview program 

| but the AFM still didn’t believe in , from Warwick's cocktail lounge. 
a Truman victory. It saw Dewey as|_ Billy Parsons, dancer with ‘“Al- 
ithe next prez and felt that if it legro” at Shubert, broke his arm 
could get an arrangemenfthrough jin a fall Nov. 3 and had to be re- 
junder which the royalty system | Placed at opening by Hanson Mul- 

might be retained, that was the ler, of the original cast. 

best thing to do. The momentary| ,Mac McGuire, cowboy radio star 
stymie was the refusal of recording |°f “Harmony Rangers” and _m.c. 
‘manufacturers to pay those retro-|0f, WIP’s quizzer, “Try for Fun,” 
active royalties. So the AFM gave | ot +> program set up and shen 

in on that point to hurry the deal | went to hospital with pneumonia. 
along. And Dewey's failure cost | Ber Kenton was trapped in an 
the union’s coffers over $1,000,000 | elevator that went haywire on his 
mone | Way to a disk jock’s show at WFIL. 
| The lanky bandsman got out by 
wriggling through a small opening. 
Johnston-Exe |. Latin Casino, currently featur- 
cs ‘ing Lena Horne, booked Ritz 
Brothers, Mitzi Green and Harvey 
=== Stone to follow. Hildegarde’s en- 
MPAA’s autonomy over the Coast agement at club was set back to 
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organization. January. 
| Johnston was in New York yes- 
terday (Tuesday) and discussed 


with his staff and industryites the 
agenda for next week’s meetings. 
| It was said they will be informal 
“in-family” talks at which the in- 
dustry will be viewed from stem- 
to-stern and there will be discus- 
sion of “Where we've been, where 
we are and where we're going.” 
Public relations, the foreign sit- 
uation, censorship, the various 
codes, and everything else con- 
ceivably associated with the pres- 
ent and future of the industry will 
be discussed, according to MPAA | 
execs, 


Amsterdam 


By Den Berry 


Circus Strassburger booked to 
open Dec. 18 in Carre theatre. 

U.S: pianist Irvin Schenkman 
fave recital in Concertgebouw 
Nov. 5. 

First Dutch Ice-Revue produced 
by Bob Peters and E. Frankly 
opened Noy. 3 in the Apollo Hall 
here. 

Belgian orch led by Gerd Zon- 
nenburg at Heck’s eatery on the 
Rembrandplein (Amsterdam's 
| Times Square). 
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OBITUARIES 


VICTORIA SCHOOLS 

Victoria Schools, 25, cafe and 
legit singer, was found dead Nov. 
6, in N. Y., under mysterious cir- 
cumstances. 
complaining of illness, had taken 
two pills, believed to have caused 
her death. 

Miss Schools first attracted at- 
tention in the George Abbott pro-| 
duction, “Best Foot Forward,” in| 
1941 and shortly afterward doubled | 
into the Cotillion room of 
Hotel ‘Pierre, N. Y. She also ap- 
peared at the Persian room of the 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., and made a con-; 
cert tour with the Sigmund Rom- | 
berg orchestra. She was also solo- 
ist with the New York Philhar- 
monic at Lewisohm Stadium, and 
sang with the Philadelphia Orches- 





Miss Schools, after | - 


Rubenstein Concert Co. with the 
help of her husband. 


Survived by husband and a son. 





JEROME CADY 
Jerome Cady, 40, screen writer, 
was found dead aboard his yacht 
near Avalon, Cal., Nov. 8. An over- 
dose of sleeping tablets was re- 





sponsible, according to a prelimi- | 


nary investigation. Cady had been 
suffering with a heart ailment for 
some time. 

Cady had worked on many pic- 
tures including “Guadalcanal Di- 
ary,” “Forever Amber,” “Thunder 
in the Valley,” “Call Northside 
777,” and many of the early Charlie 


REMEMBERING 


Gus Edwards 


November 7, 1945 





tra. Louisville Opera Co. and Pitts- | 


| 


burgh Civie Opera Co. 


LILLIAN 


Chan pictures. He was a former 
Los Angeles newspaperman. 


Miss Schools started in show | Survived by a widow and two, 


business at the age of 15 when she 
was vocalist for the Rudy Vallee | 
band. | 

According to her mother, Mrs. 
Almira Schools, Miss Schools had. 
been under a strain in recent, 
months because of a fear that she | 


might be suffering from the pre-| near Harrisville after falling from | 


liminary stages of infantile paraly- | 
sis. Although this diagnosis proved | 
incorrect, she continued under a 
mental strain which was increased 


when she was struck by a taxicab! corps, Cooper supervised the pro-| Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Leonard, 


sons, 





E. H. COOPER 
Edwin H. Cooper, 67, lecturer 
and first World War hero who 
supervised a motion picture serial, 
was drowned Nov. 6 in Silver Lake 


his motorboat. Cooper had been 
planning an adventure television 
show. 

As an officer with the signal 


David Bernstein 





about 10 days ago. 
ruled out suicide. 





EDGAR KENNEDY 
Edgar “Slow Burn” Kennedy, 58, 
died Nov. 9 at the Motion Picture 
Hospital, Hollywood, of throat can- 
cer after a three-month illness. The 


comie had been starred for the last | 


18 years in series of RKO shorts. 
final one being “Contest Crazy,” 
the 106th he had made. 

Kennedy entered show business 
in 1911 after an amateur boxing 
career when Mack Sennett inked 
him as one of the original Keys- 
tone Kops. He went into vaudeville 
and roadshows after sound came 
in, returning to Hollywood to build 
his reputation as a “slow burn” 
comic. He had appeared in 500 
films since 1911, including some 
feature pictures. 

He died 36 hours before film 


iN MEMORY OF MY 


MARIE 


| Nov. 5, 


| 
| 


' 
| 
| 


‘mount administration executive, 


'man, Nov. 6, New York. Bride is 





Mrs. Schools | duction of the serial, “Pershing’s daughter, 


Center Oct. 25. Surviving him are 
two sons and two daughters. 


George W. Weingert, Sr., 77, 
musician, died Nov. 3 in New Or- 
leans. He played violin at French 
Opera House in his youth. 








Father, 58, of Robert Sully, | 
screen actor, died in Pittsburgh, 
Oct. 28. 


Mother of H. E. McCrosky, Para- 








died in Hollywood, Nov. 8. 


MARRIAGES 


Bobbie Barrett to Win Jolly,| 
Chicago, Oct. 29. He’s in WGN 
Public Relations. 

Mary Veronica Hurley to Ver-| 
non Francis Cook, Schenectady, | 
N. Y. He’s a disk jockey at WGY. 

Lois Halvorsen to Herbert Cun- 
niff, Chicago, Nov. 6. He’s tele- 
vision production assistant of 
WENR-TV. 

Gertrude M. Owens to Michael 
O’Hehir, Dublin, Oct. 27. He's 
sports gabber for Radio Eireann. 

Marilyn McKay to Levis Green, 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. He’s film agent 
for Music Corp. of America. 

Sue Metour to James Matthews, 
North Hollywood, Nov. 2. He’s a 
CBS announcer. | 

Adele Singer to Herbert Yates | 
(no relation to the Republic Pic- 
tures prez), Bronx, N. Y., Oct. 31. 
Bride is secretary to Myron Siegel, | 
ad-pub chief of Century circuit. | 

Hatti Phillipi to Brian McDon- | 
ald, Hollywood, last May, it was 








™ disclosed only last week. Bride is 


skater with “Ice Ca- | 
groom is company man- 


a featured 
pades;” 
ager. 

Dolores Barty to Allen Copeland, | 
at Santa Barbara, Cal. | 
Groom is member of the Modern- | 
aires vocal group. 

Marie Torre to Harold Freed-| 


| 
} 


drama editor of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram; he’s a producer with 





BIRTHS 


son, Cincinnati, Oct. 24. Father is 
program director of WSAI in that 
city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe May, daughter, 
Rockaway, L. I., Oct. 27. Father is 
vaude and nitery comedian; moth- | 
er is the former Margie Green, | 
dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Haynes, | 
Chicago, Oct. 27. Fath- | 





| Crusaders,” which had considerable | ex’s a talent agent in Chi. 
distribution in the U.S. after the | 


‘war ended. 





ELIZABETH J. BALDWIN 

Elizabeth J. Baldwin, 77, veteran 
legit actress, died Nov. 5 in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. She appeared with 
E. H. Stoddard in “The Bonnie 
Briar Bush”: with Henrietta Cross- 


Mr. and Mrs. William Dozier, | 


Another Miami Talent War 


Miami Beach, Nov. 9. 


The Miami Beach and Miami niteries are preparing for another 
talent war—one that may make the previous contest for performer 
acquisitions look like a prelim in a second-rate boxing bill. Boni- 
face optimism that Florida will have a record season is based on 
2,000 additional rooms in 18 new luxury hotels. 

Apparently talent wars are ingrained in the Miami Beach spots. 


For several years in a row they’ 


ve sworn off their habit of out- 


bidding each other for top names—but comes the approach to 
the season, they forget their resolutions and resume outbidding 


each other. 

This year there will be a new 
tion. 
last year, has been taken over by 
clan. 


operation to add to the competi- 


The Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla., which closed midseason 


Harold Minsky, of the burlesque 


He’s reported readying a type of show that will 1epeat the 


Minsky operations in New York theatres. 

There are reports that the gambling lid may be lifted in the 
Dade county spots, which embraces Miami and Miami Beach. It’s 
reported that gaming will not be permitted early in the season, 
but if business lags, there will be sneak operations. 











Big-Coin 











around Christmas for a two to 
three-week stay, with Joe E. Lewis 
and then Danny Thomas to follow. 
There’ll be a line and a band, but 
no supporting acts. The casino, of 
course, will run. 
Proser Back in Florida 

Clover Club, in downtown Miami, 
has been bidding for names also. 
Of those featured last year, only 
Gracie Barrie has been set. Lou 
Walters returns to the Palm Island 
Latin Quarter this year, after a 
season’s absence, and with him big 
lavish shows. Abbott and Costello 
are set for a mid-winter date. The 


plush productions featured before | 


will be on hand. Olsen and John- 
son will open the LQ Dec. 23 for 
three weeks with an entire show. 
Jimmy Vernon, ex-La Martinique | 
N. Y. boniface, will manage. 
Monte Proser returns to the 
scene after an absence of some 
years, to run the Rumba Casino on 


the site of the old Casanova, in|’ 
the heart of Miami Beach. He’ll | 


feature top Latin bands, plus a/' 
line. Plans to date do not include 
acts. 


Kitty Davis’, which ran as the. 


Little Roumania last year, is on 
the block, but, with several bid- 
ders, is due to be in competish 
again, with the Yiddish-show policy 
holding over. Club 22 has opened 
with a _ production-show, despite 
the small confines’ of the stage. 
Other moderate-budget rooms in 
the running will be the Paddock 
Club, Bill Jordan’s Bar of Music, 
Mother Kelly’s (a moneymaker 
last year), Park Avenue Club (an- 
other dough-reaper), Alan Gale’s 


| daughter, Santa Monica, Nov. 5.| Celebrity Club ‘formerly the Fa- 


| 
' 
t 


’ 


man in “As You Like It,” and with | 
Janet Beecher in ‘The Education | 


/of Mr. Pipp.” 
In Fort Wayne she was influen- 
tial in having an outdoor Shakes- 


'in the publicity dept. of Veterans | wadrid 


| pearean series presented, and was | 


'a pioneer in outdoor theatre work 
there. She retired two years ago. 


JAMES R. COOLEY 
James R. Cooley. 68, vet stage 
and screen actor, died Nov. 5 in 
Hollywood. He had been an actor 





BELOVED DAUGHTER 


SAXON 


Whe Died November 12, 1941 





oldtimers were scheduled to give 
him a testimonial dinner at the 
California Country Club. 

Survived by his wife, Patricia 
Allwyn, former actress, a son and 
daughter. 





MRS. J. A. PHYSIOC 
Mrs. Jessica Eskridge Thomas 
Physioc, 87, retired actress and 
wife of Joseph A. Physioc, scenic 
artist, died at her Long Island 


{N.Y.) home Nov. 7 after a long. 


illness. As Virginia Thomas, she 
traveled with a road company 
through the South in 1883, being 
leading lady in such plays as “Fan- 
chon” and “Pearl of Savoy.” Later 
with Physioc, then her fiance, she 
had her own musical company. 
After their marriage, they went 
to N.Y., with Mrs. Physioc becom- 
ing leading soprano in the Brook- 
‘yn Opera Co. After the birth of 
her daughter, stie retired from the 
Stage. Later she reorganized the 


PAULINE SAXON 


for 25 years, being on N.Y. legit 
_stage before going into pictures. 
‘Cooley played in many films with 
/Mary Picktgrd but recently had 
| done only minor roles. 


ALBERT BEJACH 
Albert Bejach, 78, former thea- 
tre operator, died in Cincinnati. 
Oct. 1. For many years he had op- 
' erated the Capitol theatre in that 


| 
| 


j 


city, which he sold when retiring | 


some years ago. 
Survived by wife and two daugh- 
ters. 





Charles Ray Gorrell, 61. Toledo, 
O., musician 
years, died Oct. 29. For years he 
was pianist with the orchestra at 
Keith's there and later at Para- 
mount. In recent years he played 
with a Hungarian orchestra in lo- 
cal night clubs. 


| 
| 


l Father, 





65, of National Sereen 


| liams, 


for more than 36) 


' Service treasurer Joseph A. Wolfe | d € 
died at the Jersey City Medical the Graphic House photo firm. 


| Pittsburgh, 


Mother is Joan Fontaine; father is 
a film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Duggan, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. Mother is 
Libbie Block, screen writer; father 
is veepee of Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Metcalf, 
son, New York, Nov. 5. Father is) 


Hospital Camp Shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dinsmore, son, 
Buffalo, Oct. 14. Father is WBEN 
announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Litman, son, | 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 2. Father owns 
the Copa Club there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hershey Cohen, 
son, Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. Father's 
with Maurice Spitalny orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mayer, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Oct. 29. 
Father’s Penn theatre artist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Cohan, son, 
Detroit, Sept. 27. Father’s with) 
Pittsburgh and Detroit Civic Light 
Opera companies. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Martin, son, ’ 
Oct. 31. Father’s 
with Piccolo Pete orch. 

Dr. and Mrs. I. J. Littman, son, 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 3. Mother for- 
merly of singing radio trio, the 
Sophisticated Ladies. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Leeds, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. Father is busi- 
ness manager of KNX program de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Mulcahy, son, 
Pasadena, Nov. 5. Father is writer- 
producer at KECA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry K. McWil- 
daughter, White Plains, 
N. Y., Nov. 6. Mother is opera 
star Rosa Di Giulio; father is ex- 
ploitation manager for Columbia 
Pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Goodman, 
son, Flushing, N. Y., Nov. 7. 
Mother is art director for Hershen- 
Garfield ad agency; father is Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ assistant short 
subject sales manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lester, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 5, New York. Mother is 
Eileen Darby, a photographer of 
Broadway legit shows; father heads 


mous Door), with the comic at the | 
helm, and the successful Five 
O’Clock Club, with Gene Baylos 
installed. Spot, however, may be 
sold by Sam Barken, with sub- 
sequent change in policy. 

Spots using entertainment in the 
low-budget class are Mardi Gras, 
Red Barn, Jungle Club, Havana- 
Zissen’s Bowery, Mad 
Room, Big Barn, Sky Club, and a 
group which features small shows 
for the neighborhood trade. 

Low Budgeters 

Swank Brook Club is in doubt 
at the moment. Change in owner- 
ship is current, and if spot does 
open it will adhere to the one or 


itwo top-names policy at big coin, 


and with one show to allow the 


casino to operate. There'll be an-| 
other spot near the shuttered 
Colonial Inn in Hallandale this 


year. Name will revolve around | 
the Chinese show policy to be fea- | 
tured, with Jerry Brooks operating; | 
he recently sold interest in Slapsy 
Maxie’s on the Coast. 


Hotel Patio will offer early-hour 
competish in 8-12 p.m. segment, | 
with new hotels Delano, Sea- 
comber, Saxony, Sherry-Frontenac, | 
Sorrento and Delmonico setting up 
smart intime indoor-outdoor spots 
with rhumba units. 

Most hotels are planning to book 
rhumba bands, which may be a 
blow to the large nitery operations 
since the Latins may be instru- 
mental in drawing off many poten- 
tial customers. 

It all boils down to optimism by 
the cafe bonifaces here. Where 
many had expected to pay less 
money this year for talent, they’re 
again following the leader, and 
paying more than ever before be- 
cause of the shortage of top-draw 
names. 

At any rate, the Miami Beach 
Hotel Owners Assn. (275 hotels) 
reports reservations 20% ahead of 
last year. Which figure, perhaps, 
is lending that optimistic tinge to 
the cafes’ view. But the pessi- 
mistic, per usual, say it might turn 
into a scramble, with a foldo for 


Continued from page 1 


, Parker 


Bookings 








some. But then again, they've been 
Saying it since 1945. 

Havana interests are definitely 
going after Miami tourists’ dollars 
via wide-open town, starting Christ- 
mas. Additions to gambling and 
sports scene will be Montmartre, 
San Souci and Tropicana, added 
to Nacional Casino and Jockey 
Club .as key local spots. All will 
feature wide-open gambling. Poli- 
ticos there figure Miami clamp- 
down will come in time for them 
to reap tourist coin via word-of- 
mouth and advertising. Even with 
this threat, greater Miami. hotel, 
restaurant and nitery operators 
don’t seem worried despite possi- 
bility of reduction of hotel and 
food costs in Cuba. 


s 
Kaye-Fine | 
os Continued from page 1 


D’Oyly Carte. The album—it’s the 
only copy in this country at pres- 
ent—was specially requested by 
the D’Oyly Carte executives who 
had heard of the new recordings. 


What particularly concerned 
them was the news that Miss Fine 
had done some re-writing and 
modernizing on the traditional 
comic opera lyrics, and that Kaye 
had altered the tempo of some of 
the melodies. Although “lax” copy- 
right agreements in the U. S. al- 
low fresh treatment of the songs, 
and the D’Oyly Carte can take no 
action against such modernization, 
they can act against the market- 
ing of the disks in this country, 
and it looks like that’s what it in- 
tends doing. 


Stanley Parker, for years a close 
associate of the late Rupert D’Oyly 
Carte, and other executives of the 
organization held a special meet- 
ing to listen to Kaye’s records. 
After hearing “The Judge’s Song,” 
commented: — “It’s very 
very clever—but is it Gilbert and 
Sullivan?” Mrs. Kaye’s insertion 
of such words as “Bronx, sodium 
bicarbonate, subway, penicillin” 
shook him, too. 


























Only for U. S. 
Decca executives in New York 
anticipated that the Savoyards 
would not completely agree with 


rKaye’s treatment of the songs, but 


the album is designed for sale in 
the U. S., not England. Kaye’s 
slight revisions in lyric and tempo 
of the traditional material are the 
reason for the album’s title, “Gil- 
bert & Sullivan and Danny Kaye. 


Met on oe 


Continued from page 1 


says Johnson, “is the subscriber. 
He comes first.’ Un-telegenie sing- 
ers (femmes particularly) are an- 
other problem, Johnson admits. 


Johnson doesn’t think tele tech- 
nique is ready for for opera yet, 
saying it’s a question now of tech- 
nicians finding ways and means of 
doing it right. As for the Met, 
“We'll have to build a new audi- 
torium, with technical improve- 
ments included, to televise opera,” 
he says. 

Johnson believes that tele, like 
radio, will help rather than hurt 
opera. “Nothing can compete with 
a live show,” he says. Radio broad- 
casts, he says, developed millions 
of listeners in the U. S., develop- 
ing them in quality as well as in 
quantity. It has a tremendous ap- 
peal for his artists, too. “The com- 
petition as to who should sing on 

















the Saturday broadcasts is im- 


mense,” says Johnson. 
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